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Holy Cross Catholic Church ● 2711 7th St E ● West Fargo, ND 58078 ● 701.282.7217 
www.holycrosswestfargo.com ● Fax 701.282.2753 ● holycrosscc@holycrosswestfargo.com 

Parish Clergy 
Rev. Phil Ackerman, Pastor   phillip.ackerman@fargodiocese.org 
Rev. Karmalraj Balasamy, Parochial Vicar  karmalraj.balasamy@fargodiocese.org  
Rev. Kevin Lorsung, Parochial Vicar   kevin.lorsung@fargodiocese.org 
Dcn James Eggl, Deacon    james.eggl@fargodiocese.org 
Dcn Tony Finneman, Deacon   finntj@bis.midco.net 
Dcn Jim Uline, Retired Deacon 
 

  

Parish Office Staff 

Penne Soucy, Business Manager   psoucy@holycrosswestfargo.com 

Kristina Metcalfe, Director of Religious Education kmetcalfe@holycrosswestfargo.com 

Margaret Keller, Pastoral Administrator  mkeller@holycrosswestfargo.com 

Heather Heger, Communications Coordinator hheger@holycrosswestfargo.com 

Steve Knudson, Maintenance   sknudson@midco.net 

Sheila Zinke, Adult Choir Director   Sheila.zinke@gmail.com 
 

 

Trinity Administration Staff - 701.356.0793 

Karissa Flieth, Principal    karissa.flieth@jp2schools.org 

Brenda Hoye, Secretary    brenda.hoye@jp2schools.org 
 

Mission Statement: Holy 
Cross Catholic Church is a 
faith community rooted in 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  
We strive for holiness and 
growth in our faith as we 

serve those around us.     
Adopted 2013 

Liturgical Schedule     Parish Office Hours 

(Changes in the schedule noted inside)   Monday through Friday 8:00 am - 5:00 pm 

November 19, 2023 

Sunday Mass Schedule 

Vigil Mass (Saturday): 4:30 pm 

Sunday 7:30 am, 9:00 am, 11:00 am, 

6:00 pm 

Weekday Masses 

Monday-Friday 

12:15 pm 

Adoration 

First Friday of the Month 

9:00 am - 6:00 pm 

Reconciliation 

Monday - Friday 

11:45 am - 12:15 pm 

Sat 3:30 pm, Sun 7:00 am 

mailto:karmalraj.balasamy@fargodiocese.org


 

Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Please Pray For 
 
 

Welcome Visitors & New Parishioners 
 

Parish Registration: 
Registration forms are available in the church office and 
at the Information desk in the hallway and online at 
www.holycrosswestfargo.com 
 

Those of you who are  MEMBERS - Please let us know if 
you have a change of address, or if you have a new 
phone number.  Help us keep costs down by letting us 
know when you move.  Thank you! 

Homebound Communion: 
Homebound parishioners unable to come to Mass 
should notify the parish office so that Holy Communion 
may be brought to their homes. 
 

Marriage: 
Couples intending to marry should contact the parish 
office at least 6 months prior to the desired wedding 
date. 
 

Baptism:  
Scheduled as needed.  May need to take a Baptism 
class. Please call the office to register for a date and 
time.   
 

Bulletin Deadline: 
Tuesday by 5:00 pm in writing or email 
hheger@holycrosswestfargo.com 
 

RCIA: 
If you are interested in joining the Catholic Church or 
are interested in learning more about the teachings of 
the faith, please call the parish office at 282-7217.   

Siri Knobloch 

Cathy Schwinden 

Jeff 

Brenda Meissner 

Al Elliott 

Komal R. 

Michelle Harviell 

Ida Kottenbrock 

Marilyn Curry 

Micah Erikson 

Jeral Croaker 

Gene Allery 

Joe Mickelson 

Kathy Coyle 

Marlene Baatz 

Doris Rogers 

Mark Menschel 

Ray 

Casey Garman 

Helen Wilson 

Jim Foster 

Judy Elless 

If you or a loved one are hospitalized or homebound or 
would like to have a family member included in the prayers 
for the sick, call the parish office at 282-7217. 

