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Next Business Meeting  
May 4, 2022

In-Person Meeting 7:00pm 
St. Catherine’s Parish Center Johnson Hall 2nd Floor

Mass at 6:30 in the small chapel

Grand Knight’s Report — Darrel Vinklarek 

Hello brother Knights, I hope you and your family had a great Easter holiday. We had 
another busy month. We started with a Men’s Retreat on April 9th. This was an 
outstanding and needed retreat before entering the Holy Week. It reminded me for the 
need of prayer in our lives. I want to thank Chairmen Greg Thomas, Jason Jaynes and 
Paul Root for putting on the event.

We completed the Friday Lenten fish fry dinners. Thanks to Jim Gamblin and all the 
volunteers who donated so much of their time to put on this 6 week event. This was the 
first time the Council attempted the Lenten meal fish fry and I can only say everyone 
did a great job. 

The food drive chaired by Glenn Jorden and Ken Kurzawski was another great success. 
The drive again collected thousands of pounds of food. I would also like to thank all the 
Knights and ladies who were there to help transport and collect the food. We could have 
never pulled off the event without you.

The Easter Egg Hunt was an outstanding event as usual. We did not do a count, but it 
seemed we had over 100 children show up to participate. Thanks to Juan Tavarez for 
being there as the Easter bunny. We had 27 volunteers who signed in to help set up the 
event. Thanks also to the Knights who switched out the crosses in the church. This was 
not an easy task due to the weight of the cross.

The monthly BBQ chaired by Paul Root and Craig O’Brien for the ACTS scholarship 
went off smooth. We had 16 Knights sign in to help load the pit, cook and distribute the 
delicious BBQ. This was the first time we were able to sell in the court yard in about 2 
years. It was apparent that our parish was hungry for the BBQ, as we sold out of 
everything except a few tenderloins. We look forward to providing great food in the 
months and years to come to raise funds for our worthy charities.

Upcoming events:
We will be hosting our wife’s appreciation dinner on May 7th   at  6:00pm in the parish 
hall for the ladies of our Council. We can never thank these ladies enough for all the 
support and time they give us. We need Knights to be there to help cook, serve and cook 
up after the event. Please contact Eddie Mazurek or John Tavarez if you are able to 
help. ...Continued on Page 3



Insurance Agent Report  -  Eddie Mazurek FICF LUTCF 

Blessed Michael McGivney founded the Knights of Columbus 140 years ago with two 
purposes in mind: To strengthen men in their faith and to provide for the widow and 
orphan if the breadwinner died or could not work.  Our Order continues his mission 
today.  That two-pronged approach to the young Catholic men of New Haven, 
Connecticut was important then and even though much has changed in our society 
since 1882, I believe that approach is important now.  I am honored and blessed to be a 
part of continuing that mission.  

While we work together to strengthen our brother Knights in their faith, I am able to 
work to secure the future for those who are left behind.  For those who know me and 
the indispensable work I do for our members, you already have a good idea of how I do 
that work.  But I’d like to take a minute to explain my approach.

My approach is to help members solve problems.  The most important thing I can do 
for you is listen:  listen to what you want to accomplish, listen to what keeps you up at 
night, listen to the plans you have for you and your family’s future.  And the first step 
is to take stock of where a family is at the present…a snapshot of this time in your life.  
The Order has equipped me with a financial needs analysis platform to help you take 
that snapshot.  We plug in the numbers and it does the calculations, taking any bias 
out of the process.  

If your analysis shows there are gaps, we can discuss how to fill those gaps. We have a 
wide range of life insurance products that can be tailored to your needs if that is where 
the gap is.  We have fixed rate annuities that are designed for retirement savings. 
Long-term care insurance and disability income insurance can provide peace of mind 
for the unexpected that life throws at us.

Stepping back and taking stock is not a difficult process and I try to make it as easy as 
possible.  I can meet with you face to face or if you prefer, we can meet virtually.  My 
goal is to fulfill Fr. McGivney’s mission of taking care of every member and his family 
in this council.  But I want to further his legacy and offer membership to every man 
eligible in the parish.  His goal was to protect Catholic families…that’s my goal, too.

