
HOLY CROSS 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

 

WELCOME 
 
Please introduce yourselves and register in order to 
become a member of this community of believers. 
We welcome your gifted presence in the life of our 
parish. 
 
OUR MISSION 
 
Holy Cross Parish, a community centered in the Eu-
charist, is committed in faith and love of Jesus 
Christ to fulfill the profoundly human and spiritual 
needs of its parishioners and the larger community 
it serves. We seek to inspire all, through deeds and 
by example, to do the work of Christ: to make God 
known, loved, and served. 
 
MASS SCHEDULE 
 
Weekday Mass 
Monday - Friday 9:00am 
 
Weekend Mass 
Saturday Vigil 4:00pm 
Sunday 8:30am, 10:00am 
 
Holy Days of Obligation 
9:00am, 7pm 
 
Confession 
Saturday 3:15 - 3:45pm 
Other by Appointment 
 
Bulletin Submissions 
To ensure your announcements and updates are 
included, please send them to  
info@holycrosseaston by Mondays at noon.  The 
deadline is earlier when there is a holiday. 

Pastoral Staff 
 
Fr. Bradley J. Metz, C.S.C., Pastor                                                       
Deacon Gary Donahue, Pastoral Associate 
Deborah Kelley, Finance     
Christopher Iannitelli, Director Of Music                               
Paul Celia, Plant Manager 
Lindsay Franzoni, Director of Religious Ed 
Penny Brennan, Parish Admin. Assistant 
Robin Horrigan, Parish Admin. Assistant 
                                                           
 225 Purchase Street •  Easton, MA 02375  
 
 info@holycrosseaston.org 
 
 Office Hours: Mon- Thurs 9:00am-4:00pm 
 
 508.238.2235 
 
 www.holycrosseaston.org 
 
 www.facebook.com/

holycrossparisheaston.ma 
 
 https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Giving/

holycrosschurch 

December 25, 2022 
Nativity of the Lord  



December 25, 2022– The Nativity of the Lord 

2 

 
 

Bishop da Cunha’s 2022 Christmas Message  
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

In the Gospel account by Luke, an angel appears to the shepherds to announce the birth of Christ, 
saying:  “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests” (Luke 
2:14). 
 

From that Gospel has come the oft-used phrase in Christmas cards and carols, “Peace on earth, 
goodwill toward men.”  Perhaps we have shared this as a greeting during the season.  Although meant as 
a sincere sentiment, one longed to be brought to fruition, the world continues to live in darkness. 

 
For centuries, God tried to bring people together to live in harmony.  They would always return to 

evil, sin, division, and rejection of God.  Finally, God sent His Son, Jesus, to become one of us and to show 
us, by word and deed, what God expects of us, and to show us how to live in love, peace, and harmony.  
The prophet Isaiah says, “For a Child is born to us, a Son is given to us; upon His shoulder dominion rests.  
They name Him Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero, Father-Forever, Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:5). 
 

Yes, Jesus is the Prince of Peace; yet peace continues to elude us.  
 

After 2000-plus years of Christianity, we live in a divided world confronting sin, evil, hatred, rac-
ism, injustice, and war.  Because we have rejected the teaching of Jesus and the Word of God and have em-
braced a secularized way of life, we are facing these problems and seeing the suffering of so many people 
throughout the world. 
 

I know we would all like to live in a world guided by justice, peace, harmony, and love.  A world 
that is reflective of the light and peace of Jesus.  The way to embrace the life God intends for us is to re-
turn to the Lord, listen to his Word, and follow his teachings.  Otherwise, the world, each one of us, and 
especially the next generation, will pay a very high price.  
 

My profound hope this Christmas is that hearts everywhere will be open to Jesus and that the gift 
of the peace of Christ will reign in our Diocese, in our country, and around our world.  May harmony and 
understanding overcome discord and division wherever they exist. 
 

