
HOLY CROSS 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

PARISH FOUNDED AND STAFFED BY THE CONGREGATION OF HOLY CROSS SINCE 1966 

WELCOME 

Please introduce yourselves and register in 
order to become a member of this community 
of believers. We welcome your gifted presence 
in the life of our parish. 

OUR MISSION 

Holy Cross Parish, a community centered in 
the Eucharist, is committed in faith and love 
of Jesus Christ to fulfill the profoundly human 
and spiritual needs of its parishioners and the 
larger community it serves. We seek to inspire 
all, through deeds and by example, to do the 
work of Christ: to make God known, loved, 
and served. 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Weekday Mass 
Monday - Friday 9:00am 

Weekend Mass 
Saturday Vigil 4:00pm 
Sunday 8:30am, 10:00am 

Holy Days of Obligation 
9:00am, 7pm 

Confession 
Saturday 3:15 - 3:45pm 
Other by Appointment 

Pastoral Staff 

Fr. Bradley J. Metz, C.S.C., Pastor                        
Fr. John M. Santone, C.S.C., Parochial Vicar        
Deacon Gary Donahue, Pastoral Associate     
Margaret Dwyer-Hogan, Dir. Of Faith Formation          
Deborah Kelley, Finance     
Christopher Iannitelli, Director Of Music            
Paul Celia, Plant Manager 
Lindsay Franzoni, Parish Administrative Assistant

 225 Purchase Street •  Easton, MA 02375 

 info@holycrosseaston.org 

 Monday - Friday 9:00am-4:00pm 

 508.238.2235 

 www.holycrosseaston.org 

 www.facebook.com/
holycrossparisheaston.ma 

 https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Giving/
holycrosschurch 

OCTOBER 3, 2021 
TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
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Dear Parishioners, 

Ahhhhh, cooler temperatures have made it to new England with the beginning of October. Fr. John and I both 
appreciate being able to don a sweater and enjoy warm cups of coffee on these crisp autumn days. Not sure if 
Watson has sweaters or not, but I wouldn’t put it past Fr. John.  

Speaking of pets, we will have the Blessing of Pets in honor of St. Francis of Assisi’s October 4th feast day next 
Sunday at noon. We are blessing humans this weekend during the special 11:30am Healing Mass with the 
Sacrament of Anointing and a baptism following so this weekend anticipating the feast doesn’t work. Fr. John is 
also visiting family in Connecticut later today and I wouldn’t want him or Watson to miss out. So, bring all of your 
furry, scaled, or feathered friends to church next Sunday at noon for the brief prayer service and blessing. As 
always, all snakes go Fr. John’s way. 

We are so grateful and excited to have parishioners in the buildings again for Faith Formation. It was eerily quiet 
around here the past year and a half. The classrooms were busy after the 8:30am Sunday Mass with the first 
week of Faith Formation classes. Fr. John enjoyed visiting the classrooms while I prayed upstairs during the 
10:00am Mass for a successful and safe start to the year. I look forward to visiting classrooms this weekend. Our 
junior high YDisciples program began meeting in a refreshed and comfy Youth Room. Last Sunday we also 
welcomed over a hundred students in 9th and 10th grades and their parents and families for our first 5:30pm 
Sunday evening Mass. The 5:30pm Sunday evening Mass will only take place the weekends we have confirmation 
classes. Please check the parish website calendar if you are in doubt. Having a large group in the great room after 
Mass for orientation was great to see after it sat dark for so many months. 

The past few weeks the Parish Council, Finance Council, St. Vincent de Paul Society, Bible Study, Social Action 
Commission, Spiritual Book Club, Prayer Shawl Ministry, and Women’s and Men’s Cursillo Reunion groups all 
began meeting in person as well. If you are not regularly part of some parish ministry/group, please check out all 
the possibilities on the parish website: holycrossseaston.org and reach out to the listed parishioner contact or 
call the parish office to get involved. Don’t see something listed you would like to take part in here at Holy Cross 
Parish? Reach out to Fr. Brad for support in starting new ministries/groups. Parents at home or with flexible 
work schedules and young children, consider attending Kids, Coffee, and Christ Thursday morning gatherings the 
1st & 3rd Thursdays of every month. This will meet in the parish center from 9:00-11:00am. You are encouraged 
to join the 9:00am Mass and then connect with other Catholic parents while kids meet and play with each other.  

