
HOLY CROSS 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

PARISH FOUNDED AND STAFFED BY THE CONGREGATION OF HOLY CROSS SINCE 1966 

 

WELCOME 
 

Please introduce yourselves and register in 
order to become a member of this community 
of believers. We welcome your gifted presence 
in the life of our parish. 
 
 

OUR MISSION 
 

Holy Cross Parish, a community centered in 
the Eucharist, is committed in faith and love 
of Jesus Christ to fulfill the profoundly human 
and spiritual needs of its parishioners and the 
larger community it serves. We seek to inspire 
all, through deeds and by example, to do the 
work of Christ: to make God known, loved, 
and served. 
 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Weekday Mass 
Monday - Thursday 9:00am 
 

Weekend Mass 
Saturday Vigil 4:00pm 
Sunday 8:30am, 10:00am, 5:30pm 
 

Holy Days of Obligation 
9:00am, 7pm 
 

Confession 
Saturday 3:15 - 3:45pm 
Other by Appointment 

Pastoral Staff 
 

Fr. Bradley J. Metz, C.S.C., Pastor                                                       
Fr. John M. Santone, C.S.C., Parochial Vicar                               
Deacon Gary Donahue, Pastoral Associate                            
Margaret Dwyer-Hogan, Dir. Of Faith Formation           
Deborah Kelley, Finance     
Christopher Iannitelli, Director Of Music                               
Paul Celia, Plant Manager 
Lindsay Franzoni, Parish Administrative Assistant                                                            
 
 225 Purchase Street •  Easton, MA 02375  
 
 info@holycrosseaston.org 
 
 Monday - Friday 9:00am-4:00pm 
 
 508.238.2235 
 
 www.holycrosseaston.org 
 
 www.facebook.com/

holycrossparisheaston.ma 
 
 https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Giving/

holycrosschurch 

 

JANUARY 23, 2022 
3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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Dear Parishioners, 
 
The third week in January has been designated the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity in the Roman Catholic Church since 
1908. If you have never read the Catechism, the official teaching of the Church, you might want to check out in Part One, 
Chapter Three, Article Nine, Paragraph Three, Section I (811-821) goes into detail what the Church means about One when 
we profess in the Creed “one, holy, catholic, and apostolic church.” Specifically in 816 it states: “The sole Church of Christ 
[is that] which our Savior, after his Resurrection, entrusted to Peter’s pastoral care, commissioning him and the other 
apostles to extend and rule it…This Church, constituted and organized as a society in the present world, subsists in the 
Catholic Church, which is governed by the successor of Peter and by the bishops in communion with him.” It goes on to 
describe in 817-819 wounds to its unity and then always working toward unity in 820-821.  
 
It is important to point out that while the above 816 is clearly stated, the following is also stated in 819: “’Furthermore, 
many elements of sanctification and of truth’ are found outside the visible confines of the Catholic Church: ‘the written 
Word of God, the life of grace; faith, hope, and charity, with the other interior gifts of the Holy Spirit, as well as visible ele-
ments.’ Christ’s Spirit uses these Churches and ecclesial communities as means of salvation, whose power derives from the 
fullness of grace and truth that Christ has entrusted to the Catholic Church.” Therefore, to say that someone converts to 
Roman Catholicism from another Christian denomination dismisses much more that we do share in common than what 
separates us. Faith is faith, grace is grace, Baptism is Baptism. That is also why when someone comes into Full-Communion 
with the Catholic Church (a validly baptized Christian who seeks communion within the Catholic Church) we do not re-
baptize them but ask that they make a Profession of Faith. Most of the women and men we officially welcomed into our 
Catholic community here at Holy Cross back in November are in this classification, one with us in faith through the grace of 
our common Baptism in Christ. Catechumens are people seeking inclusion who have never been baptized. 
 
