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Next Business Meeting  
      January 8, 2020 

Mass at 6:30pm — Meeting 7:00pm 
Meet in the New PAC Rooms 212-213 

Grand Knight’s Report — Bill Roberts 

I hope everyone has returned from the Christmas holidays refreshed and recharged.  We 

have finished the first half of the Fraternal year.  We have had successes with  several 

events and activities during the last six months.  Notably, the fundraising activities, 

Boots and Jeans Gala, BBQs, pecan sales, have all been successful.  Our family activities 

have brought good attendance.   We’ve had good support for the life programs and ac-

tivities along with our participation in faith activities. 

Although we have had some successes, we have been struggling to switching over to the 

new Faith in Action programs.  DGK Steve Dillon an I will be working to better inform 

you of the requirements and helping the program directors integrate the principles of 

Faith in Action into our activities.   

Pro-Life Day 

This is one of the most important days in our calendar each year.  On January 25, we 

will be involved in all of the activities that express our belief in the sanctity of life.  You 

can participate in a number of activities; the day provides an opportunity to qualify for 

ACE wings.  Please see the article contributed by Chris Klotz with all of the details for 

the day.  

La Posada 

La Posada was a smash hit.  The team that Paul Root, the Council Faith Programs  

Director, put together brought the traditional rendition of Mary and Joseph’s search for 

quarters in Bethlehem back to St. Catherine Parish. The Knights of Columbus, Amigos, 

Acts Community and Youth Ministry produced a program that focused on the family, is 

based on our faith and involved the church community in a festive celebration of the 

beginning of the life of Jesus.  Paul put to work the principles of Faith in Action that 

encourage us to weave together the Faith, Community, Life programs with our  

activities that focus on the Family.   

 

Continued on Page 4 

Epiphany of the Lord 

January 5 



Insurance Agent Report  -  Eddie Mazurek FICF LUTCF 

Things can change in an instant 

Life can bring unexpected surprises in a heartbeat. This month I am going to share my 

personal story.  

My PSA has been going up .5 every 6 months for a few years. At my last endocrinolo-

gist visit, he recommended I see a Urologist to see what was going on.  I saw the  

urologist in early October. I was told he needed to do a biopsy on my prostate as there 

was an enlargement associated with it. My first biopsy came back ok in 11 of the 12 

samples taken. Because the 12th one was inconclusive, the doctor wanted to do another 

biopsy on just that one area that was inconclusive. 

The second biopsy was done and the day before Thanksgiving my doctor called to let 

me know pathologist had found cancer in that area. I have known many men who have 

had or has prostate cancer and I wasn’t worried, as most of them were just being 

watched over a period of time. I continued my daily rituals while waiting for follow up 

appointment with urologist to discuss what plan of action he would take. 

Mid December my appointment time came and, again, I fully expected to have him say 

he would monitor the cancer for a while and see what happens. He was quick to say it 

would be dangerous to not take action now. Monitoring it could/would bring about very 

serious issues. Seems that the location of the tumor was such that the cancer cells were 

on the verge of escaping the prostate and could start invading my lymph glands and 

could travel throughout my body. 

We discussed treatment options – either radiation or surgery to remove prostate. I  

initially chose the radiation treatment and started asking men I knew who had or has 

prostate cancer their story. After talking with them, I have now decided on surgery to 

remove my prostate. I have a consultation with a surgeon on January 10th.  

I share all of this not to scare you, but to remind you that sometimes things are out of 

our control. I have no idea on what the outcome will be regarding surgery and future 

health issues.  

I do share this with you to say go see your doctor regularly. Things can change in a 

heartbeat. 

 

 

 

Vivat Jesus! 

Eddie Mazurek        512/965-2137    

emazu5@gmail.com 
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Birthdays  

Abe Arredondo 

Troy Authement 

Arthur Cavazos 

Joseph  Del Rio 

Stephen Dillon 

Curtis Eckerman 

William Esker 

Mario Flores 

James Gamblin 

Ramon Gomez 

Hipolito Gonzalez 

Andrew Gorchs 

Blake Green 

Gerardo Guajardo 

Robert Hesselbrock 

Robert Hillard 

Charles Johnson 

Denver Lamberth 

Robert Mazurek 

Larry Odom 

William O'Grady 

Fernando Ruiz 

Hector Santiago 

David Sykora 

William Vaubel 

Richard Wempe 

Todd Zint 

mailto:emazu5@gmail.com


Family:  John & Marilyn O’Daniel 
Our KOC Family of the Month for December is the  