The parish is the people. Lots of people, lots of fellowship and fun while learning and living our faith together. 
Each time I lead Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament on Thursday mornings after Mass I begin my silent 
reflection by praying: “God, watch over every soul entrusted to our care here at Holy Cross. Bless all parishioners 
and let this be a place where everyone experiences your presence.” I know if this happens, we will be a parish in 
mission rather than maintenance mode. The main part of our mission is to be a place where each person has an 
encounter with Christ through the sacraments, primarily reconciliation and Eucharist, and through all the 
various ministries and programs we are and offer to one another and others we serve out of faith in action. The 
Eucharist, the Mass, must take pride of place in our busy lives. It is the source from which everything else flows 
out of faith, hope, and love. A personal and nourishing relationship with Jesus in the community of the church is 
what matters most. See you in church and around the parish.      

God Bless, 
Fr. Brad 



If you are a family member whose loved one 
 is being remembered in the Mass  

and would like to bring the gifts to the altar, please see 
one of the priests or ushers prior to the start of Mass. 

TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Saturday, October 2
4:00pm    Rose and Joe Kennedy 

 Requested by Martha Campbell Family 

Sunday, October 3
8:30am        Patricia Hopkins 1yr Anniversary

Requested by The Hopkins Family
10:00am     Colleen Allen Birthday Remembrance

Requested by Steve Allen
Monday, October 4
9:00am
Tuesday, October 5
9:00am
Wednesday, October 6
9:00am
Thursday, October 7
9:00am
Friday, October 8
9:00am    For the Members of Holy Cross Parish 
Saturday, October 9
4:00pm
Sunday, October 10
8:30am
10:00am     Claire and Ed Shockley

 Requested by The Shockley Family  
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SPONSOR A DAY 
Thank you to the following parishioners who 

sponsored a day in October: 

George Tyrrell              Gary Donahue 
Kevin Dixon                    Maureen Trudnak 
George Morelli            David McCormick 
Anthony Fontes        John Ippolito 
Laura Butler                   Stephanie Coose 
Glyn West                   Joyce Isiminger 
Laura Butler          Steven Madonna 
Kathleen Tully        Mary Calhoun  

MASS INTENTIONS 

Faith Formation Registration Is Open! 
Classes have begun but it isn’t too late to register. 

Check our website, www.holycrosseaston.org for details 
and registration links. 

Saint of the Month 
St. The re se of the Child Jesus 

St. The re se, more affectionately known as the “Little Flower,” 
was born on 02 January 1873 in Alençon, France to Louis and 
Marie (Gue rin) Martin.  She was the youngest of five children 
and at baptism was given the name Marie-Françoise-The re se. 

St. The re se had a happy and ordinary childhood.  She was in-
telligent and faith filled.  At the age of four her mother died 
which resulted in St. The re se’s father selling his business and 
moving the family to Lisieux where his children could be 
cared for by their aunt.  When St. The re se’s aunt entered the 
convent, this young lady began to feel called to the same voca-
tion.  At fourteen one of the sisters of St. The re se entered the 
same convent as her aunt. 

The following year St. The re se told her father that she wanted 
to join her aunt and sister at the Carmelite convent.  Mr. Mar-
tin agreed but the local bishop refused because of her young 
age.  A few months later when in Rome with her father for the 
priestly jubilee of Pope Leo XIII St. The re se knelt before the 
Holy Father for his blessing and asked him, “In honor of your 
jubilee, allow me to enter Carmel at fifteen.”  Pope Leo was 
impressed but upheld the decision of the bishop of Bayeux. 