Here in Easton clergy from many of the various Christian communities (but not all even though always invited) and our two 
Jewish faith communities regularly come together for dialogue over lunch, at least we did monthly before covid. There we 
Catholic priests enter into ecumenical (ecclesial, church) conversations with other Christian pastors and ministers and inter
-religious dialogue with the Jewish Rabbis. If we had any mosques in Easton inter-religious dialogue would also be the ap-
propriate term to use with imams. We all sit at a common table and the differences that arise we kindly ask clarifying 
questions and try to understand the best we can. Many of us rarely attend services in other churches and the synagogues 
because most of them take place on the same day and at similar times. I haven’t attended Shabbat services here in Easton, 
but I did while living and studying in Jerusalem in the spring of 1995. We do try and have brought our communities togeth-
er for a shared Thanksgiving evening prayer service that has rotated places of worship. We have never hosted at Holy 
Cross since I have been here, but maybe 2022 might be the year. Our annual Diocesan Marian Medal award ceremony and 
5:30pm Mass have deterred me from offering our space since the service usually starts at 6 or 6:30 and we’re just finishing 
up with our fourth weekend Mass and presence at the additional prayer service in Fall River.  
 
Nonetheless, the Decree on Ecumenism (Unitatis Redintegratio) promulgated by the Second Vatican Council in 1964 in-
vites us to always work toward mutual understanding and respect among Christian churches in the hope of ultimate reuni-
fication. Sr. Genevieve Glen, OSB sums up this ideal with reality when she writes, “But in a world as fragmented as ours is 
today- where religious, ethnic, and political differences quickly yield division, and division just as quickly tuns to hostility 
and violence- disillusionment has dimmed enthusiasm. Jesus’ prayer for unity, as fine an ideal as it expresses, seems al-
most to have become an impossible dream” (blog.giveusthisday.org/2022/01/18/a-prayer-for-unity). I agree that it might 
take the second coming before this actually happens in this world. Nevertheless, we each do our best, with God’s grace 
and inspiration, to heal, hear each other out, and hope for increased unity over prolonged or even further disunity or even 
worse, disdain. Come Holy Spirit! We have our work cut out for us in our families, parish, Easton, and among the catholic 
churches and the Catholic Church throughout the world.  
       
God Bless, 
Fr. Brad        



Are you hurting from a past abortion experience?  
 

Whether you have had an abortion, have helped some-
one else to obtain one, or have been professionally in-
volved as an advocate or provider, Project Rachel can 
help. Rachel is a private, confidential, and sensitive ser-
vice that will refer you to a priest and/or counselor with 
special training.  
 

Call and begin your move towards reconciliation: at 
peace with God, your unborn child, your family, your 
church, and yourself.  
 

Call Project Rachel: 1-508-997-3300 or  
email us: pla@plrachel.com 
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At times, the families of Holy Cross parishioners who 
have passed away request that gifts in their memories 

be made to Holy Cross Parish. These gifts are then used 
for special projects in the parish. This is a wonderful 
way to honor someone active in our parish at their  

passing.  
We invite you to consider remembering Holy Cross in 

this way in your funeral arrangements or at the death of 
a loved one who is a parishioner of Holy Cross 

     Your generosity and thoughtfulness will help us con-
tinue to minister to the needs of our parishioners and 

the wider community.  

 

Remember to inform the parish office if a family mem-
ber is in a hospital or a rehab. center, has become home-
bound, or has been moved to a nursing facility, so that 
one of the priests can make a pastoral visit and, if     
appropriate, a communion minister can regularly bring 
communion.   

From the Health Ministry and Parish Nurses 
Tips for a Healthy and Safe New Year 

 
Adapted from CDC recommendations  

 
Reduce the spread of COVID-19 this New Year 
• Get your COVID-19 and Flu Shots ASAP if not al-

ready vaccinated and COVID-19 booster 
• Wear a mask regardless of vaccination status in-

doors in areas with substantial or high COVID-19 
transmission. 

• Also wear a mask indoors in public if you have a 
weakened immune system or are not fully vaccinat-
ed. 

• Wash your hands for 20 seconds frequently.  5 
Handwashing steps are to wet, lather, scrub, rinse 
and dry. 

