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Next Business Meeting  
September 7th, 2022

In-Person Meeting 7:00pm 
St. Catherine’s Parish Hall 2nd Floor

Grand Knight’s Report — Darrel Vinklarek 

 Hello Brother Knight’s, August seemed to be a month of helping others. We started off 
the month helping the church by putting on an Ice Cream Social. This followed the 
blessing of the backpacks for all the students returning to school. Let’s pray for a 
successful and happy school year. I want to give out a special thanks to Jim Gamblin 
and Al Fulkerson for chairing the event. There were a large number of Knights there to 
assist setting up and replenishing the ice cream supplies. They also did a great job 
interacting with all the parents.

We next helped out one of our fellow Knight’s, past Deputy Grand Knight Charlie 
Davis. We all know by now that he and his family moved to the cool climate of Colorado. 
When he asked for assistance loading the moving truck a large number of Knights were 
there to help. We give Charlie and his family best wishes in their future endeavors. 

The monthly BBQ for the Central Texas Coalition for Life was chaired by Life Program 
Director John Fillion was great. John was the first Knight to participate in the BBQ 
with the Grand Knight event. This was also the first time in a long time that we did not 
have one of our regular pit masters there. I want to thank Knight’s Steve Myers, Ken 
Kurzawski, and David Sykora for stepping up and taking over the pit. We can never give 
enough thanks to all the fellow Knights who were to help load the pit. They also did an 
outstanding job, wrapping and preparing the meat for sale. I also want to give a shout 
out to all the knights who showed up after masses especially the 9:30am mass to help 
with the sales. This was exactly what was needed at a crucial time in our sales. All and 
all the event went off great.

To all the Ladies and Knights who answered the call from the family of Deacon Jim 
Berg, thanks. They asked the knights for help setting up the hall for the funeral 
reception and we answered the call.

....Continued on Page 3

◊ John O'Daniel
Golf Tournament
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Every September a non-profit organization known as Life Happens coordinates the Life 

Insurance Awareness Month campaign. This campaign is dedicated to informing people 

about how important life insurance is to protect their families. Life insurance is a 

cornerstone of a family’s future financial security.

Blessed Michael McGivney certainly knew how important life insurance was to a family. 

But many members don’t understand how involved Fr. McGivney was in developing the 

Order’s insurance program. According to Christopher Kauffman, the author of the 

centennial history of the Order, Faith and Fraternalism, The History of the Knights of 

Columbus 1882-1982, one of Fr. McGivney’s two main reasons for founding the Order 

was “the need to protect families during sickness and death.” (pg. 17) Kauffman goes on 

to say that Fr. McGivney “spent his energy in promoting the insurance feature.” (pg. 35) 

Originally, when the Order was founded, there was no such thing as an “associate 

member.” Everyone was insured; that was one of those two primary reasons for joining. 

While the Order is now well known for its charitable works and strong advocacy for the 

most vulnerable, strengthening men in their faith and protecting them and their families 

with life insurance were twin catalysts in forming the Order. While young Catholic men 

still seek to strengthen their faith, we know families still need protection from untimely 

death. This mission remains just as important today.

In an attempt to make every member and every eligible Catholic man aware of how 

important life insurance is, the Order has made a substantial investment. The Order has 

provided me with a high-tech, state of the art financial needs analysis platform that can 

help us determine where you stand today. It can help me formulate a strategy for you 

and your family and offer meaningful insurance and financial solutions...a strategy 

specific to your family and your situation.

