
HOLY CROSS 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

PARISH FOUNDED AND STAFFED BY THE CONGREGATION OF HOLY CROSS SINCE 1966 

 

WELCOME 
 

Please introduce yourselves and register in 
order to become a member of this community 
of believers. We welcome your gifted presence 
in the life of our parish. 
 
 

OUR MISSION 
 

Holy Cross Parish, a community centered in 
the Eucharist, is committed in faith and love 
of Jesus Christ to fulfill the profoundly human 
and spiritual needs of its parishioners and the 
larger community it serves. We seek to inspire 
all, through deeds and by example, to do the 
work of Christ: to make God known, loved, 
and served. 
 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Weekday Mass 
Monday - Friday 9:00am 
 

Weekend Mass 
Saturday Vigil 4:00pm 
Sunday 8:30am, 10:00am, 5:30pm 
 

Holy Days of Obligation 
9:00am, 7pm 
 

Confession 
Saturday 3:15 - 3:45pm 
Other by Appointment 

Pastoral Staff 
 

Fr. Bradley J. Metz, C.S.C., Pastor                                                       
Fr. John M. Santone, C.S.C., Parochial Vicar                               
Deacon Gary Donahue, Pastoral Associate                            
Margaret Dwyer-Hogan, Dir. Of Faith Formation           
Deborah Kelley, Finance     
Christopher Iannitelli, Director Of Music                               
Paul Celia, Plant Manager 
Lindsay Franzoni, Parish Administrative Assistant                                                            
 
 225 Purchase Street •  Easton, MA 02375  
 
 info@holycrosseaston.org 
 
 Monday - Friday 9:00am-4:00pm 
 
 508.238.2235 
 
 www.holycrosseaston.org 
 
 www.facebook.com/

holycrossparisheaston.ma 
 
 https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Giving/

holycrosschurch 

DECEMBER 5, 2021 
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
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On this Second Sunday of Advent our passages from sacred Scripture have a two-fold challenge.  
First, to be Christians who’re marked by hope and second, to heed the voice of John the Baptist 
who preached a message of repentance in preparation for the coming of the Messiah. 
 
To the first. Each morning as I get ready, I listen to news podcasts and one of them ends by 
highlighting a person who has made a positive impact on their community. I’m always struck by the 
good that they’ve done and how it has impacted a life or, often, many lives. From a Christian 
perspective, the story is about how faith leads to Christian witness. This Advent season is inviting us 
to let our faith be the light that allows others to see Christ alive in us. How can we be people of 
hope?  How can we touch peoples lives and bring them joy? 
 
Our parish has many wonderful parishioners who quietly engage in ministries that impact people’s 
lives and bring them joy. From Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist who bring Holy 
Communion to our homebound parishioners; to our St. Vincent de Paul Society who can assist 
those experiencing food insecurity because of your generous donations; to our Prayer Shawl 
Ministry that provides a knitted wrap for our sick so that they can be embraced by our prayers and 
love. These and all parish ministries, lead me to reflect on my own life. How am I making a 
deliberate effort to live out my faith? What more might I be able to do to be Christ-like? 
 
To the second. Repentance is a term we’re accustomed to hearing during Lent. In the gospel John 
the Baptist was preaching a message that went beyond a confession of wrongdoings. He wanted the 
people to prepare their hearts and souls for the coming of Christ. It was an entire transformation 
and he wanted those listening to realize that their lives needed to be grounded in God. 
 
The Advent Season is inviting us to slow down, consider Christ, and prepare ourselves spiritually for 
the time when our Savior will come again. How? Find five more minutes in your day for prayer. I do 
this by starting my car drive with a prayer before turning on the radio. Download the “Hallow” app 
to your phone and open it before you go to sleep and spend a few minutes with the Lord before you 
nestle into bed. Add a family prayer to your dinner routine. 
 
Our preparation during this Advent Season is about hearts and souls made to be a proper dwelling 
place for Christ. May we find time to tend to our faith as we move through this short yet beautiful 
liturgical season. 
 
