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Next Business Meeting  
      August 5, 2020 

Virtual  Meeting 7:00pm 
Via the Internet  

Grand Knight’s Report — Bill Roberts 

Here we are five months into the pandemic.  We are all still dealing with the fallout 

from the efforts by various levels of government trying to keep everyone safe by  

publishing, changing, republishing, confusing and bewildering citizens.  Read social  

media and you find people are encouraging others, shaming others, mocking officials and 

rules, questioning numbers and coming up with some pretty good jokes about it all. 

Through all of this, and in spite of the confusion, don’t forget to pray.  We are all  

Catholics and, I think, pretty good ones at that. When all of this gets burdensome, do 

what we learned from the time we were youngsters or when we became members of the 

faith. Let our Savior share our burdens and to help us to make sense of the world and 

the events around us.  Reach out to your friends and family, pray with and for them.  

Call on of your fellow Knights if you need some help with some events or problems; let 

your friends share the load and offer to share their burdens. 

Upcoming Events 

I keep thinking that there will be some change in the rules for our response to the 

COVID-19 but there doesn’t seem to be much loosening in Austin and the surrounding 

areas.  We are still not allowed into the Parish Center. 

Planning has started in earnest for the events in the Fall, exploring ways to conduct the 

events under these new conditions.  Please help the committees and planners by  

answering the surveys and requests a they come to you.  If you have some good ideas, 

please share them. 

And again, if you have ideas on activities that support our Knights of Columbus, Parish 

and local communities while following the local social distancing rules, please share 

them with me.  I think that we are all ready to go back to work.  

Email me – bilroberts@hotmail.com.   

 

 

Continued on Page 3 
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the Lord 
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Insurance Agent Report  -  Eddie Mazurek FICF LUTCF 

WHY THE KNIGHTS? 

 

There are many good insurance companies out there. That may come as a surprise com-

ing from someone who makes his living working exclusively with and for the Knights of 

Columbus Insurance, but it is true.  Then why do business with us? 

 

First, I am a brother Knight. I share the same faith and the same hopes for my family 

as you do for yours.  I am a trained professional who knows both the factual and the 

emotional side of the decision.  I am well positioned to help you decide what coverage 

you need within your budget.  I am also aware of the Order’s mission, passed to us by 

Fr. McGivney.  To protect widows and orphans against financial disasters. 

 

Second, the Order itself.  Over all these years, while so many companies have “remade” 

themselves, the Knights of Columbus has stayed true to its mission, stayed expert at its 

core business.  We have been so well managed, yearly we receive the best possible rat-

ings from A. M. Best and Standard and Poor’s. We are one of only 4 companies in 

North America to receive the highest rating from A. M. Best, Standard and Poors, and 

the coveted IMSA designation!   We continue to pay out a great dividend each year. 

(Did you get YOUR share?) 

 

Finally, our products. Ours are as good as any and better than most.  We are  

specialists; we sell life insurance, long term care, disability insurance and annuities, and 

we are good at what we do. 

 

Also, only members and their families are eligible to participate in our products. 

 

Put it all together and I think you will see that while there are a lot of good insurance 

companies out there, there is only one Knights of Columbus! 

 

 

Eddie Mazurek 

512/965-2137 

emazu5@gmail.com 
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Birthdays  

Spencer Allgood 

Donald Archer 

Stephen Boiko 

Ruben Calvino 

Juan Cano 

Robert Castillo 

Tad Druart 

Derek Edward 

Jesus Gonzales 

Kyle Hemmi 

Kevin Jackson 

Jason Jaynes 

Glenn Jorden 

Edward Ledesma 

Christopher Lewis 

Mario Martinez 

Michael Mauel 

Robert Moreno 

Samuel Murff 

Gregory Nelson 

Rayapureddy Pothireddy 

Heath Prince 

John Reinhart 

Stephen Roberts 

Paul Root 

Cody Ross 

Christopher Schroeder 

Eric Valdez 



Family:  John & Glenda Massey 

The Family of the Month for August is the Masseys, 

John and Glenda.  John has been active in the Knights 

of Columbus at both the Council and Assembly,  

serving as Grand Knight and Deputy Grand Knight. 

