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Next Business Meeting  
October 5th, 2022

In-Person Meeting 7:00pm 
St. Catherine’s Parish Hall 2nd Floor

Grand Knight’s Report — Darrel Vinklarek 

Hello Brother Knight’s, September was a very busy month for events. We started off by 
having our blood drive on September 10th chaired by Trustees Glenn Jorden. We 
understand we had over 20 Knight’s and ladies donate this time. This is such an easy 
way to do a lifesaving act for everyone in need. Please consider signing up next time you 
get a chance. The Food drive chaired by Knight Ken Kurawski for the Abiding Love 
food bank was another great success. I would like to thank all my Brother Knight’s who 
were out there each Sunday afternoon helping collect drive-up donations. A special 
thanks also to the parish community for donating food and funds to the drive. The 
Brother’s breakfast was held on September 14th. This is a great event, and I want to 
thank Knight Paul Root for organizing it each month.

The Boot’s and Jeans Gala was held on September 16th. I first would like to thank the 
Gala committee for organizing this tremendous event. We cannot know what goes into 
setting up this event unless you are on the committee. They outdid themselves this year 
with the all the prizes that were given out. The silent auction had so many items to bid 
on it took a while just to get through them all. I want to thank anyone who may have 
stepped up to outbid me. I was able to get a few items for myself. The food was great as 
always. The best part for me was spending time and talking to everyone there. This is 
such a great event and look forward to next year.

The monthly BBQ chaired by Knight Ben Truong on September 18th for St. Mary’s 
House went off smoothly and we had another great month of sales. This was the second 
cooking with Grand Knight BBQ. I want to thank the 16 Knight’s who were there to 
help. It takes a lot of work to load the pit, wrap and prepare the food and sale the BBQ 
after each mass. I found that there is no better way to spend time with my fellow 
knight’s. If you have not been out in a while or ever helped, consider signing up for this 
coming month. You don’t even have to sign-up, just come out to the back parking lot or 
go behind the sales counter after each mass to help. 

Upcoming events

On October 8th, we will be holding our Columbus Day and Corporate Communion 
Celebration. We will start off by attending the 5:00pm mass as a group. We will be 
sitting in front of the choir section. We will then proceed to the parish hall for a 
delicious meal and great conversation. As I noted in the email to please RSVP how 
many will be attending from your family. We need a count for the meal. We will also be 
needing volunteers to help cook, set up tables, and clean up afterwards. Please RSVP 
with me on attendance or helping to prepare for the celebration. ...Continued on Page 3
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Eddie Mazurek, PGK, FICF, LUTCF 
(512) 965 - 2137
emazu5@gmail.com

Prolife or Not? 

In my 32 years as an agent for the Knights of Columbus, I have talked to thousands of 

members and their spouses. One thing I always try to stress is our Catholic faith and 

how it fits into our insurance program.  I point out that not one penny of your insurance 

premium with the K of C will be used to go against our Catholic beliefs and values.

Commercial insurance companies look for the best return on their investments because 

they have stockholders to report to and many invest in the medical field. While that 

may not seem too bad, most of the medical field promotes and funds things such as 

abortions, stem cell research, etc. Things that we, practicing Catholics, stand against 

they are supporting. By paying premiums to commercial companies, you, by default, 

are also participating in them.

A client of mine, here in Austin is very supportive with prolife issues.  He had a policy 

with the Knights of Columbus and decided to go with a different company because a 

friend was selling life insurance for them. When I asked if he was 100% sure that his 

friend’s company was not investing in things which go against our Catholic beliefs and 

values (especially abortions), he said that was ok because he was helping his friend out. I 

just shook my head and wondered quietly how we as Catholic’s respond when our values 

are challenged. 

While I don’t want to make anyone upset, I do want to let everyone know you have a 

choice when it comes to protecting your family. You can rest assured knowing that the 

Knights of Columbus have not and will not invest in the medical field because you never 

know what you may be supporting.

Something to think about - the K of C donates millions of dollars each year to support 

our Catholic faith and churches. If you don’t have your coverage with the Knights, ask 

your current provider how much they donated to support our Catholic churches and out 

faith.  If they are unable to give you an answer or you don’t like what you hear, please 

give me a call.



