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Next Business Meeting  
      December 1, 2021 

In person  Meeting 7:00pm 
St. Catherine’s Parish Center Johnson Hall      

Grand Knight’s Report — Darrel Vinklarek 

  Yes, we will be resuming our monthly business meetings back in Johnson Hall.  We will also 
follow the meeting with a meal and good conversation.  This has been another tremendous 
month for the council.  We started with the widow’s dinner on November 3. The ladies were 
welcomed and reassured that the Knights will always be there for them.  Everyone enjoyed a 
homemade lasagna dinner prepared by past GK Juan Tavarez.  The ladies were presented with 
flowers as the dinner ended.   
 
The Veteran’s day golf tournament went off smoothly.  There were 82 players across 23 teams. 
There were numerous awards presented for top 3 teams, skills, a $5000 putting hole in one, and 
hole in one car giveaway. Unfortunately there were no winners for either hole in one contest.  
Everyone was served a delicious lunch of pulled pork, sausage and sides, prepared by Knight 
David Lara. The council would like to thank the gold committee for a successful fundraiser 
event.   
 
We had our second monthly men’s breakfast on November 10th. There were 14 gentlemen that 
attended the breakfast.  We also honored 11 veterans in our group.  The council wants to thank 
all veterans who served our country.  I would like to thank member Paul Root for starting the 
breakfast group. I hope it becomes a monthly tradition.   
 
I want to thank Jim Gamblin and the other knights that hosted the RCIA hospitality lunch.  
They did an outstanding job preparing and setting up the lunch.  Brother Knights Bill Roberts 
and Arnold Auzeme and myself, assembled the new 4 rack Cajun fryer.  I have to admit I was 
there mostly for support and to ask them, “how’s it going?”   
 
The corporate communion, held on November 14, had a large turnout of Knights and ladies.  
We all attended the mass, and a group gathered for lunch afterwards.  My wife and I enjoyed 
spending time with a great group of people. 
   
The monthly BBQ on November 21, for The Little Angels Charity went off great.  We would 
like to thank Jason Jaynes, and Bill Roberts for chairing the event.  Thanks to all the Knights 
who helped cook, prepare and clean up afterwards.   
 
Upcoming Events 
 

Continued on Page 3 



Insurance Agent Report  -  Eddie Mazurek FICF LUTCF 

 What special celebrations we have in the month of December!  Our Lady’s 
feast, the feast of the Immaculate Conception when we honor Mary as having 
been conceived without original sin.  What an honor, too, for her mother, St. 
Anne, and father, St. Joachim, to have that blessing, literally the grandparents 
of our Lord!  Then we celebrate Christmas and the Word made flesh who 
dwelled among us.  “For a child is born to us, a son is given to us; upon his 
shoulder dominion rests. They name him Wonder-Counselor, God-
Hero,  Father-Forever, Prince of Peace.” (Isa 9:5) 
I’m sure your family, like mine, has its traditions at Christmas.  There is deco-
rating a tree and the house both inside and out, shopping for that perfect gift, 
and the preparation of the special meal.  Maybe you start the real celebration 
by attending Midnight Mass.  And perhaps this year it will mean a return to a 
houseful of relatives around your Christmas dinner table.  I hope and pray that 
you and your family find peace and joy during this season! 
As we approach the end of the year I want to thank each of you for the trust 
you’ve placed in me.  I have been able to help so many brother Knights and 
their families with the services and products that the Order has available to 
protect Catholic families.  I consider it an honor to be able to serve you as your 
agent.  One way I may be able to serve you better is to make sure you respond 
to the survey that was sent from the Supreme Office recently.  While some snail 
mail is still delayed, you should have received it.  Answering the survey will 
help me serve you better.  If you like convenience you may want to complete 
the survey online.  Please be sure to check your contact information and make 
sure it is correct.  If you have not yet received your survey, please let me know. 
Have a very Merry Christmas!  Let’s be thankful for all the graces and gifts 
that God has blessed us with, especially the gift of his Son! 
 

