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Rev. Fr. Tom Kuffel (Pastor) 
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2 Doyon Place 

       Fairbanks, AK  
99701 

 

   (907) 452-3533 
 
 

iccsecretary2@cbna.org 
   http://iccfairbanks.org 

Parish Office Hours      
 Tues.-Fri. 10:00AM - 3:00PM 

1.16.2022 

Parish Information 
Mass Times:  

Sat: 4:00 PM; Sun 7:30 AM; 10:00 AM 
M. T T. F. 12:10 PM at ICC 
Wed: 5:30 PM followed by Adoration/Confession 

 

Confessions:  
11:30 AM—12:00 PM Immaculate Conception  
Saturday 3:00 PM— 4:00 PM at Sacred Heart 
Saturday 3:00 PM—3:30 PM ICC 
Or please call the parish to arrange a time 
 

Baptism:  Call Dc. Sean Stack  907-452-3533 
Marriage: Call six months prior to wedding date. 

Stewardship: “Do whatever He tells you!”  
 This statement raises the hackles. It creates a 
slavery mentality in which we give up our rights 
and our judgement. I am forced to do the will of 
the other.  
 Freedom, however, does not mean we are at 
liberty to do whatever we want. Freedom 
empowers us to do what we are capable of doing.  
 Just as an athlete who practices their sport 
becomes better through discipline, now he is freer 
to do things that were once difficult.  
 So too with stewardship. We are to break our self
-centered attitude that we are free to do whatever 
we want, and replace it with the attitude that I am 
free when I master myself and practice those 
Christian disciplines until I am so competent that I 
freely do what I have chosen to do. Once we learn 
this lesson, obedience to God’s ways are easy.  
 Doing what God wants frees us to be fully 
human, for He is the one who created us. Free we 
choose to be like Him as He chose to become one 
like us.  

 "Do whatever he tells you."  
 

"Fill the jars with water."  
 

You are the Water Jar! 

Status of Operating Fund - (July 1, 2019 - April 25, 2021) 
Includes CC Donations received 

http://giving.parishsoft.com/iccfairbanks  

There are different kinds of 
spiritual gifts but the same 

Spirit;  
there are different forms of 

Bringing all souls to Jesus through Mary, the Immaculate Conception. 

Weekly Budgeted 
Actual Collection **includes grants received** 

$6,651.79 
$7364.33 

Over/<Under> Weekly Budget $712.54 

Year-to-Date Budgeted 
Year-to-Date Actual Collections 

$186,250.12 
$178,811.51 

Over/<Under> Yearly Budget <$7,438.61> 

Expenses Budgeted for the year 
Expenses for the year to date 

$186,250.12 
$204,425.29 

 

http://giving.parishsoft.com/iccfairbanks


RElg Ed Class Schedule: 
 Jan 16 Classes Resume 

Year End Reports 
Year end statements will be ready Saturday Jan 8 in the 
back of Church.  
New Envelopes will be  late this year as the Church 
Budget Company is behind. IF you have an address 
change or phone change please let us know.  

 
Calling all young adults (18-40)!  

Tired of cooking? Curious about your faith? Why don’t 
you join the Catholic Young Adults of Fairbanks this 
Thursday January 20th for Feast and Faith! Enjoy a meal 
with friends and take some time to learn about the faith. 
This month’s topic is the Eucharist and will be presented 
on by Father Robert Fath. Grab a friend and come hungry 
to Feast and Faith from 6:30-8:00pm at the Saint Nick’s 
Social Hall this Thursday January 20th. Free Food, Free 
Knowledge, and Free Time with Jesus as we will celebrate 
Adoration afterwards!  
 
