
Mission Statement 
Holy Cross Parish, a community centered in the Eucharist, is committed in faith and love of Jesus Christ to fulfill the 
profoundly human and spiritual needs of its parishioners and the larger community it serves. We seek to inspire all, 

through deeds and by example, to do the work of Christ: to make God known, loved, and served. 
 

Pastoral Staff 
          Fr. Brad Metz, C.S.C., Pastor                                                  Margaret Dwyer-Hogan, Dir.of Faith Formation           
          Fr. Jim Preskenis, C.S.C., Parochial Vicar                              Paul Celia, Plant Manager 
          Deacon Gary Donahue, Pastoral Associate                             Deborah Kelley, Finance     
          Christopher Iannitelli, Director Of Music                                Lindsay Franzoni, Parish Administrative Assistant                                                           
     

Contact Information 
225 Purchase Street •  Easton, MA 02375         

Phone - (508) 238-2235      Email– info@holycrosseaston.org 
Web Address - www.holycrosseaston.org 

Please submit bulletin notices to the office in writing by noon. on Mondays 
 

Office Hours 
Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday:  4:00 p.m. - Sunday:  8:30 a.m., 10:00 a.m.  

Monday through Friday - 9:00 a.m. 
Holy Days of Obligation - 9:00 a.m. & 7 p.m. 

Sacraments 
Baptism: Contact a member of the pastoral team to schedule a baptism for your child or for preparation for adult baptism. 
Sacrament of Christian Marriage:  Please contact one of the priests eight months to a year in advance to schedule your 
wedding and begin preparations. 
Sacrament of Reconciliation:  Saturday from 3:15 - 3:45 p.m. or anytime by appointment. 
Sacrament of the Sick: This sacrament is available to anyone who is ill.  Please let us know if you or anyone you know 
is hospitalized or homebound. 
                                         

Welcome 
Please introduce yourselves and register in order to become a member of this community of believers.  

We welcome your gifted presence in the life of our parish. 

HOLY CROSS PARISH COMMUNITY 
Founded and Staffed  

by the  
Congregation of Holy Cross  

Visit us on Facebook at: 
Holy Cross Parish Easton, MA 
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Dear Parishioners, 
 
We are more than halfway through Lent 2021 this Laetare Sunday. Laetare is another word for “Rejoice!” in 
Latin. I hope many of you are experiencing more joy this year than this time last year. Unfortunately, our high 
school seniors have the least joy this year, but they can do some this in person now as opposed to this time last 
year as juniors. There is founded hope that as the spring progresses May and June will bring some outdoor 
celebratory activities and some type of in-person Graduation. I mentioned last weekend at Masses that Fr. Jim 
is joyful in preparing for retirement and I am joyful in preparing to welcome Fr. John Santone, CSC back to 
Holy Cross Parish in early July. I asked Fr. John to briefly introduce himself to parishioners who do not know 
him, and this is what he sent this week. 

    
 
It is hard to believe that I was first assigned to Holy Cross Parish more than 20 years ago!  
I'm looking forward to a return and ministering beside Fr. Brad who has been a cherished 
friend from our days in the seminary back in the early 1990's. After ending my first assign-
ment at Holy Cross Parish I moved to Rome, Italy and earned a degree in Canon Law. My 
ministry since returning to the States has been as a judge in Marriage Tribunals in the Dio-
cese of Fall River, the Archdiocese of Hartford, and the Diocese of Ft. Wayne - South Bend. 
For the past four years I have been teaching Canon Law at the University of Notre Dame. I 
am happy about returning to parish ministry at Holy Cross and coming home to New Eng-
land (I am originally from Connecticut). I am especially anxious to meet those parishioners 
that I baptized who are now the marrying age! Also joining me is my adorable black British 
Labrador, Watson, who will be thrilled to meet you.   
 
Blessings, Fr. John M. Santone, C.S.C. 
 
