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National Catholic Youth Conference — from Stacy Gillenwater, Youth Minister

Saint Anthony parish sent 38 pilgrims to the National Cath-
olic Youth Conference (NCYC) late last year and if I had 
to describe the experience in one word, perhaps I would 
choose ‘awesome,’ or maybe ‘spectacular.’ But then again, 
‘incredible’ would work, or even ‘extraordinary.’ Well, you 
get the point. NCYC cannot possibly be described in one 
word, so I’ll elaborate a bit in hopes of painting a picture of 
this amazing youth conference. 

Each morning 20,000 attendees  
would march from various 
downtown hotels or arrive on 
dozens of busses and descend 
on Lucas Oil Stadium for 
what’s called the NCYC ‘gen-
eral session.’ Music is playing, 
the jumbo-tron is scanning the 
crowd and displaying real-time 

attendee tweets. Many in the crowd are up near the stage 
dancing and having an awesome experience. The emcees 

then ‘attempt’ to reel the crowd in, but it typically takes a 
while because the youth are so energized and excited to be 
at NCYC together with thousands of other Catholics who 
share a love for Jesus. But finally, once the emcees gain 
control, they move quickly from topic to topic. This year’s 
theme was ‘Blessed. Broken. Given,’ so many of the talks 
and videos captured the theme. There was a beautiful Road 
to Emmaus stained glass window (prepared by the Monks 
at St. Meniard) that was brought in on a large cart, pushed 
by youth. This happened at every general session and at the 
closing session, and it depicted the story wonderfully and 
in dramatic fashion. Many of the talks and presentations  
at the general session were very powerful and challenged 
attendees to reflect and internalize the messages. After  
a few hours, once the general 
session concluded, all 20,000 
attendees marched together 
from Lucas Oil Stadium to the  
 

Saint Anthony parish sent 38 pilgrims to                                  late last year.  
The youth are so energized and excited to be at NCYC together with 

thousands of other Catholics who share a love for Jesus!

continued on page 4
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WestWord — from Fr. Joe

Young Church
Our altar servers are a dedicated 

crew of young people who take 
their ministry seriously and help 
provide us with smooth flow-
ing liturgies. In fact they are so 
committed that they just keep 
serving and serving well into 
high school. But there comes at 

least two practical “problems.” 
For one, the high school boys 

outgrow our server’s albs, and two, 
we need younger, as in junior high and 

elementary aged, servers to get experienced at serving so 
they can do the Wednesday school Mass and learn how to 
do Funerals and other special Masses the high school teens 
are not available to do.
We are taking advantage of this opportunity to move these 
older, faithful individuals along and into new ministries. I 
think this is exciting. So we now have two more young men 
singing in the adult choir at the 11:00 am Sunday Mass, we 
have one young woman who will be a lector on the week-
ends and we have two individuals, who were Confirmed a 
few years ago, becoming Eucharist Ministers. I am proud 
of them and appreciate their willingness to continue serving 
God and our community. I appreciate their parents too for 
getting them to this stage in life. God bless you all.
What about you? We can use a few more ushers, Eucharistic  
ministers, lectors, and choir members. These things may be  
outside your comfort zone, but Jesus was always calling peo-
ple out of their comfort zone and into a new abundant life.

The Weekly Bulletin
The next time you are online and visiting our web site (www.
stanthony-clarksville.org), click the long blue button to the  

left, under my picture, and you can 
sign up to receive the parish’s Weekly 
Bulletin and/or The Bear Facts, the 
School’s weekly newsletter. 
We introduced the Weekly  

Bulletin late last year. It began as the Week at a 
Glance but now it contains the exact same text 
as the weekly bulletin available every Sunday 
in church. Sign up and receive it on Thursdays 
instead of the paper version on Sunday. Then 
you will always have it easily available on your 
computer or mobile device. Also you can always 
click the big Bulletin button on our web site to 
get the latest, or a previous, edition. We will al-
ways have a paper bulletin available in church, 
but I hope more will chose the paperless option 
just as many have gone electronic for their parish 
financial contribution.

