
Prayer of the week 
 

Father God, we ask for Your aid in illuminating our 
paths through the week ahead. In Jesus’ name, we pray 
and ask that You help our minds renew with Your spirit 
and that Your thoughts and ideas will guide us in this 
new week. Help us to remember to walk by faith as we 

journey through this life. 
I lift up my heart to you this week, Lord God. I pray 
that you stand by my side and help me face whatever 

might stand against me. For with you at my side, who 
can hope to stop me? Amen. 

Knights of Columbus Council 10415 

Knights of Columbus Council 10415 is launching 
it’s first Annual Essay Competition in the        
following categories: Primary, Junior High, Senior 
High, Adult Division & Knights of Columbus  
Division. There are different Topics for each     
division. The competition is opened to male and 
female students. Application forms are available at 
the Parish Office.  Deadline: December 10th, 2023. 

****************************************** 

“A Weekend to Remember …              
An experience you’ll never forget…” 
The Archdiocesan Office of Family Life is 

sponsoring a Marriage Renewal Weekend to 
be held Friday, February 9 through Sunday, 
February 11, 2024 at Emmaus Centre, Fox 

Hill. All married couples desiring to enhance 
and deepen their relationship are invited to   

register. Cost: $200.00 per couple (Meals 
and Accommodations included) Deadline for  

applications to be submitted is Friday,        
February 1, 2024. Early Bird Special of 

$150.00 is available until January 14, 2024. 
Please contact the Office of Family Life at 

322-8919 or 328-4310/2 for more           
information. 

 
*************************************** 

7 Ways to Prepare for Jesus' Return  

Live in the light of His first coming. 
Be discerning. 

Accept the uncertainties. 
Don't lose hope. 

Encourage one another. 
Live as if today was the day. 

Keep on doing the work Jesus left us to do. 
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1st Reading: Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11 

2nd Reading: 2 Peter 3:8-14 
Gospel: Mark 1:1-8 

A WARM AND LOVING  WELCOME TO ALL OUR VISITORS !                                             

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Most Rev. Patrick C.  Pinder, S.T.D., 

. 
Fr. Noël Clarke, Parish Priest 
Rev. Mr. Ricardo Demeritte, Deacon  
  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
MASS  SCHEDULE:                                             
SUNDAYS: 7.00am & 9.00am 
WEEKDAYS: 6.15 am                                                                   
Wednesdays -  Adoration at 
5.30pm & Mass follows 
HOLIDAYS: 8.00 a.m.  
Bible Study Monday  6.15pm—
Virtual  (CONFESSIONS:                                                   
SUNDAY: by appointment)      
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~             

 To you, I lift up my soul, O my God. In you, I have trusted; let me not be put to 
shame. Nor let my enemies exult over me; and let none who hope in you be put to 

shame. (Cf. Ps 24: 1-3)   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Happy Birthday Greetings to :  Arielle  Bowleg,       
Jermaine Ferguson (Today) Cheiwah Ferguson, Cecilia  Han-
na, Dyvyne Miller, Darriel Miller, Adam Bowleg (Mon) 
Acharnicko Evans, Myles Saunders, Malie Harris, Yvette 
White, Letitia Ellis (Wed) Kimani Braithwaite, Jaeden Murray 
(Thurs) Ricardo Taylor Jr, Quo'n Curry, Timi Collie (Fri) Do-
ris Wood, Clarence Ferguson, Ishmael Pinder, Denisko Rah-
ming, Michelle Ferguson (Sat). and all celebrating this 
week!       

    ~Commentators&Lectors~   

                 
                               

Rose Burton                       

                 

 
 

Father, your Son accepted our sufferings to teach us the virtue of patience in human illness. Hear the prayers we  offer for 
our sick brothers and sisters. May all who suffer pain, illness or disease, realize that they are chosen to be saints and know 
that they are joined to Christ in his suffering for the salvation of the world. Amen.  

   Reflecting on the Word 
Neglecting the Present 

Advent is a time to recognize that we are “sinful; all of us have become like unclean men, all our good 
deeds are like polluted rags.” Our personal and social sins are many: hatred, violence, oppression,        
indifference, selfishness, etc. Advent is also a time of “longing for Christ our Savior,” a time in which we 
“wait for the revelation of our Lord Jesus.” We look forward to the celebration of Christmas, the         
commemoration of Jesus’ birth, but we also look forward to the “promise and hope” of heaven, which we 
want God to “teach us to love.” The longing for Christ causes us to want things to change for the better. 
We want God to find us “blameless on the day of Our Lord Jesus Christ.” With Isaiah’s words in mind: 
“Would that you might meet us doing right, we ask God to increase our strength of will for doing good.” 
The message of Advent is to “be constantly on the watch!” Advent, then, is an expression of our faith in 
the possibility of a better world. We don’t have to be at each other’s throats. We can ‘do right’ in the areas 
of race relations, family obligations, and personal responsibilities. We can ‘do good’ to the poor, the el-
derly, the homeless, and to all our brothers and sisters at home and abroad. We can become blameless, 
beacons of social justice, examples of faith and love, peacemakers.  
The message of Advent is to “be constantly on the watch!” We base this constant watch not on fear but on 
hope in God’s “promise of eternal life.” The promise of Christmas is a joyful anticipation that “The Lord 
will shower his gifts, and our land will yield its fruit.” All too often Christians are faulted with a certain 
indifference toward earthly projects, as if one could not fully count on us for radical social reform. The 
charge may be unfair, but the danger is real enough. Our hope in another life must not be allowed to    
seduce believers into neglecting our task in the present one.                                                                       
~U.S. Bishops, Pastoral Letter on Marxist Communism, 1980:42 Gerald Darring. ~                                                                                                                               
*********************************************************************** 

   
                      Jermaine & Gwendolyn Fritz celebrating 19 years on Monday 4th 
        Davano & Geanna Munnings celebrating 9 years on  Thursday 7th 
 
************************************************************************************* 

Short Reflection on THE GOSPEL 
 

What I say to you, I say to all: “Watch!” Rough  mountain, steep pathway, rugged trail with ruts 
or sometimes, cool trails, running  streams. Whether bumpy roads or sunny streets let us never 
stop  watching for you, O Lord. Come to us as we walk with one another on this your pathway of 
time. We look for you in all things. All creation, every event, every love, every one we meet, along 
the way. 


