
Holy Trinity presents “Ex Libris”: a noble feature of our parish bulletin. Once per month, we 
offer a book recommendation to enrich your spiritual reading. Look for spiritual classics and 
modern selections too. Will you form a reading group to enjoy our recommendation?  

 

 
Our November 2024 Recommendation: Stories About Purgatory and What They Reveal: 30 Days 

for the Holy Souls 
Some books rattle your conscience. Others awaken it. This one does both—with quiet clarity and relentless 
charity. Stories About Purgatory and What They Reveal isn’t mere pious folklore. It’s a month-long spiritual 
boot camp dressed as a collection of devotions, one that unflinchingly reminds us that holiness is not a hobby 
and Heaven is not automatic. 
Drawing from saints, mystics, and forgotten Catholic tradition, this devotional plunges the reader into vivid 
portraits of the Church Suffering—and reveals the spiritual urgency of our role as the Church Militant. 

 
Ten Takeaway Truths with [CCC] references: 

1. Purgatory is real and painful. The stories don’t sugar-coat. 
Purgatory is not a waiting room—it is a place of purification “as 
by fire” [CCC 1030–1031]. Venial sins, spiritual laziness, and 
even good deeds done poorly can delay a soul’s union with God. 

2. The Communion of Saints is not a metaphor. Our prayers help 
the dead. Our sacrifices speed up their release. That’s not 
spiritual optimism—it’s doctrine [CCC 958]. We are one Body, 
and the suffering members need relief. 

3. The Mass is the most powerful aid. Again and again, this book 
illustrates: nothing aids the Holy Souls like the Holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass [CCC 1371]. A single Mass, fervently offered, can do 
more than a thousand whispered prayers. 

4. Heaven isn’t for the “nice.” It’s for the holy. Even the devout 
priests, nuns, and generous benefactors appear in these pages as 
suffering for small but real faults [CCC 1472]. God’s justice is 
exacting. His mercy, though boundless, demands purity. 

5. Hell is real but so is hope. The book doesn’t veer into gloom. It 
holds fast to hope [CCC 1821]. No matter how far gone a soul 
seemed in life, the mercy of God can work at the moment of 
death, and our prayers can be part of that grace. 

6. The Blessed Virgin is Queen of the Suffering. Mary’s 
intercession reaches into Purgatory like a mother’s hand through 
fire. Her maternal care consoles, protects, and sometimes even 
releases souls [CCC 969]. Devotion to her, in life and death, matters. 

7. Our Guardian Angels don’t stop working. Angels, assigned in life, remain companions in purification. Some 
stories hint they may even “escort” souls through the final stages of purgation [CCC 336]. Our friendships with 
the heavenly host are eternal. 

8. The forgotten souls are not forgotten by God. Many entries focus on those with “no one to pray for them.” Yet 
God stirs up hearts on earth to pray precisely for these souls [CCC 1054]. That’s His mercy—quietly 
orchestrating intercession. 

9. You get what you give. If you pray for the dead now, they will pray for you later. This isn’t superstition—it’s 
reciprocity in grace [CCC 1475]. The spiritual economy of charity never runs at a loss. 

10. You still have time. Purgatory is not punishment for sin forgiven, but purification for love not yet perfected 
[CCC 1031]. If we embrace penance now, we lessen our time later. Better a hairshirt today than fire tomorrow. 

 
Why We Should Read This Book: Because it will sober you. Because it will console you. Because it will 
move you to action. In an age that canonizes everyone at the funeral and forgets them by the next day, this book 
gives the dead back their dignity—and reminds us of our sacred obligation to help them. You’ll come away 
praying more deeply, loving more purely, and living with eternity in mind. 
Pick up this book. Read a chapter a day in November. Or any month. But read it. And then—pray.   


