
906 W. O Street, Forest City, IA 50436 

St. Patrick 
139 Third St. SE 
Britt, IA 50423 

St. Wenceslaus 
3343 Navy Ave. 

(Duncan) 
Britt, IA 50423 

St. Boniface 
660 Bush Ave. 

Garner, IA 50438 

St. Patrick 
115 5th Ave. NW 

Buffalo Center, IA 50424 

St. James 
906 W. O Street  

Forest City, IA 50436 

St. Patrick 
406 S. Grant 

Lake Mills, IA 50450 

PASTORAL STAFF 
Fr. Andrew Marr, Pastor 
660 Bush Avenue ● Garner, IA 50438 
Email……………………Dbqmarr@dbqarch.org 
Phone…………………..923-2329 ext. 2 
Fr. Joseph Sevcik, Associate Pastor 
660 Bush Avenue ● Garner, IA 50438 
Email………………..….j.sevcik@dbqarch.org 
Phone…………………..923-2329 ext. 3 
Deacon Tom Blomme 
Email…………….……...DBQ088D2@dbqarch.org 
Phone…………………...585-4856 ext. 9 

Deacon John Roisen 
Email…………….……...DBQ088D3@dbqarch.org 
Phone…………………...585-4856 ext.  

Deacon  Francisco Vazquez 
Email…………….……...DBQ088D4@dbqarch.org 
Phone…………………...585-4856 ext.  

CLUSTER OFFICE HOURS IN FOREST CITY 
Monday--12:00 PM to 4:00 PM 
Tues, Wed, Thurs--8:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
Friday--8:00 AM to NOON 

CLUSTER  STAFF 
Business Manager, Cheryl Hawe 
Email…………….........CherylH@archangelscc.org 
Phone………………….585-4856 ext. 8 
Cluster Admin. Asst.  Sarah Kahle 
Email………………..... SarahK@archangelscc.org 
Phone………………….585-4856 ext. 1 
Director of Faith Formation, Joel Bittner 
Email……………….....JoelB@archangelscc.org 
Phone………………....585-4856 ext. 4 
Youth Ministry, Julie Blomme 
Email…………………..JulieB@archangelscc.org 
Phone………………....585-4856 ext. 5 
Cluster Liturgist, Kristi Hejlik 
Email……………….….KristiH@archangelscc.org 
Phone………………….843-3215 ext. 6 
Hours………………….Tues 8-4:30 & Thurs 1-4:30 
RCIA Coordinators, Doug & Dawn Doughan 
Phone………………….(641) 860-1398 

Text “Archangelscc”  
to 84576 to sign up 

August 15, 2021 
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From the Desk of Fr. Joseph Sevcik 
Today we celebrate the Assumption of the Blessed  

Virgin Mary into Heaven. What a wonderful celebration! We 
Catholics enjoy festivity, and the Church gives us many  
occasions to celebrate throughout the liturgical year. In  
celebrating, we take a day to contemplate the significance of the 
mighty wonders that God has accomplished. As Christians, our 
lives should be shaped around these great salvific acts. 

So, what do we believe about the Assumption? Let’s take a 
look at CCC 966 of the Catechism of the Catholic Church 
(always a great initial resource):  

‘Finally the Immaculate Virgin, preserved free from all 
stain of original sin, when the course of her earthly life was 
finished, was taken up body and soul into heavenly glory, 
and exalted by the Lord as Queen over all things, so that 
she might be the more fully conformed to her Son, the Lord 
of lords and conqueror of sin and death.’ The Assumption 
of the Blessed Virgin is a singular participation in her Son’s 
Resurrection and an anticipation of the resurrection of other 
Christians. 

Let’s unpack this a bit. By a special prevenient (coming before) 
grace from God, Mary was preserved from original sin. From 
Genesis, we know that the consequence of original sin is bodily 
corruption and death. However, God desires us to have eternal 
life. He elected Mary to be a uniquely chosen instrument to 
bring Jesus into the world and gave her abundant grace to live 
this mission in His providence. He gives us sufficient grace for 
our mission too.  

 In Luke 1:28, the Archangel Gabriel addresses Mary, 
saying “Χαῖρε, κεχαριτωμένη, ὁ κύριος μετὰ σοῦ.”  
Kekaritomene means to be filled with grace. This grace  
preserved Mary from all stain of original sin. This dogma (a 
truth of faith revealed by God) gives us confidence in how 
God’s grace can transform our life. Look at what God  
accomplishes through Mary! Look at how she magnifies and 
glorifies Jesus! The grace of God accomplishes amazing things 
in our lives and brings greater glory to God as well. 
Our prayers at Mass convey what we believe. How has the  
Assumption been celebrated over the centuries? Lucas Pollice 
notes, “By the sixth century, the first liturgical feasts dedicated 
to the Assumption appeared in the Alexandrian Church in 
Egypt. Western liturgical feasts dedicated to the Assumption 
took place in Gaul (France) in the seventh century. By the 
eighth century it was celebrated in Rome. From the thirteenth 
century on, the Assumption was taught with near unanimity by 
Church writers and theologians in both the East and West.”1 We 
desire to live in the fullness of the faith. Today’s celebration of 
Mary’s Assumption into Heaven, body and soul, testifies to the 
power of grace, giving great cause for rejoicing in what God has 
accomplished in His Saints.  
Lucas R. Pollice, Open Wide the Doors to Christ: Discovering 
Catholicism (Steubenville, OH: Emmaus Road Publishing, 
2013), 160.  