On 09 April 1888 St. The re se finally entered the convent at 
Lisieux.  She professed her vows on 08 September 1890.  In 
1894 when her father died St. The re se was joined in the con-
vent by her sister who cared for their ailing father which re-
sulted in four Martin sisters living as nuns in the convent of 
Carmel.  Eighteen months later St. The re se took ill and on 30 
September 1897, at just 24 years of age, died.   

St. The re se was beatified in 1923 by Pope Pius XI and in 1925 
the same pope canonized her a saint.  In 1927 she was named 
patroness of all foreign missions and in 1997 declared a doc-
tor of the Church by Pope John Paul II.  Today she is also ven-
erated as the patroness of florists, France, and the Apostleship 
of Prayer.  To add to the beauty of this saint’s life, her parents 
were canonized saints by Pope Francis on 18 October 2015. 

Reflection Questions:  St. The re se, when praying, said: “O 
Jesus, my love, at last I have found my proper calling; my call 
is to love.”  Do we, as baptized Christians, love as our faith 
invites us to and as St. The re se modeled for us by the witness 
of her life?  How do we struggle to love?  Who witnesses true 
Christian love to us? 
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READING I    Gn 2:18-24 

The LORD God said: "It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a suitable partner for him." So the LORD God 
formed out of the ground various wild animals and various birds of the air, and he brought them to the man to see 
what he would call them; whatever the man called each of them would be its name. The man gave names to all the 
cattle, all the birds of the air, and all wild animals; but none proved to be the suitable partner for the man. So the 
LORD God cast a deep sleep on the man, and while he was asleep, he took out one of his ribs and closed up its place 
with flesh. The LORD God then built up into a woman the rib that he had taken from the man. When he brought her to 
the man, the man said: "This one, at last, is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; this one shall be called 'woman, 
'for out of 'her man’ this one has been taken." That is why a man leaves his father and mother and clings to his wife, 
and the two of them become one flesh.  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  

R. (cf. 5)  May the Lord bless us all the days of our lives

READING II        Heb 2:9-11 

Brothers and sisters: 
He "for a little while" was made "lower than the angels, "that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. 
For it was fitting that he, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many children to glory, should 
make the leader to their salvation perfect through suffering. He who consecrates and those who are being consecrat-
ed all have one origin. Therefore, he is not ashamed to call them “brothers.” 

GOSPEL     Mk 9:38-43, 45, 47-48 

The Pharisees approached Jesus and asked, "Is it lawful for a husband to divorce his wife?" They were testing him. 
He said to them in reply, "What did Moses command you?" They replied, "Moses permitted a husband to write a bill of 
divorce and dismiss her." But Jesus told them, "Because of the hardness of your hearts he wrote you this command-
ment. But from the beginning of creation, God made them male and female. For this reason a man shall leave his fa-
ther and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh. So they are no longer two but one 
flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, no human being must separate." In the house the disciples again ques-
tioned Jesus about this. He said to them, "Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against 
her;and if she divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery." And people were bringing children 
to him that he might touch them, but the disciples rebuked them. When Jesus saw this he became indignant and said 
to them, "Let the children come to me; do not prevent them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.  
Amen, I say to you, whoever does not accept the kingdom of God like a child will not enter it." Then he embraced 
them and blessed them, placing his hands on them. 

THE NICENE CREED 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. I believe in one 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were made. For us 
men and for our salvation he came down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin  Mary, and 
became man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, and rose again on 
the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is 
adored and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I 
confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 
world to come. Amen. 



