
906 W. O Street, Forest City, IA 50436 

St. Patrick 
139 Third St. SE 
Britt, IA 50423 

St. Wenceslaus 
2343 Navy Ave. 

(Duncan) 
Britt, IA 50423 

St. Boniface 
660 Bush Ave. 

Garner, IA 50438 

St. Patrick 
115 5th Ave. NW 

Buffalo Center, IA 50424 

St. James 
906 W. O Street  

Forest City, IA 50436 

St. Patrick 
406 S. Grant 

Lake Mills, IA 50450 

PASTORAL STAFF 
Fr. Andrew Marr, Pastor 
660 Bush Avenue ● Garner, IA 50438 
Email……………………Dbqmarr@dbqarch.org 
Phone…………………..923-2329 ext. 2 
Fr. Ben Valentine, Associate Pastor 
660 Bush Avenue ● Garner, IA 50438 
Email………………..…..b.valentine@dbqarch.org 
Phone…………………..923-2329 ext. 3 
Deacon Tom Blomme 
Email…………….……...DBQ088D2@dbqarch.org 
Phone…………………...585-4856 ext. 9 

Deacon John Roisen 
Email…………….……...DBQ088D3@dbqarch.org 
Phone…………………...585-4856 ext.  

Deacon  Francisco Vazquez 
Email…………….……...DBQ088D4@dbqarch.org 
Phone…………………...585-4856 ext.  

CLUSTER OFFICE HOURS IN FOREST CITY 
Monday--12:00 PM to 4:00 PM 
Tues, Wed, Thurs--8:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
Friday--8:00 AM to NOON 

CLUSTER  STAFF 
Business Manager, Cheryl Hawe 
Email…………….........CherylH@archangelscc.org 
Phone………………….585-4856 ext. 8 
Cluster Admin. Asst. Nora Clark 
Email………………..... NoraC@archangelscc.org 
Phone………………….585-4856 ext. 1 
Director of Faith Formation, Joel Bittner 
Email……………….....JoelB@archangelscc.org 
Phone………………....585-4856 ext. 4 
Youth Ministry, Julie Blomme 
Email…………………..JulieB@archangelscc.org 
Phone………………....585-4856 ext. 5 
Cluster Liturgist, Kristi Hejlik 
Email……………….….KristiH@archangelscc.org 
Phone………………….843-3215 ext. 6 
Hours………………….Tues 8-4:00 & Thurs 1-4:00 
RCIA Coordinators, Doug & Dawn Doughan 
Phone………………….(641) 860-1398 

ARE YOU NEW? 

We would love to welcome you!  

Please call the office so that we can 

connect. 641-585-4856 ext. 1 

Text “Archangelscc”  
to 84576 to sign up 

October 16, 2022 

mailto:...DBQ088D2@dbqarch.org
mailto:...DBQ088D2@dbqarch.org
mailto:...DBQ088D2@dbqarch.org
mailto:..BrendaS@archangelscc.org


PARISH LIAISONS 
St. Patrick, Britt 
Kristi Hejlik (641) 843-3215 ext. 6 
St. Patrick, Buffalo Center 
Jody Smith (641) 561-2309 
St. Wenceslaus, Duncan 
Esther Hadacek (641) 923-2919 
Rosemary Weaver  
(641) 430-3897 
St. James, Forest City 
Barb Ruiter (641) 590-0835 
St. Boniface, Garner 
Mary Nedved (641) 923-2391 
St. Patrick, Lake Mills 
Connie Helgeson (641) 592-3487 

2  |  Welcome to the Archangels Catholic Cluster 

Sign up for Flocknote - To receive messages regarding Mass and 
other event cancellations, information about when and where  
Eucharistic Adoration will be held, etc. Sign up by visiting  

Archangelscc.org and fill out the Flocknote form on the homepage. 

 

 

 

Laura Schaben 

October 6, 2022 

Mother of Jody Garland 

From the Pastor  

Prayer is always answered but not always in the way 

we want it to be. Sometimes prayer changes us to  

understand and perceive how God is present in our  

current situation. Sometimes prayer changes the  

situation and we are able to rejoice in what the Lord 

has done. But no matter the situation or what the  

outcome is, our steadfast commitment should be to 

pray always and to be united as a people of faith. Jesus 

wonders “But when the Son of Man comes, will he 

find faith on earth?”  

This past month we started Family Faith Formation 

once a month at all of the faith formation sites. From 

my experience it has gone well but there is a deep need 

for a conversion within our parishes. It is great to have 

almost 200 kids or more in our Faith Formation  

programs, but faith isn’t knowledge. One of my  

favorite Podcasters is not a person of faith but he 

knows more about the Bible than most Catholics do. 

Faith is a relationship and so the question Jesus asks is 

one about relationship with God. Will he find people in 

a deep abiding relationship with God?  

That is what my retreat is about. Priest (Bishops and  

Deacons as well) are required to go on a yearly retreat. 

For priests it is meant to be at least 5 days and can be 

up to 8 days for their yearly retreat. What do I do on 

retreat? I pray, a lot. I pray 4 hours a day with Mass 

and the Liturgy of the Hours mixed in there as well. 