Search Engine Optimization
Say what? That was my reaction too when I first heard of 
what is commonly shortened to SEO. Most internet searches  
are done through Google.com and Google has created a site 
for every business, church, brick and mortar business or  
organization on their Google maps application. This is done 
whether an entity wants it or not!
St. Anthony’s has one for both the church and school. We 
have “claimed” them as our own and are now actively 
working to make St. Anthony’s not only as easy to find as 
possible, but the preferred option for anyone looking for a 
Catholic Church or Catholic School in this area of Indiana.

Also on the internet, but in a different way, we are using 
Facebook advertisements to promote our school. These are 
inexpensive and highly targeted ads which appear on the 
Facebook pages of those we are hoping might send their 
kids to our school, such as parents of young children with-
in a 15-mile radius. We ran one experimental ad which  
received a good response and then ran a video to promote 
our school’s open house. With Facebook we receive a  
report on just how good a response we get and can know 
how many people saw our ad, how many clicked on the ad 
to view it, and how many then clicked through to view our 
web site, which is the ultimate goal of this approach.

I have heard some talk in our deanery 
about the use of billboards out on the 
interstates. These may seem impres-
sive to some, but they cost thousands of 
dollars for a significant campaign. SEO 
just takes some volunteer time, and 
Facebook takes volunteer time and, so 
far, less than $100. These two options 
may not seem impressive but they target 
those who may actually be interested in 
our church and school and are a much 
wiser use of our resources. Besides,  
online we can give out way more infor-
mation than on a billboard.
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Stations of the Cross  
each Friday during Lent
~ except Good Friday 
at 4:30pm  
on February 28, 
March 6, 13, 20, 27 and April 3

Stay for a fish dinner on these Fridays: 
February 28, March 6, 13, 20 & 27!

St. Anthony of Padua  2020 Lenten Activities

Holy Week Worship Schedule

Holy Thursday ~ April 9 at 7:00pm ~ Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
Good Friday ~ April 10 at 3:00pm ~ Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion 

Easter Vigil ~ Saturday, April 11 at 8:30pm 
Easter Sunday ~ April 12 at 8:00am and 11:00am

Tuesdays with Jesus
Please join us in church every Tuesday of Lent

3:00 to 7:00 pm  
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

7:00 pm • Mass and St. Anthony Devotions

Ash Wednesday
February 26 

Masses at 8:00 am | 12:00 pm | 7:00 pm

Parish 
reconciliation 

service 

april 1 at 7:00pm

Order a platter, or items a la carte!   Children’s dinners are also available!
FRiDAYS DURiNG LENT:
February 28 • March 6 • March 13 • March 20 • March 27
Featuring Baked Fish, Fried Fish, Oysters and Shrimp
Location: Parish Gym (Enter through Gym doors)                    Time: 5:00 pm – 7:30 pm
To Go Orders: Enter through Gym doors (and turn right)
Adult Baked/Fried Fish Dinner                                          $10 00 (includes 2 sides+ drink)
Shrimp (Fried) Dinner                                                        $10 00 (includes 2 sides+ drink)
Oyster Dinner                                                                      $12 00 (includes 2 sides+ drink)
Child’s Fish Dinner                                                                $8 00 (includes 2 sides+ drink)
Cheese Pizza                                                                                                                      $3 00
Drinks & Desserts                                                                                                     $1 00 each
Sides: French Fries, Hush Puppies, Creamy Slaw, Green Beans, Onion Strings, Mac & Cheese
Pay with CASH or CREDIT CARD ~ Visa, Mastercard, Amex & Discover for Dinner payment 

Raffle Chances $1 
 Must be 18 to enter

• Samsung 55" Smart TV ~ $349
• Fireworks Basket ~ $100

• Home Security System ~ $150
• Celebration Basket ~ Adult Drinks ~ $150 

  (Must be at least 21 to win)
Indiana Charity Gaming License #002390

ST. AnTHOny MEn’S CLuB
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NCYC 2019 — continued from page 1

