
HOLY CROSS 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

PARISH FOUNDED AND STAFFED BY THE CONGREGATION OF HOLY CROSS SINCE 1966 

 

WELCOME 
 

Please introduce yourselves and register in 
order to become a member of this community 
of believers. We welcome your gifted presence 
in the life of our parish. 
 
 

OUR MISSION 
 

Holy Cross Parish, a community centered in 
the Eucharist, is committed in faith and love 
of Jesus Christ to fulfill the profoundly human 
and spiritual needs of its parishioners and the 
larger community it serves. We seek to inspire 
all, through deeds and by example, to do the 
work of Christ: to make God known, loved, 
and served. 
 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Weekday Mass 
Monday - Friday 9:00am 
 

Weekend Mass 
Saturday Vigil 4:00pm 
Sunday 8:30am, 10:00am 
 

Holy Days of Obligation 
9:00am, 7pm 
 

Confession 
Saturday 3:15 - 3:45pm 
Other by Appointment 

Pastoral Staff 
 

Fr. Bradley J. Metz, C.S.C., Pastor                                                       
Fr. John M. Santone, C.S.C., Parochial Vicar                               
Deacon Gary Donahue, Pastoral Associate                            
Margaret Dwyer-Hogan, Dir. Of Faith Formation           
Deborah Kelley, Finance     
Christopher Iannitelli, Director Of Music                               
Paul Celia, Plant Manager 
Lindsay Franzoni, Parish Administrative Assistant                                                            
 
 225 Purchase Street •  Easton, MA 02375  
 
 info@holycrosseaston.org 
 
 Monday - Friday 9:00am-4:00pm 
 
 508.238.2235 
 
 www.holycrosseaston.org 
 
 www.facebook.com/

holycrossparisheaston.ma 
 
 https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Giving/

holycrosschurch 

AUGUST 22, 2021 
TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
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Dear Parishioners, 

A couple exciting things happened this past week heading into this weekend celebrating the 21st Sunday in Ordinary 
Time. Last Saturday a group of Holy Cross and Immaculate Conception Parishes youth and adult leaders gathered 
pretty early for a Saturday in the parking lot of St. Anthony’s Parish in Taunton. Our parishes joined others in this 
northern section of the Diocese of Fall River on buses to Woods Hole where they joined even more youth and adults 
from the west, southern, eastern, and Cape parishes for a youth day on Martha’s Vineyard. This year’s summer gath-
ering with Bishop da Cunha for Catholic Youth Day 2021. They met in the historic Tabernacle in Trinity Park in Oak 
Bluffs and the day featured talks, video, live music, and prayer and worship including Adoration of the Blessed Sacra-
ment. There were also games, activities, and a pizza lunch as well as some free time for participants to explore the 

area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bishop da Cunha celebrated Mass and spoke to 
the young people present reminding them of 
the importance of always remaining connected 
with God in what is a very busy world, and to 
know they can turn to their faith to help them 
face the challenges they will inevitably encoun-
ter in life. He assured them that their presence 
at the Youth Day event and their commitment 
to their faith “gives us hope for our Diocese and 
for our world.” 

Rising eighth graders through high school-age youth from all parishes in the Fall River Diocese were invited to join 
with their peers in this this free celebration of faith on the island. It was offered as an opportunity for them to help 
rekindle relationships with friends and build community after pandemic restrictions, to grow in faith, and to enjoy a 
memorable day on the Vineyard. Thank you to all who supported this year’s Catholic Appeal which made a day like 
this possible through your generosity.  

Also, this week, Immaculate Conception Parish said goodbye to diocesan administrator, Fr. Mike Ciryak, and wel-
comed Fr. Neil Wack, C.S.C., a Holy Cross priest who became the new administrator this past Wednesday, August 18th. 
The diocese made personnel changes later this summer due to the ever-evolving challenges of covid and giving pas-
tors extra time to finish delayed sacraments and other things in their parishes before saying goodbye and then wel-
comed into a new parish assignment. Usually, this shifting here in the Diocese of Fall River happens in mid-June and 
with Holy Cross religious priests the first week in July, as happened with Fr. Jim Preskenis, C.S.C. leaving and Fr. John 
Santone, C.S.C beginning. On that note, Fr. Jim wanted me to let you know that he has decided to move back down to 
Florida to our community retirement house in Coco Beach. Fr. Brad Beaupre, C.S.C., their religious superior, was in-
strumental in talking Fr. Jim into making the move.  