There is no time for music, tv, email, phone calls, or 

anything that would distract from setting the stage to 

listen to God and be in a moment of abiding in His 

presence. It is a time of grace that you eventually get 

used to doing and look forward to. I am not suggesting 

everyone should do a 5 or 8 day retreat but one day a 

year should be devoted to doing some kind of retreat.  

1. Pick a day and clear that day of everything, 2. Find a 

place, maybe an Airbnb, monastery, or retreat center, 

that is secluded and away from daily life, 3. Schedule a 

two night stay so that you can begin your retreat in the  

evening and conclude on the morning you leave,  

4. Work with a priest or a spiritual director to plan out 

the retreat, 5. Ensure as well as you can that nothing 

will disrupt your retreat (leave your phone in the car or 

if you need it for an alarm put it on airplane mode and 

battery saver mode, 6. Go on retreat and allow God to 

do the work of leading you into a deeper relationship 

with him. 

Youth Bowling Party 
Who: 9-12 Youth of the ACC 
What: Bowling Party 
When: Sunday, October 16th 2-4pm 
Where: Super Bowl in Forest City 
Cost: Two FREE games, shoes, pizza, and pop 

St. James 
Roast Beef Sundae Drive-Thru Dinner 
 Sunday, October 16  Noon – 1:30 p.m 
Roast Beef Sundae, Dinner Roll, Pie 
Tickets $10  Tickets on sale Oct. 2, 9, and 16  
before and after Mass. Also buy at the Drive-Thru. 
Make checks payable to 
St. James Knights of Columbus #7896. 
Sponsored by St. James Parish Life, Archangels Youth, and  
St. James Knights of Columbus #7896. 

After the joyful summer months,  
the Fall season is a great time to  
streamline your stewardship.  
eGiving is a way to simplify your  
giving and provide steady,  
consistent support that helps us 
be ready with programs, services, 
and ministries for our church  
families and for those in our  
community. Your recurring gifts 
will help strengthen our parish 
and sustain our ministries 
throughout the year. Visit  
archangelscc.org and click on 
“Online Giving” to get started! 

We began our first Friday 

Clergy visits to the sick and 

homebound this month. If 

there is anyone you know 

that would want a visit, 

email Fr. Ben: 

b.valentine@dbqarch.org 

or let us know at the office. 
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Cluster Calendar of Events 
Sunday, October 16 

         FC  Noon-1:30 PM  Roast Beef Sundae Drive-Thru 
    Dinner 

         FC  2:00-4:00 PM  Youth Bowling Party at Super  
                 Bowl in Forest City 

Monday, October 17 

          B   7:00 PM  Knights of Columbus Meeting 

Wednesday, October 19 

          All Parishes    6:30 PM  K-8 Faith Formation 

          6:30 PM  FC Family FF Night 

          7:00 PM  HS Faith Formation 

From Fr. Ben Valentine 

Respect Life Month: Abortion 

October is Respect Life Month. Every sin against human  
dignity is to be condemned. We live in a broken world. The 
Good News is that God can bring about a spiritual  
resurrection in us if we are forgiven in Confession. These 
articles during respect life month are not meant to accuse 
but instruct so that each of us will have fullness of life here 
and in the hereafter. This week, the topic is abortion.  
The Catechism of the Catholic Church will be our guide: 
i 
“2270 Human life must be respected and protected  
absolutely from the moment of conception. From the first 
moment of his existence, a human being must be recognized 
as having the rights of a person- among which is the  
inviolable right of every innocent being to life” Because 
abortion takes the life of a defenseless human who would 
develop into a fully grown human, it is serious business. The 
size of a person does not determine their dignity. Instead the 
reality that they are a human person made in God’s image 
does. 
i 
“2271 Since the first century the Church has affirmed the 
moral evil of every procured abortion. This teaching has not 
changed and remains unchangeable. Direct abortion, that is 
to say, abortion willed either as an end or a means, is gravely 
contrary to the moral law: 

     You shall not kill the embryo by abortion and shall not      
cause the newborn to perish.” 
i 

This teaching of the Church about procured abortion has 
been the most consistent and urgently preached moral 
teaching in the Church’s history as is evidenced by the quote 
above form the Didache (2nd century AD). While the manner 
of killing unborn children has changed, the sin remains grave.  
i 

“2272 Formal cooperation in an abortion constitutes a grave 
offense. The Church attaches the canonical penalty of  
excommunication to this crime against human life…The 
Church does not thereby intend to restrict the scope of  
mercy. Rather, she makes clear the gravity of the crime  
committed, the irreparable harm done to the innocent who 
is put to death, as well as to the parents and the whole of 
society.” 

