
                                                    

The Family of Saint Gerald 
9310 S. 55th Court 

     Oak Lawn, Ill.  60453 
September 13, 2020 

24thSunday in Ordinary Time 

 

BACK TO SCHOOL 
Grandparent’s Day 



Family of St. Gerald                                                         Page 2                                                                                  Sept. 13,  2020 

 Dear Friends, 
It is only a couple of months since I came to St. Gerald, but this time was so intensive that I feel like I joined this 

amazing community a year ago. We had to make a lot of decisions and make some changes due to COVID-19 in the past 
few months. And I know those decisions and changes made some of you very happy and some of you not so much. I wish 
we could satisfy everyone, but we can't, it is simply impossible, and I am grateful to those who understand that. 

COVID-19 is very inconvenient to most of us on many levels. Lately, almost every day someone calls or emails me to 
complain about the pandemic rules we follow at St. Gerald. Some people complain we don't do enough - even though we 
follow all the rules, and others complain we are too strict with all these rules. Well, safety comes first, and we will continue 
to observe all restrictions as long as the Archdiocese requires us to do so. We will also continue to inform parishioners 
what to do and what not to do in the church during the pandemic, and we kindly ask everyone to responsibly follow these 
rules. 

I do feel sorry for those who experience any discomfort coming to our church at this difficult time. Some complain 
because things are not the way they want them to be. My life taught me that things will not always be the way I want them 
to be. Life can be brutal sometimes. 

But are these restrictions really so bad? Is wearing a mask in the church for less than one hour that uncomfortable? 
Well imagine Jesus hanging on the Cross for three hours. He didn't complain when he sacrificed his life for our sake. Holy 
Mass is a sacrifice, but it seems like many forgot about this dimension of the Eucharist. We all offer a sacrifice to God as 
we participate in the liturgy, and sometimes it means to take up our own cross on our own shoulders and follow Jesus. 
That cross for us might be a mask on our face or maybe the fact that we have to sign up to participate or the fact we can't 
sit in our favorite pew. But can we make a sacrifice? By his own sacrifice on the Cross Jesus made this world a better place. 
He saved us and gave us hope. By our own sacrifice we can make this world a better place too. Could we focus less on some 
inconvenient details, and pay more attention to be grateful that we can worship in church and receive the Body of Christ? 

And most of you have indeed shown the spirit of gratitude. Many of you show how much you care about St. Gerald. So 
in this article I would like to express my sincere thanks you to all Volunteers and Donors who stepped forward with their 
help. 

Dear Volunteers, I know how much time you offer to St. Gerald, some of you come to a few Masses each weekend to 
help to make sure that everyone who comes to St. Gerald feels safe and welcome. Thank you from the bottom of my heart 
for your time, dedication and hard work. And if anyone who reads this is inspired to become a volunteer please call us at 
708-422-0234. We need you! 

Dear Donors, you are the ones who understand that financially this is a very difficult time for St. Gerald Church. Your 
generous gifts make a tremendous difference and a huge impact on St. Gerald Parish. They allow us to continue our 
mission. You are a blessing! Thank you for your response to the needs of your home - St. Gerald.   

Any burden becomes lighter as we all come together to lift it. So please continue to be supportive with your time as 
Volunteers and with your donations, because we can’t do this without you! It is a joy and an honor to have such  
wonderful and faithful parishioners and friends supporting St. Gerald Parish. 

God is good and He always looks after his faithful people. Recently we received a very generous donation of $50,000 
from the sale of Father Malcolm's condo. It is in addition to the original donation given at the time of the dedication of the 
renovated front of the church. 

Father Malcolm is still watching over us and I am so grateful for his obvious love for St. Gerald. 
As we begin the new school year we plan on using Fr. Malcolm's generous donation toward the purchase of chrome 

books for the rest of the school. So let us thank Father Malcolm for his generosity and also the Holy Name Society who 
enabled us to purchase the first set of chrome books earlier this summer. It has been a godsend as we move forward in the 
education of our children in this time of challenge and uncertainty. And please keep our students and teachers in your 
prayers as they begin the new year facing so many challenges. 