The summer weeks are quickly moving by. I find it hard to believe there is only one weekend left before Labor Day 
weekend. Autumn doesn’t officially begin until September 22nd, but we start seeing pumpkin lattes and Halloween 
candy well before even though it might still be above 80 degrees and people still swimming on the Cape sometimes 
through Columbus Day. Nevertheless, it is beginning to get darker in the evenings and staying darker in the morning, 
tell tale signs that seasons are beginning to shift. Enjoy each and every day we have. 

God Bless, 
Fr. Brad        



If you are a family member whose loved one 
 is being remembered in the Mass  

and would like to bring the gifts to the altar, 
please see one of the priests or ushers prior to 

the start of Mass. 

21st Sunday in ordinary time 

Saturday, August 21 
4:00pm        Timothy Cremin 21st Anniversary 
                  Requested by Family 
Sunday, August 22 

8:30am     
10:00am   
Monday, August 23 

9:00am         Stanley and Nellie Girdvainis 
            Requested by Marianne and Don Klok 
Tuesday, August 24 

9:00am    
Wednesday, August 25 

9:00am         Rev. Joseph F. Hannah 
            Requested by Rev Jim Preskenis 
Thursday, August 26 

9:00am         Corporal James Heppler 
            Requested by John & Rosemary Heppler 

Friday, August 27 

9:00am    
Saturday, August 28 
4:00pm         Margaret Picanzi 18yr Anniversary 
                   Requested by her daughter, Michelle 
            Hassan, and family 
Sunday, August 29 

8:30am     
10:00am      Margaret Picanzi 18yr Anniversary 
                   Requested by her daughter, Michelle 
            Hassan, and family 
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SPONSOR A DAY 
 

Thank you to the following parishioners who  
sponsored a day in August: 

 

Lloyd Spiegel   Jeffrey Muir 
Bryan Blood   Rosemary Heppler 
Mark & Lindsay Franzoni Harold & Claire Smith 
Bob & Donna Sullivan  Elizabeth Connors 
Jim & Leslie Fitzgerald  Victor Romeiro 
Judith Pope   Bob & Fran Murphy 
Julie Clapp   Jenny Ventura 
Paul Cahill   Jennifer Hanley 
Tim Meyers   Chris & Kerry Mills 
Michael Bosse   Francis & Jessica Kennedy 
Brad & Sandra McMenimon Claire Berg 
Carla Aronstein   Karen Michetti 

Bereavement Support 
 

The Diocese continues to offer online support groups 
and hopes to begin offering live sessions in the Fall.  
 

These online virtual programs are being offered through 
Catholic Social Services on Tuesdays.  
 

The links to register for either of the one-hour sessions 
are as follow: 4:30 PM - https://bit.ly/SupportGroup4 or 
7 PM - https://bit.ly/SupportGroup7. 
 

In addition to the online sessions, one-on-one sessions 
are also offered via phone.  
 

For more information, contact Rose Mary Saraiva at 
508-674-4681 Ext. 1111 or 774-253-4097, or by 
email at rsaraiva@cssdioc.org 

MASS INTENTIONS 

 * He (Jesus) said to them,  
“Come away by yourselves to a deserted place 

and rest a while.” (Mark 6:31)  
Why not plan a day away with Jesus in prayer 

and reflection?  
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THE NICENE CREED 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. I believe in one 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were made. For us 
men and for our salvation he came down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin  Mary, and 
became man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, and rose again on 
the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is 
adored and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I 
confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 
world to come. Amen. 