And all who are experiencing illness and are not listed by name.  

Prayer Intentions 

Prayers for the Armed Forces 
Remember in prayer: 
Casey Jones, Major Diann Olson, Major Liea 
Misialek, SSGT Daniel Lee Cariveau, Specialist E4 
Brandon Clifton, Petty Officer First Class Nick 
Allred, SFG Stephanie Burdick Thielges, GT Jakob 
Burdick, SFC Fields Olson, SRA Anthony Heise, 
David Morse, Technical Sgt E6 Andres Gonzalez, 
Technical Sgt E6 Leah Gonzalez, Tech Sergeant 
Chris Harris, Patrick Eldridge, Brian Richter, 
Lieutenant Commander Kevin Furst, Jacob Haring, 
Staff SGT David Nygaard, Michael Durkin, SSgt, 
NDANG, Captain Mark Buske, Army Specialist E4 
Zachary Anderson, E4 Sean Eldridge, Maxwell 
Nystrom. 
 

If any family has people in the Armed Services that 
they would like to be prayed for, please contact 
the church office. 

Monday 1 Mc 1:10-15,41-43,54-57,62-63/Lk 18:35-
43 

Tuesday 2 Mc 6:18-31/Lk 19:1-10 

Wednesday 2 Mc 7:1,20-31/Lk 19:11-28 

Thursday 1 Mc 2:15-29/Lk 19:41-44 

Friday 1 Mc 4:36-37,52-59/Lk 19:45-48 

Saturday 1 Mc 6:1-13/Lk 20:27-40 

Sunday Ez 34:11-12,15-17/1 Cor 15:20-26,28/Mt 
25:31-46 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Holy Cross Mobile App: 
The Holy Cross mobile app is available to 
download.  Find us in the app store.  Search 
My Parish App.  Stay connected with our 
parish throughout the week with instant 

notifications, and an easy-to-access event calendar.  
Enjoy additional features like prayers, daily readings, 
helpful reminders to silence your phone before Mass or 
confession, and much more. 
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MONDAY, November 20th 
9:00 am - 11:00 am WOW Bible Study (Multipurpose Room) 
11:45 am  Confessions 
11:50 am  Rosary 
12:15 pm  Mass 
2:00 pm - 3:00 pm Trinity Musical Rehearsal (Church) 
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm WOW Bible Study (Multipurpose Room) 
 
TUESDAY, November 21st 
11:45 am  Confessions 
11:50 am  Rosary 
12:15 pm  Mass 
2:00 pm   Mass at Bethany on 42nd 
3:15 pm - 4:00 pm Trinity Musical Rehearsal (Church) 
4:45 pm   Mass at the Good Samaritan 
7:00 pm - 8:00 pm Adult Choir Rehearsal (Church) 
7:00 pm - 8:30 pm RCIA (Multipurpose Room) 
7:00 pm   Wild Game Feed Mtg (Conference Room) 
 
WEDNESDAY, November 22nd 
Holy Cross Offices close at Noon 
9:00 am   Mass at the Cooperative Living Center 
10:00 am  Communion Service at New Perspective  
11:45 am  Confessions 
11:50 am  Rosary 
12:15 pm  Mass 
2:00 pm   Communion at Eventide 
2:45 pm   Mass at Edgewood Vista 
 
THURSDAY, November 23rd - Thanksgiving Day 
Holy Cross Offices Closed 
No Trinity School 
10:00 am  Mass 
 
FRIDAY, November 24th 
Holy Cross Offices Closed 
No Trinity School 
11:45 am  Confessions 
11:50 am  Rosary 
12:15 pm  Mass  
 

SATURDAY, November 25th 
11:00 am  Hoppe baptism 
3:30 pm   Confessions 
4:00 pm   Rosary 
4:30 pm   Mass 
 