Prayers for you and Advent blessings – 
 
Fr. John  



SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Saturday, December 4 
4:00pm     Kevin J. Gilbride and Philip Gilbride   
                    Requested from Family 
Sunday, December 5 

8:30am      Simone Moore 
                   Requested from Huffenus Family 
10:00am    Laura Williams 
                  Requested from Family 
5:30pm      Maria Gomes-Furtado 
                     Requested from Family 
Monday, December 6 

9:00am      Jeannie Heppler 
                  Requested from John and Rosemary Heppler 
Tuesday, December 7 

9:00am      Sheila Murphy 
                     Requested from Mary Murphy 
Wednesday, December  8 

9:00am      Souls in Purgatory 
                     Anonymous Request 
Thursday, December 9 

9:00am       Betty Suarez “Month’s Mind Mass” 
                      Requested by Kelly Pope 
Friday, December 10 

9:00am      Bob Draver 
                     Requested from Fr. John 
Saturday, December 11 
4:00pm      Laurie Aviabile 
                     Requested from Diane McGuinness 
Sunday, December 12 

8:30am      Doloris Fierro 1st Anniversary 
                Requested from Dianne Kincaid 
10:00am   Alice Bubello 
                  Requested from Nancy and Gary Donahue 
5:30pm      People of Holy Cross Parish 
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SPONSOR A DAY 
 

Thank you to the following parishioners who  
sponsored a day in December: 

 

Dan Corbett                                 Stephen & Kerry Pires 
Dave & Jenna Nelson                Mark & Diane Jussaume 
Donna Voltolini                          Derek and Heather Hanson 
Thomas Bono                              David and Christine Blelloch 
Kathleen Curtis                           The Gaultier Family 
Nicole Lang                                  Mark and Roula Lombardi 
Brian and Candace Shockley   Jeff & Tracy Robarge 
Joe & Muriel Studley                 Sylwia Nowakowski 
David and Paula Keane 
 

MASS INTENTIONS The Immaculate Conception 
08 December 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 This month we celebrate the Solemnity of the Immacu-
late Conception, a holy day of obligation, which com-
memorates that the Blessed Virgin Mary was free from 
original sin from the first instance of her existence.  This 
dogma (a definitive, or infallible, teaching of the Church) 
was first taught by Pope Pius IX after consultation with 
the world’s bishops, and promulgated in the papal bull 
Ineffabilis Deus on 08 December 1854, the day that re-
mains its liturgical feast. 
 

 The Immaculate Conception is not found explicitly in 
sacred Scripture.  However, the definition appeals to 
certain biblical texts [e.g., the angel’s greeting Mary as 
being “full of grace” (Luke 1:28); Elizabeth’s tribute, 
“blessed are you among women” (Luke 1:42); and the 
promised victory over the serpent (Genesis 3:15)]. 
 

 The religious meaning of this dogma centers on the vic-
tory of God’s grace, freely given in Christ.  It reminds us 
that sin, which touches our lives, places us in a state of 
needing God’s salvation.  We receive that salvation be-
cause of God’s love and mercy.  Mary’s lack of sin cele-
brates God’s victory over the powers of the world. 
 

 The Blessed Virgin Mary holds a significant place in the 
life of Catholics.  She was a woman of grace who gave 
herself completely to God and His will when she said yes 
to Him and accepted his invitation to bear the Christ 
child.  She was a woman of strength who stood by the 
cross as her son gave his life for the salvation of the 
world.  The Blessed Virgin Mary teaches us about uncon-
ditional love, how-to live-in union with God, and faith. 
 

Reflection Questions:  Take some time to slowly pray 
and meditate on the words of the “Hail Mary.”  As you 
pray through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
what words of the prayer touches your heart and how 
does the example of the Mother of Jesus inspire you to 
strive for Christian holiness? 
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MAINSPRING SHELTER MEALS 
THIRD SATURDAY OF EACH MONTH 

December 18, 2021 
Please let us know what you plan to bring a few 

days ahead. This will help us prepare to serve about 
130 guests 

Cathy Downes: 508 742 5957 cathy.downes@verizon.net 
Trish Murphy: 508 813 1880 triciamurph@gmail.com 

Deliver cooked food items to the lower kitchen be-
hind the Parish Center from 1:00 to 2:45 PM. 

