
The Synod for a Synodal Church, 2021-2023 

National and Local Results 

In the Fall of 2021, the world-wide Church answered the call from Pope Francis to be involved at parish 

and diocesan level in the Synod on Synodality, in what has been called the biggest consultation exercise 

in human history. We were asked to share our experiences, hopes, desires and concerns about the 

Church. Here at Holy Spirit, we were invited to participate in group listening and discussion sessions, 

online, or by mail. What follows is a brief summary of the results of this process, at the national and 

local levels. 

 

THE NATIONAL LEVEL 

Nationally, 700,000 people participated, resulting in 22,000 individual reports which were distilled into 

290 synthesis documents submitted to the US Bishops. Respondents had a number of concerns: the 

effects of the sexual abuse crisis, of COVID, the fact that the Church seems deeply divided. All of this 

causes pain and anxiety but being able to express this provided the opportunity for healing and hope. 

People wish to draw closer to God through a deeper knowledge of Scripture, prayer and the sacraments, 

especially the Eucharist. There is a desire to become an even more welcoming Church, for the Church to 

meet people where they are at, to build real relationships. There is concern to better welcome and 

accompany those who feel marginalized, whether by a lack of social and economic power, or because of 

their life experience, for example the divorced and remarried, or the LGBTQ+ community and their 

families, or those with special needs. There is appreciation for the contribution of women, but also a 

desire for greater roles for them in leadership, decision making, and the liturgy. All consultations 

expressed a concern for young people, who often feel excluded, and for the Church to address issues 

that are important to them. There is a wish for lifelong spiritual, pastoral and catechetical formation, 

especially in the areas of social teaching and outreach. 

This process enabled Catholics to gather, to listen to each other, to pray together. It proved a positive 

exercise for all involved, opening a way for the Church: “The people of God have already begun to build 

the Church for which they hope.” 

HOLY SPIRIT POCATELLO - OUR RESPONSE 

Many of the responses in the parish mirrored those at the national level. We were asked to reflect on 

parish life, then on the wider Church. 

A Welcoming Parish:  Several spoke of this as a welcoming parish, but some participants felt that we 

could do better in this respect, especially as regards newcomers and visitors, who do not always feel 

welcome. The usefulness of parish social events and organizations in building community surfaced 

several times. 

Young Adults: This was a recurring theme at parish, diocesan, national and world-wide levels. Here at 

Holy Spirit our young and school aged children, and the college students at St. Johns, have targeted 

ministries. Young adults told us that much more needs to be done in terms of education, spirituality and 

social grouping for them, for singles and for young couples and their families. 



Ongoing Formation: There was appreciation for the online events created during COVID that are now 

being continued. However, there is a desire for “more church teaching” in various formats - preaching, 

study etc. 

Ministry:  The number of available ministries in the parish were welcomed. However, it was suggested 

that we reach out on a personal level to invite individuals to discern and to share their gifts and talents, 

not just expect them to “sign up”. Young adult involvement in ministry and on committees should be 

actively encouraged. 

On the margins: the role and treatment of women in the Church surfaced several times. We still have a 

long way to go.  The comments indicated the parish needs to “reach out” more to divorced, singles, “the 

broken” the bereaved and the LGBTQ+ community. 

Relationship with God and the Church: the responses were as varied as the participants, most of whom 

spoke positively of the role of the Church and of spirituality in their lives. 

Ongoing: Several have voiced a desire for this listening/discussion process to continue as it was such a 

good experience. A number of helpful, practical suggestions related to the issues emerged as a basis for 

further reflection and action. 

 

A WORD FROM FR. HENRY: 

Thank you to everyone who participated in this historic world-wide Church effort.  I know a broad 

synthesis cannot speak for everyone, yet our parish synthesis of your Synod contributions will add fresh 

and current perspective to our local discernments that will follow.  I have read all your reflections and 

am deeply moved by the depth of your compassion to one another and your commitment to the 

Church.   

 Pope Francis frequently reminds us that synodality is “not a one-time event, but an invitation to an 

ongoing style of Church life.”  May we continue to journey together with Christ as our guide, who is the 

Way, the truth and life.  Echoing the US Bishops in their National Synthesis, I pray, “God the Father, who 

by the gift of his Crucified and Risen Son has poured out the Holy Spirit upon us to renew all things, 

make fruitful the seeds that the Synodal path has planted among us.”   

                           

 

 

 

 

 

                                  For the full text of the USCCB National Synthesis, go to www.usccb.org/synod 

                                         or the Parish website: www.hscc.org and click on the Synod page 