Family: Carolyn and Glenn Jordan

Please join me in congratulating Carolyn and Glenn Jordan as family 
of the month. Carolyn and Glenn have been outstanding members of 
St Catherine’s parish in for many years.

The past several months they both worked tirelessly on the Blue 
Jeans and Boots Gala.   This Gala provides KOC 8156 with a 
significant part of our annual income.  Without this income KOC 
8156 would not be able to support the numerous charities we 
support.    So let’s all give Carolyn and Glenn our hearth felt Thank 
You for all their support and dedicated work support all of us.

We hope Carolyn and Glenn will be around to support KOC 8156 for 
many years.
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Knight & Family of the Month 

Knight:  Joshua Saldivar 

It is with great honor that I announce Joshua Saldivar 
as Knight of the Month for October. Josh has been a 
member of the St Catherine parish since 2004. Josh 
became a Knight in 2016, right after graduating from 
High School. He has been a very active member of our 
Council. Josh took over as editor of the Council 
Newsletter last year. He has been doing a tremendous 
job since taking over. The Newsletter has never looked 
more professional. Josh is always first to volunteered 
for Council events. He was on the founding car show 
committee. He was instrumental in obtaining sponsors 
for the show. Josh was also involved in setting up the 
advertisement. When the show arrived he was in the 
front parking lot greeting people as they entered the 
show. There are few Council events that Josh is not 
directly involved in. Josh has served as a Guard on the 
Council Officer’s team.  Josh is an invaluable member 
of this Council. Please join me in congratulating Joshua 
Saldivar as the Knight of the month.

Grand Knight’s Report — Continued from Page 11 
Upcoming events:

We will be having our monthly BBQ for Coats for Kids in October chaired by David Sykora and myself. As I said before to 
just come on out to assist with the early morning cooking, preparing for the sales, or to help with sales and clean up. 

We will be hosting a combined council Exemplification on October 27th at 7:00pm in the parish hall. Brothers, there has 
never been a better time to sponsor a family member, friend, or someone you may know who may want to be a Knight. The 
ceremony will begin at 7:00pm which takes around 30 minutes. We will then be serving a meal for all the guests. Please 
remember the candidate’s family can attend the ceremony. 

We will be having our Widows Dinner on November 2nd before our Business Meeting. We will be serving our beloved widows 
a meal and honoring them. This is an event you do not want to miss and be there for our widows. 

We will also be doing our annual pecan sales in November and December. I also wanted to let everyone know that we will be 
hosting a Christmas party on December 3rd in the parish hall. We will be releasing more information on all the events as they 
get closer.

As you see the Council will be very busy in the coming months. We do need everyone to help assist in the events to make 
them all successful. Brothers please sign-up when we put out the emails for assistance.

Be safe and God Bless,

Darrel Vinklarek
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Council 8156 Culture of Life - John Filion

Culture of Life

The ‘40 Days For Life’ vigil started on September 28 and continues until November 6.  It’s not too 

late to sign up at https://www.centraltexascoalition.com/ if interested.  This vigil provides a peaceful 

prayer presence in front of abortion clinics and clinics that refer for abortions.  In Austin, there are 

five clinics that refer mothers for abortions.  In addition to providing a peaceful prayer presence, 

volunteers can be trained to provide information on helpful resources for women in crisis 

pregnancies, and also to provide resources to people who regret their abortions or to abortion 

workers who are looking to get out of that type of work.  There are still many empty hours on the 

schedule, so your participation is greatly appreciated.

If you find yourself in a situation where you want to offer assistance information for someone facing 

a crisis pregnancy, but you think they might shy away from an overtly Catholic resource center such 

as the John Paul II Life Center, the John Paul II Life Center also offers services through an 

alternative program, “Free Pregnancy Help TX”.  You can find their services at https://

freepregnancyhelptx.com/.  Also, as a reminder, the John Paul II Life Center will hold their annual 

GALA on Saturday, October 30.  More details can be found on their website (https://

www.jpiilifecenter.org/events/ ).