READING I Jos 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b  

Joshua gathered together all the tribes of Israel at Shechem, summoning their elders, their leaders, their judges, and 
their officers. When they stood in ranks before God, Joshua addressed all the people: “If it does not please you to serve 
the LORD, decide today whom you will serve, the gods your fathers served beyond the River or the gods of the Amo-
rites in whose country you are now dwelling. As for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.” But the people 
answered, “Far be it from us to forsake the LORD for the service of other gods. For it was the LORD, our God, who 
brought us and our fathers up out of the land of Egypt, out of a state of slavery. He performed those great miracles be-
fore our very eyes and protected us along our entire journey and among the peoples through whom we passed. There-
fore we also will serve the LORD, for he is our God.” 

GOSPEL  Jn 6:60-69  

Many of Jesus’ disciples who were listening said, “This saying is hard; who can accept it?” Since Jesus knew that his 
disciples were murmuring about this, he said to them, “Does this shock you? What if you were to see the Son of Man 
ascending to where he was before? It is the spirit that gives life, while the flesh is of no avail. The words I have spoken 
to you are Spirit and life. But there are some of you who do not believe.” Jesus knew from the beginning the ones who 
would not believe and the one who would betray him. And he said, “For this reason I have told you that no one can 
come to me unless it is granted him by my Father.” As a result of this, many of his disciples returned to their former 
way of life and no longer accompanied him. Jesus then said to the Twelve, “Do you also want to leave?” Simon Peter 
answered him, “Master, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. We have come to believe and are con-
vinced that you are the Holy One of God.” 

READING II  Eph 5:21-32 or 5:2a, 25-32  
Brothers and sisters: Be subordinate to one another out of reverence for Christ. Wives should be subordinate to their 
husbands as to the Lord. For the husband is head of his wife just as Christ is head of the church, he himself the savior 
of the body. As the church is subordinate to Christ, so wives should be subordinate to their husbands in everything. 
Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ loved the church and handed himself over for her to sanctify her, cleansing 
her by the bath of water with the word, that he might present to himself the church in splendor, without spot or wrin-
kle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish. So also husbands should love their wives as their 
own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. For no one hates his own flesh but rather nourishes and cherishes 
it, even as Christ does the church, because we are members of his body. For this reason a man shall leave his father 
and his mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh. This is a great mystery, but I speak in 
reference to Christ and the church. 
OR: 

Brothers and sisters: Live in love, as Christ loved us. Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ loved the church and 
handed himself over for her to sanctify her, cleansing her by the bath of water with the word, that he might present to 
himself the church in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blem-
ish. So also husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. For no one 
hates his own flesh but rather nourishes and cherishes it, even as Christ does the church, because we are members of 
his body. For this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall be-

come one flesh. This is a great mystery, but I speak in reference to Christ and the church. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 34:2-3, 16-17, 18-19, 20-21  

R. (9a)  Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.  



HOLY CROSS CHURCH 

At times, the families of Holy Cross parishioners 
who have passed away request that gifts in their 

memories be made to Holy Cross Parish.  
 

These gifts are then used for special projects in the 
parish. This is a wonderful way to honor someone 
active in our parish at their passing. We invite you 
to consider remembering Holy Cross in this way in 

your funeral arrangements or at the death of a 
loved one who is a parishioner of Holy Cross.  

 
Your generosity and thoughtfulness will help us 

continue to minister to the needs of our parishion-
ers and the wider community.   
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SAVE THE DATE 
September 12, 2021 

 

Holy Cross Church’s  
Welcome Home Celebration  

11am-1pm 
 
 

 
 

Fun, Food Trucks, Friends, Family and Faith! 
 

*Free will donations happily accepted to offset the cost of our event.  

The Parish Offices will be closed on Friday 8/27  
 

 

 

From the Parish Nurse and Health Ministry 
 

Holy Cross is Hosting a Community Blood Drive 
with the American Red Cross 

Thursday, September 2, 2021, 11:00AM-4:00PM 
Parish Center Great Room  

 

We’re in need of Donors 
 

You May sign up by calling 1-800-RED-CROSS  
(1-800-733-2767) or visit RedCrossBlood.org and 

enter Holy Cross to schedule an appointment 
 

If you have any questions regarding Blood Donation 
please email  

Katherine Reynolds, Holy Cross Parish Nurse at 
Kreynolds0075@gmail.com 
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