
HOLY CROSS 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

PARISH FOUNDED AND STAFFED BY THE CONGREGATION OF HOLY CROSS SINCE 1966 

 

WELCOME 
 

Please introduce yourselves and register in 
order to become a member of this community 
of believers. We welcome your gifted presence 
in the life of our parish. 
 
 

OUR MISSION 
 

Holy Cross Parish, a community centered in 
the Eucharist, is committed in faith and love 
of Jesus Christ to fulfill the profoundly human 
and spiritual needs of its parishioners and the 
larger community it serves. We seek to inspire 
all, through deeds and by example, to do the 
work of Christ: to make God known, loved, 
and served. 
 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Weekday Mass 
Monday - Friday 9:00am 
 

Weekend Mass 
Saturday Vigil 4:00pm 
Sunday 8:30am, 10:00am 
 

Holy Days of Obligation 
9:00am, 7pm 
 

Confession 
Saturday 3:15 - 3:45pm 
Other by Appointment 

Pastoral Staff 
 

Fr. Bradley J. Metz, C.S.C., Pastor                                                       
Fr. John M. Santone, C.S.C., Parochial Vicar                               
Deacon Gary Donahue, Pastoral Associate                            
Margaret Dwyer-Hogan, Dir. Of Faith Formation           
Deborah Kelley, Finance     
Christopher Iannitelli, Director Of Music                               
Paul Celia, Plant Manager 
Lindsay Franzoni, Parish Administrative Assistant                                                            
 
 225 Purchase Street •  Easton, MA 02375  
 
 info@holycrosseaston.org 
 
 Monday - Thursday 9:00am-4:00pm 
 
 508.238.2235 
 
 www.holycrosseaston.org 
 
 www.facebook.com/

holycrossparisheaston.ma 
 
 https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Giving/

holycrosschurch 

April 24, 2022 
Second Sunday of Easter 
(Divine Mercy Sunday) 
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It’s been said that “if you want to make God laugh just tell Him your plans.”  When I asked my religious Superiors for a 
change in ministry the intention was to move home to New England for a long while and watch my niece and nephew 
grow up while being closer to family.  About a month ago I was asked to return to the classroom and resume teaching 
the Canon Law courses at the University of Notre Dame that had been my ministry for the last four years.  After get-
ting over the initial surprise, I entered a conversation with the University and Vicar Provincial of the province.  After 
prayer and reflection, I agreed to return to teaching.  As many of you know, this is my second time here having been 
stationed at Holy Cross Parish from 1999-2002.  I was ordained a transitional deacon and a priest in this very church 
and looked forward to being back.  However, I enjoy teaching very much and have missed sharing my love for Canon 
Law with graduate students.  So, I (and of course, Watson) will head back to Indiana in the next month or so to settle 
in, take a little time for a summer vacation, and prepare for the fall semester.   

Fr. John 

Dear Parishioners: The 2nd Sunday of Easter has been called Divine Mercy Sunday for the past 22 years. It was insti-
tuted by Pope Saint John Paul II on April 30, 2000, during the canonization of St. Faustina Kowalska. She kept a diary 
of visions and visitations from Jesus and her conversations with him. One of her diary entries describes Jesus asking 
her to paint the vision of his merciful divinity being poured from his Sacred Heart, the picture in the sanctuary this 
weekend. He also asked for a feast of Divine Mercy to be established on the first Sunday after Easter. Join fellow pa-
rishioners this afternoon from 2:30-3:30pm here praying the Chaplet of Divine Mercy in the context of Adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament concluding with Benediction. Please bring a Rosary which is used to pray the Chaplet.  
 
It was moving to experience God’s mercy in the Baptisms, Confirmations, and First Holy Communions celebrated dur-
ing the Easter Vigil last Saturday night. Atticus, Charlotte, and Leo Bonny were all baptized. Their parents Meredith 
and Nicolas Bonny and Richard Chin all made Full Profession in the Catholic Church and were confirmed with Atticus. 
Charlotte and Leo will continue Faith Formation classes with their classmates and be confirmed as they each reach 
tenth grade. All of them received Jesus for the very first time in Holy Communion. Now we have fifty days of celebra-
tion amid more sacraments, parish Confirmations of our tenth graders on May 1st and First Holy Communion for sec-
ond graders on May 14th and 15th. This weekend I am back in South Bend, Indiana for the annual pastor’s meeting in 
the Congregation of Holy Cross which also coincides with the priestly ordination of three transitional deacons in the 
Community. Our first of seven scheduled parish weddings take place July 16th. It is exciting and affirming to experi-
ence our Church alive and flourishing with God’s abiding and sustaining grace.       
 
