
HOLY CROSS 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

PARISH FOUNDED AND STAFFED BY THE CONGREGATION OF HOLY CROSS SINCE 1966 

 

WELCOME 
 

Please introduce yourselves and register in 
order to become a member of this community 
of believers. We welcome your gifted presence 
in the life of our parish. 
 
 

OUR MISSION 
 

Holy Cross Parish, a community centered in 
the Eucharist, is committed in faith and love 
of Jesus Christ to fulfill the profoundly human 
and spiritual needs of its parishioners and the 
larger community it serves. We seek to inspire 
all, through deeds and by example, to do the 
work of Christ: to make God known, loved, 
and served. 
 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Weekday Mass 
Monday - Friday 9:00am 
 

Weekend Mass 
Saturday Vigil 4:00pm 
Sunday 8:30am, 10:00am, 5:30pm 
 

Holy Days of Obligation 
9:00am, 7pm 
 

Confession 
Saturday 3:15 - 3:45pm 
Other by Appointment 

Pastoral Staff 
 

Fr. Bradley J. Metz, C.S.C., Pastor                                                       
Fr. John M. Santone, C.S.C., Parochial Vicar                               
Deacon Gary Donahue, Pastoral Associate                            
Margaret Dwyer-Hogan, Dir. Of Faith Formation           
Deborah Kelley, Finance     
Christopher Iannitelli, Director Of Music                               
Paul Celia, Plant Manager 
Lindsay Franzoni, Parish Administrative Assistant                                                            
 
 225 Purchase Street •  Easton, MA 02375  
 
 info@holycrosseaston.org 
 
 Monday - Thursday 9:00am-4:00pm 
 
 508.238.2235 
 
 www.holycrosseaston.org 
 
 www.facebook.com/

holycrossparisheaston.ma 
 
 https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Giving/

holycrosschurch 
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Third Sunday of Lent 
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Dear Parishioners, 

We welcome Fr. Theophilus (Theo) Okpara to the parish this 3rd 
Sunday of Lent. Fr. Theo is currently a Staff Chaplain at the Veterans 
Hospital Bedford, Massachusetts. He was ordained to the priesthood 
on August 24, 1996, and is an incardinated priest of the Diocese of 

Orlu, Nigeria. He served as a missionary in the Diocese of Little Rock 
for 15 years (2 years as an associate pastor and 13 years as a pastor). 
Fr. Theo holds Bachelor’s Degrees in Philosophy and Theology, a 
Master’s Degree in Community Counseling and earned his Ph.D. in 
Counselor Education and Supervision. He is a National Certified 
Counselor (NCC) and a Licensed Professional Counselor (LPC). 

Fr. Theo’s status as a missionary adds to his passion to serve the poor, 
which connected him with 
Cross Catholic Outreach 
priests whom he has welcomed into his parish many times. Fr. Theo is very 
happy to join Cross Catholic Outreach as an Outreach Priest, and he is 
committed to be an instrument of God’s love for the poor He is also a 
representative priest of Cross Catholic Outreach who is speaking this weekend 
at all Masses on behalf of the poor in developing countries. I like to invite a 
missionary during Lent to highlight the prayer and almsgiving tenets of our 
journey. Cross Catholic Outreach was founded to create a meaningful link 
between parishes in America and many priests and nuns working in the 

Church in the Caribbean, Central and South America, and overseas in Africa and Asia.  

A reminder that Lenten opportunities for prayer here at the parish. 

• Wednesday evenings from 7:00-8:00pm with Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament in church. Come for as brief 
or as long as you like during that hour.  

• Thursday evenings during Lent from 7:00-8:00pm in the parish center the Lenten Sunday Gospel is the focus as 
parishioners read and share what speaks to you in the reading.  

• Friday Stations of the Cross beginning at 7:00pm in church every Friday in Lent, including Good Friday.  

• The Taunton Deanery Lenten Parish Mission will take place the last four evenings of March. The first two 
evening Masses with extended homily begin at 7:00pm on Monday and Tuesday, March 28th & 29th, at St. Ann’s 
Parish in Raynham. The third evening Mass and final evening Reconciliation Service with the opportunity for 
individual confessions with multiple priests to choose from begin at 7:00pm on Wednesday and Thursday, 
March 30th and 31st, at St. Andrew’s Parish in Taunton. See the posters by the doors of our church.  