 

Vivat Jesu!  

Eddie Mazurek, PGK, FICF, LUTCF 

512/965-2137 

emazu5@gmail.com 
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Birthdays  
William Arma a 
Ronald Buys 
Earl Carter 
Eric Churchill 
Ronald Crain 
Steven Daigle 
Charlie Davis 
Trevor De Mar ni 
Mark Eadie 
James Gereszek 
David Gosse  
Chris Grahmann 
Barry Haygood 
Kenneth Kurzawski 
Douglas Lyon 
William Mas n 
Stanley Mostowski 
Steven Myers 
Christopher Nichols 
Guadalupe Pequeno 
Patrick Reinhart 
Victor Reyna 
George Reynes 
Alexander Sanchez 
Thomas Sauceda 
Joseph Silecchia 
Sam Stephens 
Ben Truong 
Joseph Vaz 



Family:  Carl and Cheryl Disher   

Carl and Cheryl are very active in supporting the 
council and supporting the church. They are often in 
the background quietly getting things done. Both are 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion and 
have been for more than 20 years. (Cheryl may be tak-
ing a much-deserved retirement from this ministry). 
On the Knights side of things, they most recently as-
sisted in the running of our Council's Golf tourna-
ment. Both arrived before the crack of dawn and 
worked the whole event. Our thanks to Carl and Cher-
yl for all they do - our very deserving Family of the 
Month!  
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Knight & Family of the Month 

Knight:  Albert Pina   

When you think of golf and the Council, Albert Pina is al-
ways front and center.  For the past nine years he has dedi-
cated his time and talents to helping the Council gain public 
exposure while raising funds for our Charities through its 
annual charity golf tournament.  He kept the tournament 
running when others were ready to give up on it.  Did you 
know Albert and his wife also are heavily involved with oth-
er charitable activities both at St Catherine of Siena and 
throughout Austin?  Other churches and other charitable 
organizations call Albert because they know he will lend a 
helping hand.  When someone needed to volunteer to sell 
Council apparel, Albert volunteered and worked his tail off 
getting his brother knights the items they wanted quickly 
and at the lowest possible cost while maintaining a high-
quality product.  In short, Albert epitomizes what it means 
to be a Knight of Columbus member.  Please congratulate 
him on a job well done.   
 

 

 

On December 1, the Knights will be decorating the outside and inside of St Catherine’s church.  We ask that any member, who 
is not working on that date, please come out. You can spend time with fellow Knights and also help out the council and 
church make this a merry Christmas.  Yes this is also the same day as our business meeting, plan on being there for both.  
 
We will be starting our annual holiday pecan sales the first two weekends of the month of December, after each mass.   I ask 
that you please come out to help with sales, after you have purchased your pecans.   
 
We will continue the poinsettias for council widows. Please call Bob Stuifbergen, if you’re able to help with deliveries. 
 
The big event for December will be the combined Christmas party with St Paul’s council on December 12, at 3pm.  We plan to 
have a full meal of turkey and ham with trimmings. There will be door prizes and maybe a surprise visit from Santa.  Please 
RSVP to the invitation sent or simply sign up on the council website.  We hope to see you and your family there.  
 
We will be doing the St Louise House, chicken BBQ on December 16.  I invite anyone to come out and help cook and spend 
time with fellow Knights. 
 
We will be starting the holiday season and celebrating the birth of our Savior.  Rest assured he is watching over us and keep-
ing us safe.  
 
Have a Happy Thanksgiving, be safe and god bless.  
 
Darrel Vinklarek, Grand Knight 

Grand Knight’s Report — Continued from Page 1 
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 PECANS ARE BACK!!! 