                                                                 Daughters of Isabella – February Meeting 
 

 
Please join us on Wednesday, February 9th at Holy 
Cross Church, 225 Prospect Street, for our Baby Shower 
and Valentine’s Meeting.   Please bring a baby item to be 
donated and your Valentine cards to be distributed to 

residents at Southeast Rehabilitation and Skilled Nurs-
ing in Easton.  If you have any questions, please contact 
Stephanie Coose at scoose5@verizon.net or 508-944-

2235  Please bring a friend to join us and learn more 
about Daughters of Isabella.  Refreshments will be 
served. 

Sign up on the parish webpage: 
www.holycrosseaston.org 

                              
                            The Prayer Shawl Ministry will meet on  
                            Tuesday, Jan. 25th at 9:30 a.m.  
                            after Morning Mass  

  
 

St. Mary’s 
Catholic School  

 

www.StMaryMansSchool.org     
  

  

Applications for the 2022-2023 school year are now 
available! 

If you are interested in Catholic education for your 
child, please visit our website and complete an 

application! 
There will be an Open House  

for prospective families on 
 Sunday, January 30 
10:30am-12:00pm 

Please join us for the 9:30am Mass and visit our school 
after Mass to begin our celebration of  

Catholic Schools Week! 

mailto:pla@plrachel.com
mailto:scoose5@verizon.net
http://www.StMaryMansSchool.org
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MASS INTENTIONS 

Saturday, January 22 
4:00pm      Br. Robert V. Fontaine, C.S.C. 
                     Requested by Janet and Mike Shurtleff 

Sunday, January 23 

8:30am        
10:00am    Margot White 10th Anniversary 
                 Requested by Robert White 
5:30pm 
 
Monday, January 24 

9:00am     Fr. Gregory Paul 
                    Requested by The Paul Family 
Tuesday, January 25 
9:00am      Eva Schoonover (living) Requested by family 
Wednesday, January 26 

9:00am    
   Thursday, January 27 

9:00am      
  Friday, January 28 

9:00am      Francis Finnery 
                Requested by Family 
Saturday, January 29 
4:00pm      Clarence Leo Hassan 2nd Anniversary 
                     Requested by Larry Hassan and Family 

Sunday, January 30 

8:30am       Ryan Costa 
                      Requested by Joyce Isiminger and Family 
10:00am    Jillian Allison 3rd Anniversary 
                 Requested by Family 
5:30pm 

 

If you are a family member whose loved one 
 is being remembered in the Mass  

and would like to bring the gifts to the altar, please see 
one of the priests or ushers prior to the start of Mass. 

From the Health Ministry and Parish Nurses 
Tips for a Healthy and Safe New Year (continued) 

Adapted from CDC recommendations  
Strategies to prevent chronic disease: 
• Make time to unwind and connect with others 
• Sleep at least 7 hours per night and be consistent in 

bedtime and rising time 
• Eat healthy, more fruits and vegetables and less sugar 

and salt 
• Move more, sit less (150 minutes aerobic activity per 

week and muscle strengthening 2 x per week) 
• Substitute water for sugary or alcoholic drinks to re-

duce calories 
• Don’t use tobacco 
• Stay sun safe (UV rays harm skin regardless of tem-

The parish office 
hours have changed. 

 

Starting January 
14th the office will 
now be closed on  

Fridays. 
 

New Office Hours 
are: 

M-Th 9-4 

  

***PLEASE NOTE**** Some of the requests from the com-
munity agencies we serve have changed to reflect their cur-
rent needs. 
 

My Brother’s Keeper-diapers, household cleaning products, 
sponges, canned goods: soup, fruit, pasta sauce, vegetables. 
Peanut butter, jelly, pasta, mac and cheese, snacks 
 

Birthright-diapers, wipes 
 

Mainspring House-toiletries 
 

We Do Care-support local widows and widowers and their 
families by donating grocery store gift cards. 
 

Please leave your donations in the gathering area of the 
church on Outreach Sunday, the first Sunday of each 
month. Thank you for continuing to generously support 
our local community service agencies! 
 