In closing, let me assure you, my brothers and sisters in the Diocese of Fall River, that you have my 
heartfelt prayers and best wishes for a very happy, joyful, and Merry Christmas.  May God bless you and 
your loved ones now and in the coming New Year. 
 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 
 
 
 

Most Reverend Edgar M. da Cunha, S.D.V. 
Bishop of Fall River  
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HOLY CROSS PARISH PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS 
Jesus you know and call each one of us by name in baptism and ask us to follow you. Bless your church in the Con-
gregation of Holy Cross and in the Diocese of Fall River by stirring into service generous people young and older 
from our families and friends who will serve and lead your people as Priests, Brothers, Sisters, Deacons and Lay 
Ministers. Bless all those who live in sacramental married life and those who serve others as single people. May we 
like Mary, your Mother and ours, be given the grace, wisdom and understanding to hear your voice and the courage 
to answer your call. We ask this with the Father and the Holy Spirit, and in your Holy Name we pray, Amen. 

Dear Parishioners,  
 
MERRY CHRISTMAS! It is such a joy to be able to celebrate this Christmas with you and your families, my eighth at Holy 
Cross. Words can’t express how inspiring, uplifting, and joyful it is to see, hear, and pray in a full church. The past couple 
years hopefully have proved to us that being together is much, much better than living more solitary lives. Great to see and 
pray with everyone here! 
 
Over fifty families are sharing in Christmas joy again this year thanks to your thoughtful generosity for the Giving Tree. I 
am grateful to parishioner Patti Saganey for yet again coordinating this important annual ministry. It was heartwarming to 
scroll through the list and see “Sold Out” roll by over and over. It was also inspiring to see all of the returned gifts under and 
around the tree two weekends ago, the presents ushered downstairs by helpful parishioners after the 10am Sunday Mass, 
sorted onto chairs and tables by agency and family, and now an empty church basement knowing the presents made it to 
children, teens, women and men to make this Christmas a blessing for them because of you. Thank you! 
 
Thank you as well to parishioner Annie Iannitelli and her Christmas crew who gave of their time and creativity this past  
Wednesday evening to decorate the church for the Christmas season. The decorations, especially the brilliance of the lights 
and poinsettias, help us all feel and experience the unique gifts and graces of the Christmas season. Every day the office is 
open from now through Epiphany we will leave the Christmas lights on in church if you want to come during the day and 
pray for a bit. Please enter through the parish center and make sure the church door latches and locks behind you when you 
leave. I find it very peaceful, calming, and spiritually inspiring and uplifting to pray amid the figurines in Christmas creche.  
 
Your ongoing support and generosity to Holy Cross Parish is necessary and very much appreciated. Your physical presence 
enlivens the church and makes it a parish community of believers. Streaming of services was necessary during the covid 
shutdown and instances of surges along the way, but I highly encourage you to return to the regular attendance and practice 
of coming to Masses and parish functions. Spiritual Communion is not the same when Jesus’ Real Presence if offered 
through the actual celebration of the Mass. Your presence in the church and amid fellow parishioners is needed to build 
community, to encourage and support one another, and to nourish your soul as Jesus commanded us: “do this (the Mass/
Eucharist) in remembrance of me.” It is the most precious and sustaining gift you will ever receive. God doesn’t ask for 
much in return except an open and willing heart, and obedience to the bare minimum of an hour a week in communal prayer, 
some personal connection in prayer throughout the week, and loving and forgiving those around you. We spend a lot more 
time, energy, and resources on other things in our lives that cannot give us the strength, endurance, power, and eternal love 
that Jesus gives to us through his own Body and Blood.  
 
Your volunteered time and monetary support make keeping God known, loved, and served here possible. On behalf of Dea-
con Gary, Penny and Robin, Lindsay, PJ, Chris, and Debbie, may you and your family have a very Merry Christmas today 
and throughout the season and a blessed, healthy, and Happy New Year 2023! We are always here to respond to your spir-
itual needs and appreciate your receptivity and response to our invitations to serve and 
support each other and our sisters and brothers in need. If Holy Cross is not already your 
spiritual home and you would like to put down roots, please let us know by visiting the 
parish website (www.holycrosseaston.org) and choose the Register at Holy Cross button 
on the homepage. We look forward to adding you to the flock!  
 
