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Next Business Meeting  
      April 1, 2020 

Virtual  Meeting 7:00pm 
Via the Internet  

Grand Knight’s Report — Bill Roberts 

Here we are one full week into the near complete shutdown of our Council and Parish.  

With the church closed, all Masses cancelled and the Parish Center closed to all meet-

ings, you would think that our religious and fraternal lives would be on hold.   

Don’t believe it! 

People have been working on ways for us to stay in touch with our faith and so that we 

can continue to attend Mass Daily and on Sunday.  Our Knights have been working on 

ways to keep us informed and connected. 

In this edition you will find that Greg Nelson has given us the steps and times that we 

can attend daily Mass and Sunday Mass. 

Continue to contact our Worthy Chancellor, Greg, if you or your loved ones are in need 

of our supporting prayers. 

Call Paul Root at 512.963.9431 or email root_paul@att.net to someone who experienc-

ing a serious health problem to set up a call or visit schedule.  Probably just calls, pres-

ently. 

You will find the instructions in this edition from Glenn Jorden that will let you attend 

our monthly Business Meeting and Planning Meeting through an on line or telephone 

conference. 

The committees, Car Show, Golf Tournament, Gala are operating with email, text and 

Webex. 

If you want to know which events have been postponed or cancelled you can log into the 

Council 8156 website and look at the calendar that Worthy Lector Bob Stuifbergen is 

keeping up to date with the latest information for you. 

If you want to sleep better at night (get a good Knight’s rest) by knowing that your 

family is cared for in your absence, contact Eddie Mazurek. 

And, as if there wasn’t enough to do, we now have a team exploring the possibility an 

auto raffle.  Thanks, Armand for turning us on to this.  Be sure and log in for our regu-

larly scheduled Business Meeting 

 

Continued on Page 4 

Be Sure to Check St. 

Catherine’s Website 

for information on 

Holy Week and 

Easter Services 
stcatherine-austin.org/ 

mailto:root_paul@att.net
https://stcatherine-austin.org/


Insurance Agent Report  -  Eddie Mazurek FICF LUTCF 

I pray that all have been safe from the corona virus and that you are enjoying your 

time with your family if you are staying home.  I am using this month’s article to talk 

about something other than insurance. Stay safe. 

April is Autism Awareness month and I’d bet each one of us probably knows someone 

with autism; I know I do.  The young lady I know is challenged both physically and 

mentally. The Autism Speaks website (www.autismspeaks.org) is a wealth of  

information.  Autism is not one disorder, it is actually called autism spectrum disorder 

or ASD because there is a broad range, a spectrum, from very mild to very severe  

characteristics. 

Some with very mild characteristics can function in society quite well and hold respon-

sible jobs. At the other end of the spectrum may be the person who is nonverbal, is 

challenged physically and may engage in nearly constant repetitive behaviors.  Those 

with these more severe issues may need lots of support from family, friends and social 

service agencies. The Autism Speaks website says “autism affects an estimated 1 in 59 

children in the United States today.” 

Nobody seems to know what causes autism and the manifestations vary so widely that 

there is no real cure.  Often the best that can be done is try to treat symptoms and help 

the individual cope with strengths and challenges faced.  Because some of the  

symptoms or indicators often appear at a young age, before age 3, doctors have found 

that early diagnosis and intervention is the best course of action.  With this early  

intervention, many individuals can be helped to improve the quality of their lives. 

As we become more and more aware of the disorder you may know a member who is 

dealing with this himself or perhaps one of his family members has it.  Your support, 

empathy and concern are usually well-received. It’s an opportunity to show Christ’s 

love to a neighbor.  I encourage you to find out more on the website for Autism Speaks. 

