
906 W. O Street, Forest City, IA 50436 

St. Patrick 
139 Third St. SE 
Britt, IA 50423 

St. Wenceslaus 
2343 Navy Ave. 

(Duncan) 
Britt, IA 50423 

St. Boniface 
660 Bush Ave. 

Garner, IA 50438 

St. Patrick 
115 5th Ave. NW 

Buffalo Center, IA 50424 

St. James 
906 W. O Street  

Forest City, IA 50436 

St. Patrick 
406 S. Grant 

Lake Mills, IA 50450 

PASTORAL STAFF 
Fr. Andrew Marr, Pastor 
660 Bush Avenue ● Garner, IA 50438 
Email……………………Dbqmarr@dbqarch.org 
Phone…………………..923-2329 ext. 2 
Fr. Joseph Sevcik, Associate Pastor 
660 Bush Avenue ● Garner, IA 50438 
Email………………..….j.sevcik@dbqarch.org 
Phone…………………..923-2329 ext. 3 
Deacon Tom Blomme 
Email…………….……...DBQ088D2@dbqarch.org 
Phone…………………...585-4856 ext. 9 

Deacon John Roisen 
Email…………….……...DBQ088D3@dbqarch.org 
Phone…………………...585-4856 ext.  

Deacon  Francisco Vazquez 
Email…………….……...DBQ088D4@dbqarch.org 
Phone…………………...585-4856 ext.  

CLUSTER OFFICE HOURS IN FOREST CITY 
Monday--12:00 PM to 4:00 PM 
Tues, Wed, Thurs--8:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
Friday--8:00 AM to NOON 

CLUSTER  STAFF 
Business Manager, Cheryl Hawe 
Email…………….........CherylH@archangelscc.org 
Phone………………….585-4856 ext. 8 
Cluster Admin. Asst.  Sarah Brandenburg 
Email………………..... SarahK@archangelscc.org 
Phone………………….585-4856 ext. 1 
Director of Faith Formation, Joel Bittner 
Email……………….....JoelB@archangelscc.org 
Phone………………....585-4856 ext. 4 
Youth Ministry, Julie Blomme 
Email…………………..JulieB@archangelscc.org 
Phone………………....585-4856 ext. 5 
Cluster Liturgist, Kristi Hejlik 
Email……………….….KristiH@archangelscc.org 
Phone………………….843-3215 ext. 6 
Hours………………….Tues 8-4:30 & Thurs 1-4:30 
RCIA Coordinators, Doug & Dawn Doughan 
Phone………………….(641) 860-1398 

Text “Archangelscc”  
to 84576 to sign up 

December 19, 2021 

 

ARE YOU NEW? 

If you are interested in registering at any of our parishes, 

please contact Sarah Brandenburg at our Cluster Office.  

641-585-4856 ext. 1 

mailto:...DBQ088D2@dbqarch.org
mailto:...DBQ088D2@dbqarch.org
mailto:...DBQ088D2@dbqarch.org
mailto:..BrendaS@archangelscc.org


From the Desk of Fr. Joseph Sevcik 
 

Our Lady of Guadalupe and Family Prayer 

Earlier in the month, we celebrated Our Lady of Guadalupe. This 
is a huge celebration in Mexico, but it also is for the Universal 
Church. The feast celebrates the appearance of Mary to the  
Mexican people encouraging them by witnessing that the  
Christian faith is on offer to all peoples. One of the neat local 
traditions among our Hispanic community is to gather for a series 
of rosaries each night in a different family's house leading up to 
December 12th. The nightly gatherings (though I could only  
attend some) made an impression. 

One takeaway was the power of Christian community and  
gathering together for prayer and common life. As a priest, when 
I visit a particular family's house, I naturally begin to feel closer 
to them. The Church building is great, but a family's home is a 
special invitation into their life. Now, expand this idea to the  
entire community where we open our doors to each other. It was 
a beautiful witness to invite large groups of the Church into a 
home each night to pray and then share a meal. I worry about 
how individualistic we tend to be in America and how this limits 
us from living the full communal life that Christianity calls to us. 
Could more families in our Cluster gather together like this? 