Please contact Claire Abate with any questions at 

claire@claireabate.com. 
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READING I           Neh 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10  
Ezra the priest brought the law before the assembly, which consisted of men, women, and those children old enough to understand. 
Standing at one end of the open place that was before the Water Gate, he read out of the book from daybreak till midday, in the 
presence of the men, the women, and those children old enough to understand; and all the people listened attentively to the book of 
the law. Ezra the scribe stood on a wooden platform that had been made for the occasion. He opened the scroll so that all the peo-
ple might see it — for he was standing higher up than any of the people —; and, as he opened it, all the people rose. Ezra blessed 
the LORD, the great God, and all the people, their hands raised high, answered, “Amen, amen!” Then they bowed down and pros-
trated themselves before the LORD, 
their faces to the ground. Ezra read plainly from the book of the law of God, interpreting it so that all could understand what was 
read. Then Nehemiah, that is, His Excellency, and Ezra the priest-scribe and the Levites who were instructing the people said to all 
the people: “Today is holy to the LORD your God. Do not be sad, and do not weep”— 
for all the people were weeping as they heard the words of the law. He said further: “Go, eat rich foods and drink sweet drinks, and 
allot portions to those who had nothing prepared; for today is holy to our LORD. Do not be saddened this day, for rejoicing in the 
LORD must be your strength!”  
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM     Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15  
Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life.  
 

READING II             1 Cor 12:12-30  
Brothers and sisters: 
As a body is one though it has many parts, and all the parts of the body, though many, are one body, so also Christ. 
For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, slaves or free persons, and we were all given to drink 
of one Spirit. Now the body is not a single part, but many. If a foot should say, “Because I am not a hand I do not belong to the body, 
“ it does not for this reason belong any less to the body. Or if an ear should say, “Because I am not an eye I do not belong to the 
body, “ it does not for this reason belong any less to the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the 
whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? 
But as it is, God placed the parts, each one of them, in the body as he intended. If they were all one part, where would the body be? 
But as it is, there are many parts, yet one body. The eye cannot say to the hand, “I do not need you, “ 
nor again the head to the feet, “I do not need you.” Indeed, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are all the more necessary, 
and those parts of the body that we consider less honorable we surround with greater honor, and our less presentable parts are 
treated with greater propriety, whereas our more presentable parts do not need this. 
But God has so constructed the body as to give greater honor to a part that is without it, so that there may be no division in the 
body, but that the parts may have the same concern for one another. If one part suffers, all the parts suffer with it; if one part is 
honored, all the parts share its joy. Now you are Christ’s body, and individually parts of it. Some people God has designated in the 
church to be, first, apostles; second, prophets; third, teachers; then, mighty deeds; 
then gifts of healing, assistance, administration, and varieties of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all 
work mighty deeds? Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret?  
 

GOSPEL                   Lk 1:1-4; 4:14-21  
Since many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the events that have been fulfilled among us, just as those who were eyewit-
nesses from the beginning and ministers of the word have handed them down to us, I too have decided, 
after investigating everything accurately anew, to write it down in an orderly sequence for you, most excellent Theophilus,  so that 
you may realize the certainty of the teachings you have received. Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news of 
him spread throughout the whole region. He taught in their synagogues and was praised by all. He came to Nazareth, where he had 
grown up, and went according to his custom  into the synagogue on the sabbath day. He stood up to read and was handed a scroll of 
the prophet Isaiah. He unrolled the scroll and found the passage where it was written:  
  The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to 
captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, and to proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord. 
Rolling up the scroll, he handed it back to the attendant and sat down, and the eyes of all in the synagogue looked intently at him. 
He said to them, “Today this Scripture passage is fulfilled in your hearing.” inferior one; but you have kept the good wine until 
now.” Jesus did this as the beginning of his signs at Cana in Galilee and so revealed his glory, and his disciples began to believe in 
him.  
 

