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Next Business Meeting  
      December 4, 2019  

Mass at 6:30pm — Meeting 7:00pm 
Meet in the New PAC Rooms 212-213 

Grand Knight’s Report — Bill Roberts 

Pecans Sales Continue 

Thanks to all of you who are supporting pecan sales.  Sales have been very successful for 

all of the tasty products.  With Christmas approaching, some of the gift items may be 

more in demand the closer we get. Remember that we have pecans, candies and other 

nuts that make good gifts, snacks for parties, and ingredients for all kinds of baked 

goodies and candies.  Additionally, we are offering pies, fruitcakes loaded with pecans, 

gift tins with Holiday themes. 

Sales started at St. Catherine first week in November.  We will continue sales at all Sat-

urday and Sunday Masses on November 30-December 1, December 7-8 and 21-22. 

La Posada 

Paul Root has coordinated the production of La Posada that will be performed in John-

son Hall after the 5:00 PM Mass on Sunday December 1st.Paul is heading up the group 

that includes Amigos, ACTS Community and Council 8156.  Be sure to stop by to enjoy 

the story being told about Joseph and Mary trying to find lodging on the night that 

changed the world forever. 

1st Degree 

We get to see our 1st Degree team in action before our December 4th Business Meeting.  

They do a very professional job of imparting the knowledge and lore of the Knights of 

Columbus to the candidates aspiring to Knighthood.  The meeting will follow immedi-

ately upon completion of the exemplification. 

Past Events 

Widows Dinner  

Be sure and thank Tony Hanson for preparing the meal and the team who staged the 

Widows Dinner before the November 6th meeting.  We had a good showing from our 

honored guests for a delicious meal. 

Life is Beautiful Gala  

I applaud all of you who attended the 9th Annual Benefit dinner for John Paul II Life 

Center.  This is a critical fundraiser for JPIILC. 

Continued on Page 4 



Insurance Agent Report  -  Eddie Mazurek FICF LUTCF 

Mary and I wish each of you a very Blessed Christmas. 

 

We seem to say it ever year, “It’s almost Christmas, where has the year gone?”  As we look back 

we measure the passing of the seasons, from one holiday to the next, and see how our lives have 

changed over that time.  Christmas and the end of the year mark a milestone for most of us.  The 

season gives us pause to thank God for sending his only-begotten Son to redeem us and it is a 

time to reflect on all the gifts we’ve received from him. God’s gift to us inspires the gift-giving so 

many of us enjoy at Christmastime. We certainly enjoy receiving those gifts, but reflect for a 

moment of what the giving of gifts does for the gift-giver.   

Some gift-givers aren’t so good with words, so they use gifts: Remember “Say it with flowers,” 

the slogan of FTD. Some get a sense of satisfaction in seeing the happiness of the recipient, some 

feel appreciation that they are able to share what God has given them. It seems to fulfill the need 

to please, encourage or help someone. It makes us feel good to give. 

As I look back at 2019, I can’t help but think of all of the selfless members of the Order who gave 

gifts to help others.  As our Supreme Knight highlighted in is address at the Supreme Convention 

just a few months ago we are “Knights of Charity.”  And we prove this every day with the many 

people who give of themselves; give of their time, their talent or their treasure, to help those less 

fortunate and those in need. 

Supreme Knight Anderson spoke about the disaster relief provided by our Knights of Charity; 

$4.2 million supporting hurricane victims alone.  The one thousandth ultrasound machine has 

been placed in service to help save more unborn children.  He talked about our mission of charity 

to the Middle East and the Christian community there that faces extinction.  More than $20 mil-

lion has provided food, shelter, clothing and a new 140 unit apartment building for Christians 

and those of other religions who need our help.  Knights of Charity helped provide coats for more 

than 105,000 kids who will now stay warm this winter. 

Knights are known for their generosity.  We are indeed, Knights of Charity. 

All of these important initiatives help many others, but don’t forget about your own family…

and I’m not talking about gifts that you’ll put under the tree. This holiday season as we think of 

giving and receiving, when we think of all the good gifts we have been given and all we are able 

to give, make sure you give your family the gift of peace of mind.  Secure in the knowledge that 

whatever challenges they may face, you have protected them. 