 

I can’t end this message without wishing all of you a very Blessed Easter!  It’s celebrat-

ed in the Latin Church on April 12 this year.  What a wondrous  time in our liturgical 

year! While we celebrate Jesus’ victory over death and his glorious resurrection, we 

remember that the raising from the dead came after humiliating abuse and an agoniz-

ing death.  When I pray the rosary, I sometimes try to mediate on a particular decade 

by placing myself in the scene of that decade.  How would I, a follower of Jesus, have 

reacted to his crucifixion?  At the cross like John…or scared and hidden away with rest 

of the disciples? Would I have been brave enough? Then at the first Glorious Mystery, 

there at the tomb, stunned in awe of the mighty power of the Resurrection. What a 

mighty God we have!  May each of you and your families experience the joy of this 

Easter season! 

 

Vivat Jesus! 

Eddie Mazurek        512/965-2137    

emazu5@gmail.com 
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Birthdays  

Frank Avillar 

Jeremy Baran 

Daniel Bisone 

Thomas Bohuslav 

Robert Bradfute 

James Chamberlain 

Guy Desrochers 

Gregorio Flores 

Gerald Garcia 

Michael Krisan 

Glenn Mayhugh 

Edwin Mazurek 

Michael Mazurek 

David Moore 

Reymundo Moreno 

Jorge Rios 

Philip Rocha 

Kelly Rowe 

Roy Sanders 

Michael Smith 

Joseph Spencer 

R Vanderploeg 

Darrel Vinklarek 

Gregory Waleke 

Raymond Wilson 

Francis Yorke 

http://www.autismspeaks.org
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Family:  Crespin & Mary Guzman 

Our KOC Family of the Month for December is the  

Guzman's, Crespin and Mary. The Guzman's are involved in 

many activities in the Parish and are in attendance at most 

activities and events even when they aren’t a part of the 

support team.  You have seen him regularly in the court-

yard for fundraising events. Crespin is quick to volunteer for 

events and most recently volunteered to chair the Coffee and 

Donuts Sunday.  And as an usher, Crespin will also help you 

find a seat in the Sanctuary.  Crespin and Mary are actively 

involved in the Parish Community.  Being members of the 

Amigos Club, they participate in all of the activities promot-

ing spiritual engagement and family support.  Crespin and 

Mary are active members on the St. Paul Society.  You will 

see them working on the quarterly food drives, Christmas 

baskets and other outreach programs to the elderly, those 

with special needs and the disadvantaged, plus the programs 

that promote fair treatment of people throughout the world.  

Crespin and Mary are involved Catholics and a great credit 

to the St. Catherine of Siena and Knights of Columbus  

families. 
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Knight & Family of the Month 

Knight: David Sykora 

This month’s Knight of the month joined the K of C in 

1997.  While his original council was able to use his  

talents and manpower for many years, he transferred 

into our council in October of 2019. Since he joined our 

council, he has not stopped providing many hours of 

volunteerism to help not only our council, but  

St. Catherine’s community as well. 

Please join me in congratulating David Sykora as our 

Knight of the month.  

I am not sure he realized what he was getting into when 

he transferred to our council, but he has pretty much 

been to every event or activity that we have done since 

October. He happily volunteers to hep when help is 

needed, whether it be during the day, with the geriatric 

crew [as they have become known] or most all of the 

monthly bbq’s. He also works part time at a bicycle 

shop and is quite knowledgeable in repair and types of 

bikes.  

Please be sure to thank David if you see him for his help 

in all the areas he volunteers for and congratulate him 

for being named Knight of the month. 

 

All, we are going through a time that most of us have never experienced in our lives. We know there have been pandemics in 

the history of the world, but thank God, we have never seen one like this in our lifetime. We also put our faith in God that 

we will get through this and come out stronger. 

Just wanted to let you know that we have cancelled our degree ceremony for March. The biggest reason obviously is because 

of the virus going around and we don’t want to put anyone in harms way. The second reason is, if you haven’t heard, the 

Knights have changed the degree ceremony. In the past, you went to your first degree and at some later time, you attended 

the 2nd and 3rd degrees. With the new ceremony all three degrees are held at one time and only last about 30 minutes. Also, 

your family and friends are invited to come witness the ceremony. Because of the changes, we, the degree team, feel as if we 

should practice this ceremony prior to presenting it to a group a new Knights. 