O’Daniels, John and Marilyn. The O’Daniels are involved in 

many activities in the Parish and are in attendance at most 

activities and events even when they aren’t a part of the  

support team.  John is quick to chair events for the Council 

especially meals for meetings and other events.  He also  

volunteers to assist others in the preparation of meals,  

lending his experience to the kitchen.  He is present for  

meetings and events of all types and is ready to help with 

most activities when it is time to volunteer.  John is also a 

regular for the Habitat for Humanity home building. John is 

on Brother Eddie Mazurek’s short list of Knights that he can 

count on to help out with any activity or job that needs to be 

done around the church, such as decorating the outside of the 

church for Christmas, often on short notice.  Marilyn is active 

with the Knights of Columbus Auxiliary, giving her time to 

the projects that KOCA performs to support Parish events 

and gatherings.  Marilyn was involved with the set-up,  

decoration, and cleanup for the Christmas party, including 

the kitchen cleanup.  Marilyn and John are involved  

Catholics and a great credit to the St Catherine of Siena and 

Knights of Columbus families. 
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Knight & Family of the Month 

Knight: Paul Root 

Our Knight of the Month, Paul Root, organized the  

return of the La Posada to the Parish this Fall.  Along 

with the Amigos, ACTS Community, Youth Minister 

and the Council, he brought all of the various partici-

pants together into a very successful worshipful and 

festive reenactment of the story of the birth of our  

Savior.  Paul applied the lessons of the new Faith in 

Action concept by integrating Faith, Community, 

Youth with Parish ministries into the event.  It was  

successful to the point that it is already scheduled for a 

repeat next year.  Paul is also active with the ACTS 

Community and with the Alpha Training program, 

which is a tool for evangelization based on hospitality, 

sharing and open conversation about the life, death and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ.  In addition to his  

involvement with Knights activities he is an Eucharistic 

minister.  Paul contributes to various aspects of our 

Catholic experience at St. Catherine of Siena, both as a 

Knight and as an involved parishioner.  

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED!!!!! 

 

We are hosting a major degree on Saturday, January 11th and we need your help. If you are a third degree member, we will 

need you to help set up and tear down the hall. We will start on Friday, January 10th at 7:00PM setting up the hall.  If we 

have enough help, this shouldn’t take but a couple of hours at most.  On Saturday, we will need help with registration, cook-

ing, serving, and just general things throughout the day.  If you can help for an hour or the entire time, it would be greatly 

appreciated.  We will start around 7:00AM Saturday with last minute setup and getting breakfast going.  PLEASE let me 

know if you can help.  This is a huge endeavor and I am anticipating around 50 Knights going through the degree work that 

day. WE REALLY NEED YOUR HELP!! 

Eddie Mazurek 

512/965-2137 

emazu5@gmail.com 

For all of you who are first degree members, you should have received an email with the information about the degree.  PLEASE 

try to attend this degree.  I am not sure when the next one in the Austin area will be held.   

Please let FS John Langan, johnnyl_tx@yahoo.com  or me know if you plan on attending. This is really a great opportunity to 

advance to full Knighthood. 

Major Degree—Eddie Mazurek 

mailto:johnnyl_tx@yahoo.com
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Past Events 

Christmas Party 

Thanks to Chairman Juan Tavarez and everyone who helped with the meal, hall setup, decorations and cleanup for the 

Christmas Party.  Juan and his team gave us heaping helpings of delicious meat and casseroles for a great Christmas 

feast.  Thanks to Bob Stuifbergen’s delightful Granddaughters who assisted with the distribution of the door prizes and 

to their parents who allowed them to participate. I have sent a letter to the Head Band Director at Gorzycki Middle 

School recognizing the three budding musicians who entertained us with Christmas music. 

A special thanks to John and Marilyn O’Daniel, Ken and Ann Kurzawski, Charlie Davis, Chad Larsen and Bill Diaz for 

the final clean up in the kitchen.  Remember to ask Bill Diaz what the scullery is.  

1st Degree Exemplification  

Guided by our very professional Degree team, we all got to renew our oath as Knights of Columbus.  The team was pol-

ished and professional, as they always are. 

Parish Christmas Party 

Thanks to everyone who volunteered to make the party a success.  This is the second year that we were able to have a 

Parish-wide Christmas celebration in our new Parish Activity Center.  It should make us feel good to see so many of our 

Parishioners enjoying each other’s company at good meal with professional entertainment by our fellow Catholics. 

BBQ 

Be sure to thank the Chairman, Charlie Davis, for putting a team together for another successful BBQ for the St. 

Louise House; all of the meat was sold out again.  We had good support throughout the event from cooking, during 

sales and for cleanup. Thanks to everyone who participated. 