We count on John to be involved in just about  

everything that we do and his past experience helps 

shape the Council’s future.  He and Glenda support 

Masses by volunteering as Mass Coordinator,  

Extraordinary Minister of Communion and other 

things that need to be done during the pandemic.   

 

Glenda is the newly-elected President of the Knights of 

Columbus Auxiliary and is actively pursuing special 

projects for our Parishioners in assisted living facilities 

and nursing homes. John and Glenda are involved 

Catholics and are a great asset to St. Catherine Parish 

and Knights of Columbus Family.  Thank you both for 

serving the people of St. Catherine of Siena. 

Page 3 Volume 21 Issue 8 

Knight & Family of the Month 

Knight:  John Langan 

John Langan has been an active member of our 

council for several years. He is currently serving as 

Financial Secretary for our Council. Since the be-

ginning of this pandemic, John has been  

instrumental in organizing and scheduling the  

various volunteers for the ministries to allow the 

weekly Masses to proceed in an orderly fashion.  

 

John has also actively participated as an  

Extraordinary Minister of the Holy Eucharist and 

has assisted ushers by filling in where necessary. 

John continues to demonstrate outstanding  

dedication to the parish and our Catholic faith not 

only during the pandemic, just as he has for the 

last several years. Please congratulate John for  

being selected as our Knight of the Month for  

August 2020. 

Remember: 

Call Paul Root at 512.963.9431 or email root_paul@att.net if someone who experiencing a serious health problem to set 

up a call or visit schedule. 

Also, contact our Worthy Chancellor, Paul Root, if you or your loved ones are in need of our supporting prayers. 

Stay in touch with your Brothers, your families and your neighbors. 

Above all else, please keep yourself and your loved ones safe and pray for the victims of the Wuhan Virus.  

I’ll pray louder this time that we will soon be back doing all of the good things that you do. 

Grand Knight’s Report — Continued from Page 1 
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So here we are in the grip of the pandemic still.  Most of us are not attending live masses on Sundays due to the pandemic. 

However, life is continuing despite the pandemic. Maybe not as we expected or had hoped, but it is continuing. 

We are into our 2nd month of the fraternal year now, our fraternal year begins July 1st of each year, and although we are not 

seeing as many people in person as we are used to, we know that there are many good Catholic men who have not joined our 

great organization yet. 

The number one reason men do not join us is that they have never been asked to join. In previous years, a candidate for 

membership needed to go through a information meeting and then wait until we held a first degree ceremony to have them 

officially join the Knights. In current times, a man can go online and join immediately through the Knights.net site. It is so 

easy now to ask someone to join and have them join immediately. Also, now there is no need to wait to go through degree 

ceremonies. Supreme has come out with a “on demand” type of ceremony that we will be utilizing this year, at least until we 

can get back to normal operations and conduct these ceremonies live.  

All in all, it is a great time to ask other Catholic gentlemen to join us? You joined for a reason, all you need to do is tell one of 

your friends, co-workers, or neighbors the reason you joined and invite them to join us. 

Membership—Eddie Mazurek 

2020 Blue Jean and Boots Gala —Eddie Mazurek 

As you can imagine the shape and scope of  the Gala are changing rapidly.   

Please complete the Survey that was emailed from the Gala Committee. 

Be looking for an email with updates. 
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Culture of Life— Criston Klotz 

Statement from Acting President of Planned Parenthood Action Fund announcing their support of Joe Biden 

for President, "This election we have a choice — between Donald Trump, whose incompetence and disregard 

for the law are a danger to us all, and Joe Biden, who is committed to fighting for reproductive health and 

rights for all."  