THE NICENE CREED 
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. I believe in one Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were made. For us men and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin  Mary, and became man. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his king-
dom will have no end. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with 
the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic 
Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the  world 
to come. Amen.  
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St. Thomas Aquinas 

28 January 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St. Thomas Aquinas was born around 1225 into the family 
of the Count of Aquino.  His father, Landulf, was a knight, 
while his mother, Theodora, was of Norman descent.  
Thomas was born in the castle of Rocca Secca in the little 
town of Aquino, Italy. 
 

As a child Thomas was taken to the abbey of Monte Casino 
where he stayed until he was approximately thirteen 
years of age.  While living in the monastery Thomas re-
ceived his education.  In 1239 he was sent to the Universi-
ty of Naples, where for five years he studied the arts and 
sciences.  It was there that he became acquainted with the 
Order of Preachers (Dominicans).  At the age of nineteen 
he joined the Dominicans and received the habit of the 
order. 
 

Thomas’ mother, when learning of his joining the Domini-
cans, went to Naples to try and persuade him to return 
home.  Theodora wasn’t upset that her son had become a 
religious but was bothered that he didn’t choose to enter 
the Benedictines.  When the Dominican friars learned that 
Theodora was coming to bring her son home they hurried 
him off to their convent in Rome before sending him to 
Bologna.  Thomas’ mother refused to be deterred and en-
listed her other sons to capture him.  Eventually Thomas 
was found and taken by his brothers and brought home to 
Rocca Secca and then to the castle of Monte San Giovanni. 
 

While in captivity Thomas studied theology.  Two years 
into his captivity Thomas’ family gave up and in 1245 per-
mitted him to return to the Dominicans.  Thomas contin-
ued his studies and eventually taught in Paris and then 
Italy.  In addition to teaching Thomas served as the 
preacher general of the Dominicans, a member of the pa-
pal court, and an advisor to King Louis IX and Pope Grego-
ry X. 
 

Thomas Aquinas, most famously known for his great 
work, the Summa theolgiae, died on 07 March 1274 at just 
fifty years of age.  He was canonized in 1323 and five 
years later his body was interred in the cathedral of Saint 
Sernin in Toulouse, France where it still remains.  St. Pius 
V conferred on him the title of doctor of the Church, and in 
1880 Pope Leo XIII declared him the patron of all univer-
sities, colleges and schools. 
 

Reflection Question:  The Church has a rich patrimony of 
saints.  How does the example of their lives inspire me to 
strive for holiness and fidelity to the faith? 

January 22 & 23 
Lectors              Altar Servers      Communion Ministers 
4 p.m.   
Penny Brennan   Diane Cheevers 
Leslie Van Laarhoven                        Teresa Connor 
 

8:30 a.m.   
Mike Farrell  Stephanie Coose 
Nancy Breef-Pilz  Robin Durgin-King 
   Magela Justin 
 

10:00 a.m.  
Roy Owens  Denise Urquhart  
Tom Murray  Bill Urquhart 
 

5:30p.m. 
Joyce Isiminger                                        Sean Kane 

 

January 29 & 30 
Lectors              Altar Servers      Communion Ministers 
4 p.m.   
David Nelson   Lori Dixon 
Diane Cheevers   Michelle Hassan 
 

8:30 a.m.   
Diane Jussaume  Sid Smith 
Joyce Isiminger  John McLaughlin 
   Stephen Torgeson 
 

10:00 a.m.  
Dick Piecewicz  Bob Wood  
Joe Kennedy  Suzanne Williams 
 

5:30p.m. 
Penny Brennan                                         Sean Kane 

We are trying to bring back the ministry of altar server.  
A few months ago, we reached out to our young parish-
ioners in grades 3-5 to consider becoming an altar serv-
er and we’d like to reach out to them once again as well 
as those in grades 6-8.   
This is an important parish ministry and we’d very 
much like to have our young parishioners being in-
volved in the life of our parish. If you were an altar serv-
er prior to the pandemic we’d love to have you back as-
sisting our new servers in this ministry at the altar.   
Please contact the parish office @ in-
fo@holycrosseaston.org or 508 238 2235 and we’ll 
schedule a training session with Fr. John before a sched-
ule is put in place.   
Thank you for being involved with your parish family  