Thanks to Eddie Mazurek and his volunteers who cooked the chickens for Christmas party for the residents of St. 

Louise House 

Reminder: If you want to raise money for your favorite charity, contact DGK Steve Dillon or talk to him prior to the 

next Business Meeting and put your name in the hat to chair a BBQ event. 

Looking Ahead 

January 

11 – Major Degree 

This will be conducted in Siena Hall on the second Saturday and will require setup on the Friday prior to the event.  

Please respond to the Chairman’s call for volunteers to setup the hall and prepare for the event. 

25 – Pro Life Day – See the Pro-Life article in this issue. 

February 

11 – Clergy Appreciation Dinner 

Grand Knight’s Report — Continued from Page 1 
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Culture of Life— Criston Klotz 

I thought about what Melanie [her aborted child with a Down Syndrome diagnosis] could have meant to the world, 

how she might have changed the twisted thinking of our present culture — the barometer it often uses to define 

what it sees as good enough to warrant keeping, and what it views as imperfect enough to throw away.  

http://julieroys.com/regret-aborting-baby-downs-syndrome-guest-post/ 

NATIONAL 

Approximately 67% of expectant mothers abort their babies who have been diagnosed with Down Syndrome.  https://

www.healthline.com/health-news/the-debate-over-terminating-down-syndrome-pregnancies#1  Since 1983 the life expectancy 

of a child diagnosed with Down Syndrome has increased from 25 years to 60 years. https://www.ndss.org/about-down-

syndrome/down-syndrome-facts/ 

In the Down syndrome community, there’s a popular aphorism for new parents: “Welcome to Holland.” It’s a nod to 

Emily Perl Kingsley’s essay, which likens the birth of a developmentally disabled child to accidentally arriving in 

Holland after a long-awaited trip to Italy. “After you’ve been there for a while and catch your breath, you look around and 

begin to notice that Holland has windmills and tulips. But if you spend your life mourning the fact that you didn’t get to Ita-

ly, you may never be free to enjoy the very special, lovely things about Holland.” 

In January, Joe and Amy were preparing for a tournament when a representative from the PGA Tour called. The 

Tour wanted to surprise Amy during a practice round by having her play a hole with 2018 WMPO champion Gary 

Woodland. 

On the morning of the surprise, Joe was restless. Amy would be playing the famed 16th hole — the so-called “loudest 

hole in golf” — without a warm-up or a warning. 

Pressure? What pressure? As the crowd fell silent, Amy stepped on to the tee box and took a smooth, unfaltering 

swing that landed in the bunker left of the green. As she prepared for her next shot, the fans quieted again, which led 

to her gem of a bunker shot and a high-five from Woodland.  Over her 10-footer for par, Amy had to quiet herself. She 

found her line, rocked back her putter and drained it. Joe yelled, Woodland screamed, and the loudest hole in golf did 

what it does best. 

The video of Amy’s viral moment has been viewed 43 million times, making it the most-watched video in PGA Tour 

history. Her popularity multiplied again in June, when Woodland credited Amy with sparking his victory at the U.S. 

Open. Joe says she’s recognized in the street “almost daily,” while she and Woodland talk every few weeks. 

Joe and Jenny are weary of amplifying their daughter’s fame. They prepare for the future during the school year 

while Amy plays golf [a scholarship athlete on the golf team at Paradise Valley Community College in Scottsdale], 

attends classes and works a part-time job at TJ Maxx. For now, their preparations have taken the form of the I Got 

This foundation, whose mission is to raise money for and awareness of the intellectually disabled community in golf. 

Amy’s loved ones have a hard time comprehending her accomplishments and her newfound viral fame. Two decades 

ago, her father mourned the loss of her sports career. Today, he’s her caddie, playing partner and spokesman. 

Life with Amy has rarely gone according to plan, but perhaps that’s why it’s gone so right. 

“It’s a great lesson in not putting limitations on your child,” Joe said. “Amy’s opened up more opportunities than we 

could ever imagine. She’s changed our lives completely, and all for the better.” https://www.golf.com/news/2019/06/16/

gary-woodland-us-open-leader-starred-pga-tour-viral-video/  

TEXAS/AUSTIN –    JANUARY 25, 2020 TEXAS PRO-LIFE DAY 

 8 a.m. Prayer Vigil 

  Praying for an End to Abortion and a Restoration of the Dignity of Human Life at  

  Planned Parenthood, 201 E. Ben White Blvd., Austin 

 9:15 a.m. Divine Mercy Chaplet 

  The Chaplet of Divine Mercy will be led by young people 

   San José Parish 2435 Oak Crest, Austin OR 

   St. Louis Parish, 7601 Burnet Rd., Austin. 