Even if you have a financial planner, take advantage of the Knights of Columbus needs 
analysis platform. I promise it would be worth your time to get a second opinion.

Vivat Jesus!
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Birthdays 

Degree ceremony – May 24th

All, we will be hosting a degree ceremony at 7:00 PM on Tuesday, May 24th at St. 
Catherine’s. 

I share this with you for a few reasons.

Number one, if you are still a first-degree member, this is a great way to get all your other 
degrees at one time. This new ceremony only takes about 30 minutes to complete. Best of 
all, your family and friends are invited (and encouraged) to attend this ceremony. We will 
have a meal after ceremony so that we can socialize with you and your family. We ask 
that you arrive between 6:30 – 6:45, so we can get you registered.

Number two, this will be a great time to invite someone to join our council and get them 
into our council. If you know someone who would make a great Knight, please have them 
go to Knights.net and sign up. If they use the code EMAZUREK. It has to be in all caps. 
They will be able to join at no cost ...Continued on Page 3

. 

Eddie Mazurek, PGK, FICF, LUTCF 

512/965-2137 

emazu5@gmail.com 

Membership -  Eddie Mazurek 
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Membership — Continued from Page 1

We will be having a Corporate Communion on Saturday May 21st at the 5pm mass. We will then meet in the parish hall for a 
social and great meal prepared by the Knights.

On May 24th, we will be hosting a combined Council exemplification at 7pm in St Catherine hall. We have a number of 
candidates who have registered on line who we hope will be earning their degree. This is also a reminder for any Knight still 
needing to earn their 2nd and 3rd degree to attend the 30 minute ceremony. We want to let everyone know that your family is 
welcome to attend the special event and be there when you earn your 3rd degree status. We will be serving a delicious meal 
afterwards.

As everyone can see the Council is coming out of the pandemic at full speed. Please remember to check the website for all 
upcoming events. We hope to see everyone at most or all of the planned events.

Be safe and God Bless

Darrel Vinklarek Grand Knight

Grand Knight’s Report — Continued from Page 1 

Number three, if you are a third-degree Knight already and have not seen the new ceremony, we invite you to attend and see 
how this ceremony is conducted versus when you made your third degree. It is a completely different ceremony than in years 
past. Also, please invite your family to attend so they can see how this ceremony is done.
If you have any questions, please let me know. Hope to see you on the 24th!

Eddie Mazurek
Membership chair

Wives' Dinner — Eddie Mazurek

Just a quick reminder that our annual wives appreciation dinner is Saturday, May 7th. If your wife has not rsvp’ed, please 
have her contact me ASAP so we can get her on the list. It is imperative that we have an exact number of attendees to insure 
we have enough food etc. for everyone. Social will start at 6:00 PM and dinner will begin at 6:30. For the newer members (or 
for any who has not attended this in the past), this is a night for the ladies only. We, the men, will do everything from set up 
to cooking to clean up. We just want our wives to know how much they are appreciated by the council,

We still need some more members to step up to help by either preparing meal, serving the meal and cleaning up. Please 
contact me if you would like to help. Just to clarify to all, only the ladies will be seated and served. The purpose of any male 
that might be helping will be to serve, prepare or clean up, except for Fr. Ray who will be there as our chaplain.

Eddie Mazurek, PGK, FICF, LUTCF 

512/965-2137 

emazu5@gmail.com 

2022 -2023 Budget — Eddie Mazurek
We held our annual budget planning meeting in April and have come up with a proposed budget for next fraternal year. At 
the May meeting, I will present the proposed budget to the council. This is for presentation only to give you an idea on what 
the committee came up with. Budget will again be presented at June meeting and voted on at that time.