Thank you to all who participated in the two recent synod gatherings at Holy Cross and 
Immaculate Conception Parishes. Also, gratitude for those who could not make the discussion 
sessions but submitted feedback to the five questions using the google form I sent out last 
Sunday in a Flocknote. Responses to those questions along with an upcoming Holy Cross Parish 
specific survey (last one we did was in 2014) will provide the feedback needed for drafting our 
next five-year parish pastoral plan 2022-2027. Be on the watch for the 2022 Parish Survey 
beginning April 2nd & 3rd.      

Lastly, you have or will soon be receiving a letter from me for Pay-Off-the-Debt 2022. We are within reach nearly ten 
years ahead of schedule. Donations for this fund are excluded from the annual Assessment tax. I am still researching and 
expect to add new 2022 donor names to the original 2002 plaques gracing the wall connecting the church and parish 
center. Tomorrow I will send out a Flocknote listing the tiered gift amounts. We can do this if we do it together!   

God Bless, 
Fr. Brad    
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Remember to inform the parish office if a family  
member is in a hospital or a rehab. center, has become 
homebound, or has been moved to a nursing facility, so 
that one of the priests can make a pastoral visit and, if 

appropriate, a communion minister can regularly  
bring communion.   

MASS INTENTIONS 

Saturday, March 19 
4:00pm      Mitkus and Shakman Family Members 
                     Requested by Jean Tarantino and Family 
Sunday, March 20 

8:30am       Walter & Alice Farrell 
                      Gerry & Clair Toomey 
                      Requested by Mike and Ann Farrell 
10:00am    Earl Hunter 5th Anniversary 
                     Requested by Mary Hunter and Family 
5:30pm       **Sean McFaul** Birthday Celebration 
                      Requested by Cindy Nutt 
Monday, March 21 

9:00am       Members of Holy Cross Parish                
Tuesday, March 22 
9:00am       Ann Curran 
                      Requested by Julie Smith 
Wednesday, March  23 

9:00am      
Thursday, March 24 

9:00am     Fr. John Murphy 
                    Requested by Fr Jim Preskenis 
Friday, March 25 

9:00am     Thomas Girdvainis Birthday Remembrance  
                     Requested by  Don and Marianne Klok 
Saturday, March 26 
4:00pm     John Voltonlini 5th Anniversary 
                   Requested by His Wife, Nancy Bruning & Family 
Sunday, March 27 

8:30am      Dorothia Defeo 4th Anniversary 
                     Requested by Her Daughters 
10:00am    Hector and Maria Furtado 
                    Requested by Furtado-Dalomba Families 
5:30pm      James “Jimmy” Faradie 7th Anniversary 
                    Requested by His Family 

If you are a family member whose loved one 
 is being remembered in the Mass &  would like to 

bring the gifts to the altar, please see one of the  
priests or ushers prior to the start of Mass. 

St. Turibius of Mongrovejo 
23 March 

 
St. Turibius was born in 1538 in Spain.  He was a lawyer 
who taught at the University of Salamanca.  St. Turibius 
served as a chief judge of the Inquisition at Grenada.  Due 
to his brilliance and successes, St. Turibius was named 
the Archbishop of Lima, Peru.  What is notable about his 
appointment was that St. Turibius was a layman when 
named an archbishop.  He objected because it was 
against the canons of the Church to appoint a layman to 
such an office.  Eventually he was convinced to accept 
the position and he was ordained a priest and bishop 
before leaving Spain for Peru. 
 
St. Turibius went about carrying out the reforms of the 
Council of Trent.  Specifically, he addressed the laxity 
and abuses of the clergy.  He cared for the poor, spoke 
out against the injustices that he witnessed, and taught 
the faith with the zeal of a missionary.   
 
In 1606 St. Turibius became ill and died on 23 March.  He 
was canonized in 1731.  St. Turibius is honored as a man 
of holiness, apostolic zeal, and unwavering in truth. 

