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The Epiphany Of The Lord 
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someone we no longer recognize. Can we, like Clarence, write 

our hurts and failures in the sand or do we harden our hearts 

and view others with suspicion and disdain? 

Recall the timeless words of the 18th century poet Alexan-

der Pope who writes, “To err is human, to forgive, divine.” We 

have all made mistakes and in our human frailty we all need 

forgiveness. But in every soul, there is a divine spark that 

shines brightest when we forgive others and open our hearts to 

what is noble and best in the human spirit – compassion, toler-

ance, mercy, a thirst for justice, service to those in need and 

love of neighbor. 

On this Feast of the Epiphany we celebrate the hope of all 

humanity and the revelation of God’s love in an infant so ten-

der and mild. Mysterious ‘kings’ cross the desert searching for 

a child born into poverty that he may lift up the forsaken and 

humble the haughty. He waits for them and for us. They bring 

gifts to honor him and in honoring him they reveal themselves 

to be truly “Wise Men.”  We now bring the gift of ourselves so 

that he may embrace and comfort us. And when we hold our 

children and grandchildren and every precious child in this 

world close to our heart we will know that “None stand so tall 

as those who stoop to help a child.”  Mary and Joseph, the 

shepherds and kings, the choirs of angels, you and me and all 

creatures great and small rejoice in the miracle that is Christ-

mas and in the promised Savior born for all of us. 

     This extraordinary miracle is beautifully expressed in 

the song When A Child Is Born. Bing Crosby sings it best but 

I also like Susan Boyle’s version. Though it is obviously much 

more moving when it is sung, here are the words: “A ray of 

hope flickers in the sky. A tiny star lights up way up high. All 

across the land dawns a brand new morn. This comes to pass 

when a child is born.”  Let us continue to hope and pray that a 

brand new morn may soon dawn when no child is hungry or 

neglected or afraid and that our world will be at peace. Let us 

remember and sing with unabashed hope and childlike simplic-

ity and wisdom, “It’s a world of laughter, a world of tears. It’s 

a world of hope and a world of fears. There’s so much that we 

share that it’s time we’re aware, it’s a small world after all. 

It’s a small world after all. It’s a small world after all. It’s a 

small world after all. It’s a small, small world.” 

It really is a small world. It is the only one we have and 

there are precious few days to enjoy it. So let us cherish each 

day, value all life, never add to another’s sorrow or detract 

from another’s joy. When others hurt us, let us write it in the 

sand. When others make us smile, let us carve it in stone. Re-

member to forget what is unimportant or petty. But  never for-

get to remember that “God danced on the day you were born 

and the angels sang.” It may be a long way to Tipperary but 

it’s just a hop, skip and a jump to home sweet home especially 

when a smile greets you at the door. 

 

Tom Forbes / VIS 67 

 

PS – I had an epiphany today. I turn 70 in 2023! Not a 

dancer but I’ll be singing, “Thanks for the Memories” to  

Father Malcolm and Sto Lat to Fr. Robert and Fr. Stan. 

 

 

 

SAND AND STONE 

Oscar and Clarence were lifelong best friends from the 

old neighborhood. Oscar was reserved and cautious. Cla-

rence, on the other hand, was gregarious and adventurous. 

Despite their different outlooks on life, they complemented 

one another just perfectly. The years swiftly flew by. Their 

hair thinned. Their memories faltered. Their steps were no-

ticeably slower. They misplaced their keys. Their knees 

creaked. But their friendship endured. Each day they found 

someone or something to smile about. Some days proved to 

be harder than others.  

On one of those admittedly hard days Oscar began to 

contemplate his inevitable mortality. Clarence would have 

none of it and suggested a journey to the desert. There in the 

sand and solitude he, like Jesus, hoped they might experience 

the eternal mystery of God and relive the days of their by-

gone youth. On the second day of their journey through the 

harsh desert, exhausted by the searing heat, they got into an 

uncharacteristic argument. In a moment of anger and fear 

Oscar slapped Clarence in the face. Clarence was stunned 

and hurt. He said nothing. Instead, he bent down and wrote 

these words in the sand: “Today my best friend slapped me 

in the face.” 

In awkward silence Oscar and Clarence kept walking 

until, in the shimmering distance, Clarence saw what he 

thought was an oasis. Racing ahead of Oscar and leaping 

over a wall of ancient stones he dove into what he imagined 

was a pool of cool water. It was not water. It was quicksand. 

