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Hearing the Word of God 

 

"When the Sacred Scriptures are 
read in the Church, God Himself 

speaks to His people, and Christ, 
present in His word, proclaims the 

Gospel" (GIRM, no. 29). 
These words from the General In-

struction of the Roman Missal
(GIRM) set before us a profound 

truth that we need to ponder and 
make our own. The words of-

Sacred Scripture are unlike any 
other texts we will ever hear, for 

they not only give us information, 
they are the vehicle God uses to 

reveal Himself to us, the means 

by which we come to know the  
depth of God's love for us, and 

the responsibilities entailed by be-
ing Christ's followers, members of 

His Body. What is more, this Word 
of God proclaimed in the liturgy 

possesses a special sacramental 
power to bring about in us what it 

proclaims. The Word of God pro-
claimed at Mass is 'efficacious' 

that is, it not only tells us of God 
and God's will for us, it also helps 

us to put that will of God into 
practice in our own lives. How, 

then, do we respond to this won-

derful gift of God's Word? We re-
spond in word and song, in pos-

ture and gesture, in silent medita-

tion and, most important of all, by 

listening attentively to that Word 
as it is proclaimed. Following each 

reading we express our gratitude 
for this gift with the words 

"Thanks be to God" or, in the case 
of the Gospel, "Praise to you, Lord 

Jesus Christ," and it is appropriate 
that a brief period of silence be 

observed to allow for personal re-
flection. Following the first reading 

we sing the Responsorial Psalm, a 
meditation on God's word through 

the inspired words of one of the 
psalms from the psalter, the Bi-

ble's prayer book. 

 
The Gospel is the highpoint of the 

Liturgy of the Word. The readings 
from the Old Testament tell us of 

God's promises and his prepara-
tion of his people for the coming 

of his Son; the epistles and other 
pre-Gospel New Testament read-

ings offer the reflections of St. 
Paul and other contemporaries of 

the Lord on the life and message 
of Christ; in the Acts of the Apos-

tles we have a history of the early 
Church. We believe that all Scrip-

ture, the Old and New Testa-

ments, is inspired by the Holy 
Spirit, but the Church has always 

given special honor to the Gospel 
because in the Gospel we have 

not simply the preparation for and 
  

….continued on page 3 
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Our Sanctuary Lamp  

Burns this week for the 
Intention of: 

Owen Livernois, 
Req by Ken & Pam Livernois 

 
 

Recently Added to Our Prayer 
List: 

Agnes Lehr and Jacquie Kellogg 

Mass Intentions 
Saturday, January 15th 
 4:30pm For the Repose of the Soul of Mary Mildred Reott,  
       Req by Family 
 
Sunday, January 16th 
 8:30am Kenneth Duke, req by Aida Duke 
 10:30am People of the Parish  
 
Monday, January 17th 
    Mass at St. Timothy 
    
Tuesday, January 18th 
 8:30am Patricia Gilbert, req by Gilbert Family 
 8:30am Richard Metric, req by Mr and Mrs Lambert 
 
Wednesday, January 19th 
    Mass at St. Timothy 
 
Thursday, January 20th    
    Mass at St. Timothy  
 
Friday, January 21st 
 8:30am Alba & Frank Simone, req by Family 
 8:30am JoAnn DeJaeger, req by Rosalie Metric 
 
Saturday, January 22nd 
 4:30pm Sally Gacioch, req by Family 
 
Sunday, January 23rd 
 8:30am Julia Ann Brett, req by Kearney Family 
 10:30am People of the Parish  

Schedule of Ministers January 15/16th 

 4:30 pm 8:30am 10:30 am 

Coordinator  Pam Livernois Sharon Raspbury Nancy Ditzhazy 

Lectors Susie Miklaski Bill Jasman Lisa Glines 
Larry Kearney 

Eucharistic 
Minister 

Allyn Antonio 
Chris Mathews 

Cathy Gilbert Don Feirtag 
Shelly Vyletel 

Altar Server HELP NEEDED HELP NEEDED Trisha C 
Gabe C 

We are in need of Funeral Sacristans! If you are 
interested in helping with this ministry, please 
contact Kathy at the Parish Office at 676-9082. 
Funeral coordinators are in charge of making 
sure the Mass is set up (most of our funerals are 
in the mornings!).  
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Marcings continued.. 

