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From the desk of  Fr. Ben 
Dear Friends, 
 
We live in an age when politics has seeped into nearly every corner of life — our friendships, our families, 
our churches, and even our sense of identity. It has become the lens through which we interpret almost   
everything and everyone. What was once a means to serve the common good has too often become a 
rival religion, complete with its own creeds, enemies, and rituals of outrage. 
 

When everything is politicized, truth becomes negotiable, compassion becomes weakness, and unity     
becomes impossible. We no longer ask, “What is right?” but “Whose side are you on?” The result is a      

society marked by division, fear, and cynicism. Sadly, our allegiance to political parties or ideologies sometimes overshadows 
our deeper belonging to God and to one another. 
 

But as Christians, we are called to be different. Jesus never sought to build a political kingdom or claim power for one nation. 
He said clearly, “My kingdom is not of this world” (John 18:36). The Gospel calls us not to conquest but to conversion — not to      
domination but to love of neighbor. This leaves no room for the idea of Christian nationalism. 
 

In the Gospel of John, there is a story that speaks directly to this moment — the healing of the man born blind (John 9). Jesus 
spits on the ground, makes mud, and anoints the man’s eyes. When the man washes in the pool of Siloam, he returns seeing 
— for the first time in his life. But what follows is even more remarkable: he begins to see not only with his eyes but with 
his heart. He recognizes who Jesus truly is — “Lord, I believe,” he says — while others, though they can see physically,      
remain spiritually blind. 
 

This story is not only about healing; it is about illumination. Faith gives us new sight — to see the world, others, and even          
ourselves through the light of Christ. Without that light, we risk seeing only through the dim lens of ideology, fear, and                
self-interest. 
 

History gives us examples of those who let faith illumine their vision in dark times. In the 16th century, England was torn apart 
by political and religious conflict. At the center of that storm stood St. Thomas More — a brilliant lawyer, a devoted husband 
and father, and a trusted advisor to King Henry VIII. When the king demanded that he take an oath contrary to his  conscience 
and the teachings of the Church, More faced a decision that would cost him everything. Friends urged him to compromise, to 
bend just a little. But More, guided by faith, saw that no political loyalty could outweigh the call of Christ. 

 
Centuries later, St. Oscar Romero lived that same Gospel courage in El Salvador. Surrounded by       
violence and injustice, Romero refused to take sides. Instead, he chose to stand with the suffering Christ 
in the poor. “A faith that does not become culture, that does not become the air we breathe,” he said, “is a 
dead faith.” His vision of faith cost him his life, yet it continues to awaken consciences around the world. 
 
Jesus said, “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hidden” (Matthew 5:14). Faith, 
when truly alive, must shine on everything — not just our Sunday worship but our weekday decisions, our 
conversations, our votes, and our  treatment of others. 

 
St. Paul reminds us, “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind” (Romans 12:2). To 
let faith shine means allowing Christ’s light to penetrate every part of our perspective — especially where we are tempted to 
separate the sacred from the secular, or our beliefs from our actions. 
 

The saints remind us that holiness is not withdrawal from the world, but integrity within it. Their politics were not driven by          
ideology but by conscience. Their faith was not private sentiment but public witness. 
 

Pope Benedict XVI once said, “Faith enables reason to do its work more effectively and to see more clearly what is true and 
good.” When faith lights our way, we begin to see beyond labels and partisanship. We recognize Christ in those who disagree 
with us, compassion in those we oppose, and truth that transcends all sides. 
 

True Christianity transcends borders and parties. The Church is not the servant of any nation or ideology — it is the Body of 
Christ, sent to the whole world. Our mission is not to make nations Christian by law, but to make hearts Christlike by love. 
 

The Gospel this weekend ends with a haunting question from Jesus: “When the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” 
He wasn’t posing a casual question—it was a piercing challenge. It forces us to look honestly at the world we’re shaping and 
the hearts we’re cultivating. When faith fades, fear takes its place. When belief in God weakens, ideologies rush in to fill the 
void, demanding the loyalty that belongs only to Him. 
 

Let us pray that when He comes, He will find in us not a world lost in politics or ideologies, but hearts steadfast in faith—faith 
that works through love, that endures through trials, and that keeps its eyes fixed on the eternal Kingdom that is not of this 
world. 