Thank you to just over two hundred and fifty of our approximately five thousand parishioners who took the time to 
fill out a parish survey. I am disappointed we did not have more than a 5% participation rate but grateful to those 
who did participate. We have sent in the hard copies which will be compiled with the online copies and the Center for 
Applied Research in the Apostolate (CARA) will return our detailed results sometime in mid-June, hopefully in time 
for our final Parish Council meeting of the 2021–2022 year, June 21st. The Parish Council will be charged next year to 
use the survey results as the basis for creating our next parish strategic plan 2022-2027. Be thinking who you would 
like to nominate for election to fill two upcoming vacated seats on the Parish Council. At least two members rotate on 
and off each year after a three-year term. More about that in May.      
 
Pay-Off-the-Debt 2022 support is going well in week five of the twelve-week campaign. Donations to Pay-Off-the-
Debt 2022 are excluded from the annual Diocesan Assessment tax. We have raised just over $88,000 of the $180,000. 
The campaign ends at the end of the Easter Season on the feast of Pentecost, this year June 5th. Paying off the debt ear-
lier than anticipated allows us to save $10,000 in interest payments and add back in roughly $60,000 annually into 
parish budgeting. We need your support in order to vision and implement a promising parish plan for a vibrant new 
normal. Thank you for making this happen.  
 
Everyone who donates any amount will have their names added to the metal wall book mounted in the front entry-
way of the main parish center entrance. Make sure to add a memorial name or “dedicated to” on your donation card 
(please print clearly) or in the appropriate line on the online form. Contact the parish office if you need assistance. A 
2022 donor panel meeting the various original tiered amounts will be added to the donor plaques on the wall con-
necting the church and parish center.  Leadership consists of gifts $5,000 and above; Circle of Charity of gifts $3,000-
5,000; and Friends of Holy Cross of gifts $2,000-3,000.  
                                                                          Happy gardening & God Bless, Fr. Brad    



At times, the families of Holy Cross parishioners who 
have passed away request that gifts in their memories 

be made to Holy Cross Parish. These gifts are then  
used for special projects in the parish. This is a  

wonderful way to honor someone active in  
our parish at their passing.  

 
We invite you to consider remembering Holy Cross in 

this way in your funeral arrangements or at the death of 
a loved one who is a parishioner of Holy Cross. 

     Your generosity and thoughtfulness will help us  
continue to minister to the needs of our parishioners 

and the wider community.  
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MASS INTENTIONS 

Saturday, April 23 
4:00pm         Edward Girdvainis  38th Anniversary 
                        Requested by Don and Marianne Klok 
 

Sunday, April 24 

8:30am         Stanley Brinton Francis 
                        Requested by Jim Guarino 
10:00am      Leo Shea and Davey Semenza 
                        Requested by Shea Family 
 

Monday, April 25 

9:00am       Berry C. Caldwell 
                      Requested by Nancy and Gary Donahue            

Tuesday, April 26 
9:00am       Fr. Paul Ring 
                      Requested by Jim Gaurino 
 

Wednesday, April 27 

9:00am         Parishioners of Holy Cross Parish    

Thursday, April 28 

9:00am        Michael E. Curtin. 9th Anniversary 
                       Requested by Amy, Maeve and Lily Curtin 
 

Friday, April 29 

9:00am        Margaret Lally Barry 
                       Requested by Jerry and Rosemary Burke        

Saturday, April 30 
4:00pm         Claire Martucelli 2nd Anniversary 
                        Requested by William Pezzella 
 

Sunday, May 1 

8:30am          
10:00am *Mark & Lindsay Franzoni 20th Wedding Anniv.* 

                        Requested by Jackson, Bailey and Logan  

 

If you are a family member whose loved one 
 is being remembered in the Mass &  would like to 

bring the gifts to the altar, please see one of the  
priests or ushers prior to the start of Mass. 

OUR GIFT TO YOU- formed.org 

St. Catherine of Siena was born in 1347, one of 23 chil-
dren to Jacopo and Lapa Benincasa.  At the age of 18 
Catherine entered the Dominican convent and spent the 
next three years living in solitude.  In time, she attract-
ed followers from among the priests, religious, and laity 
whom she guided and encouraged in the spiritual life. 
 
Catherine took great interest in the public affairs of the 
Church.  She encouraged Pope Gregory XI to return to 
Rome from Avignon, France and she supported his suc-
cessor, Pope Urban VI against the Avignon faction who 
wanted the Church to remain based in France. 
 
Throughout her life Catherine had mystical experienc-
es, which guided her life choices.  She was also blessed 
with the stigmata (the wounds of Christ).  Catherine 
suffered from health challenges and suffered a stroke 
just eight days before her death on 29 April 1380 at the 
age of 33. 
 
The Opening Prayer of the Mass sums up Catherine’s 
life beautifully: “Father, in meditating on the suffering 
of your Son, and in serving your Church, Saint Catherine 
was filled with the fervor of your love.” 
 