Indianapolis Convention Center just a few blocks away. It’s  
truly a sight to see because most of the youth (and chaper-
ones) wear colorful hats that somehow reflect the region 
of the country where they live. Each year the Indianapolis 
‘theme’ is COWS, which is why you see so many of Saint 
Anthony youth wearing zany cow hats, leggings, scarves, etc. 
Youth from Nebraska wear ‘corn’ hats, and hundreds from 
Texas wear large ‘cowboy’ hats, and so on. By the end of the 
conference, many attendees have traded their hats (and social 
media addresses) with others from around the country. Music and Message; Blessed Balancing Faith and Sports;  

Blessed are the Introverts; Bible 101; A Crash Course in  
Scripture, and MANY others. In between sessions and  
workshops, they can attend the Thematic Village featur- 
ing hundreds of booths including: Universities, mission 
opportunities, publications, games, religious organizations, 
items for purchase, coffee and 
snack shops. It’s awesome to  
see Priests, Sisters, and Brothers  
from various religious orders   
talking to interested youth about 
a possible vocation. There’s an 
area where you can “Ask the 
Archbishop.” Youth can simply 
visit with one of many Arch-
bishops who will answer their questions. The Thematic  
Village is a very popular spot for attendees to ‘trade’ hats 
and other items, socialize, and to take LOTS of pictures. 

Groups eat dinner together and then head back to Lucas Oil 
Stadium for the evening general session that includes more 
music, videos, talks and reflection.

At the end of each evening, 
when the kiddos are pretty 
exhausted, both mentally 
and physically, our Saint 
Anthony group would hud-
dle together at a location 
in our hotel and reflect on 
the day. Everyone pours 

out their feelings without inhibitions and this is truly one of 
the most powerful parts of the conference. I heard multiple 
Saint Anthony youth say that NCYC was truly life changing 
for them—just what I hear at every NCYC.

Get ready for NCYC 2021 where we will call  
upon the Holy Spirit to descend upon our young  

Church and set them “ABLAzE” for the Lord! 
Planning begins in less than a year!

NCYC was by far the best and most powerful experience  
I have had so far in my life. I was in a place of struggle  
and brokenness—very confused in my faith and struggling  
with many things in my life. This trip completely changed  
the outlook on my faith. There were so many different  
occasions where God sent a sign that he was real.
  — Katherine Huff

Once they arrive at the Convention Center, they devour a 
lunch, and then attend various ‘break-out’ sessions that fit 
their personal needs. There are sessions for just about any 
youth in any frame of mind, whether it’s about their faith, 
friendships, challenges, family, vocations, etc. There are 

large sessions with motivation-
al speakers, comedians, mu-
sic, films, etc. They can attend 
adoration and reconciliation at 
just about any time during the 
day (hundreds of Priests attend 
NCYC to assist in many ways). 
Some of this year’s sessions and 
workshops included How to 
Feel Blessed While Broken; Joy:  
Is There an App For That?; 
Finding My Voices; Loving 

Yourself as Your Neighbor; God’s Love & Self-Image, 
Teaching Mass; Discipline: What the Seals & Saints Can  
Teach Us (hosted by a retired Navy Seal and an active  
Military Chaplain); Five Steps to Become a Teenage Saint; 

I loved NCYC. The experience was just phenomenal.  
After attending I feel reinvigorated and more enthusiastic 
than I have ever been to practice my faith and live it out 
the way Jesus wants me to. 
  — Kieran Kelly
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Trail to Christ is our theme for Confirmation this year  
and we made that our focus at the Confirmation Retreat in 
December. All of the Confirmation candidates, known as 
Confirmandi, and their Sponsors enjoyed a full day of small 
group sharing during the retreat. They were also able to 
build a deeper, spiritual relationship as the day progressed.