Meal Suggestions: 
Cooked, sliced chicken                               Cooked, sliced ham  
Potatoes                                                         Fresh fruit                                  
Pasta dishes w/meat & sauce               Macaroni  & Cheese 
Cooked vegetables                                     Stuffing & Gravy  
 Tossed Salad & Dressing                        Bread or Rolls    
Cranberry sauce                                                                                                  Desserts                                                  

Servers are not needed at this time  
To Receive Flocknotes for Mainspring Meals or to 

sign up for Holy Cross Flocknotes at 
holycrossparish.flocknote.com/everyone 

Contact cathy.downes@verizon.net or  
triciamurph@gmail.com for more info  

Outreach Sunday 
December  5th 

 Some of the requests from the community agencies we serve 
have changed to reflect their current needs. 
My Brother’s Keeper-diapers, household cleaning products, 
sponges, canned: soup, fruit, pasta sauce, vegetables. Peanut 
butter, jelly, pasta, mac and cheese, snacks 
Birthright-diapers, wipes 
Family & Community Resources-canned: soup, fruit, pasta 
sauce, vegetables. Peanut butter, jelly, pasta, mac and cheese, 
snacks 
Mainspring House-toiletries 
We Do Care-support local widows and widowers and their fam-
ilies by donating grocery store gift cards 
Louisan Family Shelter-birthday bag items: cake mixes, frost-
ing, cake pans, birthday party supplies: plates, napkins, ban-
ners, plasticware, tablecloths and decorations 
Please leave your donations in the gathering area of the church 
on Outreach Sunday, the first Sunday of each month. Thank you 
for continuing to generously support our local community ser-

vice agencies! 
Please contact Claire Abate with any questions at 

claire@claireabate.com. 

Thank  you for all of the generous donations to 
The Louison Shelter. 

 A special thank you to Claire Smith, Kerry Pires, 
Diane Dias and Bernie LaFerriere for your  

continued support.  

We are interested in recruiting additional hospitality min-
isters and ushers for all weekend Masses.  If you’re inter-
ested in being a part of this important parish ministry, 

The Easton Council, #238, Knights of Columbus, would 
like to thank you for your continued generosity and sup-
port in making our 4th Annual Thanksgiving Pie Drive an 
overwhelming success.  
We were able to donate 69 pies to the following organiza-
tions:   
MainSpring House in Brockton  
Easton Police & Fire Depts  
Stoughton Police & Fire Depts   
Thank you to Mann Orchards in Methuen for partnering 
with us for the 1st time and baking the delicious pies.  
The Easton Council, #238, Knights of Columbus, wishes you 
and your families a very Happy & Wonderful Holiday Season 

Abundant Hope Pregnancy Resource Center is seeking to fill 3 
part-time positions in our Attleboro office. 
Positions include a Nurse Manager (RN), Client Services Coor-
dinator and Administrative Liaison.  We are looking for self-
motivated, team-oriented individuals of high integrity who 
possess a great pro-life work ethic and is passionate about 
fulfilling Christ’s work right here in our community.  If you 
are interested in learning more, please email Direc-
tor@ahprc.org.  This just may be the answer to your prayers 
this Christmas  
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Please join us for the annual Holly Fair Fundraiser next weekend.  

 
Our annual Holly Fair will once again be held in person this year the weekend of December 11th & 12th in our parish 
center.  It is a sentimental, essential parish fundraiser and enjoyable community event for our parishioners and the 
greater area community.  
 