I am happy my Mom is here celebrating with me this year. I’m not sure if she remem-
bers this impromptu after dinner Nativity pageant my sister and I posed for one year. I 
think it is when I was eight and my sister was four gauging by comparing to other fami-
ly photos from 1981. I look forward to the upcoming solemnity of the Epiphany when 
our younger grades will enact the Christmas gospel at the 8:30am Sunday Mass on Janu-
ary 8, 2023. Hope to see you there as Christmas continues.      
                                                                                 God Bless us one and all, Fr. Brad  
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MASS INTENTIONS 

Saturday, December 24  
4:00 pm    FOR THE 
8:00 pm        PEOPLE OF 
Midnight            THE PARISH 
Sunday, December 25 

10:00am       FOR THE  
                                                           PEOPLE OF 
                                    THE PARISH 
Monday, December 26 
9:00 am   Jack Quinlan, 2nd anniversary, requested by                    
                               Judy St. Onge 
Tuesday, December 27 
9:00 am    Dottie Burns, requested by Rosemary &                      
                               Jerry Burke 
Wednesday,  December 28 
9:00 am             Rita DuPuis, 29th anniversary, requested         
                                       by her family 
Thursday,  December 29 
9:00 am      Dottie Burns, requested by Fran Long 

Friday,  December 30 
9:00 am         
Saturday, December 31 
4:00pm              Joe Campbell, requested by Martha, Matt,       
                                         and Megan Campbell 
Sunday,  January 1 

8:30am       
10:00am            Margaret Pierce, requested by Donna &                
                                       Bob Cunha 

 

 
 

Annual First Grade  
Nativity Pageant  
on The Feast of the Epiphany 

 
Sunday, Jan. 8, 2023, during the 

8:30 a.m. Mass 
If your child is interested in partic-
ipating, please email Lindsay at 
Lfranzoni@holycrosseaston.org 

 
IMPORTANT DATES & INFO: 

Dress Rehearsal: Sunday, December 28 @ 6pm 
 
PAGEANT: SUNDAY, January 8 @ 8:30 Mass, arrive to 
Holy Cross @7:45 dressed. 
 
ROLES: Mary, Joseph, (3) Kings, Gabriel (only speaking 
part!), lots of angels, lots of shepherds 
 
ALL CHILDREN WILL LEARN  
SILENT NIGHT IN SIGN LANGUAGE DURING FAITH 
FORMATION CLASSES  
 
*If they are at the Mass but not in the pageant, they are 
welcome to come up to sign it together at the end with 
their classmates.* 

 
Confirmation I 4:30-5:15, Mass 5:30-6:30,  

Confirmation II 6:30-7:20 on Sundays 
 
                                                                                                                                   1/8 @ ICC 
 1/22      @HC                                                                          2/5 @  ICC 
    2/26 @HC                                                                            3/5 @ ICC 
                                                                                                                                    

3/12 Confirmation II Retreat  
@ Holy Cross 9am-2pm 

Thank you for all the jelly jars for the Holly Fair! Greatly 
appreciated.  

mailto:Lfranzoni@holycrosseaston.org
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December 24 & 25 

     Lectors                                        Communion Ministers 
4 pm/Church 
 Mary Marsh  Robin Durgin-King 
                     Dave Nelson  Joe Kennedy 
   Michelle Hassan 
   Donna Cunha 
   Bob Cunha 

4 pm/Great Room 
                     Kevin Kinch  Teresa Connor  
 Mark Franzoni John McLaughlin 
   Tom Skinner 
   Diane Jussaume 
   Mark Jussaume 
   Sean Kane 
 

8pm            Joyce Isiminger Janine Couture 
 Nancy Breef-Pilz  Marty Reynolds 
   Suzanne Williams 
  