 
 

 February is Marriage and Family Month and 
Sacred Heart Cathedral announces a city-wide marriage 
preparation program open to all engaged couples. 
Beloved – Mystery and Meaning of Marriage includes six 
inspiring and informative sessions. February 5, 12, 19, and 
March 5, 12, 19. Saturday mornings from 9:00 to 10:30 AM 
at Sacred Heart Cathedral, 1300 Peger Road, Fairbanks, 
AK 99709.  
 The marriage preparation program explores the 
spiritual and eternal reality behind “I Do.” Beautifully 
filmed and featuring acclaimed marriage experts, the 
video classes speak to the very heart of every man and 
woman, bringing sacramental truth and God-infused love 
into the everyday challenges of married life.  
 Couples planning on attending should register 
with Sacred Heart Cathedral (call (907) 474-9032 extension 
7). Also please register to attend the Engaged Encounter 
Weekend at Saint Nicholas Church February 25-27 (Call 
488-2462 and see your pastor for an Engaged Encounter 
Registration Form). 
 

Please Remember in Your Prayers 

Mason Edwards; Ralph Payner; Rocco Vicari; Jim & Sandy Harity; Rebecca Weatherford and family; Edie Del Cecato; Fred; 
Drew;  Phillip Penpraze; Lily; Luna; Bishop Chad and clergy; Dorothy Stella & family; May Walsh; Claudia Piatt; Gary Jones;  
Family, Gerry Walsh; Lorraine Salzman, Kay McLevey, Emily, Peggy Mantei, Teri Walsh, Annette Chuckwu and family, Kathy 
Geco+, Jullian, Bobby & Marlene Masick, Teri Landean, Jos. Luca Comperchio, Tonya Kistner, Martin & Amy Moriarty, Dante 

McNulty, Donna Gutbrod,  Mikey Noble, Jordan Williams, Arlene & Hennie Estiamba, Jaylynn, Curtis, Dianna, and Daniel, Debbie, 
Joe & Cindy Fields, Mike Sexton, Erna Chlupp, Suki Ahn, Liam McLevey, Ed and Mary McBride, Al Haman, Paul Pipre, Amanda 

Cult, John Usibelli Jeannie Atkins, Jean McMillan, Paulette Russel, Jim Balko, and all names and intentions in our Book of  
Intentions.  

Sat. Jan 15 
4:00 PM 
6:30 PM 

Wilbert Cysewski + 
Recently Deceased 

Fr. Dismas 
Fr. Dismas 

Second Sunday 3:00 PM Confessions 

Sun. Jan  16 
7:30 AM 
10:00AM 

ICC, Healy, Nenana 
Brenden Walsh 

Fr. Dismas 
Fr. Juan 

Second Sunday 
Religious Ed  

8:30 AM—9:30 AM 

Mon Jan 17 12:10PM 
Deceased members of the 

Whitekov Family 
Fr. Tom  Legion of Mary 5:30 PM  

Tue. Jan 18 12:10 PM 
Joseph & Mary 
Comperchio + 

Fr. Tom   

Wed Jan 19 5:30 PM 
Carl and Mary  

Comperchio Family 
Fr. Tom  

Adoration/Confessions 
6:00 PM—7:00 PM  

Th Jan 20 12:10 PM Mike Warbelow + Fr. Tom 
St. Fabian 

St. Sebastian 
RCIA 6:30 PM  
Sacred Heart 

Fri Jan 21 12:10 PM 
All Members of the  

Copen Family 
Fr. Tom  

Voices of Wilderness  
6:30 PM 

Sat Jan 22 4:00 PM All ICC Families ICC Families  Confessions 3:00 PM 

Sun Jan 23 
7:30 AM 
10:00AM 

ICC, Healy, Nenana 
Recently Deceased 

ICC, Healy, and Nenana 
Recently Deceased 

Third Sunday  
Ordinary Time 

Relg Ed  8:30 AM 

     Date             Mass Intentions of   Priest   Feast Day  Activity 
              Time ICC Parishioners 