The Knights of Columbus has the products that will do just that:  Provide financially for your 

family if you aren’t here, make sure you have enough for a comfortable retirement, give the care 

needed if you can’t care for yourself and make sure all of this comes to pass if you are sick or hurt 

and can’t work. It’s painless to sit down with me to analyze your particular situation. 

As we prepare to celebrate Christmas, let us be thankful for all the graces God has showered on 

us, especially the gift of his Son, our Savior! As Isaiah 9:5 says: For a child is born to us, a son is 

given to us; upon his shoulder dominion rests. They name him Wonder-Counselor, God-

Hero,  Father-Forever, Prince of Peace. (New American Bible, Revised Edition) 

 

 

Vivat Jesus! 

Eddie Mazurek        512/965-2137    

emazu5@gmail.com 
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Birthdays  

William Armatta 

Ronald Buys 

Earl Carter 

Eric Churchill 

Ronald Crain 

Steven Daigle 

Charlie Davis 

Trevor De Martini 

James Gereszek 

David Gossett 

Chris Grahmann 

Barry Haygood 

Kenneth Kurzawski 

Douglas Lyon 

William Mastin 

Steven Myers 

Christopher Nichols 

Guadalupe Pequeno 

Patrick Reinhart 

Victor Reyna 

George Reynes 

Alexander Sanchez 

Thomas Sauceda 

Joseph Silecchia 

Sam Stephens 

Ben Truong 

Joseph Vaz 
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Family:  Bill & Laine Harris 

 

Our KOC Family of the Month for December is Bill and 

Laine Harris. Sir Knight Bill Harris is involved in most  

everything our Council does.  He is present for meetings and 

events of all types and is ready to help with most activities 

when it is time to volunteer.  He is very active with the 4th 

Degree.  He often leads the Assembly in the number of  

fallouts attended, being the most reliable Sir Knight in the  

Assembly.  He is one of the Council Representatives at the 

Austin Chapter giving Council 8156 a reasoned voice at that 

forum.  He has a wealth of knowledge about every level of 

the Knights of Columbus gained through years of experience 

and willingly shares it when asked.  Laine participates in 

Parish activities as a member of the 7:30 Sunday Mass.  She 

is an active member of the KOC Auxiliary and is involved 

with the Parish Prayer Shawl Program.  Lain and Bill are 

both dedicated Catholics and a great credit to the St Cathe-

rine of Siena and Knights of Columbus families. 
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Knight & Family of the Month 

Knight: Jerry Guajardo 

 

Our Knight of the Month, Jerry Guajardo, contributes 

to various aspects of our Catholic experience at St.  

Catherine of Siena, both as a Knight and as an involved 

parishioner.  He participates every Sunday as a member 

of the choir at the 7:30 AM Mass throughout the year.  

He shows his community spirit by volunteering at the 

emergency room of the Seaton Emergency Clinic and 

Hospital on RM 1826 each week.  To demonstrate his 

commitment to saving the lives of the unborn, Jerry 

regularly volunteers at the John Paul II Life Center and 

prays for the protesters who harass the Center, causing 

them to give up their protests.  As an active Knight in 

the Council he volunteers for various activities such as 

the Down Home Ranch Chainsaw Manicure and Special 

Olympics events. He most recently spends his weekends 

working on a pecan fundraiser to provide funds for the 

heroic work done at the John Paul II Life Center.  Con-

gratulations to our Brother, Jerry Guajardo.  

 

 

I don’t know how many of you read the Columbia magazine on a regular basis, but I thought I would share some of Supreme 

Knight Carl Anderson’s thoughts on membership from the November’s edition.  

He speaks of the Holy Father’s letter the was read at the Supreme Convention in August. In that letter, Pope Francis states. 

“In a world devastated by violence, injustice and growing polarization, this witness of unity in service of the Gospel has 

become all the more timely and urgent.”  Pope Francis is speaking of the Knights of Columbus.  

SK Anderson says that we often think of our principles of charity, unity, and fraternity as something to be lived within the 

Catholic community. But living these principles in a civil society today is also an expression of patriotism. It is among the 

best things we can do as citizens to contribute to the common good. 

He continues to say that “every council needs to reach out and evangelize young Catholics to bring them in and help them 

become better Catholic men, better husbands, better fathers, better citizens, and better parishioners.” That is what the 

Pope is asking us, the Knights of Columbus, to do.  