prefiguring of Christ, nor reflections on his 

message, but the words and deeds of 
Christ himself. The proclamation of the 

Gospel is surrounded with marks of respect 
and honor: the Gospel is read by an or-

dained minister, the deacon, or, when no 
deacon is present, by a priest; the Book of 

the Gospels is carried aloft with honor in 
the entrance procession and placed on the 

altar until the Gospel reading to show the 
unity of Scripture and Eucharist, of the ta-

ble of the Word and the table of the 
Christ's body and blood; just before the 

Gospel is read the Gospel book is carried in 
procession to the ambo to the accompani-

ment of an acclamation sung by the peo-

ple; it may be incensed before the reading 
and is kissed at its conclusion; finally, all 

stand as the Gospel is proclaimed. Through 
this posture and through the honor paid to 

the book containing the Gospel, the Church 
pays homage to Christ who is present in 

his Word and who proclaims his Gospel. 
What, then, must we do to properly re-

ceive the Word of God proclaimed at 
Mass?  The General Instruction tells us that 

"the readings from the Word of God are to 
be listened to reverently by everyone" (no. 

29), and it provides that those who read 
the Scriptures at Mass must be "truly suit-

ed to carrying out this function and care-

fully prepared, so that by their hearing the 
readings from the sacred texts the faithful 

may conceive in their hearts a sweet and 
living affection for Sacred Scripture" (no. 

101). 
 

The key word in all of this is listening. We 
are called to listen attentively as the read-

er, deacon or priest proclaims God's Word. 
Unless one is unable to hear, one should 

not be reading along with a text from a 
missal or missalette. Rather, taking our 

cue from the General Instruction itself, we 
should listen as we would if Christ himself 

were standing at the ambo, for in fact 

it is God who speaks when the Scriptures 
are proclaimed. Carefully following along 

with the printed word can cause us to miss 
the gentle voice of the Holy Spirit, the 

message that the Spirit may have for us in 
one of the passages because we are anx-

ious to "keep up," to move along with the 
reader. 

 
Perhaps the best way to understand the 

readings at Mass and our response to them 
is offered by Saint John Paul II in his In-

struction Dies Domini. He encourages 
"those who take part in the Eucharist—

priest, ministers and faithful... to prepare 

the Sunday liturgy, reflecting beforehand 
upon the word of God which will be pro-

claimed" and adds that if we do not, "it is 
difficult for the liturgical proclamation of 

the word of God alone to produce the fruit 
we might expect" (no. 40). In this way we 

will till the soil, preparing our souls to re-
ceive the seeds to be planted by the Word 

of God so that seed may bear fruit. 
 

The Word of God, then calls for our listen-
ing and our response in silent reflection, as 

well as in word and song. Most important 
of all, the Word of God, which is living and 

active, calls each of us individually and all 

of us together for a response that moves 
beyond the liturgy itself and affects our 

daily lives, leading us to engage fully in the 
task of making Christ known to the world 

by all that we do and say. 
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St. Joseph Parish School 

The Fourth graders have been working very hard these last few months here at St. Joseph 

School. In Religion class, we just finished a chapter focusing on The Lord’s Prayer and what 
each line means. Around All Saints’ Day, the students chose a saint they didn’t know much 

about and after they researched, they taught the rest of the class about this saint.  We also 
had lots of fun going into the Church and looking at the beautiful stained-glass windows.  Many 
of the students found the saint they just learned about.  It was exciting to watch them pick out 

their saint among the others. 
 

In Language Arts we have been learning about informational texts and the benefits of using di-
agrams to help explain something.  We have read about many natural disasters like hurricanes, 
tornadoes, and earthquakes.  The students have been getting into reading groups where they 

can help each other when finding answers to questions looking back through the text.  We also 
read a very interesting narrative journal about a trip to Antarctica.  The factual information was 

written in date order over a four-month period.  It really made the students thankful for the 
comforts of home.  Fourth grade has been adding to much of their writing using figurative lan-
guage like similes and metaphors. 