Our Fathers Podcast 

Tune into a podcast by Fr. Joseph and Fr. Josh of Mason City 

by going to the homepage of the Archangels website.  

PARISH LIAISONS 
St. Patrick, Britt 
Kristi Hejlik (641) 843-3215 ext. 6 
St. Patrick, Buffalo Center 
Jody Smith (641) 561-2309 
St. Wenceslaus, Duncan 
Esther Hadacek (641) 923-2919 
Rosemary Weaver (641) 923-6053 
St. James, Forest City 
Joy Heebink (641) 590-2917 
St. Boniface, Garner 
Mary Nedved (641) 923-2391 
St. Patrick, Lake Mills 
Connie Helgeson (641) 592-3487 

Congratulations 
Alexander Michael Stensrude, son of 

Spencer and Sherri was  

Baptized on August 8th. We are glad 

to welcome him as a son of God 

Sign up for Flocknote - To receive messages regarding Mass 
and other event cancellations, information about when and where 
Eucharistic Adoration will be held, etc. Sign up by visiting Arch-
angelscc.org and fill out the Flocknote form on the homepage. 
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Shirley E. Heebink 

May 7th, 2021.  

Mother of Joy Heebink 

SCAVENGER HUNT CLUE #5: 

Which Church has the most Mysteries of the  

Rosary depicted within the nave of the Church? 

  

Please “email” responses to 

scavegerhunt@archangelscc.org 

Week 3 Answer: An image that is representative 

of Adam and Eve under a tree is located in Forest 

City. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/pnwddscvcthlcsm?ref=Page.p+160&off=1468&ctx=+the+law+of+faith.%E2%80%9D+~By+the+sixth+century
https://ref.ly/logosres/pnwddscvcthlcsm?ref=Page.p+160&off=1468&ctx=+the+law+of+faith.%E2%80%9D+~By+the+sixth+century


From the Pastor 
One of the greatest misunderstandings of our 
protestant brothers and sisters is that some believe 
that we worship Mary. But a question we should ask 
is why do we honor Mary so greatly? Why do  
Catholics honor Mary and believe certain things 
about Mary? 

The simple answer is that she is the Mother of Jesus. 
We should honor the Mother of our savior. Catholics 
do not worship Mary but come to her for her  
guidance and assistance from time to time. The  
rosary is meant to be a meditation in the life of Jesus 
taken with the Blessed Mother. It is a journey that 
we embark upon with her and through it at brought 
into a deeper relationship with Jesus.  

This week we celebrate the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary into heaven. This Solemnity  
celebrates Mary being given a special grace for her to 
be united with God not only soul but in body as well. 
She is preceding humanity in the resurrection. It isn’t 
anything that she did to achieve this but through the 
grace of God that it was granted to her. She was 
granted this because she followed God’s will for her. 
She said yes to following him, to bearing him in her 
womb, and to loving him above all else. She perfectly 
models for us how to be a disciple.  

There are multiple open theological points about 
Mary but there are specific things the Church  
teaches. Mary was preserved from the stain of  
original sin by Christ. This grace was given her  
because she was going to bear Jesus in her womb. 
Mary followed God's will for her perfectly, always 
saying yes to him. She was assumed into heaven and 
is with God body and soul.  

One open question is whether or not Mary died. This 
point is open for debate and discussion. For my part, 
I come down on the side that she did. She imitated 
Christ in every way she could. To do this perfectly she 
would have died. She experienced suffering  
throughout her life and in union with Christ and with 
humanity she died. This can be debated and is not a 
point that we must hold but the most important 
thing it remember is that we do not worship but we 
honor Mary as the most blessed among women and 
the greatest of our race, apart from Jesus. 
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Cluster Calendar of Events 

Tuesday Aug 17  
            FC 6:30 pm  Cluster Council Meeting 

Thursday Aug 26 

            FC 6:30 pm Faith Formation Commission Meeting 

Sunday Aug 29 

            FC 6:00 pm NCYC Gathering  

You are invited to join St. Patrick’s Church 
in Clear Lake for a concert with Steve Angrisano on  
Saturday, August 21st. At 5 p.m. a meal of Pulled 
Pork, Baked Beans, Cole Slaw, Chips, Bars and 
Drink will be provided followed by an outdoor  
concert in the parking lot with Steve Angrisano 
from 6:00 to 7:30 PM.  
Information about Mary's Meals will also be shared 
and  
t-shirts available to help serve children who need  
daily meals in many countries. The concert will  
conclude with Adoration. 
 Steve Angrisano is undoubtedly one of the 

most effective and versatile ministry leaders in the 

Church  

today. Young and old alike embrace the passionate  

message of faith, hope and love woven throughout 

his music and storytelling. Always rooted in a spirit 

of  

humility and faithfulness, Steve’s easy, honest style 

of ministry is born from who he is: a committed  

witness to the life and love of Jesus Christ. 