And if a key to the crisis of faith today is young men, who is going to reach them? Who are going to be their role models? It 

has to be us, the Knights of Columbus.  

The Holy Father is asking us to take up this great cause of evangelization of the next generation of Catholic leaders. There is 

no better organization to do this than the Knights of Columbus, and we have the tools to do it today. 

It is so easy to ask someone to join and have them join the Knights of Columbus. Just have them go to Knights.net and join 

as you are talking to them. We will handle the rest. 

Membership—Eddie Mazurek 
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BBQ 

Scouting BSA Troop 20 appreciates all of the work that went into preparing and selling the BBQ pork ribs and tender-

loin, the chicken and the sausage for the November BBQ event. David Lara and David Esquivel led a good team of 

Knights and were able to sell all of the products by the end of the 1130 Mass.  If you weren’t there you missed an excel-

lent epicurean experience in the breakfast prepared by Chef Esquivel. 

If you want to raise money for your favorite charity, contact DGK Steve Dillon or talk to him prior to the next Busi-

ness Meeting and put your name in the hat to chair a BBQ event. 

Looking Ahead 

December 

Pecan sales continue Nov 30-December 1 

1 – La Posada After the 5:00 PM Sunday Mass 

4 – 1st Degree Exemplification followed by the December Business Meeting. 

7 – Council Christmas Party. 

7-8 – Pecan sales, continues 21-22 

13 – Parish Christmas Party 

 

January 

11 – St. Catherine Major Degree 

25 – Pro Life Dinner 

Grand Knight’s Report — Continued from Page 1 
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Culture of Life— Criston Klotz 

NATIONAL 

The 40 Days for Life fall campaign ended with great momentum.  Collected data confirmed 738 lives saved during the 40 day campaign.  In 

addition, five abortion workers left their jobs as result of prayers on the sidewalks at abortion facilities and the encouragement and support 

of 40 Days for Life supporters.   

Watch a review of the campaign and the fight against abortion and, now, infanticide:  https://youtu.be/cMv10_VYxA0 

Investigative journalists who uncovered Planned Parenthood and its affiliates selling the body parts of aborted babies (babies who were alive 

and dead) were found guilty of trespassing by Federal District Court Judge William Orrick, presiding in the San Francisco, California area 

and ordered to pay Planned Parenthood $2 million in damages by the jury.   The judge did not allow the jury to determine if the defendants 

trespassed or consider their first amendment rights as journalists to investigate suspected criminal activity, he made those decisions himself.  

Planned Parenthood did not deny any of the allegations regarding harvesting and selling body parts of the aborted babies, but claimed suc-

cessfully that the defendants hurt their reputation and invaded their privacy by their investigative efforts.  For more details read: https://

www.dailywire.com/news/breaking-journalists-who-exposed-planned-parenthoods-baby-body-parts-trade-found-guilty?

utm_campaign=dw_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_source=housefile&utm_content=insiders&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-

87S0_kgfdke5jF2wp34g-Fy2-kI4E6P5-pYg8-sIDV176D4KDsVHFiAzPHZOcfYFEq5pX0_5ZW09wKPkWHK6K2yLqinw&_hsmi=79496   

And this article regarding the Judge Orrick’s history of supporting pro-choice businesses and politicians: https://www.breitbart.com/

politics/2017/06/09/planned-parenthood-videomaker-files-motion-disqualify-judge-censored-videos/ 

At https://theabortionsurvivors.com/ Abortion Survivors speak out for themselves and consequently for the humanity of the unborn child: 

“We’re more than a CHOICE. 

We’re more than a statistic. 

We’re someone’s son or daughter, grandchild, sibling, niece or nephew, cousin, friend, co-worker, neighbor. Many of us are 

someone’s spouse, someone’s parent. 

We’re individuals… 

Individuals impacted by abortion. Impacted by the decision, whether by choice, coercion or force, that someone made to end our 

lives. 

We’re The Abortion Survivors Network, and we’re here to inform, to advocate, and to heal.”  

TEXAS/AUSTIN 

Through the leadership of the directors of 40 Days for Life, Aggies (and others) continue to lead the pro-life effort by raising funds to build a 

memorial garden for unborn babies.  Here are the details:  40daysforlife.com/memorial 

Heather Gardner, Central Texas Coalition for Life Director, and the sidewalk prayer volunteers have decided to continue praying at the 

abortion centers in Austin until they close their doors and abortion ends. Join them on the sidewalks.   