The midterm elections are rapidly approaching in November.  If you would like to know where the 

local candidates stand on the issue of life, you can view the Pro-Life Voter Guide put out by the 

Texas Alliance for Life.  The guide can be found here: https://www.texasallianceforlife.org/voter-

guide/.  The Texas Alliance for Life will hold their annual benefit dinner on Saturday October 8 at 

the Hilton Austin.

John Filion
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Blue Jeans and Boots Gala - Gala Wrap Up - Eddie Mazurek

GALA WRAP UP

On behalf of the Blue Jeans and Boots committee, I just want to say thank you to 
all of you who helped make this year’s gala a success. While we are still 
reconciling income, we feel it was a great success because so many of you came to 
our aid and helped in some way make this year’s gala successful.

I forgot to introduce this year’s committee at gala, so I will recognize them now.

Tad and Nancy Druart 

Randy and Cathy Schreiber

Glenn and Carolyn Jorden 

Bob Stuifbergen

Bo and Kay Stubbs

Wilma and Oscar Martinezz 

Bill Roberts

Mary Mazurek

If you see any of these people., please tell them thank you for their commitment to 
the gala. 

Thanks,

Eddie Mazurek
(512) 965 - 21377
emazu5@gmail.com
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Food Drive Thank You - Ken Kurzawski

The recent food drive to support Abiding Love Lutheran Church's food pantry resulted in 3,180 lbs. of 

food and non-food items being collected over the 2-week food drive. This enabled the food pantry to 

serve 305 households or a total of 1,266 individuals. Every Monday, they give out approximately 2,000 

lbs. of shelf stable items to our neighbors. Thanks to everyone who participated in this much-needed 

effort by contributing items, shuttling food from our church to Abiding Love, and assisting with the 

two, Sunday afternoon food collections.

Any questions or need anything else, please let me know.

Thanks,

Ken Kurzawski

Food Drive Coordinator
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Pecan Sale - Bill Roberts

PECANS ARE BACK!!!

We are selling pecans in the courtyard again this year!  We will be set up for sales after each Mass on 

the first two weekends in both November and December.  You may also order on line just as we did 

last year and pick up your order on Saturday after 5 PM or on Sunday after each Mass. We are 

working with Berdoll Pecans again this year.

Thanksgiving is approaching and the pecans and pecan candies make good snacks for parties, and 

ingredients for all kinds of baked goodies and candies.  Additionally, we are offering pies, fruitcakes 

loaded with pecans, gift tins with Texas themes (Christmas themes also since Christmas follows soon) 

as well as butters, bars, party platters, pralines and more.

Please let everyone you know to come to the church on 5-6, 12-13 November and 3-4, 10-11 December 

to buy pecans and help us support our very worthwhile charities.  Tips on on-line orders and credit 

card payments, plus cash donations will support the John Paul II Life Center.

For more information, email Bill Roberts – bilroberts@hotmail.com.

Bill Roberts
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Knights of Columbus Charities: Ukraine Solidarity Fund 

CHARITY:  UKRAINE SOLIDARITY FUND 

PROVIDESS:  TEMPORARY SHELTER, FOOD, MEDICAL SUPPLIES, CLOTHING, ETC. 

DONATION:   100%  WILL GO TO HELPING DISPLACED PEOPLE. 

MATCH:  KOC SUPREME COUNCIL WILL MATCH UP TO $500,000 FOR EVERY DOLLAR DONATED*
 ** For a limited time only!!!

Brother Knights, 

The situation in Ukraine is dire and worsening. The people of Ukraine, and our brother Knights and their families in that 

nation, need our help. 

I call upon all Knights to join me in praying for peace in Ukraine, and especially for the safety of our more than 1,800 

brother Knights and their families who suddenly face the danger of war. Please also join me in responding to the 

recent appeal of Pope Francis to join him in prayer and fasting for Ukraine on Ash Wednesday, March 2. 

In addition to our prayers, the Knights of Columbus Supreme Council has committed $1.5 million for immediate distribution 

to support Ukrainian refugees, including Ukrainian Knights and their families. We will be working with our councils in 

Poland as well as the Latin and Greek Catholic Churches in Ukraine to provide humanitarian assistance. 