 10 a.m. Mass for the Gift of Human Life 

   San José Parish, 2435 Oak Crest Dr., Austin OR 

   St. Louis King of France Parish, 7601 Burnet Rd. Austin 

 1:00 p.m.  Meet at 14th and San Jacinto to march to the Capitol building 

 2:00 – 3:00 p.m.  Rally on South Steps of the Capitol building 

 3:00-4:00 p.m.  Ministry Fair on Great Walk of Capitol Grounds 

http://julieroys.com/regret-aborting-baby-downs-syndrome-guest-post/
https://www.healthline.com/health-news/the-debate-over-terminating-down-syndrome-pregnancies#1
https://www.healthline.com/health-news/the-debate-over-terminating-down-syndrome-pregnancies#1
https://www.ndss.org/about-down-syndrome/down-syndrome-facts/
https://www.ndss.org/about-down-syndrome/down-syndrome-facts/
https://www.dsasc.ca/uploads/8/5/3/9/8539131/welcome_to_holland.pdf
https://www.golf.com/travel/2019/01/29/things-know-par-3-16th-hole-tpc-scottsdale/
https://www.golf.com/travel/2019/01/29/things-know-par-3-16th-hole-tpc-scottsdale/
https://www.golf.com/news/2019/06/16/gary-woodland-us-open-leader-starred-pga-tour-viral-video/
https://www.golf.com/news/2019/06/16/gary-woodland-us-open-leader-starred-pga-tour-viral-video/
https://www.golf.com/news/2019/06/17/gary-woodland-facetimes-golfer-amy-bockerstette-us-open-win/
https://www.golf.com/news/2019/06/16/gary-woodland-us-open-leader-starred-pga-tour-viral-video/
https://www.golf.com/news/2019/06/16/gary-woodland-us-open-leader-starred-pga-tour-viral-video/


4800 Convict Hill Rd 

Austin, Tx 78749 

 

Knights are Catholic men, 18 years of age and older, who are com-

mitted to making their community a better place, while supporting 

their Church. Being a Knight is more than camaraderie; it is being 

involved with your community; it is supporting your local Catholic 

Church, while enhancing your own faith; it is about protecting and 

enhancing your family life. Come see just what we are all about by 

calling the Grand Knight. 

Knights of Columbus 8156 

Charity, Unity & Fraternity 
Important Dates     

Wednesday, January 8, 2020 6:30pm 

 Monthly Council Meeting 

Saturday, January 11, 2020 7:30am 

 St. Catherine’s Major Degree 

Wednesday, January 15, 2020 7:00pm 

  Monthly planning meeting 

Sunday, January 19, 2020 3:00am 

 Monthly BBQ sales 

Wednesday, January 22, 2020 6:30pm 

 Council First Degree 

Saturday, January 25, 2020 6:00pm 

 Pro Life Dinner 

Wednesday, January 29, 2020 7:00pm 

 EIM Workshop 

Saturday, February 1, 2020 7:00pm 

 Prepare briskets for Super Bowl Sunday 

Sunday, February 2, 2020 7:00am 

 Super Bowl Brisket Sales 

Wednesday, February 5, 2020 6:30pm 

 Monthly Council Meeting 

Saturday, February 8, 2020 8:00pm 

 Delivery to Widows of Strawberries 

 

 

Visit Our Online Calendar for the Latest Updates 

http://kofc8156.org/Calendar.html 

 

Bill Diaz 

Grand Knight 

Bill Roberts 

BILROBERTS@HOTMAIL.COM 

Chaplain 

Fr. Ray (Rayapureddy) 

Deputy Grand Knight 

  Steve Dillon 

smdillon2005@yahoo.com 

Chancellor 

 Greg Nelson 

gnelson8156@outlook.com 

Recorder 

 Allen Fulkerson 

kafulkerson@yahoo.com  

Financial Secretary 

John Langan 

johnnyl_tx@yahoo.com 

Treasurer  

Eddie Mazurek 

emazu5@gmail.com 

Advocate 

Juan Cano  

Lecturer [Appointed] 

Bob Stuifebergen  

Warden 

Len Catley  

Inside Guar     

Outside Guard 

 Darrel Vinklarek 

Trustee 3 year  

Glenn Jorden 

 glenn.jorden@me.com 

Trustee2 Year  

Juan Tavarez 

juanrst04@gmail.com 

Trustee 1 Year 

Armand Gagnon 

argagnon@att.net 

https://kofc8156.org/Calendar.html
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