When we gathered at a house, the first thing we did was to pray a 
rosary together. In the rosary, we meditate upon the mysteries of 
Christ's life, praying to God and asking for Mary to pray for us, 
her children. Once again, this stresses the communal nature of the 
Body of Christ and unites the Church Triumphant in Heaven with 
the Church still on pilgrimage on earth. When we pray together 
as the Body of Christ, the Church, we are brought together in 
greater unity. We actualize a fuller realization of our  
eschatological destiny. 

Posture in prayer is also something worthwhile of consideration. 
It is amazing to see fathers and sons kneeling together in prayer. 
What a beautiful image for family life! Kneeling is a fitting  
expression of our dependence upon God, our need for His grace 
in our lives. We are not just disembodied souls, but we are a body 
and soul composite, both material and immaterial. Therefore, 
kneeling in prayer together, though not strictly necessary, is a 
fitting posture giving testimony to our need for God. It is an  
expression of humility, openness, and dependence upon our 
Lord.  

Let us conclude by lifting some points for prayerful reflection. 
How can I celebrate feast days more festively? How can I  
increase in the communal dimension of my faith? Can my family 
pray together with other families in the home? How can I be a 
better witness of faith for my children? Our Lady of Guadalupe, 
ruega por nosotros! 

Our Fathers Podcast 

Tune into a podcast by Fr. Joseph and Fr. Josh of Clear Lake 

by going to the homepage of the Archangels website.  

PARISH LIAISONS 
St. Patrick, Britt 
Kristi Hejlik (641) 843-3215 ext. 6 
St. Patrick, Buffalo Center 
Jody Smith (641) 561-2309 
St. Wenceslaus, Duncan 
Esther Hadacek (641) 923-2919 
Rosemary Weaver (641) 923-6053 
St. James, Forest City 
Joy Heebink (641) 590-2917 
St. Boniface, Garner 
Mary Nedved (641) 923-2391 
St. Patrick, Lake Mills 
Connie Helgeson (641) 592-3487 

2  |  Welcome to the Archangels Catholic Cluster 

 

 
Gary Ralph Hejlik 

November 27, 2021 
Husband of Sally  

Bulletin Submission Deadlines 

With Christmas soon approaching and as we  

prepare for the new year, please note the changes in  

article submission deadlines below. Thank you! 

• Articles for January 2nd are due Friday, December 17th 

Catholic Daughters of the Americas 2022 Education Contest 

The Catholic Daughters of the Americas St. Catherine of Siena 

Court #284 of Britt is sponsoring the CDA Education contest 

this year. The contest is open to grades 4-12 and adult CDA 

members. The categories are art, poetry, computer art,  

essay, music and photography. Contestants are to choose 

ONE of these themes: “With God all things are possible”  

Mt: 19:26 OR Where is God in my life when I am struggling? 

The deadline is 1-30-2022. For additional information contact 

Pat DeWaard—843-3672 or Bonnie Pals 843-0128.  

Thank you! 

OFFICE CLOSED  
 

The Cluster office will be closed Thursday, December 

23rd and will resume normal business hours on  

Monday, December 27th.  

ST. PATRICK LAKE MILS CHRISTMAS ENVELOPES 
It has been brought to our attention that St. Patrick in Lake Mills 

was not supplied with envelopes for Christmas. We have supplied 

extra Holy Days white envelopes that will be at the back of the 

parish. Please write your name on the top of them. We apologize 

for the inconvenience. Thank you! 