Midnight    Penny Brennan Rolf Alphonse 
   Sid Smith 
   Magela Justin 
 

10am          Mike Farrell  Pat Brophy 
                     Nancy Donahue                    Bob Wood 
                Margaret Dwyer Hogan   

December 31 & January 1 
4pm          Doreen Gonick                         Kevin Kinch        
                   Larry Hassan                           Lori Dixon 
                                                                        Kevin Dixon 
  
8:30am    Virginia Polanski                    John McLaughlin 
                   Brian Sheehan                         Bill Mulzey 
                                                                        Sid Smith 
 
10:00am  Greg Connly                             Denise Urquhart 
                    Mark Franzoni                        Bill Urquhart 
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SPONSOR A DAY  
Goal: $43,800  

Donations received  $47,561. 
 

Thank you to the following parishioners who  
sponsored a day in December. Additional donors for 

2022 will be listed the first two weeks of January 2023.  
 

Ames Family                                      James Hoffman 
John & Judy Foster                           Carol Burton 
William Brown                                  Anne Tarallo 
Paula McCallum                                Elizabeth McGinnis 
Michelle Campbell                            Christy Solomine 
Michael Sabina                                  Sandra McMenimon 
Lloyd & Gail Douglas                       John Morley 
Jeffrey McLaughlin                           Ann Andrew 
Ray & Ursula Lawson 
Bob & Donna Cunha 
Elizabeth Joseph 
In Honor of Virginia Donofrio 

 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry will not meet this month. 
Wishing you and your families a blessed holiday    
season. See you next year! 

Outreach Sunday: Jan. 1, 2023 
  
Lists change to reflect current needs: 
 
My Brother’s Keeper-diapers, household cleaning products, 
sponges, canned: soup, fruit, pasta sauce, vegetables. Peanut 
butter, jelly, pasta, mac and cheese, snacks 
 

Birthright-diapers, wipes 
 

Family & Community Resources-canned: soup, fruit, pasta 
sauce, vegetables. Peanut butter, jelly, pasta, mac and cheese, 
snacks 
 

Mainspring House-toiletries, Men and Women NEW under-
wear 
 

We Do Care-support local widows and widowers and their 
families by donating grocery store gift cards 
 

Louisan Family Shelter- Birthday Bags - medium and large 
size birthday gift bags, cake mix, frosting, disposable pans, 
plates, napkins, decorations, table cloths, party hats, cake can-
dles 
 

Please leave your donations in the gathering area of the 
church on Outreach Sunday, the first Sunday of each 
month. Thank you for continuing to generously support 
our local community service agencies! 
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The next title our Spiritual Book Club will cover is The Great Divorce by C.S. Lewis. The meet-
ing will be January 9 at 7p,m. We meet in the Parish Center.  
 

Interested potential members can get info about previous readings and protocol from Virginia Polanski vpolan-
ski@stonehill.edu and Deacon Gary Donahue GDonahue@holycrosseaston.org  

 
FRIDAY 12/23 CLOSED 

SATURDAY 12/24 CLOSED 
SUNDAY 12/25 CLOSED 
MONDAY 12/26 CLOSED 

TUESDAY 12/27 OPEN 9-4 
WEDNESDAY  12/28 OPEN 9-4 

 
THURSDAY 12/29 OPEN 9-4 

FRIDAY 12/30 CLOSED 
SATURDAY 12/31 CLOSED 

SUNDAY 1/1 CLOSED 
MONDAY 1/2 CLOSED 

TUESDAY 1/3 OPEN 9-4 

 

 

Christmas  Mass Schedule 
December 24:       (2) at 4:00 pm; in the Great                                           
                                                                            Room and the Church 
                                                                              8:00 pm    
December 25:          Midnight Christmas Eve 
                                                                                 10:00 am 
 

mailto:vpolanski@stonehill.edu
mailto:vpolanski@stonehill.edu
mailto:GDonahue@holycrosseaston.org