Some time ago I saw a post on the social media which very much describes our reality these days. It said; "Open TV: 
bad news, open radio: bad news, open net: bad news, open newspaper: bad news, open Bible: Good News always." So, let 
us pay attention to what we feed our minds with, and my wish for all of us is that we open the Bible and be fed with the 
Good News more often. 

 
My Friends, you are always in my prayers. 
 

 Fr. Robert 
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Elaine Andreski 
Frank Apicella 
Connie Azar 
Peg Bauer & John Bauer 
Julie Barker 
Lauri Belin 
Rosemary Bingenheimer 
Thomas Bird 
Anne Borik 
Doreen Brown 
Catherine M. Burns 
Al Cacciottolo 
Kerrie Anne Cardinal 
Joe Caracci 
Hannah Carroll 
Joe Carvelli 
Sharon Carver 
Miriam Castro 
Ronald Cerevic Sr. 
Mary Cieplak 
Phyllis Celms 
Bob Cerf 
Shirley  Cerf 
Kate Sullivan Coates 
Kathy  Contreras 
Liliana Cordova 
Shirley Costa 
Joseph Culik 
Sue Culik 
Therese Cunningham 
Marlene Curran 
Theresa Curtin 
Amanda Davis 
Ralph DeFiorie 
Bart Demma 
Linda Doran 
Terry Dorgan 
Marlene Downing 
Leonard Driscoll 
John Dunne 
Mary Dvorak 
Patricia Earnest 
Pat Egan 
Ceil Elliott 
Audrey Erickson 

 
 
Carol Fadden 
Geri Feehery 
Joan Flynn 
Marie Galvin 
Richard Galvin 
Augustine George 
Bean Glazer 
Nancy Glowacki 
Elizabeth Gonzalez 
Erica Graves 
Douglas Green 
Leonard Griskell 
Pat Gritzuk 
Sharyn Guerin 
Sabrin Hajaj 
Shariff Hajaj 
Mike Hansen 
Pamela Hanus 
Alice Harris 
Art Harris 
Dorothy Hejl 
Clara Hobson 
Vicki Hoffman-Klups 
Patrick Huff 
Noah Michael Izydorski 
Jamie 
Maureen Jan 
Denise Jandura 
Rich Jandura 
Jace Jacobson 
Susan Johnson 
Terry Jones 
John Kandich 
Josie Kanuphe 
Mary Klonowski 
Aislee Klups 
Susan Koller 
Dee & Richard Kostner 
Mary Kozlowski 
Margaret Kuckertz 
 
 
 
 

Tina Lackner 
Bob Lamb 
Cody Lenoci 
Kathy Levickis 
Joyce Lewandowski 
Mary Lindzius 
Dorothy Longfellow 
Cathy Losos 
Jim Lucchetti 
Chris  Lundstrom 
Bill Lyons 
Peggy Madera 
Kate Martin 
Debbie Martinez 
Gene Martyn Jr. 
Kelly McCain 
Mr. & Mrs. McCormick 
Marilyn McEathron 
Margaret McGrath 
David McMullen 
Christopher Melody 
Ronald Merlini 
Catherine Miller 
Maureen Mrugala 
Jimmy Murphy 
Mary Nally 
Kate Newhart 
Juan Nieto 
Mary O’Boyle 
Victoria Rose Ogrodny 
Laila Bader O’Flaherty 
Patricia Oksanen 
MaryJo Olejniczak 
Doris Ostapina 
Mary Owens 
Carol Paprocki 
Roselynn Peary 
Carmen Pendroza 
Carol Ploog 
Richard Pollak 
John Raciak 
Debbie Ries-Cunningham 
Lena Rayas 
Bruce Renz 
 

 
 
 