 
Blessings,  
 

Fr. Ben 
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Hours of Operation 

Parish Office  
Phone calls and in person visits        (outside counter) 
Monday-Friday               10:00 AM-6:00 PM 

    

Please ring the red bell for 

service. 

Come visit us for  

Mass Intentions, Votive Candles ,etc.          

    We look forward to seeing you! 

 
  
Reconciliation                Saturdays at 3:30 PM 
Please proceed to the reconciliation room in the 
church or call the Rectory Office for appointment. 
 

Baptism                              Monthly 
We offer the Rite of Baptism for Infants monthly 
(except during the Lenten season). Please visit 
www.saintannecatholic.org/baptism for all information. 
Registration must be made with the Parish Office. 
Space is limited on a first come per served basis. 
  

Christian Burial                         At  Need 
Funerals and the Rite of Christian Burial are made in 
conjunction with the Mortuary of your choosing. 
Please contact the Mortuary first. Due to the current 
State and County Health Orders, restrictions may    
apply. Our clergy are available to celebrate Vigil      
services as well. 

 

Holy Matrimony                            Varies 
Please contact the Parish Office at least six months 
prior to your wedding date to begin the marriage   
preparation required by the Diocese of Oakland. Due 
to the current State and County Health                   
Orders, restrictions may apply. 

  
Holy Orders                  By  Call 
Is God calling you to the Priesthood, Diaconate, or 
Religious Life? God doesn’t call the qualified. He 
qualifies the called.  
Call us today to setup a discussion with one of our 
clergy where you can continue discerning God’s call. 

  
Holy Communion                       Ongoing 
We have a few programs available for those who 
have not yet received their First Eucharist. Please see 
our Faith Formation sections for more information.  
   

Confirmation                        Ongoing 

We have a few programs available for those who 
have not yet received the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
Please see our Faith Formation sections for more  
information. 
  

Anointing of the Sick                         Request 
If you or someone you know are in need of receiving 
the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick, please call 
our parish office to schedule. 
  

Our Parish Mission 
 We, the people of Saint Anne Parish are called to be witness of 

our Catholic Faith.  

• We are called to faithfully listen, live, and grow in our       

understanding; and evangelize the message of Jesus. 

• United, we gather together to ensure that our Eucharistic 

celebrations are welcoming, vibrant and meaningful. 

• We uphold the dignity of the human person, the importance 

of family, and the common good of our society, so that our 
nation may continue to be transformed by the saving power 
of Christ. 

• By virtue of our common priesthood through Baptism, we 

carry out our missionary endeavor to share the gifts God 
has given us to the homeless, hungry, and underprivileged  

        In our community.   

Our Parish Prayer 
Loving and eternal God, we gather in thanksgiving as your     

people of Saint Anne Parish, listening to your word and          
celebrating the presence of your Son,  Jesus, in the bread and 
wine we share. Teach us to love and serve each other as Jesus 
loved and served us. Guide us with the Holy Spirit so that we 
may become worthy to be one in the Body of Christ. Amen.  

New to Saint Anne? 
 

Welcome! To register, please visit our   
Parish Office or  

register online at 
www.saintannecatholic.org 

We are here to serve you! 

Patterned in the spirituality of Saint Anne,                
we aspire to be an all-embracing, Christ-centered 

Catholic community  
fostering collaboration, cooperation, and communion 

with each other. 

Our Parish Vision  





SCHOOL OF FAITH FORMATION CCD 
2025-2026 

Sacraments of Reconciliation, Communion &  
 Continuing Catholic Education. 

 (Grades 1- 8) 
 

 Registration is closing soon! 
Sign up Online: saintannecatholic.org/cff 

 

Saint Anne High School Youth 
Ministry 2025-2026 
St. Anne Youth Ministry will meet 
on Monday, October 20 at 6:30 
p.m. in the Parish Hall.  Snacks 
for sale ($1/$2) are available 
outside the Hall starting at 6:15 
p.m. The theme of our meeting 
will be session two of the Alpha 

Youth Series, “Jesus Is…”  
It IS NOT too late to register for Youth Ministry.  Youth    
Ministry registration forms will be available on the Youth   
Ministry link on the Parish website: https://
saintannecatholic.org/ym   If you’d like to pick up a        
registration form they available at the Parish Office. Just a 
reminder, the Youth Ministry program is  considered the first 
year of the two-year preparation for Confirmation program.  
All are welcome!!! 