SUNDAY, November 26th 
7:00 am   Confessions 
7:30 am   Mass 
9:00 am   Mass 
10:00 am  Jenson Baptism after Mass 
11:00 am  Mass 
6:00 pm   Mass 

Mass Intentions 
MONDAY, November 20th 
12:15 pm +Joseph Hettwer by the Hettwer family 
 

TUESDAY, November 21st 
12:15 pm +Toby Trottier by Todd & Gloriann Trottier 
2:00 pm  Priest’s Intention 
  Bethany on 42nd 
4:45 pm  Priest’s Intention 
  Good Samaritan 
 

WEDNESDAY, November 22nd 
9:00 am  Souls in Purgatory 
  Cooperative Living Center 
12:15 pm +Davie Stahlecker, Jr by Barb Stockstad 
2:45 pm  Priest’s Intention 
  Edgewood Vista 
 

THURSDAY, November 23rd 
10:00 am +Richard Elless by the Elless family 
 

FRIDAY, November 24th 
12:15 pm +Helen Van Dyke by Geri Harbeke 
 

SATURDAY, November 25th 
4:30 pm  +Clara & Joe Brossart by Linda Bartsch 
 

SUNDAY, November 26th 
7:30 am  +Geneva Miranowski by Phyllis & Daryl 
  Knutson & family 
9:00 am  +Doug Knutson by Eileen Knutson 
11:00 am Clifford Boll by Hannah Lawson 
6:00 pm  Holy Cross Catholic Community 

Events & Mass Intentions 

Weekly Offering 
November 8th  thru November 14th 
  
Contributions 
Checks or cash $9,420.310 
Credit Cards (E-offerings) $1,106.73 
Total  $10,527.04 
  
Together We Build 
Checks or Cash $1,504.00 
Credit Cards (E-offerings) $913.62 
Total  $2,417.62 
  
Poor Fund 
Checks or Cash $261.00 
Credit Cards (E-offerings) $10.30 
Total  $271.30 



 

Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

A MESSAGE FROM FATHER 

Using our Talents 
This is the second to the last Sunday of the Church’s liturgical year. Like last week’s theme, it’s 
a time for us to reflect on the end of our lives and the end of the world. Today’s Scripture 
readings focuses on how we use our God-given talents during our lives. 
 
Many years ago, there was a 38 year old woman who wished she had good looks compared to 
celebrities or actresses. “If I could only be as good looking as they are.” She would also 
compare herself to singing artists with such beautiful voices. “If I could only sing as beautifully 
as the can.” She did not have these qualities. She stopped crying about what she didn’t have 
and started to think about what she had. She remembered that in high school, she had the 

ability to make people laugh. People thought she was the funniest girl around. She changed her life by focusing on 
her gift to make people laugh. This woman became a celebrity herself! She became a comedian. Her name was 
Phyllis Diller. By the 1960’s, she was making $1 million a year. That was a huge salary in those days (actually, it’s a 
huge salary even today).   
 
What are your God-given talents? Do you share them? Do you hide them? Over the years, I recall people who are 
gifted musicians that didn’t want their gift by helping with music at Masses. They didn’t want to spend the time to 
do this. But there are gifted musicians that share their gifts with the parish community by serving them at Masses. 
This is such a blessing. 
 
In today’s Gospel (Matthew 25.14-30), Jesus tells a parable about talents. The master gives three individuals talents 
according to their abilities. One received five; another received three; and the last one received one. The first two 
did well. The last one buried the one talent he had. He was thrown out because he did nothing with what he was 
given. 
 
Jesus’ message is very direct. Four points for our consideration: 
 
1. God gives each person different gifts for his/her intended uses. 
 a. Gifts are meant to given back to Him and the community. 
2. The greater the work and the more talent we have, the greater is our responsibility.  
 a.We are to make the best use of our gifts and share them. 
3. The lazy and unproductive will be punished. 
 a. If one fails to use his/her talents, it will be given to others. 
4. God blesses generous sharers and punishes the selfish hoarders.  
 a. We are blessed when we share our gifts. Those who selfishly preserve their own gifts will lose them. 
 