We are selling pecans in the courtyard again this year!  We will be set up for sales after each Mass on the first two weekends in 
December.  You may also order on line just as we did last year and pick up your order on Saturday after 5 PM or on Sunday 
after each Mass. We are working with Berdoll Pecans again this year 
Christmas is approaching and the pecans and pecan candies make good gifts, snacks for parties, and ingredients for all kinds of 
baked goodies and candies.  Additionally, we are offering pies, fruitcakes loaded with pecans, gift tins with Christmas themes as 
well as butters, bars, party platters, pralines and more. 
Please let everyone you know to come to the church on 4 and 5 December then 11 and 12 December to buy pecans and help us 
support our very worthwhile charities. 
For more information, email Bill Roberts – bilroberts@hotmail.com. 

Membership 
This has been a very frustrating year in many ways and recruitment efforts is certainly one of them. I just want to remind all of 
you that, despite not getting together in person, we can still recruit Catholic men into our great organization.  

As of gentle reminder, a person can join online via Knights.net . All they have to do is go to nights.net and fill out the form 
electronically. If they use the code MAZUREK2020, they will not even have to pay their first year’s dues.  

Also, all of you who are still first degree members, if you would like to advance to 3rd degree, you can do this 24/7 online. All we 
need to know is that you would like to advance to 3rd degree. We will send you the link that you can utilize anytime, any time. 

Eddie Mazurek 

Community Actvities -  Council 8156  
The Knights of Columbus Faith in Action has four categories for program to draw us closer to our faith, our family 
and our community.  One of the lesser known programs is the Gobal Wheelcahir Mission. Beginning in 2009 the 
Knights of Columbus have joined with the American Wheelchair Mission and the Canadian Wheelchair Foundation 
tp provide aid to those who lack the freedom of mobility. Our annual budget includes a designated amout to support 
this worthy program.  

This Fraternal Year the Council has four remaining months, January, March, April and May for a Brother Knight to 
step up and support the Wheelchair Mission through a Monthly BBQ.  

Our Monthly BBQ provides an opportunity for Council Members to build fraternity among Brother Knights 
Members.  It also provides the Parishioners of St Catherine’s a chance to support a charity and raises the visibility of 
the Council.  So if you are willing to accept the challenge to be the BBQ Chairman for this charity contact Deputy 
Grand Knight Charlie Davis. There are many of us who have worked the Monthly BBQ who can help you have a 
successful experience. 

Coats for Kids 2021 

The Junior League of Austin sponsors an annual fundraiser to provide a coat to any child in Austin who needs one.  
On Friday, 12 November I had the pleasure of delivering our Council’s contribution to this year’s Coats for Kids 
drive organized by the Junior League of Austin. Their goal this year to distribute 35,00 coats to kids in the Austin 
Area.  To accomplish this goal requires help from the community.  You may sign up for volunteer shifts here: https://
www.jlaustin.org/coats/coats-for-kids-volunteer/  The sorting of the coats will take place at the Junior League 
Headquarters located at 5330 Bluffstone Lane, Austin, Texas 78759. 

Jim Luhrman - Past Grand Knight & Community Director 
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Culture of Life — Respect for Life (and those defending Life) from Conception until Natural death  

 NATIONAL 

My brothers and sisters, our pro-life movement goes beyond just protecting the unborn. It calls for 
advocating for the mother as well — we are called to create a healthy society that serves the human 
person and brings about the flourishing of every human life. November 17, 2021, Abp. José Gomez, 
Archbishop José H. Gomez is the 5th and current Archbishop of Los Angeles (@lacatholics) and the 
President of @USCCB 

 
[In September 2021] The Supreme Court announced that it will hear argument on Dec. 1 [2021] in a challenge to a Mississippi 
law that bans almost all abortions after the 15th week of pregnancy. The case, Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health 
Organization, was already positioned to be one of the highest-profile arguments of the 2021-22 term, because the state had 
specifically asked the court to overrule its landmark decisions in Roe v. Wade and Planned Parenthood v. Casey, holding that 
the Constitution protects the right to have an abortion before the fetus can survive outside the womb. But the spotlight on the 
case became even more intense earlier this month, when the Supreme Court turned down a request to block the enforcement of 
a Texas law that prohibits abortions after the sixth week of pregnancy.  [Follow the Supreme Court’s progress on Dobbs as 
well as other cases here] https://www.scotusblog.com/2021/09/major-abortion-case-set-for-argument-on-dec-1/ 