Stewardship: Do! 
 Just Do It! This famous line 
powerfully changes attitudes 
from feeling weak and feeble into 
attitudes of power and primacy.  
 Yet, not all people follow this 
philosophy. Most people, in fact, 
don’t just do it. They come up 
with excuses and justify their 
mediocrity.  
 If you don’t do, you eventual-
ly fail. Step by step you lower 
and lessen yourself until you 
have little motivation and inspira-
tion. You lose your purpose and 
drive for life.  
 Stewardship is the exact op-
posite of this mediocre mentality. 
People have “want” power. They 
have dreams, those dreams be-
come a vision and those visions 
become a mission because they 
pro-acted and did not merely re-
act. We have a purpose driven 
life as we see Jesus came for a 
purpose: to do the will of the Fa-
ther.  
 Stewardship encompasses 
this philosophy of doing. We just 
do it for God because we are in-
spired. We do because we want; 
and we want to make a differ-
ence in life as Jesus did in our 
life.  
 Great missionaries left their 
comfort-zones and followed their 
dreams to do something great 
for God.  
 Today, Christians need to re-
kindle the Christian Just Do It 
attitude and seek to do great 
things for God.  
 Christians are to do whatever 
God tells us for He will do great 
things for those who obey. Sur-
render and abandon ourselves 
into divine providence allows the 
Father to infuse divine life into 
our lives.  

Area Mass Times 
 

Sacred Heart Cathedral 
Sat. 4:30 PM  

Sun. 8:00 AM; 11: 00 AM  
1:00 PM Spanish 

Mon-Friday. 7:30 AM 
 

Immaculate Conception 
Sat. 4:00 PM; Sun. 7:30 AM 10:00 AM 

M, T, T, F. 12:10 PM  Wed 5:30 PM 
 
 

St. Raphael 
Sat. 6:00 PM; Sun. 9:30 AM 
T, Th. 9:30 AM; W. 5:30 PM 

 

Saint Nicholas, North Pole 
Sat. 5:00 PM;  

Sun. 9:00AM&12:00 PM 
M, T, Th, F. 9:00 AM; W 6:00 PM 

 

St. Mark University Parish 
Sun. 5:30 PM at Sacred Heart 

 
Good Shepherd, Ft. Wainwright 

9:00 AM Sunday  
 

Our Lady of Snows, Eielson AFB 
Sun. 10:30 AM 
T-F. 11:30 AM 

ADORATION TIMES 
 

Immaculate Conception 
Wed 5:30 PM Mass  

6:00 PM - 7:00 PM Adoration  
with Confessions 

First Friday Devotions 
5:30 PM Mass 

6:00 PM - 6:00 AM Adoration 
6:00 AM Patriotic Rosary 

7:00 AM Benediction & Mass 
 

Sacred Heart Cathedral 
Thursdays 8:00 AM - 12:30 PM 
Saturdays 2:30 PM - 4:00 PM  

 
St. Nicholas 

Wednesday 6:30PM- 7:00 PM 
M.T. Th. F. 8:30 AM 

Soup Kitchen: 
251 persons served  
52 volunteer hours  

December sign up: 
Volunteer Calendar - Google Sheets  

 
CLOTHING ITEMS 

 SOCKS GLOVES SNOW GEAR 
 

23,600 Meals served in 2021 
Thank YOU! 

 We continue to serve the home-
less and needy despite the cold. 
Cold demands we bring warmth 
and love to the hearts of those who 
are isolated and empty.  
 Our ministry seeks to personal-
ize and dignify the person despite 
the struggles and difficulties they 
may have. Reality teaches that we 
all struggle with challenges and dif-
ficulties in our lives. Some have se-
rious difficulties: mental illness, 
trauma from abuse and neglect, 
poverty, abandonment, and a host 
of other struggles. Jesus does not 
come to label and tag us as dys-
functional, toxic, or damaged. He 
comes to personalize, dignify, and 
befriend anyone who willingly ac-
cepts his invitation.  
 The Wedding Fest reveals this 
mentality. The couple beginning 
their journey of life are empty. 
They have no wine; they lack the 
love necessary to fulfill their marital 
vows, but Jesus, through the inter-
cession of Mary, changes their 
struggle into a blessing: a miracle.  
 Everyone struggles and we all 
need miracles in our lives. So we 
pray through Mary that Jesus see 
our emptiness and fills us with his 
glory.  
 He takes the degrading labels 
that others give us and gives us a 
new identity: His! 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1PbgF_nH_Kdp5JBxzsRaaQhLJc6wbhD4xeS_h674U4g8/edit#gid=1564295435


Successful Marriage ABC’s 
 

ADMIRATION 
We see our spouse as a hero and 
look beyond the faults and failures 
to see their strengths and virtues. 