Bob Reyes 
Jerry Rizzuto 
Nancy Ryan 
Lena Ryan 
Linda Saathoff 
Frances Sacino 
Gerrit Schoenig 
Alexander Scott 
Christina Scott 
Deirdre Scott 
Robbie Segina 
Randy Skendzel 
John Sluga 
Rosemarie Sobczak 
Joel Staszewski 
Linda Stearns 
Jill Steigerwald 
Helen Stewart 
Joseph Streit 
Joseph Streppa 
Christine Sullivan 
Nicki Susralski 
Debbie Brennan Stein 
Vicki Sye 
Salvatore (Sam) Teresi 
Charles Thompson 
Marissa Torres 
Leonard Trzeciak 
Rita Tucholski 
Carrie Tully 
Norman Vereecke 
Gemma Vivar 
Tom Vodicka 
Marcia Vorac 
Robert Walsh 
Nicolas Walter 
Kathleen Wampach 
Diane Ward 
Frances Wilhelm 
Joyce Wilkinson 
Jean Wilson 
Alan Wisniewski 
Stella Wisniewski 
Jameson Woodworth 
Mary Ellen Ziegler 

      Pray for the sick listing 

 
5:00PM 
 
7:30AM 
 
9:15AM 
 
11:00AM 

 
N Mica 
 
R Smith 
 
D Czaja 
 
T Jones 

  

 
J Anderson, S Weber 
 
P Butkus, N Smith 
 
S Krystof, C Vendetti 
 
T Jones, P Walent 

    Freedom consists not in doing what we like, but in 
having the right to do what we  ought.  

                                                St. John Paul II 

9/19-20                    MASS TIMES                 LECTOR                EUCHARISTIC MINISTER 
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PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 

Baptisms 

The Stewardship of our Family of Saint Gerald 
    09/06/20 Collection                                  
    Masses $to come 
    Mailed/Dropped Off $to come 
    Give Central $ 
    Archdiocese $Unavailable 
    Total $to come 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED 
SUPPORT. 
 Our parish family depends upon your support and 

cannot exist without you. When you are not able to be 
here we thank you for remembering your financial 
commitment to our faith community and each other. 
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We congratulate our parents and families, whose 
child was welcomed into the new life of Baptism. 
May God protect this little one, reborn into the  
Family of God. 

DEATHS 

    May choirs of angels welcome them. 

                    Mass Schedule 
Sunday, Sept . 13 
7:30am  John Karakas Sr., Joseph and Therese Langan 
9:15am  Thomas Coffey, Paulina Saparneine, Jonas Sapaknis, 
               Jonas Stitilus, Spec Int for Roselyn Peary 
11:00am  Pvt. James McGrath, Margaret McGrath,  
                John & Nellie Scannell, Louis & Anna Fanelli 
Monday, Sept . 14 
8:00am Liv & Decd Mem of SVDP, Phyllis Centopanti 
Tuesday, Sept. 15 
8:00am Catherine Matic Gallo, Catherine Matic, Joan Carew, 
              Spec Int for Carole Gallo Dauer 
Wednesday, Sept. 16 
8:00am Jacqueline Gibelhausen, Spec Int for Karen & Fam. 
Thursday, Sept. 17 
8:00am Edward Flynn, John P. Moran, 
              Spec Int for Bruce Renz,  Spec Int for Luke 
Friday, Sept. 18 
8:00am Spec Int for Mary Uryasz, Lois Tarasevic,  
              Gloria Pierzynski, on their Birthdays 
Saturday, Sept . 19 
5:00  Ron Anderson, Nora O’ R eilly, Henry Blaha,  
         Colette McGinnis, Tony Corley, Steve & Phyllis Klimcak, 
         James Klimack, Ray Tinman, Rich Lizars 
Sunday, Sept . 20 
7:30am  Mandl Family, Nicholas Perrino, Robert Vopinek 
9:15am  Jacqueline Giebelhausen, Weigand Family, Dan Carroll 
11:00am  Garbowski Family, Ron Cipriani, Eleanor Runge, 
                Spec Int for Roselynn Peary 

            Sloane Marie Wuchter 
Dtr. of Mark & Deanna Derrico Wuchter 

          MISSION STATEMENT 
We are the Family of St. Gerald- 
People of God, brought together in the 
Eucharist as the Body of Christ. We gather as 
sisters and brothers with the Lord, welcoming  
and inviting others to journey with us to  
become more like Christ. We strive for  
spiritual fulfillment by building a community 
of love and service. 