 

 
Please consider registering for the upcoming Red Cross Blood Drive here in the great room on Tuesday, 
March 30th from 11:00am – 4:00pm.  Call 1-800-733-2767 or visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter Holy Cross 
to schedule an appointment.  We have successfully had two other blood drives here during the pandemic.  
They like our spacious room and ease of coming a going.  A great way to share your live saving blood during 
Holy Week in three weeks.       
God Bless, 
Fr. Brad             



March 14, 2021 

Saturday, March 13 
4:00p.m.    
 

Sunday, March 14 
8:30 a.m. **Mary Breef’s 96th Birthday** 
           Requested from Breef-Pilz Family   
10:00 a.m. Judy Fasoli 6yr Anniversary 
     Requested from Dominic Fasoli 
 

Monday, March 15 
9:00 a.m.   
 

Tuesday, March 16 
9:00 a.m.   
 

Wednesday, March 17 
9:00 a.m.   
   

Thursday, March 18 
9:00 a.m.   
 

Friday, March 19 
9:00 a.m.  
  

Saturday, March 20 
4:00p.m.   Mary Cremin 12yr Anniversary 
      Requested from Family 
 

Sunday, March 21 
8:30 a.m.  
10:00 a.m. Early Hunter 
        Requested from Mary Hunter 
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Join us this summer at  
SPELLMAN SUMMER ACADEMY 

 
July 2021 - Sign up for one or two weeks! 

 

Open to all students entering grades 7-9 
 

Participants can choose from a wide range of activities 
including Physics is Fun, Engineering Challenge, 

Amazing Race, Baking, and more! 
 

visit spellman.com/ssa to learn more! 

Virtual Women and Men’s  
Conference 

March 20 @ 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm  

 
 
 

Divine Mercy Novena 
 
 
What is a novena?   
A novena is typically nine days of  prayer in preparation of a celebration of a feast 
day.   
 
Jesus asked that the Feast of the Divine Mercy be preceded by a Novena to the Divine 
Mercy which would begin on Good Friday. The novena asks for prayers on each of the 
nine days for a different group of souls in order to immerse them in the sea of God’s 
Mercy!   
 
For the novena visit: 
www.ewtn.com/devotionals/mercy/novena.htm 

The annual Fall River Diocesan Women and Men’s Confer-
ence, sponsored each March as an opportunity for Lenten 
renewal, will be offered this year in a virtual format.   

Using Zoom video teleconferencing technology, parishion-
ers from across the Diocese will be able to take part in a 
program of engaging presentations, prayer, music, and 
Mass as a way to help prepare themselves spiritually for 
Easter. 

The 2021 Women and Men’s Conference program is set for 
Saturday, March 20, from 1 to 5 p.m. A Mass at 7 p.m. on 
the preceding evening, Friday, March 19, will formally 
open the conference.  

Persons may register online at www.fallriverdiocese.org. 
There is no cost to participate. 



4th Sunday of Lent 
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Sponsor-A-Day is our final fundraiser of the fiscal 
year. Please contribute $120 to sponsor a day of  

utilities for the parish. 
 

Donations may be made by mail, placed in the  
collection basket, or through the parish website,         

holycrosseaston.org. 
 

Our goal:  $43,800 
Donations received:   $44,785! 

We reached our goal. 
 

Additional donations will used for ongoing boiler  
repairs and for the cost of streaming our Masses 

 
 

Thank you to the following parishioners who  
sponsored a day in March: 

 
 
 

Wayne Brundige  John C. Hurley 
Judy & Tim Hickey  Alex & Tracey Alfieri 
Jim & Becky Fleming  Paul Giorgio 
Joe Ricci   Joe & Cheryl Kennedy 
Ray and Mary Ann Morrell Susanne Smith 
Linda Sullivan   Scott Tower  
Alan & Virginia Huffenus Anne Desmond 
  

What can I do this Lent in order to live God’s gifts; of 
faith, hope and charity (the ‘theological virtues’)?  

From March 1 to March 20, we are holding a mone-
tary collection instead of our regular monthly meal.  