So where do we go from here? We are planning on having a degree ceremony in May using the new degree format. PLEASE 

keep recruiting good Catholic men to join us. Have them join on line by going to Knights.net and sign up. We will take if 

from there and invite them to attend meetings and functions. It is so simple and they become a Knight instantly.  

It would be great if we had a huge amount of new Knights join us in May.  

Also, keep praying that this pandemic will end and that those affected by it will regain their health.  

Membership—Eddie Mazurek 
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Although we will have our meetings by video/teleconference, most of our events for the month of April have been can-

celled or postponed. 

Parks and Recreation cancelled all events at Dick Nichols park, eliminating our family picnic. 

The Texas State Convention has been put on hold and will be held at a later date, possibly as a teleconference/

webinar. 

The spring 4th Degree Exemplification has been postponed; no new date has been set. 

Camp Ben McColloch has cancelled all events until further notice, postponing our first annual Siena Car Show.  

The committee will continue planning on the event. 

The Lenten Meal was the first casualty of the Wuhan Virus along with the Stations of the Cross and Mass. 

On a lighter note, thanks to Co-Chairmen Larry Odom and Cruz Munoz for a successful BBQ event.  Even though at-

tendance was noticeably lighter at the Sunday morning Masses, all of the meat was sold.  I guess people didn’t mind 

standing in line in the courtyard since they knew that they were going to actually get something in the end. 

Thanks to Jim Gamblin and Larry Odom for chairing the Lenten Meal this year.  They did a good job of carrying on 

the tradition set by Stephanie and Greg Nelson.  Thanks also to the Knights and ladies who assisted in the meal prep, 

set up, serving and cleanup for the events.  We can look forward to having the meal back next year. 

And thanks to Crespin Guzman for chairing and his team for making Coffee and Donuts Sunday for March a success. 

Above all else, please keep yourself and your loved ones safe and pray for the victims of the Wuhan Virus.  

God bless you for all of the good things that you do. 

Grand Knight’s Report — Continued from Page 1 

Join Us Online for the April Business Meeting 

 

The KoC council 8156 has decided to try using WebEx for hosting our meetings.  The following are instructions on how to get 

set up.  It is expected that WebEx will support most computers, smart phones, and tablets. 

 

Meeting Procedure:  The host of the meeting will send a link via email (before the meeting) which can be “clicked” to either 

join the meeting, or start the set up process( only needs to be done once). 

The expected steps to get set up: 

1. Click on the link sent in the meeting invite email. 

2. Download the app for your device (if you haven’t done so already). 

3. Enter your screen name and your email address 

4. Click “join the meeting” 

That should be all there is to it. 

 

Please let Glenn know if you’re having trouble or have any questions.  

glenn.jorden@me.com 

mailto:glenn.jorden@me.com?subject=Online%20Help
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Culture of Life— Criston Klotz 

Brothers: Don’t buy into the lies and excuses embraced and extolled by our culture.  Women (and men) do feel the pain of abortion, 

often for a lifetime.  Do we respect women or has our society turned us into accomplices and enablers? What would you have done to 

support Leire? 

Mariana de Ugarte Blanco A mother has turned her grief and regret into a way to help other young women.  

In a society in which abortion is considered a woman’s right, Leire Navaridas, a Spaniard, wants to shed light on her experience by giving 

talks to debunk the “goodness” of abortion.  

“I am a mother of three children, although only one of them is alive,” she says. She’s managed to forgive herself after several years of suffer-

ing and lack of love, and she’s managed to establish a spiritual relationship with the children she never knew. She doesn’t try to justify her-

self when she talks about her past life, when she says she lacked values and made poor decisions. But she does highlight the fact that nobody 

tried to stop her from going to the clinic to have an abortion.  