Clarence’s whole life flashed before him and in desperation 

implored God, “Help me! I am going to drown.” Suddenly 

Clarence looked up and saw what he thought was a ghost 

hurtling toward him. It was not a ghost. It was Oscar’s cloth-

ing tightly tied together as a makeshift lifeline. Clarence 

grabbed onto it and felt himself being pulled out of the 

quicksand. There at the other end was a terribly sunburned 

Oscar straining with all his might. With one final heave Cla-

rence was free. 

No words were spoken. Instead, Clarence crawled to the 

nearest stone and with an old Swiss army knife carved these 

words on that ancient stone, “Today my best friend saved my 

life.” When they awoke in the hospital after being rescued a 

puzzled Oscar asked Clarence, “After I hurt you, you wrote 

in the sand. But when I was able to save you, you wrote on 

stone. Why?” Clarence wisely replied: “When someone hurts 

us, we should write it down in sand, where the winds of for-

giveness can erase it away. But, when someone does some-

thing good for us, we must engrave it in stone where no wind 

can ever erase it.”A friend forgave. A friend was forgiven. 

The mystery of God revealed. 

It is a rare person who has not said or done something 

they regret or lamented a lost opportunity to be the bigger 

person in those petty arguments that are so hurtful and so 

unimportant. We have all been hurt by the mean-spirited 

words and actions of others and, whether intentionally or 

unintentionally, our words and indifference have hurt others. 

Our first instinct may be to get even when others hurt us and 

we mutter a defiant “I’ll show them!”  But what does get-

ting even “get” us and “what” are we showing them? Resent-

ments that eat away at us and an anger that can turn us into 
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Luis Alvarez-1 

Baby Reese-1 

Charles Barsevick-1 

Fr. William Browne-1 

Maria Cabarello-1 

Cameran-2 

Karen Cartolano-1 

Ron Cerevic-1 

Shirley Cerf-2 

Adriene Cervantes-1 

Maureen Collins-1 

Erin Culik-4 

Donna D-3 

Ron Dryier-4 

Pat Earnest-3 

Michael Griffin-2 

Nelson Hathcock-3 

Don Henry-3 

Clara Hobson-3 

Lucie Kavaliauskas-1 

Mike Kelly-1 

Michael Kennelly-1 

Mary Klus-2 

Laura Knapp-4 

Leonard Kosacz-1 

Katherine Kroeck-3 

Dorothy Kubala-3 

Laverne Leahy-3 

Donald C. Lesiak-1 

Bernadette Magana-2 

Gene Marcinkowski-4 

Gene Martyn-4 

Maureen-4 

Maureen C.-2 

Ross McCarthy-1 

Mary McMullen-1 

Joyce Meredith-1 

Lillian Miszkiewicz-1 

Brian O’Callahan-1 

Michael O’Keefe-4 

Lucas Patrick-1 

Carol Paprocki-2 

Dave Pawlak-2 

Charles Petraitis-4 

Bruce Renz-3 

Grace Ritter-3 

Art Rivas-2 

Milo Rusin-4 

Merideth Scaglione-1 

Deirdre Scott-1 

Ryan Smith-1 

Linda Stearns-4 

Joe Streit-1 

Ann Thomas-1 
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Pray for the sick list   

In order to add a person’s name to our 

Pray for the sick listing, the person that 

is ill or a relative must call. Please call 

the office at 708 422-0234  to add the 

name of the person that is ill. We will 

keep the names of the sick for 4 weeks. 

After 4 weeks we will clear the list. If 

you want to add yourself or a loved one 

on again please call the office. 

              

 

Tom-3 

Rita Tucholski-3 

Robert Walsh-3 

Beckett George Wear-2 

                  

John Wickman-3 

Stella Wisniewski-3 
Elizabeth Zalapi-4 



The Stewardship of our Family of Saint Gerald 

                            03/06/22        
Masses                $ 

Dropped Off       $ 

Utilities               $ 

Give Central       $ 

Candles               $ 

Building & Ren  $ 

Total                   $ 

    
These figures include masses, give central and  

mailed in. Thank you for your continued support. 

Our parish family depends upon your support  

and cannot exist without you. When you are not able  

to be here we thank you for remembering your 

 financial commitment to our faith community and  

 each other. 
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          Mission Statement 
We are the Family of St. Gerald- 

People of God, brought together in the 

Eucharist as the Body of Christ. We gather as 

sisters and brothers with the Lord, welcoming  

and inviting others to journey with us to  

become more like Christ. We strive for  

spiritual fulfillment by building a community. 

of love and service. 