Sign up for Flocknote - To receive messages regarding Mass and 
other event cancellations, information about when and where  
Eucharistic Adoration will be held, etc. Sign up by visiting  
Archangelscc.org and fill out the Flocknote form on the homepage. 
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Cluster Calendar of Events 

Sunday, December 19 

 B 5:00 pm Youth Christmas Party  

Wednesday, December 22 

 All parishes CANCELLED 6:30 pm K-8 Faith Formation 

 All parishes  CANCELLED 7:00 pm HS Faith Formation  

Wednesday, January 5 

 FC 6:30 pm All Catechist Meeting  

From the Pastor 

Happy Final week of Advent. 

If you have been following along you know that this 
is the final week of the Four Last Things, Heaven. It 
is also the greatest of the four last things, or at least 
that is my opinion.  

Heaven and Hell are similar in this way, they are not 
so much places as they are states of being. Hell is 
the state of torment, and Heaven the state of  
eternal bliss. We see God face to face, without  
mediation, without a veil, not as in a mirror, but we 
see God as he is. Heaven is that state of being where 
all is forgiven, all is made perfect, all is made holy. 
Heaven is where we are joined to the company of 
holy angels. “Heaven is the blessed community of all 
who are perfectly incorporated into Christ.”  
(CCC 1026) 

We hear, see, believe many different things about 
heaven, but we do not truly know exactly what it 
will be like. We believe that the sacraments are 
foretastes of heaven. We see movies that try and 
depict it but they are all lacking in some way. “This 
mystery of blessed communion with God and all 
who are in Christ is beyond all understanding and 
description.” (CCC 1027) Images that are used  
convey blessing and joy: Life, light, peace, wedding 
feast, Father’s house, etc.  

Heaven is eternal beatitude and it is what we were 
made for. To be in union with God perfectly and to 
be united to all of creation in perfect harmony. We 
do not know exactly what that will look like or what 
it will be, but it is where our soul will be. Let us pray 
that we might continue to grow in holiness and 
make our hearts available to the Lord that he might 
grant us the grace to desire him even more as we 
approach the celebration of his birth. God bless. 

Additional resources: 

http://sensustraditionis.org/release/four-last-
things/ 

https://www.ewtn.com/catholicism/teachings/life-
everlasting-136 

 

 

 
Richard Louis Kahler  
November 26, 2021 

Husband of Dee  

 

 
 

David Wayne Eicholz 
November 23, 2021 

 

 

 
Sheri Van Oort  

November 20, 2021 
Wife of Rich 

 

4th Sunday of Advent 
Luke 1:39-45 
 
Blessed Advent! 
Today we have two mothers meeting; they are related, and one 
carries in her womb John the Baptist and the other woman, 
Mary, carries in her womb Jesus. 
The Gospel account says that John, who would cry out in the 
desert the message that everyone needs to "prepare the way of 
the Lord," leapt with joy in the womb of his mother upon  
hearing Mary's greeting. 
John's message in the desert is the message that we all need to 
heed as we get closer to the Christmas celebration. May our 
faith leap with joy at the chance to proclaim our Lord and to 
prepare the way! 

http://sensustraditionis.org/release/four-last-things/
http://sensustraditionis.org/release/four-last-things/
https://www.ewtn.com/catholicism/teachings/life-everlasting-136
https://www.ewtn.com/catholicism/teachings/life-everlasting-136


Liturgies for the Week 
 

Monday, December 20 

  Garner 8:00  AM + Louie & Bernie Hawe   
  Garner Adoration at 8:30 AM  
Tuesday, December 21 
  Duncan  8:00 AM + Flossie & Ralph Hejlik  

  Forest City  5:30  PM + Robert Joynt  
  Wednesday, December 22 
  Lake Mills 5:15 PM +  Paul Sorenson 
  Britt 5:30  PM + Donald L. & Donald J. Preuschl 
Thursday, December 23 

  Forest City 8:00 AM + Donna Roisen  
  Forest City Adoration at 8:30 AM   
  Garner 12:00 PM + Ralph Hejlik Jr.  
Friday, December 24 

  Britt 4:00  PM + John Fangman  
  Forest City 4:00  PM + Ivah Johnson 
  Buffalo Center 6:00  PM + Jackie Joynt 
  Garner  6:00 PM + Virgie Grunwald  