The analysis can be done in the comfort of your home or virtually. What can life 

insurance provide?  Peace of mind and security



Family: Benjamin and Eunice Garcia

It is a pleasure and an honor to announce this month’s Family of the 
Month: the Garcia’s. Benjamin S Garcia Jr. and wife Eunice Garcia 
have been married for 21 years. They have two daughters, Isabella 
(14) and Gabriella (11). Ben, a Marine veteran, is a new Knight to
our council. He decided to join after him and his daughters attended
our annual Super Bowl brisket BBQ where his daughters helped
keep the fire pit going. Ben and Eunice also attended the Wives
Appreciation dinner where Ben excelled at washing all dishes all
night. The family also helped with the Easter egg hunt and keeping
the Easter bunny safe and unswarmed. This past month they
assisted all day with the food trailer at our Annual Car Show where
their daughters learned they never want to work fast food. Please
join me in congratulating Ben & Eunice as our outstanding Family
of the Month!
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Knight:  Bob Hesselbrock: 

It is a pleasure to announce Bob Hesselbrock as Knight 
of the month for September. Bob became a Knight in 
1980 at Council 3593 in Dallas. Bob stated that he 
stayed very busy while he was a part of that Council. 
Their loss is our gain. Bob joined St Catherine parish in 
2000. He also transferred to our Council in that year. 
Bob became a Sir Knight in 2005. Since moving to St 
Catherine parish Bob has become involved in the choir 
at the Sunday 9:30 mass. He also joined the homebound 
ministry beginning communion to members of St 
Catherine's. Bob retired in 2020 and has been very 
active with the Council. In the past two years he has 
enjoyed helping with the Lenten Meals, food drives, and 
Wives Appreciation Dinner. Bob has also become 
extremely involved with the Council car show. He 
served on the committee which first started up the 
show. He was deeply involved in the registration part of 
the show. This is very difficult part of the show which 
Bob exceeds in. Since joining our Council, Bob has 
always been there to count on for our events. He is a 
very important member of the Council. Please join me 
in congratulating Bob Hesselbrock as the Knight of the 
month.

Grand Knight’s Report — Continued from Page 11 
Upcoming events:
We will be hosting the Blue Jeans and Boots Gala on September 16th. This is our largest fund raiser of the year. You can go 
on-line at KofC8156.org and tap on the Gala tab. You will be able to purchase your gala tickets, raffle tickets, and participate 
in the on-line silence auction. The Gala is open to the public so invite your family and friends. We will begin selling the Gala 
tickets after each mass starting on September 27th and the following two weekend masses. Please assist after the mass you 
usually attend. I just wanted to let the Council know that the church, i.e., Father Pat, will be making a $500.00 donation to 
the Gala. Let’s make this one of the best Gala’s we ever hosted. Please contact chairman, Eddie Mazurek if you have any 
questions.

The Council food drive chaired by Ken Kurzawski will begin on September 10th. We will be at Abiding Love food pantry on 
the afternoon of September 18th to collect drive up drop offs. Please bring your needed food and supplies to the weekend 
masses. 

The September BBQ, chaired by Ben Truong, will also be on the 18th.  This will be a busy weekend, but we need as many 
knights as possible for each event.  We now have a full pit to cook, and it requires a lot of manpower.  
The council will be having a blood drive on September 10th in the west church parking lot.  Contact trustee Glen Jorden to 
sign up.  Please remember this small act of donating blood can save a life.  
The Columbus Day and corporate communion will be held on October 8th in the parish hall.  I will be sending out an email 
with more information after the Gala. 

I’m very excited by the response the council has been giving at each event.  We ask that you continue to attend and get 
involved.  As I said at the last business meeting, we want new and fresh ideas from our members.  Please send all your ideas 
to our program directors or simply contact me.  I promise each idea will be discussed.  Let’s continue to be one of the best 
councils in the state. 