St. Catherine of Siena was canonized in 1461 and de-
clared a Doctor of the Church in 1970 by Pope Paul VI. 
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Divine Mercy Sunday 
All are invited to our parish celebra-
tion on April 24th at 2:30 p.m. in the 
church.  The service includes Adora-
tion of the Blessed Sacrament and 
praying the Chaplet of Divine Mercy.  
Guides will be available for those not 
familiar with the service and Chap-
let.  Rosaries will be available. Divine 
Mercy Sunday is based on the revela-
tions made by Our Lord to St. Fausti-

na Kowalska, a young Polish nun who saw a vision of 
Jesus with rays of mercy streaming from his heart and 
the invitation for people to pray: “Jesus, I trust in You!” 
Jesus’ message was that his mercy is unlimited and 
available to all.  Pope St. John Paul II instituted this on 
the Second Sunday of Easter. To learn more, see the 
brochures, Divine Mercy Sunday and The Chaplet of The 
Divine Mercy, available at the church entrances.  Join us 
Sunday April 24th at 2:30 p.m. 

Please donate online or fill the baby bottles 
with loose change. The proceeds will go to 
Birthright in Taunton and Abundant Hope in 
Attleboro for the preservation and needs of 
the unborn and their parents.” 
We will be passing out baby bottles April 
23rd and 24th and collecting them Mothers 
Day weekend ( which is May 7th and 8th)  

Respect Life Committee  
Annual Baby Bottle Fundraiser 

Prayer Shawl Ministry will meet on Tuesday, April 26th 
at 9:30 a.m. in the Parish Center.  All are welcome. Want 
to take part but can't make the meetings? Contact Pat at 
508 238 2194 or mimibro15@comcast.net.  

DEA National Rx TAKEBACK 
Saturday, April 30, 10 AM - 2PM 

Easton Police Department, Lothrop Street 
Turn in your unused, unwanted, and expired medica-

tion, no questions asked. 

 
 

May 1, 2022 
  

Some of the requests from the community agencies we 
serve have changed to reflect their current needs. 
 

My Brother’s Keeper-diapers, household cleaning 
products, sponges, canned: soup, fruit, pasta sauce, veg-
etables. Peanut butter, jelly, pasta, mac and cheese, 
snacks 
 

Birthright-diapers, wipes 
 

Mainspring House-toiletries 
 

We Do Care-support local widows and widowers and 
their families by donating grocery store gift cards 
 

Please leave your donations in the gathering area of 
the church on Outreach Sunday, the first Sunday of 
each month. Thank you for continuing to generously 
support our local community service agencies! 
 

Please contact Claire Abate with any questions at 

claire@claireabate.com. 

http://www.thedivinemercy.org/house/copyright.php
mailto:mimibro15@comcast.net
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April 23 & 24 

            Lectors                                             Communion Ministers 
4 pm   Mary Marsh  Joann Kelly 
             Linda Sullivan  Diane Cheevers 
                                                                              Lori Dixon 
 

8:30    Mike Farrell  Magela Justin 
             Nancy Breef-Pilz  Diane Jussaume 
   Mark Jussaume 
 

10am   Dick Piecewicz  Fran Long 
              Dennis Mizdail   Joe Kennedy 
                                                                              Bob Wood 

April 30 & May 1 
            Lectors                                             Communion Ministers 
4 pm   David Nelson  Michelle Hassan 
             Kevin Kinch  Marty Reynolds 
                                                                              Joanne Kelly 
 

8:30    Diane Jussaume  John McLaughlin 
             Joyce Isiminger  Sid Smith 
   Stephen Torgeson 
 

10am   Greg Connly  Denise Urquhart 
              Joe Kennedy   Bill Urquhart 
                                                                              Suzanne Williams 
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                                Goal: $43,800 
Donations received as of 4/18/22: $44,841  
Thank you to the following parishioners who  

sponsored a day in April: 
 
Wayne Brundige                            Barbara Musselman 
Loyd Spiegel                                    David McCormick 
Ellizabeth Larson                           Jeanne Cavanaugh 
Tom and Cheryl Puopolo             Maureen Burke 
Rich & Sue Arkuszewski              Jeff Robarge 
Patricia and Edward Doyle         Mary Tighe 
Marybeth Lombardi                      Mark Leonard 
Mark & Jennifer Duvall                Thomas & Marie Murray 
Margaret Dwyer & Michael Hogan 

The Easton Water Division installed a self-service wa-
ter filling station starting 6/9/21 to provide water 
with levels of PFAS6 below 20 ng/L to those in sensi-
tive subgroups (pregnant or nursing women, infants, 
and people diagnosed by their health care provider to 
have a compromised immune system) and other con-
cerned residents. The booth is located on the side of 
the Water Division building at 417 Bay Road, S. Easton. 
Residents can park in the spots by the grass adjacent to 
the water filling station. The station can fill a water 
container up to 5 gallons. It is not automated, so please 
use the START (green) and STOP (red) selection but-
tons to fill your CLEAN and sanitized container. Up to 
two containers can be filled at the same time. 