Eddie Mazurek, PGK, FICF, LUTCF 

512/965-2137 

emazu5@gmail.com 



Family: Greg & Stephanie Nelson

Congratulations to our Family of the Month: Greg and 
Stephanie Nelson. Greg has been ushering at Mass and 
Stephanie has been an Extraordinary Minister of Holy 
Communion (at Mass and home visits) for longer most of us 
can remember. Stephanie also leads prayers before Mass. 
Greg and Stephanie lead the prison ministry, which has now 
been reactivated after a Covid shutdown. Both are active in 
The Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem. 
Greg and Stephanie helped with the Lenten Fish Fry. Greg 
is a Past Grand Knight and a Former District Deputy. 
When you see them, please congratulate them and thank 
them for their support of the church and the council. 
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Knight & Family of the Month 

Attending college full time next fall? Have you been involved in the church and / or community over the last 4 
years? Knights of Columbus Council 8156 has scholarships available to members of St. Catherine’s and 
members of our Knights’ council. Go to kofc8156.org for an application. Full rules and deadlines are in the 
application.

Johnny Langan
Financial Secretary
Knights of Columbus 8156

Scholarship — John Langan

Knight: Stanley Mostowski

Please congratulate Stanley Mostowski as Knight of the 
month. Stan and his family have been members of St 
Catherine parish for about 2 and half years. Stan joined 
the Knights in 2003 and became a Sir Knight in 2005. 
Stan and his wife have been married for 40 years this 
June.  They have one son. Stan is an  member of the 
Amigos Club and also serves as a Eucharist Minister. 
Stan and Julie attended the last Corporate Communion 
and enjoy the company of our Knights family at the 
lunch afterwards. Stan was there each week working in 
the serving line at each Lenten meal event. Stan was 
also at the Easter egg hunt helping the Council set up. 
Stan quietly donates his time to many of our events 
never asking for credit. This is what a Knight does. We 
are glad and proud to have Stan as a member of our 
Council.

Please join in and congratulate Stan Mostowski as 
Knight of the month.
. 
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Communities Activities - Jim Luhrman 

Baseball Fan Brother Knights 

Knights at the Diamond return this year!  On Wednesday, June 29, the Round Rock Express will meet the 

Las Vegas Aviators at the Dell Diamond at 7:05 PM.  Tickets will be available at a reduced price directly 

from the Express. If you are interested contact Jim Luhrman, Community Director and Past Grand Knight. 

Jim Luhrman 

512-422-5056

Onetop66@austin.rr.com

Knights of Columbus: March BBQ 

CHARITY:   

ORDERS:     

PICKUP:     

LOCATION: 

SCOUT TROOPS 448

ORDER ONLINE BY SUNDAY 9:00 P.M. 05/08/2022 - https://kofc8156.org/bbq

********  ALSO PURCHASE THE DAY OF BBQ IN THE COURTYARD  (until sold out) *******

MAY 15th BETWEEN 9:00-11:00 AM 

St. Catherine of Siena Courtyard

To all St. Catherine Parishioners,  

Your Knights of Columbus Council is continuing our monthly BBQ on every 3rd Sunday of the month. We will smoke 

chickens, turkey legs, pork tenderloin, pork ribs, and sausage.     

This months charity is Scout Troops 448

**  If you wish to make a direct donation you may do so by leaving a tip when you pay.  Cash donations are always accepted 

during pick up as well.   

***ALL DONATIONS GO DIRECTLY TO THE CHARITY! 

 Order BBQ Here: https://kofc8156.org/bbq  

 You can also call either:  Bill Roberts - 512.940.4800 or Larry Odom 512.963.4437

Please share this with everyone!  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT!! 

**** Want to get involved? BECOME A KNIGHT: https://kofc8156.org/ **** 

https://kofc8156.org/bbq
https://saintlouisehouse.org/
https://kofc8156.org/bbq
https://kofc8156.org/
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Culture of Life— Criston Klotz 

NATIONAL NEWS 

“TIME TO LOOK FOR A NEW CREDIT CARD COMPANY. “ March 16 (Reuters) - Citigroup Inc (C.N) 
has started covering travel expenses for employees who go out of state for abortions because of newly 
enacted restrictions in Texas and other places, becoming the first major U.S. bank to make that 
commitment.

The new policy is "in response to changes in reproductive healthcare laws in certain states in the U.S.," 
the bank said late on Tuesday in a public filing ahead of its annual shareholders meeting in April.  The 
filing said the travel benefits are "to facilitate access to adequate resources" and did not specifically 
mention abortion. Citi will cover transportation and lodging for employees who need to leave states such 
as Texas for abortions, according to a person familiar with the matter….