Be safe and God Bless 
Darrel Vinklarek
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Council 8156 Culture of Life - John Filion

Culture of Life

International/National News

The month of August was a quiet one regarding legislation of pro-life issues.  However, I encourage 
you to check out a very well articulated video released by Bishop Robert Barron titled “Our Catholic 
President and the Most Pressing Moral Issue of Our Time”.  It is well worth your time.  You should 
be able to search on the title, or type this URL to find it:  https://youtu.be/uQB-O8aJTUc

State and Local News

August 25, 2022 marked the day that the Texas trigger ban, known as the “Human Life Protection 
Act”, went into effect.  The nature of the law was that it would go into effect 30 days after the 
Supreme Court judgment occurred, which was on July 26.  The judgment occurred approximately 30 
days after the announcement of the Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization opinion, which 
occurred on June 24.  According to the Guttmacher Institute, a leading advocate for legal abortion, 
all 23 abortion facilities in Texas have ceased performing abortions.  This does not mean that these 
centers have all closed, though.  Many are still open, and are actively referring women to abortion 
clinics outside of the state.  On a positive note, though, one of the three clinics in Austin that were 
performing abortions has closed.  The Whole Woman’s Health clinic closed their doors early in 
August.

The 40 Days For Life vigil  will be praying at the clinics that are referring patients for abortion.  The 
fall vigil will go from September 28th to November 6th, and there will be a pro-life table set up in the 
Narthex in September where you can sign up.  In addition, St. Catherine’s has signed up to adopt 
October 1 for their ‘40 Churches in 40 Days’ day.  So, there are two opportunities to volunteer.  You 
can either sign up for an hour (or more) each week for the six week vigil, or you can sign up for an 
hour (or more) on Saturday, October 1.  In addition to signups at the pro-life table, there will be 
opportunities to sign up at the next meeting.

Many thanks to all who volunteered or purchased BBQ for the monthly BBQ fundraiser, which 
shared its profits with the Central Texas Coalition for Life.

John Filion
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Blue Jeans and Boots Gala - Eddie Mazurek

By the time you receive this newsletter, we will be about 2-3 weeks away from our 
9th Annual Blue Jeans and Boots gala on September 16th. We have some catching 
up to do if we are to make this a successful event. As most of you know, this is the 
largest fundraiser our council has and contributes about 2/5th of our council budget 
for the next year. 

We will be selling tickets after all the masses on the weekends of Sept. 3/4 and 10/11. 
I will be asking for help to sell those ticket after each of the masses. It is neither 
difficult nor time consuming.

We also need donations of liquor and wine. One of our biggest income producers is 
the ice chest of liquor. Please consider donating a bottle (or two) of your favorite 
liquor.

We also are in need of silent auction items. Again, an email will be sent with 
suggested items. Gift cards to movies, restaurants, car washes etc. are also needed. 

The biggest concern as of now is getting tickets for gala sold. If you would like to 
buy one or if you need some to sell to family and friends, please let me know and I 
will get them to you or visit our website, kofc8156.org and purchase them there.

The gala is Friday, September 16th, at Creekside Pavilion. 

Please let me know if you have any questions or need tickets.

Thanks,

Eddie Mazurek

512/965-2137

emazu5@gmail.com
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Knights of Columbus Charities: Ukraine Solidarity Fund 

CHARITY:  UKRAINE SOLIDARITY FUND 

PROVIDESS:  TEMPORARY SHELTER, FOOD, MEDICAL SUPPLIES, CLOTHING, ETC. 

DONATION:   100%  WILL GO TO HELPING DISPLACED PEOPLE. 

MATCH:  KOC SUPREME COUNCIL WILL MATCH UP TO $500,000 FOR EVERY DOLLAR DONATED*
 ** For a limited time only!!!

Brother Knights, 

The situation in Ukraine is dire and worsening. The people of Ukraine, and our brother Knights and their families in that 

nation, need our help. 

I call upon all Knights to join me in praying for peace in Ukraine, and especially for the safety of our more than 1,800 

brother Knights and their families who suddenly face the danger of war. Please also join me in responding to the 

recent appeal of Pope Francis to join him in prayer and fasting for Ukraine on Ash Wednesday, March 2. 

In addition to our prayers, the Knights of Columbus Supreme Council has committed $1.5 million for immediate distribution 

to support Ukrainian refugees, including Ukrainian Knights and their families. We will be working with our councils in 

Poland as well as the Latin and Greek Catholic Churches in Ukraine to provide humanitarian assistance. 