The main theme of the three readings is an invitation to live in such a way that we make the best use of the talents 
God has given us, so that at the hour of our death Our Lord will say: “Well done, my good and faithful servant!… 
Come and share the joy of your master” Mt 25: 21). 

 
Building Project Update 
The office addition will be completed and turned over to our parish on December 4th! Final details are 
being completed.  
 
The metal roof (that look like shingles) will be put on next year when the masonry work is completed. The 
brick work has been halted until next year when warmer temperatures return. The steeple tower will be 
completed next year. The church windows (not the stained glass yet) are on order. 
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November 25 - November 26 

Eternal Rest Grant Unto 
 
 

Richard Elless 
Husband of Clare Elless 
Father of Deb , Judy , Rick & Ginger Elless 
 

Jerry O’Keefe 
Brother of Kathy Melaas 
Uncle of Mike (Christina) Hargiss 

  Altar Server Usher Greeter EMHC Proclaimer Sacristan 

Saturday,  
4:30 PM 

Ethan Bradley 
Ellis Bradley 
Kyle Duffy 

Paul Coppin 
Adrian Orth 

Matthew Klaman 
Danelle Klaman 
Keith Murray 
Barbara Murray 

Gayle Cummings 
Sharon Finneman 
Jennifer Halda 
Lorri Klein 
Thomas Klein 
Brenda Sagert 

Arlene Schneider  
(sub req.) 
Annette Moss  

Earl Miranda 

Sunday,  
7:30 AM 

Xander Erickson 
Reagan Erickson 

Marty Wokasch 
Kathie Wokasch 

Justin Gehrke 
Melinda & Blaine 
Wampler 

James LaHaise 
Jackie Schindler 
Mary Kay Willits 

Helen Franck  
Dustin Metzger  

Julie Fennell 

Sunday,  
9:00 AM 

Clayton Bahe 
Charlie Dahl 
Brogan Erstad 
Blake Erstad 
Coraline Volk 

Gerri Dyrdahl 
Larry Dyrdahl 
Kaden Ebel 
John Klava 

Tom Ableidinger 
Brenda Aswege 
Lauren & Nick Mertens 
Family 
Bridget Orner (sub 
req.) 

Stephen Hill 
Mark Petermann 
David Soergel 
Mary Soergel 
Austin Vetter 
Keith Wilson 

Julie Wilson  
Amy Petersen  

NOT FILLED 

Sunday,  
11:00 AM 

Cole Foerster 
Miles Foerster 
Brooke Peterson 
Lana Posch (sub req.) 
Evelyn Stiel 

Robin Knudson 
Steve Knudson 
Thomas Stiel 

Rachel & Joe Haman 
Chris & Kristina Metcalfe 
Denae Monson 
Allen & Keely Schlichting 

Gwen Allred 
Lisa Cramer 
Randy Cramer 

Anthony Ambrose  
Brian Kingsley  

NOT FILLED 

Sunday,  
6:00 PM 

David Geffre 
Joey Kawasaki 

Paul Klabunde 
Mark Schlader 

Denise Geffre 
Larry Geffre 

Terry Benson 
Shantelle Smith 
Allison Weckman 

April Olson  NOT FILLED 

Thanksgiving Day Mass 
On Thanksgiving Day, November 23rd, Mass will 
be held at 10:00 am.  Holy Cross offices will be 
closed at noon on Wednesday - Friday that week. 

Bell Choir Members Needed 
The Holy Cross Bell Choir has a few open spots 
and is looking for anyone interested in ringing for 
the Christmas Program on December 16th.  Past 
ringing experience is not required, but a 
background in music would be 
helpful.  Rehearsals will be on Tuesday evenings 
from 5:30-6:30 PM starting November 21st. Please 
get in touch with April Aamold at 
aprilmaertens@gmail.com for more information 
or interest in joining the bell choir.  