Several states with Republican-led legislatures are passing new abortion limits in anticipation that the 
U.S. Supreme Court will likely undercut constitutional abortion protections this year. read more

In Texas, the public can sue anyone who helps women get abortions after six weeks. The number of 
abortions in Texas dropped by some 60% within the first month after the law took effect on Sept. 1, 
according to state health department data….

While Citigroup does not have consumer bank branches in Texas, it has institutional businesses there 
and has long employed thousands of Texans in large offices handling data.

TEXAS NEWS

          FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
          April 26, 2022

• New Orleans, LA -- Today the 5th Circuit Court of Appeals ordered a lower court to "dismiss all
challenges to the private endorsement provision of the Texas Heartbeat Act."

The following statement can be attributed to Texas Alliance for Life's executive director Dr. Joe
Pojman:

• The Texas Heartbeat Act remains in effect after the 5th Circuit Court of Appeals sent the Whole
Woman's Health v. Jackson lawsuit back to the district court with instructions to dismiss all
challenges to the private enforcement provisions of the law.

This represents a substantial pro-life victory for Texas in federal courts led by Attorney General
Ken Paxton.

The Heartbeat Act has resulted in a 50% drop in reported abortions. Nevertheless, the abortion
industry still thrives in Texas, with all 23 abortion facilities remaining in operation and abortions
performed at the rate of 27,000 per year.

We look forward to a ruling by the Supreme Court in June that could potentially overturn Roe v.
Wade. If that happens, another law, the Human Life Protection Act, will go into effect, completely
protecting unborn babies from abortion beginning at conception.

AUSTIN NEWS.  Texas Alliance for Life has their Walk for Life on Saturday, June 18, at six locations in 
North and South Austin, Cedar Park, Georgetown, Harker Heights, and (for the first time) San Marcos. 
Or you can walk on your own anytime and anywhere. Register as a Walker or support a Walker. Visit 
our website for details or contact Lance Peterson at 512.477.1244 or lance@texasallianceforlife.org.
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Knights of Columbus Charities: Ukraine Solidarity Fund 

CHARITY:  UKRAINE SOLIDARITY FUND 

PROVIDESS:  TEMPORARY SHELTER, FOOD, MEDICAL SUPPLIES, CLOTHING, ETC. 

DONATION:   100%  WILL GO TO HELPING DISPLACED PEOPLE. 

MATCH:      KOC SUPREME COUNCIL WILL MATCH UP TO $500,000 FOR EVERY DOLLAR DONATED 

Brother Knights, 

The situation in Ukraine is dire and worsening. The people of Ukraine, and our brother Knights and their families in that 

nation, need our help. 

I call upon all Knights to join me in praying for peace in Ukraine, and especially for the safety of our more than 1,800 

brother Knights and their families who suddenly face the danger of war. Please also join me in responding to the 

recent appeal of Pope Francis to join him in prayer and fasting for Ukraine on Ash Wednesday, March 2. 

In addition to our prayers, the Knights of Columbus Supreme Council has committed $1.5 million for immediate distribution 

to support Ukrainian refugees, including Ukrainian Knights and their families. We will be working with our councils in 

Poland as well as the Latin and Greek Catholic Churches in Ukraine to provide humanitarian assistance. 

Knights of Columbus Charities has launched the Ukraine Solidarity Fund for this purpose, and the Supreme Council will 

match all funds up to $500,000. Please prayerfully consider contributing to this effort. For additional information about the 

Knights of Columbus Ukraine Solidarity Fund and how to donate, please visit here:  

Let me conclude with the words I addressed to our brother Knights in Ukraine in a video message to them: “In this time of 

intense danger, know that your brother Knights of Columbus around the world are praying for you, your families and all the 

people of Ukraine. We ask that our Lord protect you and your loved ones and restore peace in your land. We ask that He 

give you strength and courage to persevere.” You can view the entire video message here. 