Knights of Columbus Charities has launched the Ukraine Solidarity Fund for this purpose, and the Supreme Council will 

match all funds up to $500,000. Please prayerfully consider contributing to this effort. For additional information about the 

Knights of Columbus Ukraine Solidarity Fund and how to donate, please visit here:  

Let me conclude with the words I addressed to our brother Knights in Ukraine in a video message to them: “In this time of 

intense danger, know that your brother Knights of Columbus around the world are praying for you, your families and all the 

people of Ukraine. We ask that our Lord protect you and your loved ones and restore peace in your land. We ask that He 

give you strength and courage to persevere.” You can view the entire video message here. 

Fraternally, 

Patrick E. Kelly 

Supreme Knight

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2022-02/pope-announces-2-march-as-day-of-prayer-and-fasting-for-ukraine.html
https://www.kofc.org/secure/en/donate/ukraine.html?utm_source=A360&utm_medium=SK%20Message&utm_campaign=Ukraine%20Fund
https://bit.ly/35pUxOo


4800 Convict Hill Rd 
Austin, Tx 78749 

Knights of Columbus 8156 

Charity, Unity & Fraternity 

Prayer List July 30, 2022 to August 28, 2022

Request for Michael Foka: Her son was going through chemotherapy at Dell Children hospital, but 
today I found out that in order to stop the cancer they will have to amputate his leg from below the 
waist. This is devastating news to the family.  The boy is only 10 years old.  I am asking the council 
to pray for Michael and his family especially for Fortune (the mother).  Give them strength to go 
through this ordeal.  Please pray for them.

Deacon Jim Berg, passed away August 1, 2022. Deacon Berg was a GK for our council years ago. 

Funeral home is Cook Walden on N Lamar.

Vigil will be at Cook Walden on N Lamar:

Sunday Aug 21st – Visitation 6-8 with Rosary at 7:00PM.

Funeral at St. Catherine’s scheduled for Monday Aug 22 at 10:00AM.

Burial will be at Onion Creek Cemetery.

Julian Gonzalez, brother of Jaime Gonzalez, passed away on 8/4/22 from a long battle from cancer.

Greg Thomas’ uncle and godfather passed away on 8/7/22.

Alex Moreno, wife of Mike Moreno, who is in the hospital. 8/15/22- Update: Lady Alexandria is 
home now. She was discharged this afternoon.  She is still on medication.

Sharon Martinez, wife of Albert Martinez. She has suffered a heart attack and a stroke.

5/24/22 - Please continue praying for Uvalde, TX

2/24/22 - Please continue praying for all Ukrainian people suffering from war.

Grand Knightt 
Darrel J Vinklarek 
darrelv82@gmail.com 

Chaplain 
Fr. Ray (Rayapureddy) 

Deputy Grand Knight

Charlie V Davis 
charliedavis42@gmail.com 

Chancellor
Craig L O’Brien 
craig.obrien@tlc.texas.gov 

Recorderecorder 
David Sykora 
dsykora1@austin.rr.com 

Financial Secretary 
John Langan 
johnnyl_tx@yahoo.com 

Treasurerer  
Eddie Mazurek 
emazu5@gmail.com 

Advocatete 
Juan M Cano 

Lecturer [Appointed] 
Bob Stuifebergen  

Wardenden 
James D Gamblin 

Inside Guard
Joshua L Saldivar 

Outside Guardd 
Al Fulkerson 

Trustee Year 3
Bill Roberts 

Trustee Year 2 
Armand Gagnon 
argagnon@att.net 

Trustee Year 1
Glenn Jorden 
glenn.jorden@me.com  

mailto:smdillon2005@yahoo.com
mailto:root_paul@att.net
mailto:dsykora1@austin.rr.com
mailto:johnnyl_tx@yahoo.com
mailto:emazu5@gmail.com


https://kofc8156.org/Calendar.html
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