Wild Game Feed Selling Raffle Tickets 
This weekend, the Wild Game Feed Committee will 
be selling raffle tickets after all Masses in the 
hallway.  Stop by their table to get your ticket(s) 
for some great prizes! 

mailto:aprilmaertens@gmail.com


 

Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 



 

www.holycrosswestfargo.com 701-282-7217 November 19,  2023 

Want to get to know other men and their 
families at Holy Cross Church?  

 

Consider joining the Knights of 
Columbus!    
 
 

It’s a great way to meet other Catholic gentlemen 
and their families.  Please call Brian at 281-1905 or  
e-mail kofc9642@yahoo.com for more information. 
 

Check out our website:  www.kofc9642.org for 
activities and more information! 

 
 

The Knights of Columbus Holy Cross Council #9642 
meets on the 2nd Monday of every month starting at 
7pm.  Watch the bulletin for location.  
 
 

“Like” us on Facebook!   
Knights of Columbus Council #9642 

Catholic Daughters of the Americas 
strives to embrace the principles of 
faith working through love in the 
promotion of justice, equality and 
the advancement of human rights 
and human dignity for all mankind. 

 

Why should you join? 
• To deepen your spiritual life and share your 

faith. 
• To promote love of God, church and country. 
• To share your talents, gain leadership skills 

and develop new friendships. 
 

All women ages 18+ are welcome to join. 
 

Next Meeting:  November 30th at 7:00 pm 
 

Want more information?  Call Lisa at 701-799-
2397 

Wild Game Feed 
Reminder Wild Game Feed is Thursday March 
7.  To make the event possible we are seeking 
donations of wild game to include 2-3 whole 
deer carcasses, we pay the processing.  Also 
looking for; elk, bear, moose, pheasant, walleye, 
panfish.  If you are able to donate please call 
Jonathan Aal at 701.552.0961 or Willie Gartner 
701.799.0601. 

Help Needed Cleaning the Altars  
We are in need of someone would could come in 
once a week and clean the Altars in the church and 
the chapel.  Mostly sweeping, wiping down, 
changing candles.   
 

Help Needed Christmas Decorating 
We are in need of people to help decorate the 
church for Christmas the first Sunday of December. 
 

Call Penne in the church office if interested. 



 

Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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Community News 

The Diocese of Fargo Young Adult 
Ministry is hosting Friendsgiving on 
November 27th, 2023, at St. Anthony 
of Padua. The evening starts at 5:15 
with mass (not required to be at the 
meal), followed by a 6:00 potluck 
meal. After the meal, there will be 

corn hole, board games, and fellowship. The potluck 
will be coordinated via Sign-up Genius (check out the 
QR Code). God Bless! See you there! Contact 
CorChristi@fargodiocese.org with any questions.  

Fraser, Ltd. 23rd Annual Festival of Trees 
Join Fraser, Ltd. for their 23rd Annual Festival of 
Trees! Come view over 160 beautifully decorated 
trees on display at the Fargodome from November 
10th to December 1st During regular Business hours of 
Monday through Friday 8 am to 5 pm.  
Decorated trees go to families who would otherwise 
not have a tree for the holiday season.  
This event supports children with special needs, at-
risk and homeless youth, and adults with intellectual 
disabilities.  
SPECIAL EVENT: Cookies with the Claus Family – 
Friday, November 24th at the Fargodome from 1 pm-4 
pm. Santa and the Claus Family will arrive by Horse-
Drawn Sleigh at 1 p.m. Bouncy Houses, Sant’s 
Mailbox, Sleigh Rides, Cookie Decorating, Holiday Art 
Project, and more! This event is free and open to the 
public.  
For more information call Kimberly at Fraser, ltd. 701-
232-3301 

44
th
 Annual Thanksgiving Dinner, Thursday, 

November 23 at Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church 
in West Fargo (210 5th Ave W. West Fargo). Dinner is 
served from 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m., take out meals 
are available. The cost is a free will offering. Join us 
in a Blessed Sacrament Thanksgiving, you won’t 
regret it!  