AFFECTION 
Is the framework for a healthy 
marriage because we show our 
love, friendship, and respect all the 
time, not just on special occasions. 

AFFIRMATION 
We encourage and support our 
spouse especially during those 
trying times to show they can be 
better. 
 

BELONG 
The couple sees themselves as a 
team placing their marriage above 
every other relationship 

BUILD 
The couple have goals and use 
their values and morals to achieve 
those goals 

BECOME 
The couple becomes more since 
both are a team working for the 
same dreams, heaven the ultimate 
dream  
 

COVENANT 
Is an exchange of persons with 
God as our witness 
 

COOPERATION 
Is achieving a greater goal with the 
help of another 
 

COMMUNICATION 
Speaking honestly and truthfully 
while the other listens 
 

CORRECTION 
Willingness to change the faults 
and failures of our character 
 

CHILDREN 
One of the great fruits of marriage 
when they are parented well. 
 

COMPROMISE 
Ability to put another’s needs first 
 

CHIRSTIAN 
Learning to sacrifice out of sheer 
love for another wishing nothing in 
return. 

Unsuccessful Marriage ABC’s 
 

ABUSE 
We destroy the good of another 
because we ourselves are weak. 
 

AFFAIRS 
We deny the friendship and trust 
by looking for fulfillment in other 
relationships 
 

ADDICTIONS 
We self-medicate ourselves so we 
don’t have to be responsible for 
our problems. 
 
 

BETRAY 
We deceive our spouse from what 
we truly feel hiding behind our 
hurt and pain 

BELITTLE 
We put down our spouse making 
them feel small for we do not want 
to grow. 

BERATE 
We disparage our spouse  because 
we don’t like what they do. 
 
 

CONTRACT 
Is an agreement in which we 
exchange goods and services 
which can be broken by either 
party  
(It takes two to say yes in 
marriage, only one to say no for a 
divorce) 
 

CRITICISM 
The nagging concerning the faults 
of another and never looking at 
one’s own faults. 

CONTROL 
We restrain another from their 
growth because we feel like we 
will lose our influence 

CONTRADICTION 
We oppose another’s desires and 
dreams by blocking them, or we 
deceive them by not being open 
and honest 
 

CONQUER 
We always have to win only to find 
out we have been defeated for 
they no longer want to battle with 
us. 

 



The Purpose of the Homily! 
 The word Homily means 
explanation. From the earliest 
days of the Christian Church, the 
Scriptures were read and the 
bishop would explain the texts to 
the people.  
 We remember that the 
Scriptures were not formulated 
into a neat and condensed book 
known to us as the Bible until the 
5th century.  
 The early Church Scriptures 
were mostly of the Old Testament 
and the Bishop would explain 
these texts revealing how these 
Jewish writings revealed Jesus as 
the real Messiah.  
 This is exactly what Jesus did in 
his synagogue in Nazareth. He 
took the scroll and read it and 
then told the people that this 
prophecy from Isaiah has been 
fulfilled in their hearing.  
 The Homily is crucial for the 
instruction of the people of God so 
they may come to know Jesus is 
the fulfillment of all the prophecies 
and the one to whom we are to 
listen.  
 Jesus explicitly tells us what to 
do: Do this in memory of me!  
 Yet, because so many read 
Scripture and have different ideas 
as to what we should do, Jesus 
gave his authority to Peter and the 
Apostles who then gave that 
authority to their successors so 
that the faithful may have 
confidence that what the bishop 
or priest, that is the bishop’s 
ambassador, preaches is 
authentically Christian.  