TEXAS/AUSTIN 
 
I receive the commentary below from the St. John Paul II Life Center, Austin 
[This organization is the recipient of a portion of our Annual Pecan Sales.  Pecan Sales will resume this year the first two 
weeks of December onsite at St. Catherine of Siena Parish.  Buy Pecans and help save lives.] 
Last week, I attended a concert in east Austin. Before the show started, I found this sticker in the women's bathroom.  
 
"Need to be un-pregnant?". That one short sentence told me all I needed to know.  
Curious about what this brand had to say, I visited the website displayed on the sticker. I learned that "Plan C" is another 
term for abortion pills, and this site serves to direct women to this type of abortion - including risky self-managed abortions 
performed at home. The site also provides disheartening misinformation about chemical abortion, claiming the pills to be 
"safer than Tylenol" and comparing the procedure to a light period.  
All it took was one bathroom break at a concert venue to find abortion at my fingertips. This is exactly how the abortion 
industry is targeting young women [especially in disadvantaged neighborhoods and college campuses]. Plan C is the latest 
trend in abortion advocacy - and it has spread like wildfire since the enactment of the life-saving Texas Heartbeat Act. Who 
knows how many thousands of other young women like me have been exposed to this deceptive advertising?  
Pregnant women deserve better. Now is the time to let mothers know there is real help for them out there - real support, real 
compassion, real love. By supporting the JPII Life Center, you can aid our efforts in being the first point of contact for women 
facing unexpected pregnancy - such as countering the Plan C ads with life-affirming stickers directing women to our center. 
Cassie Guardiola, Marketing Specialist, JPII Life Center 

 



4800 Convict Hill Rd 
Austin, Tx 78749 

 

Knights of Columbus 8156 

Charity, Unity & Fraternity 
10/29/21 - Please pray for Brother Knight, Jim O'Brien who is having 
surgery on Monday, November 1st. 

11/3/21 - Our condolences to Brother Knight Bill Esker, as we just 
learned of his mother's passing on Monday (Nov 1st) Night.   

11/4/21 - Please pray for Joanne Duffy.  Joanne's husband, Brother 
Knight Jim Duffy, passed away nearly 8 years ago. Joanne is a KOCA 
member and has been active in many ministries, including the Abiding 
Love Food Bank, Krafty Ladies, and Grief Support.   

11/5/21 - Please pray for Linda Hesselbrock, wife of Brother Knight Bob 
Hesselbrock.  Linda will be admitted to St. David North Austin Hospital 
on Monday the 8th for several days of tests.   

11/8/21 - We pray on the passing of Brother Knight, Dick Carbin and for 
Danny, son of Dick Carbin has he mourns. 

11/15/21 - Please keep prayers for Isabel Cano, wife of Brother Knight, 
Juan Cano as she will face surgery tomorrow (11/16/21).   

Worthy Chancellor, Craig O’Brien offered a prayer for all.  
 

Check the Calendar Link Below as schedules are subject to  
frequent change  at this time 

Visit Our Online Calendar for the Latest Updates 
http://kofc8156.org/Calendar.html 

 

Grand Knight 
Darrel J Vinklarek  
darrelv82@gmail.com  

Chaplain 
Fr. Ray (Rayapureddy) 

Deputy Grand Knight 
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Craig L O'Brien  
craig.obrien@tlc.texas.gov  
Recorder 
David Sykora 
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Financial Secretary 
John Langan 
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Treasurer  
Eddie Mazurek 
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Advocate  
Juan M Cano   
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Bob Stuifebergen  

Warden 
James D Gamblin  

Inside Guard 
Joshua L Saldivar  
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 Al Fulkerson 

Trustee 3 year  
Billy J Roberts  
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