At the St. John Paul II Life Center benefit gala on November 21 over 600 people attended, helping raise much needed funds to do this kind 

of work: https://www.facebook.com/StJohnPaulIILIfeCenter/videos/2416930345186474/?t=30 

_______________________________________________________ 

“The notion that the unborn should be treated alternately as a baby or a mass of tissue dependent entirely upon 

whether or not the pregnancy is wanted may be intended as a way of supporting a woman’s bodily autonomy, but this 

unscientific shifting of language unwittingly reinforces a misogynistic stereotype of women as shallow and childish, 

whose whims and fancies need to be humoured regardless of the facts: She wants an abortion; therefore let us call it a 

fetus to spare her feelings. She wants the baby, well let’s call it a baby then; she’ll like that.”   — Fiorella Nash from 

The Abolition of Woman 

“Students for Life of America (SFLA) is the nation’s largest youth pro-life organization. We are the only na-
tional pro-life organization dedicated to training and equipping college, high school, middle, medical, and 
law school students….SFLA has a team of 38 employees that all work tirelessly equipping students so that 

they can defend the preborn and help young mothers on their campuses. Since launching full-time in 2006, we 
have helped to establish and build over 1,200 student pro-life organizations and have trained more than 

55,000 students nationwide.” https://studentsforlife.org/about/ 
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4800 Convict Hill Rd 

Austin, Tx 78749 

 

Knights are Catholic men, 18 years of age and older, who are com-

mitted to making their community a better place, while supporting 

their Church. Being a Knight is more than camaraderie; it is being 

involved with your community; it is supporting your local Catholic 

Church, while enhancing your own faith; it is about protecting and 

enhancing your family life. Come see just what we are all about by 

calling the Grand Knight. 

Knights of Columbus 8156 

Charity, Unity & Fraternity 
Important Dates     

Sunday, December 1 

5:00pm  Posada event 

Wednesday, December 4 

6:30pm 

 Monthly Council Meeting and First Degree 

Saturday, December 7 

9:00am St. Catherine Blood Drive 

9:00am Delivery of food baskets 

6:30pm Annual Council Christmas Party 

6:30pm  Pecan Sales 

Sunday, December 8 

7:30am Pecan Sales 

Sunday, December 15 

3:00am  Monthly BBQ sales 

Wednesday, December 18 

7:00pm  Monthly Planning Meeting 

Saturday, December 21 

6:30pm Pecan Sales 

Sunday, December 22 

7:30am Pecan Sales 

Wednesday, January 8, 2020 

6:30pm  Monthly Council Meeting 

Saturday, January 11, 2020 

7:30am St. Catherine’s Major Degree 

Sunday, January 19, 2020 

3:00am Monthly BBQ sales 

Wednesday, January 22, 2020 

6:30pm  Council First Degree 

Saturday, January 25, 2020 

6:00pm  Pro Life Dinner 

 

Visit Our Online Calendar for the Latest Updates 

http://kofc8156.org/Calendar.html 

 

Bill Diaz 

Grand Knight 

Bill Roberts 

BILROBERTS@HOTMAIL.COM 

Chaplain 

Fr. Ray (Rayapureddy) 

Deputy Grand Knight 

  Steve Dillon 

smdillon2005@yahoo.com 

Chancellor 

 Greg Nelson 

gnelson8156@outlook.com 

Recorder 

 Allen Fulkerson 

kafulkerson@yahoo.com  

Financial Secretary 

John Langan 

johnnyl_tx@yahoo.com 

Treasurer  

Eddie Mazurek 

emazu5@gmail.com 

Advocate 

Juan Cano  

Lecturer [Appointed] 

Bob Stuifebergen  

Warden 

Len Catley  

Inside Guar     

Bill Diaz  

Outside Guard 

 Darrel Vinklarek 

Trustee 3 year  

Glenn Jorden 

 glenn.jorden@me.com 

Trustee2 Year  

Juan Tavarez 

juanrst04@gmail.com 

Trustee 1 Year 

Armand Gagnon 

argagnon@att.net 
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