In Spain, the current euphemism for abortion is “IVE,” for Voluntary Interruption of Pregnancy (“Interrupción Voluntaria del Embarazo” 

in Spanish). Leire says it should stand for Violent Intervention in Pregnancy, because the “IVE” includes the first big lie about abortion: 

Something that is “interrupted” can be taken up again, but if you “interrupt” your pregnancy, there’s nothing you can do to bring that ba-

by back. She also points out that often it’s not totally “voluntary,” because women who have an abortion are often under pressure due to 

their circumstances. Rarely are they fully informed about the full truth of the nature and consequences of an abortion. 

According to an article on Redmadre, Leire became pregnant for the first time at the age of 26. She didn’t feel ready for a baby; despite being 

married, she felt “alone and overwhelmed.” Without asking her husband what he thought, she scheduled an appointment with a gynecol-

ogist who performs abortions. After signing a document stating that continuing with the pregnancy would cause her psychological problems, 

Leire’s abortion was performed. “We left the clinic, went home, and never spoke of it again,” she said. 

Leire tells how, after the abortion, she was in a sad and dark state, which manifested itself psychosomatically as dizziness. She then decided 

to seek professional help. The therapist was the first to tell her the truth about her life: “You are alone.” When such a lack of trust, love, and 

respect for life exists in your immediate environment, your own attitude becomes destructive, towards yourself and towards everything 

around you. Her pain and suffering were being camouflaged in the form of other problems, such as her bouts of dizziness, which ultimately 

stemmed from the abortion itself. 

A second unexpected pregnancy 

She got pregnant again shortly after starting therapy. Although she didn’t want to have an abortion again, fearing it might damage her re-

productive system, she still considered her situation inconvenient for a pregnancy. But her therapist said something to her that touched her 

deep inside: “Leire, stop destroying and start building.”  She says she left therapy renewed, looking forward to being a mother. She started to 

connect with the baby she was expecting, recognizing it as her child, and feeling ready to do whatever it would take to raise that child. She 

started to feel excitement and hope. Then she lost her child in the third month of pregnancy, due to complications resulting from her previ-

ous abortion. She was emotionally unable to handle the situation: “I didn’t mourn that loss either. I lived it coldly,” she says. Her environ-

ment was the same as before; she didn’t feel any support. Leire says she lacked the most basic support that is necessary for a pregnant wom-

an, and even more so when she was in a vulnerable situation. 

It was only years later and after her divorce, Redmadre reports, that with the help of her therapist she was able to “open the floodgates that 

held back all the sorrow from my abortion and miscarriage … I couldn’t stop crying. The guilt of the first and the sorrow of the second threw 

me off an emotional precipice.” Fortunately, she found people who supported her and helped her through this phase…. 

Love cures everything 

Leire describes how she grew up in an environment where she learned total distrust towards other people, which ultimately was a lack of love. 

“Love heals everything, and even if a wound remains in the heart, you can go forward and live in peace,” she says now.  She has remarried 

and the love of her current husband has made her realize that she was the victim of a social system that attacks life and motherhood. She’s 

not wrong; in 2018, the Spanish government spent more than 30 million euros on financing abortion, compared to 3.6 million euros on help-

ing pregnant women. 

She declares herself a feminist, believes in social equality between men and women and in equal opportunities for both sexes, and fights for 

these goals. But she is totally opposed to the widespread feminist discourse that defends abortion, that states that after conception there’s only 

a cluster of cells and not a life, that gives women the power to decide which life is worth living or not, and that falsely promises that after an 

abortion there are no after-effects.“I cannot be fooled. I know what it’s like to go through an abortion, as well as to lose a wanted baby and 

to see a child born,” she says. Leire explains that women are empowered by motherhood; according to her, a woman with a child in her arms 

is capable of anything. 