 The homily then breaks 
open the Word of God so we 
understand the meaning and 
intention of the author. It is 
not merely an explanation, but 
ought to be the official 
teaching of the Church.  
 Homilies then, whether we 
hear them at Mass, read them 
on line, or listen to a podcast 
of them, inspire us to live 
Christ-like.  
 The homily extends and 
expands the Word. The Word 
of God, the scriptures we read 
at Mass, are equivalent to the 
Eucharist. We cannot have the 
Eucharist without the Word, 
the Scriptures, and we cannot 
have the Scriptures without 
the Word.  
 Each week, we ought to 
prepare ourselves for the 
Sunday readings, meditating 
on them as though we were 
going to give our own homily. 
Instead of passively waiting to 
be taught, we actively 
participate and engage in the 
Sunday Readings.  
 Our participation creates a 
humility and openness to 
nourish our faith — the truth 
of the Scriptures — along with 
the need to strengthen our 
love as expressed in the 
Eucharistic Sacrifice.  
 The two the Word of God 
and the Eucharist are the same 
coin with two different sides 
and both sides speak to us. 
The Word and homily verbally 
speaks and the Eucharist 
speaks silently in our worship 
and adoration of the real 
presence.  

 



“Father, the hour has come; 
glorify your Son that the Son may 
glorify you, since you have given 

him authority over all flesh, to 
give eternal life to all whom you 

have given him. And this is eternal 
life, that they know you, the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ whom 
you have sent. I glorified you on 
earth, having accomplished the 
work that you gave me to do”.  

Jesus Christ refers to the fulfillment 
of the covenant that was promised 
as the hour. This hour is the 
covenant as Jeremiah reveals:  

This is the covenant I will make 
with the house of Israel after 

those days—oracle of the LORD. I 
will place my law within them, 

and write it upon their hearts; I 
will be their God, and they shall 

be my people 
(Jer 31:33).  

The hour is the New Covenant and 
Jesus comes to create a New 
Covenant in his blood: his heart. He 
comes to restore our broken loves 
and give us a new heart, a heart 
filled with love, joy, and peace. 
Divine love, then, recreates us. It 
makes us whole.  

 In our lives, we see how love, 
our most powerful desire, needs 
restoration. This restoration of love 
begins with recognition of our need 
for true love. True love as St. Paul 
tells us is much different than the 
emotional love that our world 
portrays (I Cor 13:4-8). 

Love is patient and kind; love 
does not envy or boast; it is not 

arrogant or rude. It does not 
insist on its own way; it is not 
irritable or resentful; it does 

not rejoice at wrongdoing, but 
rejoices with the truth. Love 
bears all things, believes all 

things, hopes all things, 
endures all things.  
Love never ends.  

 Love seeks intimacy that deep 
personal connection with another 
that satisfies the longings in our 
heart. Yet, in this fallen world true 
love challenges us. True love 
evades us. True love becomes our 
quest but illudes us unless we first 
root our desire for love in Divine 
Love.  
 Divine Love protects our hearts 
from the false and fake loves that 
tempt us to satisfy our desire for 
love. Cheap love seduces us for 
true love demands sacrifice. It 
demands selflessness. It means we 
put the other first where as false 
loves puts our needs first.  
 Today, Divine Love comes to 
satisfy our hungry hearts, but we, 
in light of Mary’s vision, need to 
know we need divine intervention. 
We pray that we be changed from 
seeking false love and seek true 
love: the Love of Christ! 

My Hour 
 Mary does not ask for 
anything, but informs Jesus 
that they have no more wine. 
In so doing, she actually takes 
charge even though she is not 
the bride. She is a guest.  
 Jesus tells his Mother, 
“Woman my hour has not yet 
come.” It seems a very strange 
response to her statement.  
 Does Mary expect Jesus to 

provide wine?  
 Does Mary expect him to 

intervene at her bequest?  
 Does Mary understand his 

ministry is not just to 
provide wine for the 
wedding feast but to 
become the Bridegroom of 
a New Wedding Banquet 
called the Lamb’s Supper or 
Passover?  

Yes, she does! 
 If we understand Hour not 
as a period of time, but as the 
event that will take place in 
which time will be transformed, 
then we understand Jesus’ 
response. 
 What is assumed is greater 
than what is stated. Mary 
understands Jesus has a 
mission that is to bring about a 
New Covenant and somehow 
Jesus will provide not only the 
wine, a sign of the covenant, 
but He will institute a New 
Covenant, not just with wine, 
bread, and a lamb — the 
Jewish Passover — but He will 
become the Lamb of Sacrifice 
in signs of bread and wine.  
 In John, the word Hour is 
used several times, but the last 
time it is used by Jesus reveals 
the significance of the Hour: 
(Jn 17:1-4). 
 