Teaching Positions 
St. John Paul II Catholic Schools is looking to hire 
the following positions to start as soon as possible: 

• 1st Grade Teacher – Nativity Elementary School 

• 1
st
 Grade Teacher – Trinity Elementary School 

• Math Long-term Substitute Teacher – Sacred 
Heart Middle School 

To apply visit https://www.jp2schools.org/careers/ 
or call 701-893-3231 for more information. 
 
Other Positions 
St. John Paul II Catholic Schools is looking to hire 
the following positions: 

• After School Program Worker – Multiple 
locations 

• Marketing & Communications Specialist 
To apply visit https://www.jp2schools.org/careers/ 
or call 701-893-3231 for more information. 

You're Invited! Join us December 6th from 6:30-
7:30PM in St. Joseph's Catholic Church. Please 
come for an Encounter Night of music, prayer, and 
Adoration. Confession will be available as well! All 
are welcome! Families with small children, please 
feel free to stay as long as you would like for your 
family's needs and schedule. Please enter through 
the Gathering Space doors. The church's address 
is 218 10th St S, Moorhead, MN. 

Shanley Blood Drive December 7th – Mark your 
calendars & give! 

Shanley High School will host our 
Fall Blood Drive for Vitalant Blood 
Services on Thursday, December 
7th from 9:00am to 2:45am. All 
parents & family members a 
welcome to support this drive. 
Students 16 years and older are 
also permitted with parental 
consent. Register for the Fall 

Blood Drive by Fr. William Slattery 
(Father.William@jp2schools.org) or using the QR 
Code.      

mailto:CorChristi@fargodiocese.org
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/PoihCgJX7BuGYlDsNW532?domain=jp2schools.org/
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/PoihCgJX7BuGYlDsNW532?domain=jp2schools.org/
mailto:Father.William@jp2schools.org
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Vinyl & Steel Siding 
 Windows  

Seamless Gutters 
Room Additions 

  Handyman Services 
      

 Call Darin Keller at 281-7865  

THE LOCKSHOP 
Fast 24 Hour 

Emergency Service 
 

Access Control  
Master Key Systems  
Safes + Cars Opened  
Deadbolts Installed 
Bison Center Mall 
1404 33 St. SW, Fargo 
701-235-6645 

All the adventure, fun and 
excitement of the underwater world can be yours 

when you become a certified SCUBA diver.  

LEARN TO  

SCUBA DIVE! 

For more information or to register  
218-233-0448  

micksscuba.com 

Knights of  
Columbus  
Council #9642 

 
Meets the Second Monday of each 

month at 7pm at Holy Cross 
For more information 

Call Brian at 281-1905 

Visit 
www.pfausteel.com 

701-356-6700 
1555 43rd St S 
Fargo, ND 58103 
www.fetzerfamilychiropractic.com 

Stacy Schwab  
Hair Stylist 

 

3475 45th St S #21, 
Fargo 

701-412-8514 

www.martinsonins.com  

Darin Keller 
Real Estate Specialist 

Delivering Dreams by Opening Doors 
701.261.2141 

darin@jkpropertypartners.com 

Dr. Jordan Mari 
Dr. AJ Motacek 

Optometrists 

1300 Gateway Dr S 
Fargo, ND 58103 
701-235-0280 
888-575-0280 

jdmari@2020visionexpress.com  
ajmotacek@2020visionexpress.com 

Dakota Adult & Pediatric 

PSYCHIATRY 

Dr. Douglas J. Hess, DO 
Aubrey L. Hess, PA-C 

Office: 701-552-6578 
Email: admin@DakotaPsychiatry.com www.martinsonins.com  

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/2ES_Cn5JGMcGKLNSJ7jYG?domain=martinsonins.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/2ES_Cn5JGMcGKLNSJ7jYG?domain=martinsonins.com