The Will of God 
will never take you where the 
Grace of God 
will not protect you. 

 

 

               A Friendly Reminder   
Please remember that all parishioners are  
required  to cover their mouth and nose as  
they attend  Mass or any liturgical gathering  
at St. Gerald. Thank you for your cooperation. 
 

 

Sister Cherubim Cukla 
Zennon Krupa 



If there is an emergency in which you  
would need to contact a priest for the  
Anointing of the Sick in  
the evening please call the Parish Office at  
708 422-0234 this will connect you 
through to the Rectory. In all non-emergency  
situations please contact us during regular 
 business hours at the same phone number. 
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Confession Regulations 
Effective 8/1/20 confession times are 
4:00-4:30. Prior registration is required.  
Please call the Parish Office. If you need a 
different time, again, please call the parish  
office for an appointment 708 422-0234. 

 

https://nourishforcaregivers.com/  
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      Archdiocese of Chicago Golden Wedding Anniversary Mass Update 

The Golden Wedding Anniversary Mass that was scheduled to be celebrated on Sunday, September 
13, 2020, will need to be cancelled to better ensure the health and safety of all involved during this 
COVID-19 pandemic. Know that we truly regret the cancellation of this celebration, as the commitment of 
50 years of marriage is not only a significant and heartfelt milestone for the couples and their families, 
but for us as a Church. 

 
While it is not possible for an in person celebration this year, we cannot overlook the deep need to honor 
them in their commitment to the Sacrament of Marriage. Therefore, we are asking each parish to gather 
information regarding who the Jubilarians are as well as their email and physical mailing addresses. Car-
dinal Cupich will be recording a video of congratulations that will be distributed to the Jubilarians via 
email. In addition, the Office of Lifelong Formation will issue a certificate in honor of the jubilarians to be 
sent to their physical home address. The video and certificate will be emailed/mailed during the week of 
December 14, 2020. 

If you are celebrating your 50th wedding anniversary in 2020 and would like to be included in the vir-
tual celebration described above please submit the following information to the Parish office by 11/1/20.  
It can be dropped off /mailed to the parish office or emailed to Lkowalski@stgerald.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Golden Wedding Anniversary in 2020 
Husband First Name_____________________________________________________ 
Wife First Name_________________________________________________________ 
Husband Last Name_____________________________________________________ 
Wife Last Name________________________________________________________ 
Date of Wedding: (MM/DD/YYYY)_________________________________________ 
Email address (please print)______________________________________________ 
Mailing Address:__________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Phone # (_______)________________________________________________________ 

Please select language preferred for your certificate: English; Spanish or Polish  (circle one)                      
 

Please drop off or mail to the parish office (9310 S. 55th Ct, Oak Lawn, IL 60453) or email to 
Lkowalski@stgerald.com by 11/1/2020 
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 The Family of Saint Gerald www.stgerald.com Oak Lawn, Illinois 

WEEK END LITURGIES        
 SATURDAY 5:00 p.m. 
 SUNDAY  7:30, 9:15, 11:00 

     WEEKDAY LITURGIES 
     MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 8AM  
     ADORATION CHAPEL  
     NOT OPEN AT THIS TIME 
     THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION  

  Saturdays,4:00-4:30 p.m. please call the parish  
  office for an appointment. 

Weddings should be scheduled at least six 
months in advance. Please contact the Wedding 
Coordinator. 