HOLY CROSS CHURCH 

5 

MAINSPRING SHELTER MEALS 
THIRD SATURDAY OF EACH MONTH 

October 16, 2021 
Please let us know what you plan to bring a few 
days ahead. This will help us prepare to serve about 

130 guests 
Cathy Downes: 508 742 5957 cathy.downes@verizon.net 
Trish Murphy: 508 813 1880 triciamurph@gmail.com 
Deliver cooked food items to the lower kitchen be-

hind the Parish Center from 1:00 to 2:45 PM. 
Meal Suggestions: 

Cooked, sliced chicken          Cooked, sliced ham 
Potatoes           Cranberry sauce 
Pasta dishes w/meat & sauce  Macaroni and Chs 
Cooked vegetables         Stuffing & Gravy  
  Tossed Salad & Dressing     Bread or Rolls    
Desserts        Fresh fruit       

Servers are not needed at this time  
To Receive Flocknotes for Mainspring Meals or to 

sign up for Holy Cross Flocknotes at 
holycrossparish.flocknote.com/everyone 

Contact cathy.downes@verizon.net or  
triciamurph@gmail.com for more info  

From the Holy Cross Health Ministry  
Mass of the Anointing of the Sick 

All are welcome to come and be renewed in Body, Mind 
and Spirit 

Sunday, October 3, 2021,  11:30 AM 

LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD
Say NO to Physician Assisted Suicide 

The Massachusetts State Legislature is considering passing into 
law two deeply troubling bills this session which would legalize 
Physician Assisted Suicide. The bills, House 2381 and Senate 
1384, are identical in text and titled “An Act relative to end of 
life options”. “The Catholic Bishops of Massachusetts stand united 
in our strong opposition to Physician Assisted Suicide. It is an 
affront to life and a dangerous precedent for determining end of 
life issues. Physicians are trained to care for the ill, not to hasten 
death.” Here are some facts to consider before you take action: 
The bills would allow a physician to provide a deadly drug mix-
ture to an individual diagnosed with less than 6 months to live 
that, when consumed, would cause death.      
NOTE- That diagnosis could be wrong. Countless individuals 
have outlived that 6 month diagnosis and enjoyed many more 
precious months and years with family and friends. 
No Real Safeguards - A vulnerable individual (who could be 
depressed or fears being a “burden”) may be subject to undue 
influence by others to take the drug mixture, especially if there 
is a financial benefit as an incentive. The primary focus of elect-
ed officials should be dedicated to legislation providing quality 
health care, mental health care and palliative care to the sick 
and dying – particularly in the underserved, poor and minority 
communities that suffer the most at the time of need. 
How can your voice be heard? 
Call or email your legislators, let them know you are a Massa-
chusetts voter, and say NO Physician Assisted Suicide! Log on 
to www.macatholic.org and follow the links to find contact in-
formation for: Your individual State Senator and Representa-
tive via address and zip code link. Members of the legislative 
Joint Committee on Public Health who will be considering these 
bills. 
For individuals without internet access, please call the 

Massachusetts Catholic Conference at  617-746-5630 for 

legislative contact information. 

This event is for men & women who are interested in  
Cursillo, as well as those who have lived it.  

For more information, please reach out to Diane Cheevers at 
508-577-4548.

Saint Vincent de Paul Society will meet on Monday, 
October 11 at 7:00 PM in the Parish Center.   
Masks are recommended but not mandatory 

Altar Servers… Now that summer has ended, and 
school has resumed, we’d like to have altar servers as-
sisting once again at Mass. Anyone in 3rd grade and 
older who is interested is asked to contact Fr. John at 
the parish office. Once we have gathered names, we’ll 
schedule training sessions. For those who were serving 
as altar servers before COVID, please let us know that 
you're interested in continuing to be a part of this im-
portant parish ministry. 

http://www.macatholic.org
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Bible Study 
The Tuesday evening Bible Study Group will begin on 
October 5 at 7pm and the Friday morning Bible Study 
Group will begin on October 8 at 9:30am. The meetings 
are held in the Parish center. 
Both groups will study Angels in the Bible. We will ex-
amine some of the Bible’s most fascinating passages 
about angels and their service to God as mediators of 
His presence and action in the world. Everyone is wel-
come. Join either group. For more information: Call Fran 
Long 508-238-2255or email franlong313@gmail.com 

Becoming Catholic/RCIA is starting after the 10:00 
Mass on 10/3/21 Please contact Deacon Gary  at  

gdonahue@holycrosseaston.org for more  info 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  If you knit or crochet, 
please consider joining this active ministry. Email Pat 
mimibro15@comcast.net or call  508 238 2194. We are 
very grateful to Tom Murray and Pepperell Braiding 
Company for keeping us supplied with yarn.  

