
906 W. O Street, Forest City, IA 50436 

St. Patrick 
139 Third St. SE 
Britt, IA 50423 

St. Wenceslaus 
2343 Navy Ave. 

(Duncan) 
Britt, IA 50423 

St. Boniface 
660 Bush Ave. 

Garner, IA 50438 

St. Patrick 
115 5th Ave. NW 

Buffalo Center, IA 50424 

St. James 
906 W. O Street  

Forest City, IA 50436 

St. Patrick 
406 S. Grant 

Lake Mills, IA 50450 

PASTORAL STAFF 
Fr. Andrew Marr, Pastor 
660 Bush Avenue ● Garner, IA 50438 
Email……………………Dbqmarr@dbqarch.org 
Phone…………………..923-2329 ext. 2 
Fr. Joseph Sevcik, Associate Pastor 
660 Bush Avenue ● Garner, IA 50438 
Email………………..….j.sevcik@dbqarch.org 
Phone…………………..923-2329 ext. 3 
Deacon Tom Blomme 
Email…………….……...DBQ088D2@dbqarch.org 
Phone…………………...585-4856 ext. 9 

Deacon John Roisen 
Email…………….……...DBQ088D3@dbqarch.org 
Phone…………………...585-4856 ext.  

Deacon  Francisco Vazquez 
Email…………….……...DBQ088D4@dbqarch.org 
Phone…………………...585-4856 ext.  

CLUSTER OFFICE HOURS IN FOREST CITY 
Monday--12:00 PM to 4:00 PM 
Tues, Wed, Thurs--8:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
Friday--8:00 AM to NOON 

CLUSTER  STAFF 
Business Manager, Cheryl Hawe 
Email…………….........CherylH@archangelscc.org 
Phone………………….585-4856 ext. 8 
Cluster Admin. Asst.  Sarah Brandenburg 
Email………………..... SarahK@archangelscc.org 
Phone………………….585-4856 ext. 1 
Director of Faith Formation, Joel Bittner 
Email……………….....JoelB@archangelscc.org 
Phone………………....585-4856 ext. 4 
Youth Ministry, Julie Blomme 
Email…………………..JulieB@archangelscc.org 
Phone………………....585-4856 ext. 5 
Cluster Liturgist, Kristi Hejlik 
Email……………….….KristiH@archangelscc.org 
Phone………………….843-3215 ext. 6 
Hours………………….Tues 8-4:30 & Thurs 1-4:30 
RCIA Coordinators, Doug & Dawn Doughan 
Phone………………….(641) 860-1398 

Text “Archangelscc”  
to 84576 to sign up 

November 28, 2021 

 

ARE YOU NEW? 

If you are interested in registering at any of our parishes, 

please contact Sarah Brandenburg at our Cluster Office.  

641-585-4856 ext. 1 

mailto:...DBQ088D2@dbqarch.org
mailto:...DBQ088D2@dbqarch.org
mailto:...DBQ088D2@dbqarch.org
mailto:..BrendaS@archangelscc.org


From the Desk of Fr. Joseph Sevcik 
 

Getting More Out of Homilies (Part Two) 

Last week we began to look at strategies to get more out 
of the homily each weekend. We can pray with the  
readings beforehand, pray for the preachers, expect the 
Holy Spirit to speak, strive to listen actively, and not be 
concerned about the length. This week we consider five 
more ideas from Fr. Whitfield to allow the Sunday  
Homily to sink in more. 

The sixth strategy that Fr. Whitfield offers is to listen for 
what inspires you. The Word of God sets hearts aflame. 
We each have different charisms, gifts of the Holy Spirit. 
What is one thing from the homily each week that lights 
you up? How is the Lord speaking to your heart? 

The seventh strategy is to listen for what upsets you.  
Within each of us is probably a little rebellion. The gospel 
certainly challenges me each week, so I often strive to 
preach against myself! I have temptations to greed and  
selfishness. I quickly become prideful. Being inspired by 
the readings from scripture, the homily is meant to  
provoke a reaction within us. Yes, it should build us up 
and encourage us. But, it should also challenge us to 
grow. Fr. Whitfield comments, “often what upsets us is 
precisely what God wants us to think about and  
reconsider” (143). Like my Lenten socks, Jesus tells us, 
Repent and believe in the gospel. 

The eighth strategy is to seek the call to obedience and  
action. Let us not be hearers of the word alone but doers. 
Jesus calls his disciples to obedience. The gospel changes 
us. St. Paul talks about the ‘obedience of faith’ at the  
beginning and the end of the letter to the Romans. How is 
God calling me to obedience? Obedience is a sign of true 
humility. 

A ninth strategy is to talk about the homily with your  
family, friends, and enemies too! This helps us to process 
the message deeper. Did we understand the same thing? 
What insights can we share with others? Sharing helps us 
to grow in the ability to speak about our faith and  
encourage each other. From Mass, we are sent out on  
mission! 

Finally, we are invited to remember the homily  
throughout the week. Could you write an action step on a 
sticky note for the bathroom mirror? Can you schedule 
prayer times on your calendar? Can you meet for coffee 
with a friend each week to speak about your spiritual life? 
May the Lord God bless you abundantly with a deeper  
understanding of his action in your life. 