Knights of Columbus Charities has launched the Ukraine Solidarity Fund for this purpose, and the Supreme Council will 

match all funds up to $500,000. Please prayerfully consider contributing to this effort. For additional information about the 

Knights of Columbus Ukraine Solidarity Fund and how to donate, please visit here:  

Let me conclude with the words I addressed to our brother Knights in Ukraine in a video message to them: “In this time of 

intense danger, know that your brother Knights of Columbus around the world are praying for you, your families and all the 

people of Ukraine. We ask that our Lord protect you and your loved ones and restore peace in your land. We ask that He 

give you strength and courage to persevere.” You can view the entire video message here. 

Fraternally, 

Patrick E. Kelly 

Supreme Knight

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2022-02/pope-announces-2-march-as-day-of-prayer-and-fasting-for-ukraine.html
https://www.kofc.org/secure/en/donate/ukraine.html?utm_source=A360&utm_medium=SK%20Message&utm_campaign=Ukraine%20Fund
https://bit.ly/35pUxOo


4800 Convict Hill Rd. 
Austin, Tx  78749 

Knights of Columbus 8156 

Charity, Unity & Fraternity 

Prayer List - Sept. 8, 2022 to Sept. 30, 2022

9/08/22 - Please pray for Brother Mario Chavez suffering from a sciatic nerve in his leg.

9/08/22 - Please pray for Sister Loretta Gioia suffering from Covid-19.

9/08/22 - Please pray for Brother Glenn Dobmeier suffering from Covid-19.

9/11/22 - Please pray for Juan Cano's wife, Isabel, in the hospital for diagnosis and evaluation

9/12/22 - Please continue praying for Isabel Cano, scheduled for surgery soon -in critical condition 

9/13/22 - Please pray for Wilma Martinez's brother taken to hospice.

9/14/22 - Please continue praying for Isabel Cano scheduled for more surgeries.

9/17/22 - Please continue praying for Glenn Dobmeier suffering from effects of Covid-19.

9/18/22 - Please pray for Marilyn Ward's brother-in-law, Charles Rigby, suffering from stroke 

9/21/22 - Please pray for Brother David Dillion for upcoming appointment with specialist

9/22/22 - Please continue praying for David Dillion diagnosed with cancer.

9/26/22 - Please continue praying for Isabel Cano recovering from being in ICU

9/28/22 - Please pray for My Van-Dinh's niece who is in the hospital 

9/29/22 - Please pray for Linda's mother-in-law, Mary Lou Smith, suffering from cancer

9/30/22 - Please continue praying for My Van-Dinh's niece recovering from stay in hospital

5/24/22 - Please continue praying for Uvalde, TX

2/24/22 - Please continue praying for all Ukrainian people suffering from war.

Grand Knight 
Darrel J Vinklarek 
darrelv82@gmail.com 

Chaplain 
Fr. Ray (Rayapureddy) 

Deputy Grand Knight

Charlie V Davis 
charliedavis42@gmail.com 

Chancellor
Craig L O’Brien 
craig.obrientlc.texas.gov 

Recorderecorder 
David Sykora 
dsykora@austin.rr.com 

Financial Secretary 
John Langan 
johnnyl_tx@yahoo.com 

Treasurerer  
Eddie Mazurek 
emazu@gmail.com 

Advocatete 
Juan M Cano 

Lecturer [Appointed] 
Bob Stuifebergen  

Wardenden 
James D Gamblin 

Inside Guard
Joshua L Saldivar 

Outside Guardd 
Al Fulkerson 

Trustee Year 3
Bill Roberts 

Trustee Year 2 
Armand Gagnon 
argagnon@att.net 

Trustee Year 1 
Glenn Jorden 
glenn.jorden@me.com  

mailto:smdillon2005@yahoo.com
mailto:root_paul@att.net
mailto:dsykora1@austin.rr.com
mailto:johnnyl_tx@yahoo.com
mailto:emazu5@gmail.com
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