May Choirs of angels welcome them. 

The Stewardship of our Family of Saint Gerald 

                                12/11/22        12/18/22 
Masses                  $10,233.00      $9045.00 

Dropped Off                905.00         1160.00                           

Utilities                        425.00            173.00                                                   

Give Central                1833.00         2023.00                      

Candles                          259.00           212.00                                                 

Building & Ren             570.00          1072.00 

Flowers                          160.00               25.00                      

Total                           14,385.00        13710.00 

Christmas Collection as of 12/31/22 $46,613.00                 

These figures include masses, give central and  

mailed in. Thank you for your continued support. 

Our parish family depends upon your support  

and cannot exist without you. When you are  

not able  to be here we thank you for  

remembering your financial commitment to  

our faith community and each other. 

   Deaths 

 

Consider switching to  

weekly contributions 

online 

Give Central Online Giving is a convenient way to 

make weekly offertory contributions to St. Gerald. It’s a 

secure online system with several payment options. 

G o  t o :  h t t p s : / / w w w . g i v e c e n t r a l . o r g /

location/49Thank you for your generosity and support of 

St. Gerald! 

 

             Sunday Jan. 8 
8:00am  Michele Cesaro, Colette McGinnis 
9:30am  Charlotte & Michael Feret, 
Charley Samars 
11:00am Bernadette Giovanazzi , 
Pawel Berezowski , Edward Hanania             
             Monday, Jan. 9 
   8:15am Charley Samars 
           Tuesday Jan . 10 
    8:15am  Charley Samars 
             Wednesday, Jan. 11 
   8:15am Jacqueline Giebelhausen 

              Thursday, Jan. 12 
   8:15 am For All The Souls of the  
    Faithfully Departed 
             Friday, Jan. 13 
    8:15am  Bud McGrail, Rita Walsh, 
    Pat Halm, Donald Revoir 
              Saturday Jan. 14 
   5:00pm Michele Cesaro, Colette McGinnis, 
   Peg Bauer, Spec Int for Michael Kennelly 
               Sunday Jan. 15 
8:00am Eleanor Wojtas Stella Petrasek 
9:30am Sandra Heneghan, 
Spec Int for Lisa & Karim & Family 
11:00am Peter Laylo 
Spec Int for Gianna Cislo           

Carol A. Zwolinski 

Suzanne Bodey 

Lois Tarasevic 

 
 
MORNING OF REFLECTION 

"Growing in Grace and Holiness"  
Women's Monthly Morning of Reflection  
Wednesday, January 18th 10:00-1:30 

 

Each month's Morning of Reflection includes 
prayer, meditation, and time for sharing. 

Continental Breakfast and Lunch will be served. 
$30 Donation requested. 
Mount Assisi Center (former high school) 13860 

Main St. Lemont.  
Social distancing and safety procedures will be in 

place. 
 
 

Please RSVP by FRIDAY, January 13th to Car-
rie Peters 

630-257-7844 ext. 223 

carriepeters2@sbcglobal.net 

 

mailto:carriepeters2@sbcglobal.net
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I Reading 

Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem!  Your light has come, the glory of the Lord shines upon you. See, dark-

ness covers the earth, and thick clouds cover the peoples; but upon you the LORD shines, and over you ap-

pears his glory. Nations shall walk by your light, and kings by your shining radiance. Raise your eyes and 

look about; they all gather and come to you: your sons come from afar, and your daughters in the arms of 

their nurses. Then you shall be radiant at what you see, your heart shall throb and overflow, for the riches of 

the sea shall be emptied out before you, the wealth of nations shall be brought to you. Caravans of camels 

shall fill you, dromedaries from Midian and Ephah; all from Sheba shall come bearing gold and frankincense, 

and proclaiming the praises of the LORD.  

II Reading 

Brothers and sisters: 

You have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace  that was given to me for your benefit,  namely, that the 

mystery was made known to me by revelation. It was not made known to people in other generations  

as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit:  that the Gentiles are coheirs, 

members of the same body, and copartners in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.  