We welcome Father Theo Okpara 
of Cross Catholic Outreach who is 
speaking this weekend at all 
Masses on behalf of the poor in 
developing countries. Cross Cath-
olic Outreach was founded to 
create a meaningful link between 
parishes in America and the 
priest and nuns working in the 
Church overseas in the Caribbe-
an, Africa, Asia, Central and South 
America.  



 
 
 
 

Goal: $43,800 
Donations received as of 3/15/22: $38,856  

$120 will cover one day of utility bills for the parish 
Thank you to the following parishioners who  

sponsored a day in March: 
 

Andrew Yelle                                       Carol Burton 
Virginia Polanski                                Bonnie Witiaz 
Barbara Vogel                                      O'Reilly Family                                                        
Geraldine Osborne                             Broughton Family  
Mary and Richard Mulvey                Julie Smith 
Judith and Bernard LaFerriere       Daniel Crane 
Maria Elena Police                              Diane McGuinness 
Deacon John and Hope Connor       Karen Michetti 
Denise and Bill Urquhart                  Sidney Smith 
Robert and Elaine Reddy                  Eugene Signori 
Mark and Diane Jussaume                Pat Brophy-Signori 
Chris and Amy Goffredo                    Susan Dunne 
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March 19 & 20 
            Lectors           Altar Servers      Communion Ministers 
4 pm   Diane Cheevers  Lori Dixon 
             Dave Nelson   Michelle Hassan 
 

8:30    Mike Farrell  Stephen Torgeson 
             Nancy Breef-Pilz  Stephanie Coose 
   Sid Smith 
 

10am   Greg Connly  Janine Couture 
               Dennis Mizdail  Joe Kennedy 
 

5:30     Angie Alphonse    Rolf Alphonse 
 

March 26 & 27 
            Lectors           Altar Servers      Communion Ministers 
4 pm   Linda Sullivan  Joanne Kelly 
             Mary Marsh  Kevin Kinch 
 

8:30    Diane Jussaume  John McLaughlin 
             Joyce Isiminger  Magela Justin 
   Robin Durgin-King 
 

10am   Dick Piecewicz  Fran Long 
              Tom Murray       Pat Brophy-Signori 
 

5:30     Angie Alphonse    Rolf Alphonse 

Holy Cross Health Ministry and Parish Nurses Hosting 
Book Discussion 

 Discussion led by Kelly Reed, Easton Wings of Hope 
(substance abuse prevention organization) 

 Thursday, April 7, 2022, at 7:00 PM in the Parish Center. 
  The book to be discussed is The Big Hustle, A Boston 
Street Kid’s Story of Addiction and Redemption by Jim 

Wahlberg.  Books are available in the Parish Office.   “The 
book is a testament to God’s power and an invitation to all 

of us to hope when in the darkest places” 
Please contact Katherine Reynolds at 774-266-0670 to 

participate or have questions  
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At times, the families of Holy Cross parishioners who 
have passed away request that gifts in their memories 

be made to Holy Cross Parish. These gifts are then  
used for special projects in the parish. This is a  

wonderful way to honor someone active in our parish  
at their passing.  

 
We invite you to consider remembering Holy Cross in 

this way in your funeral arrangements or at the death of 
a loved one who is a parishioner of Holy Cross. 

      
Your generosity and thoughtfulness will help us  

continue to minister to the needs of our parishioners 
and the wider community.  

On Friday, April 8th the teens of the parish will 
be doing a Living Stations of the Cross @ 7p.m.  

 

Teens interested in participating, please contact  
Mrs. Hogan at mdhogan@holycrosseaston.org.   

 
Rehearsal will be Wed April 6 @ 6:30.  

 
We also need adult helpers!  Please consider giving 

some of your time this Lent to this endeavor! 

 
 
 
 
 

From the Holy Cross Health Ministry and Parish Nurses 
Mass of the Anointing of the Sick 

Sunday, March 20, 2022, 11:30 AM 
All are welcome to come and be renewed in  

Body, Mind & Spirit 

 
 

My Brother’s Keeper 
Housewarming 

 

March 12-13 & March 19-20 
 

To benefit people transitioning from shelters to rooms 
and apartments who need new or gently used household 
items.  Needed: sheets and blankets (twin, full, queen 
size), dishes, glassware, towels, can openers, cooking 
utensils, pots & pans, silverware, laundry & cleaning 
supplies.  Please bring donations to the church vestibule 
before or after mass on any of the dates above.  
 