Our Fathers Podcast 

Tune into a podcast by Fr. Joseph and Fr. Josh of Clear Lake 

by going to the homepage of the Archangels website.  

PARISH LIAISONS 
St. Patrick, Britt 
Kristi Hejlik (641) 843-3215 ext. 6 
St. Patrick, Buffalo Center 
Jody Smith (641) 561-2309 
St. Wenceslaus, Duncan 
Esther Hadacek (641) 923-2919 
Rosemary Weaver (641) 923-6053 
St. James, Forest City 
Joy Heebink (641) 590-2917 
St. Boniface, Garner 
Mary Nedved (641) 923-2391 
St. Patrick, Lake Mills 
Connie Helgeson (641) 592-3487 

2  |  Welcome to the Archangels Catholic Cluster 

Congratulations 
Brayden Darvin Stecker. Son 

of Andrew and Jamie was  

Baptized on November 13  

We are glad to welcome him 

as a son of God. 

 

 
 

Glenn L. Wille 
November 12, 2021  

 

 
 

Cheryl Ann Zrostlik 
November 11, 2021  

St. Wenceslaus Parish Life 

Food Drive for Local Food Banks 

St. Wenceslaus Parish Life will be collecting for local food 
banks from now—December 18th. There will be a drop spot in 

the East entrance of the Duncan church. Items will be  
distributed to Britt and Garner food banks, please give  

generously. Thank you! 



Sign up for Flocknote - To receive messages regarding Mass and other 
event cancellations, information about when and where  
Eucharistic Adoration will be held, etc. Sign up by visiting  
Archangelscc.org and fill out the Flocknote form on the homepage. 

                                                                                                                     Page 3 

Cluster Calendar of Events 

Wednesday, December 1 

 All parishes  6:30 pm  K-8 Faith Formation 

 All parishes  7:00 pm Ask the Fathers Anything HS Faith Formation  

Monday, December 13 

 D 6:00 pm FCSLA Meeting  at Duncan Hall 

 B 6:30 pm CDA #284 Meeting  

Tuesday, December 14 

 FC 6:30 pm Cluster Pastoral Meeting  

From the Pastor 

Advent we think of as a time for us to be anticipating the  
coming of Christ and at the same time remembering his  
coming in the past. The Church also focuses us on what  
Jesus’ second coming means. These four weeks I will be 
preaching on the second coming of Christ and the four last 
things. Each week my article will compliment my homily and 
one of the four last things. This first week we focus on death. 

Death is the only sure thing in life, but we are very good at 
keeping it out of our mind. Our lives are measured by time 
and death seems like the normal end of life. And from that  
perspective we have an urgency about our lives. We  
remember our time is limited and we strive to bring  
fulfillment to our life. Our faith informs us that “Death is a 
consequence of sin.” “Through one man sin entered the 
world, and through sin, death, and thus death came to all, 
inasmuch as all sinned.” Rom 5:12 Our nature is to die but 
God has destined us not to die. Death has been transformed 
by Christ. 

Christian death has a positive meaning. Through Baptism we 
have sacramentally died with Christ. In our earthly death, 
God calls us to himself. The Catechism even says, a “Christian 
can experience a desire for death like St. Paul’s: ‘My desire is 
to depart and be with Christ.’ He can transform his own 
death into an act of obedience and love towards the Father, 
after the example of Christ.” Death is the end of our  
pilgrimage on this earth. “There is no reincarnation after 
death.” Much of our faith reminds us of our death and the 
promises of God our Father. The Hail Mary, the Saints, the 
Crucifix, priest’s clerics, etc. all remind us to avail ourselves 
of our faith to prepare for our death. Here is a prayer from 
St. John Henry Cardinal Newman. 

Oh, my Lord and Savior, support me in that hour in the 
strong arms of thy Sacraments, and by the fresh fragrance of 
thy consolations. Let the absolving words be said over me, 
and the holy oil sign and seal me, and thine own Body be my 
food, and thy Blood my sprinkling; and let my sweet Mother, 
Mary, breathe on me, and my Angel whisper peace to me, 
and my glorious Saints smile upon me; that in them all, and 
through them all, I may receive the gift of perseverance, and 
die, as I desire to live, in thy faith, in thy Church, in thy  
service, and in thy love. Amen.  

CCC 1005-1014 
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2019/12/01/advent-
and-the-four-last-things/ 

Also for a deeper reflection: http://sensustraditionis.org/
release/four-last-things/ Please don’t listen ahead. 

 

                                           St. Patrick’s Buffalo Center Cookie Walk 

Saturday, December 4th, 2021  

9:00-10:00 AM 

Heritage Town Center  

Hwy 9  

Buffalo Center, IA 

Offertory for the Needy 

Parishes of the Archangels Catholic Cluster will be  
collecting for: 

Local Area Food Pantries  

All loose change & currency on 

Saturday, December 4, 2021 &  

Sunday, December 5, 2021 

will be used for these funds as will your  

Offertory for the Needy envelopes 

We will close this fund December 26, 2021 

Food pantries provide assistance to low-income and  
no-income families in our local area. Food Pantries across 
the state are struggling to keep up with a rise in demand, 

please consider giving charitably  

 

 
Daniel Steven Pritchard 

November 7, 2021  
Grandson of Bill and  

Vivian Pritchard. 