 
The Mainspring House has expanded its shelter spaces 
to allow safer distancing for over 130 guests.  Dona-
tions are needed to help cover the increasing costs.   
 
To donate, go to www.holycrosseaston.org, select 
“Online Giving” and choose “Mainspring House” 
from the drop down menu.   
 
 
Holy Cross will resume accepting Mainspring Meal  
donations on Saturday, April 17 and the third Saturday 
of every month thereafter. 
 
 If you have any questions, please contact Cathy at 
cathy.downes@verizon.net or  
(508) 742-5957.  

The Spirit (God) drove Jesus out into the desert, and 
he remained in the desert for forty days (Mk.1:12) …  

 

Please call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767)  
or visit RedCrossBlood.org  

And enter: HolyCross to schedule an appointment. 



5 

Holy Cross Church 

THE NICENE CREED 
  
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. I believe in one 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God from God, Light from Light, true 
God from true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were made. For us men and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin  Mary, and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the third day in ac-
cordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of 
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 

READING I  2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23  
 
In those days, all the princes of Judah, the priests, and the people added infidelity to infidelity, practicing all the abomina-
tions of the nations and polluting the LORD’s temple which he had consecrated in Jerusalem. Early and often did the LORD, 
the God of their fathers, send his messengers to them, for he had compassion on his people and his dwelling place. But they 
mocked the messengers of God, despised his warnings, and scoffed at his prophets, until the anger of the LORD against his 
people was so inflamed that there was no remedy. Their enemies burnt the house of God, tore down the walls of Jerusalem,  
set all its palaces afire, and destroyed all its precious objects. Those who escaped the sword were carried captive to Baby-
lon, where they became servants of the king of the Chaldeans and his sons until the kingdom of the Persians came to power. 
All this was to fulfill the word of the LORD spoken by Jeremiah: “Until the land has retrieved its lost sabbaths, during all 
the time it lies waste it shall have rest while seventy years are fulfilled.” In the first year of Cyrus, king of Persia, in order to 
fulfill the word of the LORD spoken by Jeremiah, the LORD inspired King Cyrus of Persia  to issue this proclamation 
throughout his kingdom, both by word of mouth and in writing: “Thus says Cyrus, king of Persia: All the kingdoms of the 
earth the LORD, the God of heaven, has given to me, and he has also charged me to build him a house in Jerusalem, which 
is in Judah. Whoever, therefore, among you belongs to any part of his people, let him go up, and may his God be with him!” 

READING II  Eph 2:4-10  
 
Brothers and sisters:  
God, who is rich in mercy, because of the great love he had for us, even when we were dead in our transgressions, brought 
us to life with Christ — by grace you have been saved —, raised us up with him, and seated us with him in the heavens in 
Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come He might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in his kindness to us in Christ 
Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not from you; it is the gift of God; it is not from works, so 
no one may boast. For we are his handiwork, created in Christ Jesus for the good works that God has prepared in advance, 
that we should live in them  

GOSPEL   Jn 3:14-21  
 
Jesus said to Nicodemus:  
“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, so must the Son of Man be lifted up,  
so that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.” For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him might not perish but might have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him. Whoever believes in him will not be condemned, but 
whoever does not believe has already been condemned, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 
And this is the verdict, that the light came into the world, but people preferred darkness to light, because their works were 
evil. For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come toward the light, so that his works might not be 
exposed. But whoever lives the truth comes to the light, so that his works may be clearly seen as done in God. 

THE CONFITEOR 

I confess to almighty God and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have greatly sinned in my thoughts and in my words, in 
what I have done, and in what I have failed to do; through my fault, through my fault, through my most grievous fault; 
therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, all the Angels and Saints, and you, my brothers and sisters, to pray for me to the 
Lord our God.  
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We will be celebrating one of our Holy Cross Families each week of Lent this year.  
Please read below about our 4th family. 

 

Thank you Vidoni-Eartbawey Family  
for participating and sharing your family’s Lenten activities. 