A lot of activities and fellowship took place on this busy 
day. We started the day with small group leaders asking 
candidates what they think of when they hear the words 
“Trail to Christ.” Most felt they envisioned a path to Christ 
and to heaven. Some said they thought of a park or woods 
with a trail to Christ. Others felt the trail represented a path 
through life, complete with obstacles and ways to stray  
from the path, but Christ will always lead them back. The 
exercise was valuable because the various answers allowed 
each candidate a new perspective. 

Our focus song was No Turning Back, by Brandon Heath. 
This particular song was chosen because it expresses God in 
an intimate setting and is generally upbeat.

The Confirmandi also enjoyed some Bible Relay games 
such as Forbidden Fruit, Noah’s Ark, Blind Man and Jesus  
Gives Breath of Life. They also participated in Faith  
Sharing Questions and Bible Skits. Small group conversa-
tions gave them time to dig deeper and gain confidence with 
their biblical knowledge.

We also discussed and practiced 
journaling, an important and 
rewarding activity that Confir-
mandi can participate in for the 
rest of their lives. They learned 
how rewarding it can be if they 
jot down thoughts and feelings 
in a very personal way as they 
move forward in their faith 
journey. They were told that 
the thoughts they record can  

be positive feelings, challenges, mysteries, excitement,  
frustrations, prayers, etc.

Sponsors enjoyed lunch with the Confirmandi,  
then participated in Canvas Art together. We  
discussed the Fruits of the Holy Spirit, then took 
time for “fruit stations” and reflected on what 
those fruits were and how they carry unto our daily 
lives by drawing us closer to God. We also spent 
time with conversation starts, bible lessons, bible  
jeopardy and the game Kahoot. 

We concluded our day by attending Mass together. 
All in all, it was a wonderful Retreat!

Trail to Christ

Confirmation Day of Reflection

Please keep our Confirmation candidates in your prayers  
as they continue their Catholic faith journey.

Jackson Bettler
Ana Cabezas
Emily Davis
Max Fisher

Noah Gettelfinger
Michael Gnadinger

Maci Hoskins

Nick Hudlin
Ben Kelly

Katherine Langdon
Mason McGuire
Kara Merchant
Gafred Picache
Jeffrey Romero

Olivia Rundall
Joseph Sanchez
Emma Scharre
Jacob Schonard
Aidan Singleton
Alcindor Smith
Presleigh Yates
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March for Life — from Stacy Gillenwater, Youth Minister

What does March for Life mean?
The March for Life, open to all high school students every  
January, is an inspiring, peaceful, vibrant and joy-filled rally 
of women, men, young people, and children from all across 
the country. Every year, tens of thousands of pro-lifers con-
verge on the National Mall in Washington DC and march on 
Capitol Hill during the anniversary of the Supreme Court’s 
1973 Roe v. Wade ruling which legalized abortion in all 50 
states. It’s the largest annual human rights demonstration in 
the world. But this is not just a protest; TOGETHER, WE 
GATHER TO CELEBRATE LIFE. We celebrate each and 
every life, from the moment of conception. We envision a 
world where every life is celebrated, valued, and protected.

This year marks the 47th Annual March which we attended 
with other New Albany deanery parishes. For the first time 
in our nation’s history, the President of the United States 
addressed the March For Life attendees, and was met with 
a very enthusiastic crowd. One of the highlights was when 
President Trump stated, “The life movement is led by strong 
women, amazing faith leaders, and brave students who car-
ry on the legacy of pioneers before us who fought to raise 
the conscience of our nation and uphold the rights of our 
citizens.” We also heard from inspiring speaker Charlotte 
Pence, author and daughter of Vice President, Mike Pence, 
who spoke to young marchers from all over the country. 

A visit to the March For Life Expo Hall included over 
80 prolife organizations. It was a great opportunity to 
get connected with pro-life organizations and ministries. 
During our time in DC we also got the chance to visit the  
Saint John Paul II Shrine, the Capital building, Arlington 
Cemetery and some of the more popular monuments.