OFFICE CLOSED: 

The cluster office will be closed on December 8th, 2021 and will 

resume normal business hours December 9th, 2021. 

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2019/12/01/advent-and-the-four-last-things/
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2019/12/01/advent-and-the-four-last-things/
http://sensustraditionis.org/release/four-last-things/
http://sensustraditionis.org/release/four-last-things/


Liturgies for the Week 
 

Monday, November 29 
  Garner 8:00  AM + For the Departed  
  Garner Adoration at 8:30 AM  
Tuesday, November 30 
  Duncan  8:00 AM + George & Betty Tlach   
  Forest City  5:30  PM + Jim Heinen 
Wednesday, December 1 
  Lake Mills 5:15 PM +  Robert Joynt   
  Britt 5:30  PM + John Fangman 
Thursday, December 2 
  Forest City 8:00 AM + Donna Roisen 
  Forest City Adoration at 8:30 AM   
  Garner 8:00 AM + Arlene L. Schmidt 
Friday, December 3 
  Britt 8:00 AM + Helen & George Madsen 
  Britt Adoration at 8:30 AM  
Saturday, December 4 
  Garner                    8:00    AM   +    Ryan Hrubes 
  Buffalo Center 4:00     PM   +    For the Departed  
  Duncan 4:00 PM  For the People 
  Britt (Spanish) 6:30  PM +  Duane Leerar  
Sunday, December 5 
  Britt 8:00 AM + John Fangman  
  Lake Mills 8:00  AM + Jackie Joynt  
  Garner 10:00 AM + George & Betty Tlach  
  Forest City 10:30 AM + Ed Plonski  

Mass times, events and announcements can also be found on  
www.archangelscc.org/calendar 

RECONCILIATION 

TUESDAY 
Duncan        7:30 AM  
Forest City     5:00 PM 
WEDNESDAY  
Britt          5:00 PM 
THURSDAY 
Garner            11:30 AM 
SATURDAY 
Duncan         3:30 PM 
Britt (Span/Eng) 6:00 PM 
SUNDAY 
Britt          7:30 AM 
Lake Mills         7:30 AM  
Forest City              10:00 AM   

Bulletin Deadline: 
         3:00 PM, Fridays 

unless noted on page 2 
             Email items to  
     sarahk@archangelscc.org 
 Questions? 
     Call 641-923-2329 Ext. 1 

Low Gluten hosts are now  
available in the  

Archangels 
Catholic Cluster 

Contact Fr. Marr if Interested. 

Heartland Asphalt 
Inc.  

Thank you for supporting 
our advertisers. Your  

patronage helps make  
our bulletin possible.  

What are you waiting for? The Gospel today gives us a stern 

warning: 

 Beware that your hearts do not become drowsy  

from carousing and drunkenness  

and the anxieties of daily life,  

and that day catch you by surprise like a trap. 

For that day will assault everyone 

who lives on the face of the earth. 

Be vigilant at all times  

and pray that you have the strength  

to escape the tribulations that are imminent  

and to stand before the Son of Man.  

 (Luke 21:34-36) 

As we start a new Church year and this new season of  

Advent it is good to keep in mind these awesome words 

from Jesus. We can ask ourselves, “what are we waiting 

for?” It is easy to get caught up in the anxieties of daily life 

and lose focus of the glories of eternal life!  We can fall into 

the trap of thinking that we have time to turn our life around, 

that everything will be okay in the end. But that is opposite 

of what Jesus is saying. He tells us to wake up and “be  

vigilant at all times.”  

Advent provides us the opportunity to pray for the strength 

of the coming of the Son of Man. Jesus is coming indeed at 

Christmas. But He is also coming again to take us to Himself 

and to the Father forever. That is a beautiful reality. Another 

reality is one given to us by the Church Fathers: Memento 

Mori. That’s Latin for “remember, you will die.” —Perhaps, 

a little less cheery than Merry Christmas, but just as  

meaningful— Are we ready to receive Christ Jesus our 

Lord? And if not what are we waiting for? 

 

For Advent a great spiritual practice would be to wake up  

every morning and think “memento mori.” So that, when 

Christ comes on Christmas, or His second coming, we can 

stand before the Son of Man and be embraced by His perfect 

love and mercy. 

TO KNOW - TO LOVE - TO SERVE 

Faith Formation Mission Statement: 

We are Called - Formed - Sent 

FAITH FORMATION 

Carpet Needed for Faith Formation 

Garner Faith Formation needs a sound dampening carpet for 

their 2nd grade classroom. The room has a severe echo and we 

believe a carpet would help reduce noise. If you would be  

willing to donate a remnant of clean carpet or a large rug  

(roughly 15’ by 20’) please contact Bret and Jennifer Bredlow at 

garneriaff@gmail.com. Thank you! 