Schedule of Events:  

Jan 22 Pro Life Rally  
Feb 5—March 19 Beloved Series Saturdays 9:00—11:00 AM 
at Sacred Heart. 
Jan 22 Knights of Columbus Dinner 

UP COMING EVENTS 
Voice in the 
Wilderness  

Charismatic Prayer  
 

Invites you to join us  
 

Friday. 6:30 PM  
 

At ICC Living Room 
As we express our love for 

God through praise and 
worship 

Contact : 
Joe Malen 388-2550 

Ann Dobbs 479-8567 

Legion of Mary  
Meetings 5:30 PM 

Mondays 
 

Being  Legion of Mary 
inspires us to fill our 
souls with the Holy 

Spirit as did Mary at the 
Incarnation 

 
The Legion of Mary 
inspires legion mem-
bers to pray daily. 
Having prayed, Legion 
members may want to 
become active and 
evangelize others.  

Are You Called? 

Knights of Columbus:  
Charity, Unity, Fraternity in our Lord 

The World’s largest Catholic Fraternal 
Service Organization.  

Do you want to become a Knight?  

• Life from conception till natural death.  

• Assists the sick, homeless, and needy 

• Prayer and virtuous lifestyle by example 

• It supports our parishes and diocese 
Guided by the principles of charity, unity, 
and fraternity, members of the Knights of 

Columbus work to overcome the hardships that people face 
in their parishes   

Joining your local council of the Knights of Columbus can change your life.   

 

Try! 
 Try is a powerful word, but leaves an opening for failure. I 
will try it, but will I accomplish it? Success comes from trying, 
but successfully people don’t just try. They do not quit. They 
continues until the task is accomplished.  
 Just Do It! Is a different mentality. We mean what we say 
and we do what we say. We do not resign to fate, but we 
push forward despite the trials and tribulations. We choose to 
do and do whatever it takes to accomplish it.  
 Jesus as the Wedding Fest did not try, He did. He did 
what He was supposed to do: Change water into wine. He 
came to change humanity, fallen and broken by our 
sinfulness. He came to change humanity back to our original 
divine dignity.  
 This first miracle is the sign and symbol He has the power 
to do. Having the power to do something invites others to 
join and partake of the power. He invites us to the Wedding 
Fest showing us that He has power to perform miracles, but 
now we need to choose to believe in Him as did his disciples, 
as did Mary. 
 Mary knew He could change the fate of the couple. She 
knew that the couple did not prepare well for their wedding. 
She knew that life is difficult, difficult for us all. Yet, she 
intercedes for them as she intercedes for us.  
 When we are questioning whether we should try or not, 
we remember the story of the Wedding Fest and ask that our 
try becomes a belief and our belief becomes a force so that 
as we live our lives we live them with power — not just try.  



Curry’s Corner 

Grocery, Gas & Liquor 

At the Junction of Chena Hot Springs Road and the Old 

Steese Highway 

Open from Noon until 8:00 p.m. 

7 days a week 

907-457-1268 

ICC Bulletin Advertising - Please Support Our Local Businesses 

  

 Fairbanks Catholic Engaged Encounter  
 “A Wedding is a Day, a Marriage is a Lifetime 
 ”Comprehensive Marriage Preparation Weekends 
 

To Register or Volunteer: 
Contact: 907-322-0227 text or fair-

banks@engagedencounter.com 
Watch for our New Website!! 

Natural Family Planning   information 
Contact Marc & Ann Lee at denaliprints@gmail.com 

WANTED  
TO BUY: 

Old Dragline Buckets 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Have a  

Blessed New Year! 
 

Wil Courtney 
907.458.0911 

engineco1@gmail.com 

Orate pro me 

 
Clark Courtney 

 

mailto:fairbanks@engagedencounter.com
mailto:fairbanks@engagedencounter.com
mailto:denaliprints@gmail.com