Fraternally, 

Patrick E. Kelly 

Supreme Knight 

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2022-02/pope-announces-2-march-as-day-of-prayer-and-fasting-for-ukraine.html
https://www.kofc.org/secure/en/donate/ukraine.html?utm_source=A360&utm_medium=SK%20Message&utm_campaign=Ukraine%20Fund
https://bit.ly/35pUxOo


4800 Convict Hill Rd 

Austin, Tx 78749 

Knights of Columbus 8156 

Charity, Unity & Fraternity 

Prayer List Mar. 25, 2022 to April 23, 2022
3/30/22 -  Prayers for Brother Knight, Hugh and Pat Bryars. Both are currently in the 
hospital.  Efforts are being made to get Hugh moved to a skilled nursing facility where he 
can get the necessary therapy to build his leg muscles for proper balance and to prevent 
falls.  Pat is not feeling well and is having trouble holding down her food which is causing 
her numbers to drop.

3/31/22 - Prayers for our Brother Knight, Larry Odom's brother, Byron Odom who will 
be having heart surgery very soon to replace his aortic valve and parts of his aorta.  

3/31/22 - Prayers for our Sister Knight, Reina Tova, who is currently in ICU.    

3/31/22 - For those of you who worked the annual fair at St. Catherine years ago, you 
may remember Dick Pogorzelski; he was the Information and Raffle Sales Chairperson. 
This kind and faith-filled man worked on the church fair for years, always with a smile on 
his face!   Unfortunately, Dick passed away and his funeral was scheduled for March 31st 
at St. Catherine.

4/12/22 - Our condolences to Brother Knight Robert Bradfute, as we just learned of his 
father’s passing yesterday morning.  

4/12/22 - Prayers for Brother Knight, Robert Bocanegra who is back in the hospital.  
Recall, Robert was in the hospital in the middle of last December due to pneumonia and 
again in late February. 

4/13/22 - Prayers for Brother Knight, Guy Desrochers, who is having a procedure 
performed today at noon

4/15/22 - Prayers for Hugh Bryars, who is Brother Knight, Matthew Wade’s grandfather.  
Grandpa Hugh was recently hospitalized, and the doctors think he isn’t doing so well. He 
is in physical therapy now, and will be back home soon, but he has cancer growing in his 
bones. The physician is treating him, and he isn’t getting worse, but he isn’t doing better. 
We have been given an expected timeframe for how long he might be with us, and its less 
time than we want. Please pray for stability in his health and further longevity. He is 83 
but he still thinks he is 35 and even though that frustrates him, he wants to be around for 
much longer. We all want that too. 

4/20/22 - Prayers for Brother Knight, Larry Odom's brother, Byron Odom who will be 
having an anticipated 9- hour heart surgery tomorrow to replace his aortic valve and parts 
of his aorta. 

4/22/22 - Continue prayers for Larry's brother, Byron Odom who had a successful aorta 
surgery yesterday.  Bryon is now in ICU and is expected to go home in about a week.

Grand Knight 

Darrel J Vinklarek 

darrelv82@gmail.com 

Chaplain 

Fr. Ray (Rayapureddy) 

Deputy Grand Knight 

Charlie V Davis 

charliedavis42@gmail.com 

Chancellor 

Craig L O’Brien 

craig.obrien@tlc.texas.gov 

Recorder 

David Sykora 

dsykora1@austin.rr.com 

Financial Secretary 

John Langan 

johnnyl_tx@yahoo.com 

Treasurer  

Eddie Mazurek 

emazu5@gmail.com 

Advocate 

Juan M Cano 

Lecturer [Appointed] 

Bob Stuifebergen  

Warden 

James D Gamblin 

Inside Guar d 

Joshua L Saldivar 

Outside Guard 

Al Fulkerson 

Trustee 3 year  

Bill J Roberts 

Trustee 2 Year  

Armand Gagnon 

argagnon@att.net 

Trustee 1 Year 

Glenn Jorden 

glenn.jorden@me.com  

mailto:smdillon2005@yahoo.com
mailto:root_paul@att.net
mailto:dsykora1@austin.rr.com
mailto:johnnyl_tx@yahoo.com
mailto:emazu5@gmail.com


Check the Calendar Link Below as 

schedules are subject to  

frequent change at this time 

Visit Our Online Calendar for the Lat-

est Updates 

http://kofc8156.org/calendar 

https://kofc8156.org/Calendar.html
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