But to do this, we must get rid of the false myths about motherhood that are propagated today. “’Children only belong to the mother. They 

bring problems, and they’re too expensive…’ These are subliminal messages that transmit the idea that children destroy your life,” she ex-

plains. This way of thinking makes us selfish, for it makes parents’ self-giving love to their children seem like an obstacle to personal fulfill-

ment. This attitude takes us away from our most basic nature, and the call most people feel to parenthood and family life. 

Today Leire lives happily with her family. She also continues to love her unborn children, and remembers every year how old they would be. 

After hating herself for a long time, she’s managed to forgive herself, and she tries to help other women who’ve gone through the same expe-

rience to forgive themselves and heal as well. 

Join us in prayer the next three weeks on the sidewalk in front of Planned Parenthood. Be the catalyst an expectant mother (or father), abor-

tion worker or passerby needs to break the shackles of isolation, helplessness, loneliness, grief, and despair. 

https://aleteia.org/author/mariana-de-ugarte-blanco/
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Knights of Columbus 8156 

Charity, Unity & Fraternity 
Important Dates     

Wednesday, April 1 

 7pm pm Monthly Council Meeting via Web Ex (online) 

Wednesday, April 15 

7:00pm Monthly Planning Meeting 

Sunday, April 19 

3:00am Monthly BBQ sales 

 

Visit Our Online Calendar for the Latest Updates 

http://kofc8156.org/Calendar.html 

 

Bill Diaz 

Grand Knight 

Bill Roberts 

BILROBERTS@HOTMAIL.COM 

Chaplain 

Fr. Ray (Rayapureddy) 

Deputy Grand Knight 

  Steve Dillon 

smdillon2005@yahoo.com 

Chancellor 

 Greg Nelson 

gnelson8156@outlook.com 

Recorder 

 Allen Fulkerson 

kafulkerson@yahoo.com  

Financial Secretary 

John Langan 

johnnyl_tx@yahoo.com 

Treasurer  

Eddie Mazurek 

emazu5@gmail.com 

Advocate 

Juan Cano  

Lecturer [Appointed] 

Bob Stuifebergen  

Warden 

Len Catley  

Inside Guar     

Bill Diaz  

Outside Guard 

 Darrel Vinklarek 

Trustee 3 year  

Glenn Jorden 

 glenn.jorden@me.com 

Trustee2 Year  

Juan Tavarez 

juanrst04@gmail.com 

Trustee 1 Year 

Armand Gagnon 

argagnon@att.net 
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Scholarship Time  

Attending college full time next fall? Knights of Columbus Council 8156 has scholarships available to members of  

St. Catherine’s and members of our Knights’ council. Go to kofc8156.org for an application.  

Full rules and deadlines are in the application.  

Staying Connected to Our St. Catherine’s Community 

St. Catherine’s is Live Streaming daily and Sunday Masses as well as Adoration. 

Be sure to visit the Parish Website for details.  You will see two important buttons to help you stay connected. 

https://stcatherine-austin.org/ 

   

 

 

 

 

You can join the live stream, schedules are posted, or you can go back and watch a Mass or Adoration  

“On Demand”  anytime.  Just press the Watch Mass Live Button. 

Words of Wisdom 

Some may say, ‘Why not just go with the flow and give in to what feels natural?’  

Try this attitude in sports, and you’ll never make the team.  

Try it in academics, and you’ll never attend college.  

Try it in marriage, and divorce will be inevitable.  

Try it as a father, and your children will resent you.  

We have been made to live for something greater than ourselves. So do not waste 

your manhood on yourself. Accept the demands and responsibilities of true love, 

and you will reap the rewards.  

—Jason Evert  

from Pure Manhood 

 

Pray to end the Coronavirus in the world  

 praytogether.relevantradio.com 

 

Join the Movement 

https://www.kofc8156.org
https://stcatherine-austin.org/
https://praytogether.relevantradio.com/
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