For assistance or questions please contact  
Marty Reynolds:  mreynolds155@gmail.com,  

617-388-1935.   
Thank you! 

Please join us at 8:40 am, Monday through 
Friday, to pray the rosary before morning 
mass, in the Church.   

*Please note that while the following offering from the Town of 
Easton’s Human Rights Committee may not share or support the 
Catholic Church’s moral teachings on topics that might be discussed, 
Fr. Brad does trust that the benefits of working on internal and exter-
nal implicit biases is a value we hold and any discrepancies can be 
balanced by an informed faith life.      

Prayer Shawl Ministry will meet  Tuesday, March 
29th at 9:30 a.m. in the Parish Center.  If you knit or 
crochet, come and join us.  Can't make the meetings 
and want to take part at home? Call Pat at 508 238 

2194 or mimibro15@comcast.net. Yarn provided.  The 
need is great, the workers are few. 

mailto:mreynolds155@gmail.com
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READING I           Ex 3:1-8a, 13-15  
Moses was tending the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian. Leading the flock across the desert, he 
came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There an angel of the LORD appeared to Moses in fire flaming out of a bush. 
As he looked on, he was surprised to see that the bush, though on fire, was not consumed. So Moses decided, “I must 
go over to look at this remarkable sight, and see why the bush is not burned.” When the LORD saw him coming over 
to look at it more closely, God called out to him from the bush, "Moses! Moses!” He answered, “Here I am.” God said, 
“Come no nearer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place where you stand is holy ground. I am the God of 
your fathers, “ he continued, “the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, the God of Jacob.” Moses hid his face, for he was 
afraid to look at God. But the LORD said, “I have witnessed the affliction of my people in Egypt and have heard their 
cry of complaint against their slave drivers, so I know well what they are suffering. Therefore I have come down to 
rescue them from the hands of the Egyptians and lead them out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land 
flowing with milk and honey.” Moses said to God, “But when I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your 
fathers has sent me to you,’ if they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what am I to tell them?” God replied, “I am who am.” 
Then he added, “This is what you shall tell the Israelites: I AM sent me to you.” God spoke further to Moses, “Thus 
shall you say to the Israelites: The LORD, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, the God of Ja-
cob, has sent me to you. “This is my name forever; thus am I to be remembered through all generations.”  
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM    Ps 103: 1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8, 11.  
The Lord is kind and merciful.  
 
READING II             1 Cor 10:1-6, 10-12  
I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all under the cloud and all passed 
through the sea, and all of them were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea. All ate the same spiritual food, 
and all drank the same spiritual drink, for they drank from a spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock was the 
Christ. Yet God was not pleased with most of them, for they were struck down in the desert. These things happened as 
examples for us, so that we might not desire evil things, as they did. Do not grumble as some of them did, and suffered 
death by the destroyer. These things happened to them as an example, and they have been written down as a warning 
to us, upon whom the end of the ages has come. Therefore, whoever thinks he is standing secure should take care not 
to fall. 
 
GOSPEL                   Lk 13:1-9  
Some people told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with the blood of their sacrifices. Jesus 
said to them in reply, “Do you think that because these Galileans suffered in this way they were greater sinners than 
all other Galileans? By no means! But I tell you, if you do not repent, you will all perish as they did! Or those eighteen 
people who were killed when the tower at Siloam fell on them— do you think they were more guilty than everyone 
else who lived in Jerusalem? By no means! But I tell you, if you do not repent, you will all perish as they did!” And he 
told them this parable: “There once was a person who had a fig tree planted in his orchard, and when he came in 
search of fruit on it but found none, he said to the gardener, ‘For three years now I have come in search of fruit on this 
fig tree but have found none. So cut it down. Why should it exhaust the soil?’ He said to him in reply, ‘Sir, leave it for 
this year also, and I shall cultivate the ground around it and fertilize it; it may bear fruit in the future. If not you can 
cut it down.’”  
 
THE NICENE CREED 
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. I believe in one 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were made. For us 
men and for our salvation he came down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin  Mary, and 
became man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, and rose again on 
the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is 
adored and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I 
confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the  
world to come. Amen.  