Bishop Connolly High School will host two OPEN HOUSE 
2021 events for prospective families this fall: Sunday, 
October 17 from 1 to 3 p.m., and Thursday, November 4 
from 5 to 8 p.m. BCHS is an AP Capstone Diploma School 
that prepares every student for college success--meet 

our faculty and students to learn more! For event details 
or to apply online, visit BishopConnolly.com. 

Volunteer Opportunity for Confirmation Students 

 On October 24, 2021 we will celebrate the 150th Anni-
versary of Immaculate Conception Parish in Easton.  
The day will begin with Mass to be celebrated with Bish-
op da Cunha followed by an outdoor parish celebration 
including food, games & activities.   We are hoping that 
many of our confirmation students would volunteer to 
help with the day’s events.  Students may help with as 
many or as few hours as they would like.  For any stu-
dents looking to volunteer, community service hours 
may be applied toward the volunteer hours needed if 
you are planning on applying for the National Honor 
Society at Oliver Ames High School.  This is also a great 
opportunity for all students to earn community service 
hours which would be of great benefit to you when you 
fill out your college application letters in a few years.     
We are looking for volunteers as follows: 
8AM-11AM – help setting up tables & chairs & activities 
10AM-11:AM –anyone willing to dress appropriately 
for Mass, help needed to distribute program before 
Mass and attend Mass  
11AM-2PM –help running games & activities for young 
children; help bus tables and remove trash and stay to 
help clean up after the celebration, including breaking 
down tables and chairs.   
Clean up may go until 3PM 

You are welcome to volunteer for just an hour or 
two or for as many hours as you are available on Oc-
tober 24th  For anyone interested in earning commu-
nity service hours towards Confirmation or to just 
help your parish with the 150th Anniversary Cele-
bration, please contact Anne Marie Murray at Im-
maculate Conception  508-238-3232 to register. 

Candlelight procession, family prayer, and fun fall 
refreshments? JOIN IN THE FUN!  

The Museum of Family Prayer in North Easton, Mass. is 
hosting an October Rosary Festival, just in time to cele-
brate the season! Fall in New England means crisp, sun-
ny days and outdoor experiences. Join us for the Octo-
ber Rosary Festival on Friday, October 8, 2021 at 

6:00pm, at the Museum of Family Prayer at The Father 
Peyton Center, 518 Washington St., in North Easton, MA. 

For more info call 508-238-4095 or go to 
www.MuseumofFamilyPrayer.org 

Please join us for our Pound, Pair or Yard Auction.  
Wednesday, October 13th, 7:00 pm at Holy Cross 

Church, 225 Purchase Street, Easton.  
Please bring one of these items wrapped to be auctioned 
off.  A pound of anything, pair of something or an item 
that is a yard.  We will auction these off to the highest 
bidder.  All proceeds will go to our Scholarship Tea for 

seniors graduating.   
 If you have any questions, please contact Stephanie 

Coose at scoose5@verizon.net or 508-944-2235  Please 
bring a friend to join us and learn more about Daughters 

of Isabella.  Refreshments will be served. 

Daughters of Isabella – October Meeting 

Robin Durgin-King is collecting Halloween costumes for 
children in the Louison House Family Shelter in all sizes. 
Please drop off  any donated costumes in the Church 

vestibule by October 16th.   
Contact Robin at 508-345-5620 with any questions 

tel:1-508-238-3232
https://url.emailprotection.link/?bF0oBQoOwLmOMDmnt9GBDsyK5UBk1TaAqKBg1Diy1-xEp559D_BSNJUDBrqKRKUCEOWS9bgBbmMGCOY2CyzeIk9fSQLyip54aZ5j_KlIn7dfJurMhUTJTP3StrFqyvcYN
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