Gospel  

When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of King Herod,   behold, magi from the east 

arrived in Jerusalem, saying, “Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star at its rising  

and have come to do him homage. ”When King Herod heard this, he was greatly troubled,   and all Jeru-

salem with him. Assembling all the chief priests and the scribes of the people,   He inquired of them 

where the Christ was to be born. They said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea,   for thus it has been written 

through the prophet: 

And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; since from you 

shall come a ruler, who is to shepherd my people Israel. ” Then Herod called the magi secretly  and as-

certained from them the time of the star’s appearance. He sent them to Bethlehem and said,  “Go and 

search diligently for the child. When you have found him, bring me word,  that I too may go and do him 

homage. ”After their audience with the king they set out. And behold, the star that they had seen at its 

rising preceded them, until it came and stopped over the place where the child was. They were over-

joyed at seeing the star, and on entering the house they saw the child with Mary his mother. They pros-

trated themselves and did him homage. Then they opened their treasures  and offered him gifts of gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod,  they departed for 

their country by another way. 

 

 

Upcoming Eucharist Adoration   

                  in the Church: 
 
Wednesday January 18th 6-8pm 
Wednesday February 1st  2023 6-8pm 
Wednesday February 15th  2023 6-8pm 

      Please pray for the Ukraine. 
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 The Family of Saint Gerald www.stgerald.com Oak Lawn, Illinois 

WEEK END LITURGIES        
 SATURDAY 5:00 p.m. 

 SUNDAY  8:00, 9:30, 11:00 

     WEEKDAY LITURGIES 

     MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 8:15AM  

     ADORATION IN CHURCH 

     1ST AND 3RD WEDNESDAYS OF THE MONTH 6-8PM 

     THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION  

  Saturdays,4:00-4:30 p.m.   

Weddings should be scheduled six months in 

advance. Please contact the Wedding Coordina-

tor. 

Baptisms will be celebrated at the 11:00am 

Mass or at 12:30pm on  Sundays. We will 

baptize on the first and  third Sunday’s of 

the month. 

Parish Office Hours 

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 9-5 Sat 9-12 Weds 11-5 
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•  LeafGuard®  
is guaranteed never to 
clog or we’ll clean it for 
FREE*

•  Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves, pine 
needles, and debris

•  Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to clean 
clogged gutters

•  Durable, all-weather tested system not a flimsy 
attachment

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373 Get it. And forget it.®

*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your home,

or we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!

$99
Installation*

Receive a $100 Visa gift card with
your FREE in-home estimate 

*Does not include cost of material. Expires 10/31/22.

*All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will receive a $100 
Visa gift card. Retail value is $100. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. 
Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners 
over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend 
and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID and be legally able to enter into 
a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated 
companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home 
consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be 
extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value 
if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail within 
10 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount 
of any kind. Offer not sponsored and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Offer not 
available in the states of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires 10/31/22.

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here: www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.

For further information, 
please call the Parish Office.
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                                                              ST. GERALD PARISH STAFF 

Rev. Robert Pajor…………Pastor  frrpajor@stgerald.com 

Rev. Stanley Stuglik……….Associate Pastor 

Mr. Thomas Forbes……….Parish Business Manager tforbes@stgerald.com 

Mrs. Theresa Fiscella……...Principal,tfiscella@stgerald.com 

Mr. Jim Ramos…………….Coord. of Religious Education rey@stgerald.com 

Mrs. Sandy Weber…………Ministry of Care sweber@stgerald.com 

Ms. Leah Andricopulos……Music Director musicopulos@gmail.com 

Mrs. Annamarie Blaha……. Development Coordinator ablaha@stgerald.com 

Mrs. Laura Kowalski……… Wedding Coordinator lkowalski@stgerald.com 

Mrs. Kate Zagata………….. Bulletin Editor kzagata@stgerald.com 

Mrs. Gina Reynolds………..School Secretary greynolds@stgerald 

Telephone 708 422-0234 

Fax 708 422-0822 

School 9320 S 55th Ct.  