The parish community of Holy Cross offers meeting space and coordinates outreach drives to many other non-profit 
agencies: Easton Girls Softball, Easton Athletic Boosters, Boys and Girls Scouts, We Do Care, Cursillo, A.A. meetings, 
Daughters of Isabella, St. Vincent de Paul, Red Cross Blood drives, My Brother’s Keeper, monthly Mainspring Home-
less Shelter meals, Louison Family Shelter, Birthright, Abundant Hope, Family & Community Resource Center, Penelo-
pe’s Place, Visiting Nurses Association, the Brockton VA. We are grateful for our continued blessings and success in 
making God known, loved, and served for the past fifty-five years. We are grateful for your support in helping us to 
continue our mission and ministry in our parish and to the wider community at large.       
 

On behalf of the Holly Fair coordinators, I express my sincere gratitude for your thoughtful consideration and gener-
ous support especially during the ongoing pandemic. I will keep you in my prayers and look forward to seeing you 
there.   
 
God bless you and yours, 

 
Rev. Brad Metz, C.S.C. 
Pastor 
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 SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
READING I    Bar 5:1-9  
Jerusalem, take off your robe of mourning and misery; put on the splendor of glory from God forever: wrapped in the 
cloak of justice from God, bear on your head the mitre that displays the glory of the eternal name. For God will show all 
the earth your splendor: you will be named by God forever the peace of justice, the glory of God’s worship.     
Up, Jerusalem! stand upon the heights; look to the east and see your children gathered from the east and the west 
at the word of the Holy One, rejoicing that they are remembered by God. Led away on foot by their enemies they left 
you: but God will bring them back to you borne aloft in glory as on royal thrones. For God has commanded that every 
lofty mountain be made low, and that the age-old depths and gorges be filled to level ground, that Israel may advance 
secure in the glory of God. The forests and every fragrant kind of tree have overshadowed Israel at God’s command; 
for God is leading Israel in joy by the light of his glory, with his mercy and justice for company.  
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  
The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy.  
 

READING II        Phil 1:4-6, 8-11  
Brothers and sisters: 
I pray always with joy in my every prayer for all of you, because of your partnership for the gospel from the first day 
until now. I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work in you will continue to complete it until the day of 
Christ Jesus. God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer: 
that your love may increase ever more and more in knowledge and every kind of perception, to discern what is of val-
ue, so that you may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness  that comes through 
Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.  
 

GOSPEL         Lk 21:25-28, 34-36  
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was tetrarch 
of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias was tetrarch of Abi-
lene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the desert. 
John went throughout the whole region of the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as 
it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah: A voice of one crying out in the desert: “Prepare the way of 
the Lord, make straight his paths. Every valley shall be filled and every mountain and hill shall be made low. 
The winding roads shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth, and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.”  
 

THE NICENE CREED 
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. I believe in one 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God from God, Light from Light, true 
God from true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were made. For us men 
and for our salvation he came down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin  Mary, and became 
man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the third 
day in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored and glori-
fied, who has spoken through the prophets. I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the  world to come. Amen.  
 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 
God’s Personal Assistants 
If you have ever planned a large-scale event, whether it’s a musical performance or a religious conference, you may 
have dealt with someone’s personal assistant. Possibly this person would be a representative of the keynote speaker or 
the master of ceremonies for the local bishop; perhaps it’s even the staffer of a local politician or the lackey of a well-
known musical act. Personal assistants are masters of stewardship — overseeing things in their boss’ absence. They 
prepare the way. This person’s job is to get everything ready for the person in charge, so that when he or she shows up 
— whoever he or she is — it’s smooth sailing for them to do whatever it is they need to do: sing, speak, pray, mingle, 
what-have-you. It’s usually a big job full of little things, a gig where attention to detail is key. God is the guest of honor in 
our life, the keynote speaker, the main event. And what He wants — what He needs — to do is to change our hearts. 
Constantly, over, and over, and over again. We are all His personal assistants in this endeavor. We need to prepare the 
way of the Lord, to make straight His paths. We need to make everything ready so that when He shows up — however 
He shows up, whether it’s in the form of a neighbor in need or a burning bush right in front of us — everything is ready 
for Him to do His job. 
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS ©LPi 