The Assumption 

Question: 

What lessons should I learn from the Assumption of Mary? 

Answer: 

Growing in holiness is similar to training in a sport. We need  
someone to show us how we can live our faith well. Mary is a model 
of sanctity. She shows us how to be faithful to God’s will, living 
each day with confidence in God’s mercy and love. At the Nativity, 
in Jesus’ public ministry, and at the Crucifixion, we see her steadfast 
trust. She allows the Lord to use her life to accomplish his plan for 
her and for all of us. In the Preface of the Mass for the Assumption 
of Mary, we pray: “For today the Virgin Mother of God was  
assumed into heaven as the beginning and image of your Church’s 
coming to perfection and a sign of sure hope and comfort to your 
pilgrim people.” 

It is this image of holiness that we strive to imitate. In the office, at 
home, or in our community, we look for signs of God’s grace that 
call us to an ever greater love of him and each other. A greater 
awareness of God is a sign of our conversion of heart that lives the 
lessons Mary teaches. 

 

©LPi 



Liturgies for the Week 
Monday, August 16         
  Garner 8:00  AM + Joyce McCormick  
Tuesday, August 17 
  Duncan  8:00 AM  Frank & Rose Formanek Family 
  Forest City  5:30  PM + Rita L. Schissel  
Wednesday, August 18  

  Lake Mills 5:15 PM + Ralph Bock 
  Britt 5:30  PM  + Dean Doughan 
Thursday, August 19 
  Forest City 8:00 AM + Don Reding 
  Garner 12:00 PM + Ralph Hejlik 
Friday, August 20     
  Britt 8:00 AM + For the Departed 
Saturday, August 21 
  Buffalo Center 4:00 PM + Helen Kelso  
  Duncan 4:00 PM + Ryan Hrubes 
  Britt (Spanish) 6:30  PM  + Mary Lynn Petersen 
Sunday, August 22 
  Britt 8:00 AM  For the People  

  Lake Mills 8:00  AM + Jim Malloy 
  Garner 10:00 AM + Jim Reinig 
  Forest City 10:30 AM + Donna Roisen 

Mass times, events and announcements can also be found on  
www.archangelscc.org/calendar 

RECONCILIATION 

TUESDAY 
Duncan        7:30 AM 
Forest City     5:00 PM 
WEDNESDAY  
Britt          5:00 PM  
THURSDAY 
Garner            11:30 AM  
SATURDAY 
Duncan         3:30 PM 
Britt (Span/Eng)     6:00 PM 
SUNDAY 
Britt          7:30 AM 
Lake Mills         7:30 AM 
Forest City              10:00 AM 

Bulletin Deadline: 
         3:00 PM, Fridays 

unless noted on page 2 
Email items to, 

sarahk@archangelscc.org 
Questions? 

Call 641-923-2329 Ext. 1 

Low Gluten hosts are now  
available in the  

Archangels 
Catholic Cluster 

Contact Fr. Marr if Interested. 

Blue Earth  
Monument, Inc. 

Thank you for supporting 
our advertisers. Your  

patronage helps make  
our bulletin possible.  

What does your family celebrate? Does your family celebrate 

birthdays, anniversaries, and achievements? As humans we love 

to celebrate. Something in us  

desires to remember the great events in our lives and the lives of 

others. On birthdays we might prepare a party, sit down to our 

favorite meal, and eat lots of cake! A husband and wife might 

have a special dinner for a wedding anniversary or go on a  

vacation to spend time together. We might remember the day 

we graduated or started a job. Some families find  

consolation by remembering days when loved ones have died. 

Celebrating these special days fulfills us and brings us joy. 

 

The Church in Her wisdom gives us feasts to celebrate. In the 

Family of God we celebrate birthdays,  

anniversaries, and achievements. Think of the way the Church 

celebrates Christmas, the Birthday of Jesus!  

Picture Easter Sunday, when we celebrate Jesus’  

triumph over death and sin! Or notice all the feast days of the 

Saints, celebrating their lives and birth into Heaven. The Church 

also has special days for Mary. This Sunday we celebrate Mary’s 

Assumption into Heaven. As Catholics we believe that both 

Mary’s body and soul were taken into Heaven. Today we  

especially ask for our Mother’s intercession that one day we can 

join her and her Son in the Kingdom! 

 

As every Sunday is a Feast of Jesus’ Resurrection, make sure to 

celebrate today! You are part of God’s Family and the Father 

wants to celebrate with you. What is one thing you can do 

with your family today to  

celebrate this Feast? 

 

Register for K-12 Faith Formation: 

1. Go to archangelscc.org.   

2. Under ‘Faith Formation’  

3. Click on ‘Faith Formation Registration’  

4. Begin registering your children. 

5. Don’t forget to fill out and return the waiver and consent 

form. 

 

Faith Formation classes begin on Wednesday, September 8th at 

your local site.  

 

TO KNOW - TO LOVE - TO SERVE 

Faith Formation Mission Statement: 

We are Called - Formed - Sent 

FAITH FORMATION 