I was ecstatic following last year’s march. After we returned 
home, some of the Saint Anthony Providence High students 
were so inspired that they started a Pro-life Group at school. 
The group currently has 15 members who meet regularly. 

The following excerpts about the March For Life pilgrim-
age were written by our Saint Anthony high school youth 
who attended this year. To read their full comments and 
view our photo album, please see our parish website under 
Youth > Past Events > March for Life.

I can honestly say March for Life has been one of the 
best experiences in my life. The hundreds of thousands of  
people that attended brought a feel of unity considering  
every person is so different. When you realize you are  
surrounded by that many people and you are all fighting for 
the same cause, it’s breathtaking. Overall, the March was 
fun, exhilarating, and inspirational in every way. I am very 
much looking forward to attending March for Life again 
next year!
 ~ Mercedes Benjamin

Last Year after the March I was able to help start the Pro-
Life Club. This was amazing because we are now a close 
group of friends. This year I was also able to attend the 
March and was able to grow so much closer to these friends. 
The most important thing I found is that a smile and saying 
hi to anyone, any race, gender, or age, is that you make their 
day. The coolest thing I got to witness was President Trump 
being the first president to attend the March for Life. It was 
amazing to see that he is on our side.
 ~ Andrew Singleton

On my trip to Washington, DC for ‘March for Life’ just  
seeing the mass numbers of people all wanting to help  
towards the same pro-life cause was so moving. I could  
never have imagined how touching this experience was.  
I would highly encourage each and every member of the 
Saint Anthony parish, as well as the entire deanery to go.
 ~ Jake Miller

The March for Life was a unique and awesome experience. 
During the rally itself, I saw many different people with 
many different views. It was really cool to watch how every-
one came together peacefully to argue their beliefs. Overall 
the March for Life was deeply impacting, and allowed me to 
see both sides of the argument which overall just solidified 
my beliefs. We Fight for Life because it’s Right and with 
Jesus’ Might we’ll win the Fight.
 ~ Alex Rousselle

I was glad to see so many people from around the country 
come together for one cause, to stop abortion. While on the 
March, a group of us decided to pray the Rosary. The whole 
experience was beautiful and I can’t wait to go next year.
 ~ Aidan Singleton
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This month, my mom celebrates her 
100th birthday, and my parents cele-
brate their 73rd wedding anniversary. 
Dad is much younger than Mom. He’s 
only 98!

I’ve been asked many times if I inher-
ited their hearty genes. I don’t know 
about that, but I do know that Mom 
and Dad have given me an even more 
precious inheritance—the gifts of life, 
faith and a good example.

Mom and Dad are part of what Tom 
Brokaw called “the greatest gener-
ation.” Dad is a World War II veter-
an and a longstanding member of the  
Knights of Columbus. He served in  
the Navy, near Okinawa, and about a 
year after reentering civilian life, he 
met my mom.

My maternal grandmother knew that 
my mother was looking for a good 
Catholic husband, so she prayed a  
novena to St. Joseph. Sure enough, on 
March 19, 1946 (St. Joseph’s feast day), 
Dad arrived to take Mom on a first date. 
Grandma looked him over and asked, 
“Are you the man St. Joseph sent?” 
Evidently, he was. They were married 
January 17, 1947.

My parents worked hard—Dad for  
the telephone company and Mom at 
home, taking care of us three boys. We 
were a handful. In addition to dealing 
with my mischief, Mom also had a 
challenging responsibility of caring for 
my older brother with special needs. In 
accepting that heavy cross, my parents 
taught me a lot about commitment and 
perseverance.

They loved Frankie and faithfully cared 
for him until he died a few years ago.

Because my younger brother came 
along 11 years after I was born, I was 
also able to witness how my parents’ 
love enveloped the newest member of 
our family.

Mom and Dad taught us the faith—both 
by word and by example. Back in the 
day, my classmates and I studied the 
Baltimore Catechism. We had to mem-
orize a certain number of catechism 
questions and answers every night, 
and Mom always made sure I had the  
answers down pat. My parents expect-
ed me to study hard and to be respectful 
of the religious sisters who taught us. 
Usually, I did OK.

her paintings, and I cherish them. She 
and Dad were also good with power 
tools; for the most part, they did their 
own home renovations and repairs. 
That gene was definitely not handed on 
to me!