This is not only a women's issue as far as guilt goes.  
Everyone else directly involved in abortion is guilty of sin 
(doctor, nurse, the mother, and any father, family, or friends 
who coerce and assist with the abortion). Pope Francis 
wrote Misericordia et misera in 2016 which gave priests 
throughout the world the ability to forgive the sin of  
abortion rather than needing to go to the Bishop. There is 
nothing “holding us back” from being forgiven of this sin. 
The Good News is that Jesus died to forgive all sin, abortion 
included. He wants freedom, new life, and hope for you and I. 
He did not come to condemn the world but to save it  
(Jn 3:17). He wants to receive and embrace us when we sin. 
He wants to embrace us in heaven forever. Will we resist 
that embrace? 

Want to pray? Need to pray?  

Remember that our churches St. Patrick - Britt,  

St. James - Forest City, and St. Boniface - Garner 

are open everyday from 5:45 AM to 8 PM. It is 

good to pray in your home, but even better to 

pray with Jesus present in the tabernacle!  

What could your life look like if you visited 

Jesus at least one extra time a week? 

P 

R 

A 

Y 



 

LITURGIES FOR THE WEEK 

 

Monday, October 17 
  Garner 8:00  AM + Gerardo Padilla 
 Adoration at 8:30 AM   
Tuesday, October 18 
  Duncan  8:00 AM + Henry V. Rayhons 
  Forest City  5:30  PM  The Reineke Family 
Wednesday, October 19 
  Lake Mills 5:15 PM  Gene Walz (Health) 
  Britt  5:30  PM + Dan Chizek 
Thursday, October 20 
  Forest City 8:00 AM + Steve Landwehr  
 Adoration at 8:30 AM  
  Garner 12:00 PM + Dorothy Huinker 
Friday, October 21 
  Britt 8:00 AM + Sally Weiskamp 
 Adoration at 8:30 AM 
Saturday, October 22 
  Buffalo Center  4:00 PM + Bob & Jackie Joynt  
  Duncan 4:00 PM  Geo Ricke Family         
-Britt  (Spanish) 6:30 PM + Jesús Cordova    
Sunday, October 23 
  Britt  8:00   AM       Hildman/McAvoy Family 
  Lake Mills   8:00 AM   For the People 
  Garner 10:00 AM + Robert Waite 
  Forest City 10:30 AM  + Larry & Grace Gleason 

Mass times, events and announcements can also be found 
on www.archangelscc.org/calendar 

RECONCILIATION 

TUESDAY 
Duncan        7:30   AM  
Forest City     5:00   PM 
WEDNESDAY  
Britt          5:00   PM 
THURSDAY 
Garner            11:30 AM 
SATURDAY 
Duncan         3:30   PM 
Britt (Span/Eng) 6:00   PM 
SUNDAY 
Britt  7:30   AM 
Lake Mills         7:30   AM 
Forest City              10:00 AM 

Bulletin Deadline: 
         3:00 PM, Fridays 

unless noted on page 2 
 
 Questions? 
     Call 641-923-2329 Ext. 1 

Low Gluten hosts are now  
available in the  

Archangels 
Catholic Cluster 

Contact Fr. Marr if Interested. 

SCHOTT  

FUNERAL HOMES 

Thank you for supporting 
our advertisers. Your  

patronage helps make  
our bulletin possible.  

FAITH FORMATION  
“The soul needs prayer like the body needs  
oxygen.” 

Could you imagine a day or even a moment without 
breathing? We need to think of prayer the same way. 
We need our souls to take what Pope Francis calls “the 
deep breath of prayer” on at least a daily basis. Prayer 
is important for our spiritual life like oxygen is for our 
physical life.  

Prayer or praying is the fourth characteristic of a  
disciple. What is it? St. Teresa of Avila (a saint who was 
known to levitate and experience mystical visions 
when she prayed) said, “Mental prayer is nothing 
else, in my opinion, but being on terms of  
friendship with God, frequently conversing in  
secret with him who we know loves us.” So prayer is 
like talking with a friend who loves us. 

Who is your best friend? And why are they your best 
friend? A friend is someone who loves you. They love 
you in a way that does not just make you feel good, but 
they love you in a way that desires your absolute good. 
A true friend wants the best for you, even if it does not 
feel good. This is what God wants for you. He wants the 
best for you. He loves you and has a perfect plan for 
your life! It may not always feel good to follow God’s 
plan, but it is the best thing for you. In prayer, God 
wants to tell you He loves you and tell you about his 
perfect plan. 

What sort of things do you talk about with your best 
friend? True friends are the ones with whom you can 
share your thoughts, feelings, and desires. You can talk 
to them about anything and you know they will listen. 
No matter how big or small, silly or serious, you can tell 
them. God is the same and better. God knows  
everything, so he already knows our thoughts, feelings, 
and desires. But, He loves when we tell those things to 
Him. Like a parent who already knows the scores and 
stats of his son or daughter’s sports game, he loves to 
hear about it first hand from his children. 

Three things to summarize prayer: 

1. You need to pray, or you will die (spiritually)! 

2. Talk to God like your best friend. You can tell Him 
anything. He loves to hear from you. 

3. Listen to God. He has a perfect plan for your life. 
Plus, no one likes someone who does all the talking. 

Pray: Lord, help me to be your disciple! Show me 
your love and perfect plan for my life. 