Telephone 708 422-0121 

Fax 708 422-9216 

Religious Education (REY) Office 708 423-0458 

Convent 708 422-0280                 
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FREDERIC MRUGALA, DDS
General Dentistry

 • Eve Hrs Available

 • 24 Hour Service

   Answering Service

Hickory Hills Office

9525 S. 79th Ave.

708-598-8363

Parishioner

R. J.  TILL & SONS
PLUMBING & SEWERAGE

3rd Generation of Service
Sump Pumps - Blocked Drains
Free Estimates - 24 Hr. Service - Lic #058-019951
5624 W. 82nd St.     708-636-6966

Ed the Plumber
Ed the Carpenter
708.652.1444
Best Work • Best Rates

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

I   

N

S

U

R

A

N

C

E

  S   E   B T

   A G  N C Y

708-460-0015
Dan & Mary Seibt

Parishioners
danseibt@seibtins.net

www.seibtins.net

• Home/Auto

• RV/Boat

• Commercial

• Life/Health

• Annuities

•  Medicare 

Supplement

"WE'VE GOT 
YOU COVERED"

No Job Too Large or Small
John Yerkes & Sons, Inc.

PLUMBING AND
SEWERAGE CONTRACTORS

(773) 776-1300 Lic#10238

Proudly Serving the Parishioners of 
St. Gerald for Over 60 Years

BLAKE LAMB
FUNERAL HOME

4727 W. 103rd St.
Oak Lawn 708.636.1193

Prices Right on Target!
BULLSEYE
HEATING & AC

• Furnaces • Central Air
• Hot Water Tanks
• Boilers 
• Electrical • Plumbing

708.229.850524 HR.
Emer. Svc.

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

         HEATING and AIR CONDITIONING
$40 OFF All Repairs

708.952.1400 • 773.767.6700 8428 S. 88th Ave., Justice

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY SERVICE

We Take Service Personally
Contact us today for a customized, reliable

waste management, recycling, or dumpster quote.

630-261-0400

Quality Work – Reasonable Prices

DEMMIS
PLUMBING
  & SEWER

Ask for a
PARISHIONER

DISCOUNT

708.420.0806
www.demmisplumbing.com

EMERGENCY
SERVICE

Lic# 055-044826

RESTAURANT AND BAR
7750 W. 95th Street, 708.599.2333

Open 11am-2am

Les Brothers
Restaurant
8705 S. Ridgeland

Oak Lawn
Open 6am-10pm

708.599.7990
708.599.9824 fax

L
R
88

O

7

708-288-6446

ASSUMPTA INGRAM
Local Realtor

Oak Lawn Resident
708.516.1614

www.AskAssumpta.com

BUYING? SELLING? INVESTING? NEW CONSTRUCTION?

We Specialize in Roofing, 

Siding & Gutters

Licensed, Bonded & Insured 

708-620-9777
Hablamos Español

Looking  to Sell or Buy a Home? Let’s Talk....
Cell: (773) 837-9336

armandoprieto@remax.net

VIKING
ROOFING
LICENSED
INSURED 708.425.8786
HAIR CARE AT HOME
 Traveling Hairstylist
 Hair Cuts & Styles
Tina - Licensed Hairstylist
Parishioner 708.952.0098

BURBANK
7909 State Rd.
(708) 636-2320

ORLAND PARK
7732 W. 159th St.

(708) 429-3200

TINLEY PARK
17909 94th Ave.
(708) 532-3100

Proudly Family Owned
and Operated by

The Jarka Family Since 1962.

www.lawnfh.com 

GEORGE’S
PLUMBING LLC

Flood Control Specialists
All Types of Plumbing Repairs
• Bathroom Installations
• Sump Pumps
• Toilets, Tubs, Sinks, Faucets
• Sewers Inspected by camera
• Battery Backup Systems

Quality Work - Reasonable Prices

(773) 585-1893 43 yrs. exp.
Licensed & Bonded

PARAPROFESSIONALS
SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS
SPECIAL EDUCATORS
CUSTODIANS

D123.ORG/APPLY

• Great Hours
• Competitive Wages
• Comprehensive
   Healthcare Benefits

Browse open positions and apply today!

Call Nancy Krzystek
708.372.2244

www.jspaluch.com

Grow Your Business, Advertise Here.
Support Your Church & Bulletin.

Free professional ad design & my help!

email: krzystekn@jspaluch.com

GREAT COVERAGE - 97% of all households attending church take at least one
church bulletin home every Sunday. 
GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the advertising in
the church bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when making a choice between
businesses are inclined to choose the one who advertised in the church bulletin.

Learn More About Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin
Call us at 1-800-621-5197

Email: sales@jspaluch.com

IN YOUR LOCAL
CHURCH BULLETIN?WHY ADVERTISE

The Most Complete
Online National

Directory of
Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

(C
ST

 2
11

79
90

-7
0)

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

Your
ad

could
be in this

space!