  Britt (Spanish) 8:00 PM + Lloyd & Rita Muller  
  Duncan 8:00 PM + Joseph V. Oborny Jr.  
Saturday, December 25 
  Forest City 12:00   AM           For the People  
  Garner  9:00 AM + Daryl Upmeyer 

  Lake Mills 9:00 AM + Frank & Margaret Scholl  
  Buffalo Center 4:00 PM  Cancelled 
  Duncan 4:00 PM  Cancelled  
  Britt (Spanish) 6:30 PM  Cancelled  

Sunday, December 26 
  Britt 8:00 AM + Chuck Rudisill 
  Lake Mills 8:00  AM + Don & LaVonne Adams   
  Garner 10:00 AM + Charlene East   

  Forest City 10:30 AM + Lillian Plonski 

Mass times, events and announcements can also be found on  
www.archangelscc.org/calendar 

RECONCILIATION 

TUESDAY 
Duncan        7:30 AM  
Forest City     5:00 PM 
WEDNESDAY  
Britt          5:00 PM 
THURSDAY 
Garner            11:30 AM 
SATURDAY 
Duncan         Cancelled  
Britt (Span/Eng) Cancelled  
SUNDAY 
Britt          7:30 AM 
Lake Mills         7:30 AM  
Forest City              10:00 AM   

 

Bulletin Deadline: 
         3:00 PM, Fridays 

unless noted on page 2 
             Email items to  
     sarahk@archangelscc.org 
 Questions? 
     Call 641-923-2329 Ext. 1 

Low Gluten hosts are now  
available in the  

Archangels 
Catholic Cluster 

Contact Fr. Marr if Interested. 

Northside 
Automotive  

Thank you for supporting 
our advertisers. Your  

patronage helps make  
our bulletin possible.  

TO KNOW - TO LOVE - TO SERVE 

Faith Formation Mission Statement: 

We are Called - Formed - Sent 

FAITH FORMATION 

Jesus, is almost here! But, did He ever leave? 

As Advent draws to a close and Christmas morn starts to 

dawn we can reflect on Jesus coming to us. Advent is the 

season when we can invite Him to dwell anew in our 

hearts. Emmanuel means God with us. Jesus, came to 

earth as a baby and joined in our human nature. He  

wanted to be involved in every part of our life, so He  

became like us in every way but in sin. The Incarnation is 

the beauty of the season when God longs to be with us. 

Advent and Christmas remind us to invite God into our 

lives. However, it is not as if God has ever left. We strive  

each day and each moment to invite Jesus into our hearts. 

Another great practice is to remember how Jesus has 

always been with us. The truth is that God has been  

present to us for our entire lives. The Catechism of the 

Catholic Church says in its first paragraph “at every time 

and in every place, God draws close to man.” No matter 

good or bad times, in our best or worst places, God has 

been with us.  

How have you seen God draw near to you in your life? 

Spend some time this Advent and Christmas thinking 

about how God has worked in your life. What has He  

given you? Who are the people he has put in your life? 

What experiences have you had to know His love for you? 

In your worst moments, can you see how God was present 

to you? This meditation can be difficult for us. Our sin 

and wounds often blind us to God’s love and goodness. 

Do not be discouraged if you find it hard to know God’s  

presence in your life. This takes much practice. It is the 

practice of prayer. Prayer is simply being in the presence 

of God, it is communion with the One who loves us. 

Another good meditation is to think back to the first time 

you encountered God. When was it? How do you  

remember Jesus being present? These memories are  

helpful to recall how Jesus longs to come dwell with you 

again. If you do not remember when you first encountered 

Jesus or you have not yet  

encountered Jesus, take time right now to pray: “Jesus, 

come be with me.” He will not fail to be with you. 

Jesus is Emmanuel, He is with us. Remember that Jesus 

does not only come to us at Christmas, rather He wants to 

be with you in every moment. We have only to let Him.  