 

St. Anne Confirmation    
Program 2025-2026 
St. Anne Confirmation candidates 
meet next  Sunday, October 26 at 
2:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall.   
Youth Mass will follow at 5:00 
p.m. 
                                             

TRUNK OR TREAT on Halloween!! 

St. Anne’s needs your car!!!  Actually, we’re looking for    
Parishioners willing to decorate their cars on Halloween   
afternoon, Friday, October 31st.  The time commitment is 
3:45-6:30 p.m. in the St. Anne Church.  This can be a family 
event!  Please consider joining us by signing up to decorate 
your car.  Please contact jeffyalicante@gmail.com or 
cff@saintannecatholic.org  We are also in need of candy 
donations!  If you would like to help and donate a bag of 
candy, please bring it by the Parish Office or the Youth     
Ministry Office. 

October 19, 2025 • 29th Week in Ordinary Time  

On October 18, we celebrate the feast of Saint Luke, one of 
the four evangelists. The Gospel of Luke is sometimes nick-
named the “Justice Gospel” because Luke has so many  
stories of Jesus reaching out to those who were victims of 
injustice in their society. Perhaps this was partially due to 
Luke’s own experience as a healer. Luke wrote his Gospel to 
help us understand that Jesus was and is a universal       
savior—for everyone, everywhere. Your challenge this week 
is to spend time each day with Luke’s Gospel. Find a chapter 
(or at least a story or teaching in a chapter) which deals with 
justice, then reflect on and discuss as a family how you can 
apply the message which the passage teaches in your life 
today. © Center for Ministry Development. Published by the    
Pastoral Center / www.pastoral.center. All rights reserved. 

COMMEMORATE OUR FAITHFUL       
DEPARTED LOVED ONES 

Please join us on November 1, 2025 @ 10:00 am 
for our annual mass of remembrance of our         
faithful departed loved ones especially those who 
died from  November 2024 to October 2025. 

mailto:cff@saintannecatholic.org
mailto:jeffyalicante@gmail.com
mailto:cff@saintannecatholic.org


PLEASE CALL THE PARISH OFFICE TO INCLUDE 
NAMES AND PROVIDE A CONTACT SO OUR      

MINISTERS CAN FOLLOW-UP. NAMES WILL BE 
CLEARED AT THE END OF EACH MONTH. 

Sunday, October 19,  2025 

    

    

   We lift up our sick and  
   home bound in prayer: 

Rolly Apostol 
Cindy Abapo 

Crismarie Agbayani 
Jose Caluya  
Paige Brady 

Mary Campos 
Pacita Castillo 

Veronica Chiong 
Arlene Doyle 

Millette Fulgar 
Lita Kayas 

Janet Lacap 
Ampy Leus 

Marissa Magno 
Jovita Marquez 
Elaine Martin 

Vienvenar Mendoza 
Malosi Meredith 
Tomas Miranda 
Ricardo Morelos  

 
 

Beatrice Park 
Josephine Ramos 

Danny Sancho 
 Jay Soriano 
Deity Trocino 

Tomas Valenton 
Norma Veloso 

Roseann Cabrera- 
Ward 

October 18, 2025 - October 25, 2025 

Saturday, October 18 

5:00 pm  †  Corazon Guiao 

Sunday, October 19 

8:00 am   †  Rosario Hidalgo 

10:00 am   Beverly Contreras - Spe. Int.  

12:00 pm  †  Msgr. Jaime “Jun” Zurbano 

5:00pm     For the People 

Monday, October 20 

8:00 am     †  Evelina Cala 

Tuesday, October 21 

8:00 am     Neil & Nini Batallones - Spe. Int.  

Wednesday, October 22 

8:00 am     †  Stanley Dietcher 

7:00 pm     †  Jose Marie Ascano 

Thursday, October 23 

8:00 am     Neena Batallones - Spe. Int. 

Friday, October 24 

8:00 am    †  Reynald  “Ron”Leary 

Saturday, October 25 

8:00 am    †  Francisco Rayandayan 

5:00pm     For the People 

      SHARE THE WARMTH.  
MAKE AN IMPACT.  