In the midst of all their work, Mom 
and Dad always had time for others  
in need. When I was still in the sem-
inary, my parents started visiting the 
sick and elderly in nursing homes and 
continue doing so until they were up 
in years themselves. For much of their 
lives, they were daily communicants 
and never went a day without praying 
the rosary.

Soon, family members and friends  
will gather to celebrate my mom’s 
big birthday and parents’ anniversary.  
I look forward to sharing in that happy 
moment of celebration and thanksgiv-
ing. May the Lord bless them in their 
love for each other and in the love they 
have shared with so many.
_______

Archbishop Lori is the son of long time 
parishioners Frank and Margaret Lori. He 
presided at a Mass for his mother’s 100th 
birthday here at Saint Anthony Parish on 
January 12, 2020.

This article appeared in the January 
2020 issue of Columbia magazine and is 
reprinted with permission of the Knights  
of Columbus, New Haven, Conn.

Dad arrived to take Mom  
on a first date. Grandma looked  
him over and asked, “Are you  

the man St. Joseph sent?”

LEARNING THE FAITH, LIVING THE FAITH

A Century of Life
My parents have been faithful and loving  

example to me and others for many decades
By Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori

At an early age I had an inkling that 
God was calling me to be a priest, and I 
solemnly announced this to my parents. 
They surely knew that I was way too 
young to be so certain, but they didn’t 
let on. Instead, they gently encouraged 
me. They didn’t push or pull.

As ordination drew near, I sensed their 
joy in my priestly vocation—and I still 
do. To this day, when I visit them, I  
offer Mass in their room at the nursing 
home and anoint them. “What a gift!” 
Mom always says. When asked if she’s 
proud of me, she astutely replies, “Not 
proud, but grateful to God.”

In addition to everything else, Mom  
is artistically gifted. I have several of 
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Parishioner Update for October 2019 through January 2020

New Parishioners
Andrew Tolley & daughter Joslyn
Rick Hebig & Allison Logsdon
Baptisms
09-29-19 Amelia Gail Lloyd
10-13-19 Kennedy Rose Lynda Best
Deaths
10-16-19 Mildred Lambert
11-26-19 John Pepper
01-5-20 Dorothy E. LaHue
01-8-20 Laura V. Schwender
01-22-20 John “Sid” Oehmann
Upcoming Anniversaries
February
72 years Hubert & Pauline Spitznagel
69 years Donald & Wanda Miller

Upcoming Anniversaries
February
61 years Marvin & Martha Nicholson
53 years Frank & Patricia Hutt
53 years Richard & Marcia Hoyland
March
56 years Larry & Marlene Hayden
April
69 years Leo & Norma Banet
60 years Joseph & Diann Kuerzi
May
66 years Robert & Joann Gettelfinger
59 years James & Mary Lee Elsner
57 years Bernard & Pamela Glotzbach
53 years William & Mary Ruth Adams
50 years Monte & Becky Mattingly
50 years Joel & Regina Weber

Vacation Bible School
This summer, Saint Anthony is  
partnering with Holy Family,  

Our Lady of Perpetual Help and  
Saint Mary in New Albany for  

Vacation Bible School (Tutus Tuus). 
Holy Family will host the Vacation 

Bible School on their campus. 
Grades 1 to 6 

Monday, June 8 to Friday, June 12
Grades 7 to 12 

Sunday, June 7 to Thursday, June 11. 
Mark your calendars to participate  

in fellowship and lots of fun. 
More details will be distributed  
and posted soon. Don’t miss out!

Summer Daze is around the corner…
Each Tuesday during the month of June Summer Daze  
is a perfect time to give back while having fun! Open to 
incoming 6th graders through outgoing 8th graders.  
More information will be sent out in April.