 

In a video announcing the endorsement, Biden [who claims to be a Catholic] said he supports a woman’s 

“constitutional right to choose” and that he would reverse restrictions on family planning funding put in 

place by the Trump administration and called “gag rules” by opponents. https://thehill.com/policy/

healthcare/502770-planned-parenthood-endorses-biden-for-president 

 

National News 

The United States Supreme Court’s decision in Little Sisters of the Poor Saints Peter and Paul Home v. Pennsylvania, et 

al., and Donald J. Trump, President of the United States, et al. v. Pennsylvania, et al., the court upheld the Trump ad-

ministration’s exemption from President Obama’s HHS Mandate for those with religious or moral objections to the 

Obama administration’s Department of Health and Human Services’ contraception and abortifacient mandate. 

“Today the high court declared that the Trump religious exemption is legal under the terms of both Obamacare and 

RFRA, thus bringing an end, at least for now, to nine years of discrimination against the Little Sisters’ and other reli-

gious non-profits’ right to be free from the coerced provision of contraception and abortifacients. As a result, this deci-

sion is to be applauded,” observed McHale. https://www.thomasmoresociety.org/united-states-supreme-court-upholds-

religious-and-womens-rights-in-little-sisters-of-the-poor-lawsuit/ 

 

[Hyde Amendment and other similar life-affirming laws are under attack by Democratic Party]  “We are disappointed, 

but not surprised, by the radical pro-abortion agenda laid out by Democrats during the appropriations process,” said SBA 

List President Marjorie Dannenfelser. “Democrats seek to eliminate pro-life protections one by one, including the long-

standing Hyde Amendment which has saved more than 2.4 million lives by stopping taxpayer funding of abortion on de-

mand. Look no further than this statement for proof of their agenda. We are grateful that Senate Republicans and Presi-

dent Trump will not let these hostile provisions cross the finish line. https://www.sba-list.org/newsroom 

USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life provides facts illuminating Planned Parenthood’s role in promoting abortions at:  http://

www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/abortion/upload/Planned-Parenthood-fact-sheet.pdf 

 

*USCCB Action Item* 

The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB), along with leaders of many healthcare, bioethics, and pro-life organizations, 

is urging the Trump Administration to make sure that vaccines for COVID-19 are developed ethically and are free from any 

connection to the exploitation of abortion. Sign the USCCB’s petition now! 

https://www.votervoice.net/USCCB/Campaigns/73486/Respond 

 

Texas News 

[Three Texas entities promoting abortion sue to silence pro-life advocates.]  Citizens across the state of Texas are tak-

ing legal action to protect themselves from speech-chilling lawsuits filed by abortion proponents. Attorneys from the 

Thomas More Society are playing offense in the Lone Star State to protect the rights of pro-life advocates in eight sep-

arate counties from as far west as Levelland to as far east as Carthage. The not-for-profit, national public interest law 

firm filed the complaints in Texas’ district courts on July 16, 2020, seeking protections for life-advocating individuals 

against three abortion extremist groups that are actively attempting to silence pro-life speech.  The lawsuits are seek-

ing legal protection of these individuals’ First Amendment rights. The filings were prompted following aggressive at-

tacks by abortion promoters, Afiya Center, Texas Equal Access Fund, and Lilith Fund for Reproductive Equity, who 

sued pro-life advocate Mark Lee Dickson and Right to Life of East Texas in June 2020 for alleged defamation over 

statements that described abortion as “criminal.” https://www.thomasmoresociety.org/texas-citizens-take-preemptive-

legal-action-against-abortion-proponents/?#more-12667 

https://thehill.com/people/donald-trump
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Knights of Columbus 8156 

Charity, Unity & Fraternity 
Important Dates     

Check the Calendar Link Below as schedules are subject to  

frequent change  at this time 

Visit Our Online Calendar for the Latest Updates 

http://kofc8156.org/Calendar.html 
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Grand Knight 

Bill Roberts 
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Chaplain 
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Deputy Grand Knight 

  Steve Dillon 
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Chancellor 

 Paul Root 
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David Sykora 
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Financial Secretary 
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Advocate 

Juan Cano  
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Len Catley  
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Frank Avillar 
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 Al Fulkerson 

Trustee 3 year  

Armand Gagnon 
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Trustee2 Year  

Glenn Jorden 

glenn.jorden@me.com 

Trustee 1 Year 

Juan Tavarez 

Jranrst04@gmail.com  
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