SUPPORT OUR            

MINISTRIES.  
 

This fall/winter,                                                
act generously and  

experience the joy of      
giving.  

 
Help sustain our church  regardless of the 
weather. We  offer Online    Giving as an         

additional option to  strengthen our church’s  
community and  support our  ongoing  mission 
and   ministries. We  value this spiritual home, 

which relies on  our time, talent, and treasure.  
 

Online Giving helps support our church by      
allowing you to make donations, payments, and 
pledges via your  mobile phone, smart   device, 

or computer.  
 

Set up your gift today or consider an           
additional gift via our Online Giving link on 

your smart device.  
Visit our church website:             

saintannecatholic.org                                      
today  

and click on Donate to sign up and get          
started. 

2025 

Plate  
Collections + 

Online      
Giving 

Over/
(Under) 
Weekly  

Budget of 
$15,450.00 

08/25-08/31 $13,141.57 $(2,308.43) 

09/01-09/07 $17,357.00 $1,907.00 

09/08-09/14 $15,129.00 $(321.00) 

09/15-09/21 $14,858.00 $(592.00) 

09/22-09/28 $14,169.00 $(1,281.00) 

09/29-10/05 $17,170.00 $1,720.00 

10/06-10/12 $15,833.00 $383.00 



Pastoral Team 
 

 

Fr. Benedict “Ben” Wonganant 
Pastor 

510-471-7766 ext 12 
frben@saintannecatholic.org 

 
Fr. Joseph Thanh Nguyen 

Parochial Vicar 
510-471-7766 ext 11 

frjoseph@saintannecatholic.org 
 

 
Deacon Arsenio “ Sen” Reyes 
Liturgy and Music Coordinator 

510-471-7766 Ext.21 
deacon@saintannecatholic.org 

 
 

Jim Soltau 
Youth Ministry Coordinator 

510-471-7766 Ext. 22 
ym@saintannecatholic.org 

  
 

Juni Ranillo 
Children’s Faith Formation Coordinator 

510-471-7766 Ext. 17 
cff@saintannecatholic.org 

 
 
 

Zella Yanos 
Office Manager 

510-471-7766 Ext. 10 
office@saintannecatholic.org 

 
 
 

Gustave Pearson 
Bookkeeper 

510-471-7766 Ext. 19 
accounting@saintannecatholic.org 

 

Support Team 
 

Nilda Cabardo 
 Housekeeping Attendant                                    

510-471-7766 

VIRTUS Safe Environment Training 
All those who minister (volunteers, employees, and   
clergy) in the Diocese of Oakland are required to   
complete the Safe Environment Training. The      
training is mandatory-first before starting work or   
volunteering and then every three years thereafter. 
Please check your email if you are due to retrain. 
Visit https://oakdiocese.org/safe-environment or    
existing login and / or new volunteer registration. 



We’re inspired by the Gospel to serve our 

neighbors in need. You’re invited to help us! 

We appreciate contributions through            

collections, donations on the parish website, 

or checks and gift cards delivered to the parish 

office. Maybe you can join us or volunteer for 

a few hours. The parish website has more    

information about our ministry:  

https://saintannecatholic.org/st-vincent-de-paul 

 
 
 
 
 

Society of St. Vincent De Paul 
510-516-3573 

October Activities 
10/6,  Monday 
6:00 to 7:00 pm in Room 106: Monthly Meeting 
10/10,  Friday 
9:00-11:00 am in Room 106: Prepare and        
deliver food bags for unhoused neighbors. 
10/12, Sunday 
11:00-1:00: Serve lunches at the St. Vincent de 
Paul Store. 
10/17, Friday 
9:00-11:00 am  in Room 106: Set up for the 
walk-up food distribution. 
10/18, Saturday 
9:00-11:00 am in Room 106: Walk-up food 
 distribution 
  

September Assistance 
108 lunches served at the St. Vincent de 

Paul Store 
82 households (205 people) served by the 

food distribution in Room 106 
$170 in pantry food (5 people) 
$440 in gift cards (4 people) 
$250 for transportation assistance           

(2 people) 
$450 in rent assistance (1 person) 

https://saintannecatholic.org/st-vincent-de-paul