 
For more information on PFAS, please visit  
https://www.easton.ma.us/departments/dpw/

water_division/pfas_information.php.  

 

-- My Fellow Parishioners, 
 

        As your music director and fellow parishioner here 
at Holy Cross for the past 25 years, I have been blessed 
to be a part of a truly wonderful parish. Over the last 
two years we have all experienced a tough road of sick-
ness, anxiety, and worry. The need to truly give it all to 
God and let him lead us one day at a time has never been 
more important. 
       While the worst of this pandemic seems to be over, 
we have plenty on our plate everyday to challenge us. 
Never has it been more important for all of us to share 
our gifts and talents with Holy Cross Parish. We need 
each other. We need to help those that are truly hurting. 
        I feel it is the acceptable time to reach out to all pa-
rishioners and ask you to get involved in the music here 
at our parish. You need to step up and out of your com-
fort zone and give it a try. If you can offer the gift of your 
voice or your talent as a musician, give it a try!  
      Our sung prayer lifts our hearts to heaven during our 
Liturgy! Combining our many talents focused on one 
united prayer will truly lift our spirits!  
      Please pray on this and consider joining. All are wel-
come! 
 

Thank you, Chris 
 



HOLY CROSS PARISH PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS 
Jesus you know and call each one of us by name in baptism and ask us to follow you. Bless your church in the Congre-
gation of Holy Cross and in the Diocese of Fall River by stirring into service generous people young and older from our 
families and friends who will serve and lead your people as Priests, Brothers, Sisters, Deacons and Lay Ministers. 
Bless all those who live in sacramental married life and those who serve others as single people. May we like Mary, 
your Mother and ours, be given the grace, wisdom and understanding to hear your voice and the courage to answer 
your call. We ask this with the Father and the Holy Spirit, and in your Holy Name we pray, Amen. 

 

READING I           Acts 5:12-16  
Many signs and wonders were done among the people at the hands of the apostles. They were all together in Solo-
mon’s portico. None of the others dared to join them, but the people esteemed them. Yet more than ever, believers in 
the Lord, great numbers of men and women, were added to them. Thus they even carried the sick out into the streets 
and laid them on cots and mats so that when Peter came by, at least his shadow might fall on one or another of them. 
A large number of people from the towns in the vicinity of Jerusalem also gathered, bringing the sick and those dis-
turbed by unclean spirits, and they were all cured.  
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM     
Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his love is everlasting.  
 

READING II    Rev 1:9-11a, 12-13, 17-19           
I, John, your brother, who share with you the distress, the kingdom, and the endurance we have in Jesus, found myself 
on the island called Patmos because I proclaimed God’s word and gave testimony to Jesus. I was caught up in spirit on 
the Lord’s day and heard behind me a voice as loud as a trumpet, which said, “Write on a scroll what you see.” Then I 
turned to see whose voice it was that spoke to me, and when I turned, I saw seven gold lampstands and in the midst 
of the lampstands one like a son of man, wearing an ankle-length robe, with a gold sash around his chest. When I 
caught sight of him, I fell down at his feet as though dead. He touched me with his right hand and said, “Do not be 
afraid. I am the first and the last, the one who lives. Once I was dead, but now I am alive forever and ever. I hold the 
keys to death and the netherworld. Write down, therefore, what you have seen, and what is happening, and what will 
happen afterwards.”  
 

GOSPEL                   Jn 20:1-9  
On the evening of that first day of the week, when the doors were locked, where the disciples were, for fear of the 
Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to them, “Peace be with you.” When he had said this, he showed 
them his hands and his side. The disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with 
you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 
“Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are retained.” Thomas, 
called Didymus, one of the Twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples said to him, “We have 
seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger into the nail-
marks and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” Now a week later his disciples were again inside and Thomas 
was with them. Jesus came, although the doors were locked, and stood in their midst and said, “Peace be with you.” 
Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands, and bring your hand and put it into my side, and do 
not be unbelieving, but believe.” Thomas answered and said to him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have 
you come to believe because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and have believed.” Now Jesus 
did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written in this book. But these are written that you 
may come to believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that through this belief you may have life in his name.  
 

THE NICENE CREED 
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. I believe in one 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were made. For us 
men and for our salvation he came down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin  Mary, and 
became man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, and rose again on 
the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is 
adored and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I 
confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the  
world to come. Amen.  
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