      Baptisms are celebrated every Sunday. Parents 
are expected to go through a Baptismal 
preparation session. Classes are held on the 
third Thursday of the month at 7PM in the Par-
ish Meeting Room. Please call the Parish Of-
fice to register for the class. 

 
                                                    A Grandchild’s Hand 

                                              The promise for tomorrow 
                                              And the hopes of dreams come true… 
                                              A reminder of the childhood 
                                              That’s still a part of you…. 
 
                                              The wonder of a miracle 
                                              From which this love began… 
                                              There is so much found in the touch 
                                              Of a grandchild’s hand. 

                                              Happy Grandparents Day!!!! 
 

 What does the Convalidation of a Marriage Mean? 
 
A convalidation is when a couple married outside the Church seeks to have their union officially recognized by the 

Church.    For various reasons, A Catholic party or parties find themselves in a civil marriage or in a marriage that took 
place before a non-Catholic minister.  In time, some seek to have their marriages approved or “blessed” by the Catholic 
Church.  A convalidation involves the willingness of both parties to enter into a sacramental marriage. 

Does this describe your situation?     Were you married in a civil service and are a baptized Catholic?   Were you 
married in a civil service,  divorced and remarried?  Have you wondered if you can have your marriage blessed and rec-
ognized by the Church?  If you answered yes, to any of these questions feel free to start a conversation to get some an-
swers! 

A convalidation does not mean you need to plan a big wedding ceremony with all the frills.  Actually, it requires 
some paperwork, possible attendance to Pre Cana and a meaningful ceremony in church to crown your marriage with the 
sacrament.    St. Gerald can offer you a private ceremony or to be included in a Sunday mass group ceremony! 

 
Feel free to contact any of the following staff members to discuss your situation: 
 
Mrs. Laura Kowalski……………..708-422-0234 (24)  or  lkowalski@stgerald.com 
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                                                              ST. GERALD PARISH STAFF 

Rev. Robert Pajor…………Pastor  frrpajor@stgerald.com 
Rev. Michael Flynn………. Associate Pastor 
Rev. William Browne……..Resident 
Rev. Mr. Michael Fekete….Deacon mfekete@archchicago.org 
Mr. Thomas Forbes……….Parish Business Manager tforbes@stgerald.com 
Mrs. Kemberly Markham…Principal kmarkham@stgerald.com 
Mr. Leo McGinnis…………Coord. of Religious Education rey@stgerald.com 
Mrs. Sandy Weber…………Ministry of Care sweber@stgerald.com 
Mr. Michael Glowacki……. Music Director mgmusicservice@yahoo.com 
Ms. Debbie Janicke……….. Dev Director development@stgerald.com 
Mrs. Laura Kowalski………Wedding Coordinator lkowalski@stgerald.com 
Mrs. Kate Zagata…………...Bulletin Editor kzagata@stgerald.com 
Parish Office 9310 S 55th Ct. 
Telephone 708 422-0234 
Fax 708 422-0822 
School 9320 S 55th Ct.  
Telephone 708 422-0121 
Fax 708 422-9216 
Religious Education (REY) Office 708 423-0458 
Convent 708 422-0280 
 
 
 



 CHURCH NAME AND NUMBER 
Saint Gerald #587 
 
ADDRESS- 
9310 s. 55TH Court 
Oak Lawn, Illinois 60453 
 
PHONE- 
708 422-0234 
 
CONTACT PERSON- 
Kate Zagata 
 
SOFTWARE- 
Ms Publisher 2003 
Windows 7 
Adobe Acrobat 9.0 
 
PRINTER- 
Hp Color Laserjet 2550 
 
NUMBER OF PAGES SENT- 
Cover through 1-10 
SUNDAY DATE OF BULLETIN  Sept. 13,  2020 
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS-We want 300 bulletins this time. Please deliver the bulletins to the 
                                             Parish Office not the church. The parish office is the building south of 
                                             the church. Thank you. 
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