 
Science has perfectly aligned with Language Arts because the children have been learning the 

how’s and why’s of certain weather such as tornadoes and hurricanes.  Again, using diagrams 
to help explain these weather patterns.  

During our Math lessons, we have been learning to read deeper into story problems.  We can 
pick out the extra information that is not needed to figure out the answer, and we are getting 
very good at distinguishing what operations are going to be performed in step-by-step prob-

lems. 
 

Fourth grade is having so much fun learning about Early America and how our country was 
formed in Social Studies, and we will soon be learning about the original 13 Colonies. 
 

We hope you have enjoyed reading about all we have been learning here at St. Joe’s. 
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For Our Military 
Lord, hold our troops in your  loving 
hands. Protect them as they            
protect us.  Bless them and their 
families for their selfless acts they 
perform.  Pray for us in our time of 
need. Amen. 

Aaron Ames 
Rachel Tarbuton-Ames 

Anthony Allen  
Fred Arugi 
Evan Arturi 

Scott Bennett 
Joe Biedenbach 

Dale Brewer 
Veronica Davis 

Breghan Drummond 
Mitch Farnum 
David Giltner 

Kathy Hill 
Tom Hill 

Rob Lichy 
Patrick Lynch 
Andrew Maki 

Jonathan Martin 
Brad Molnar 
Cody Pratt 

Michael Rich 
David Seymour 
Luke Sanders 

Zachary Schafer 
Chris Sepine 
Cody Smith 

Denny Szczechowski 
Blade Weedon 
David M. Wolfe 

Michelle Allen 
Becky Allegro 

Bill Ames 
Danilo Antonio 

Steve Bainbridge  
Rose Bono 

Lorraine Brackney  
Jan Bradybaugh  

Lena Brent 
Josephine Chryczyk 

Bill Clark 
Susie Clark 

Nathan Crowe 
Stephanie Direzze 

Denise DuRoss 
Elvira Ferrante 

Kelli Fowle 
Lawrence Galofaro 

John Ghindia 
Scott Gordon 

Ken Gorno, Sr. 
Randy Ryan Hackney 

Kevin Henninger 
Jeanne Howey 

Gerald Jelsomeno 

Gloria Jean Jubenville 
Daniel Kearney 
Kelly Konecny 

MaryLou Kropik 
Carol Krushinski 
Daphne Martin 
Jim McParland 

Rob Martin 
Shawn Meloche 
Bentley Micallef 
Colton Micallef 

Ann Moody 
Suzanne Neubecker 

Betty Pasola 
Nicolette Patrias  

Ken Pelland 
Larry Pytleski 

Tom Reno 
Gideon Rhodes 

Mary Lou Romano 
Steve Romanik 

Maria Rosati 
Pamela Saldana 
David Saldana 

Pat Samons 

Mike Simone 
Sara Simone 

Art Shiels 
Sharon Slatton 

Antoinette Smith 
Michael Taucher 

Dennis Weber 
Bill Wegher 

Bob Wittersheim 
Dan Wittersheim 

If you have a loved 
one in need of 
prayers, please call 
the parish office at 
676-9082 

For Our Friends and Family 

 

For Those Requesting Prayers 

CSA 2021 Update as 12/20/21 
Goal: $89,466.00 
Pledged: $95,673.00 
Paid: $88,761.44 
Pledges: 175 
Pledges Fully Paid: 155 
 
Please prayerfully consider donating to CSA. You can give on this 
website: www.givecsa.org 

 

Catholic Services Appeal 

Due to early bulletin 
deadlines for the holi-
days, CSA will be updat-
ed the weekend of Jan-
uary 9th 
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Weekend Masses 
Saturday ....................................................................... 4:30pm 
Sunday……………………………………………………….8:30am& 10:30am 
 

Weekday Masses 
Tuesday & Friday ......................................................... 8:30 am 
 

Church Hours 
Weekdays.............................................................. 7am to 3pm 
Saturday ..................................... 7am until after 4:30pm Mass 
 

Holy Day Masses 
To be determined - watch the bulletin. 
 

Reconciliation 
Saturday .......................................................... 3:30 to 4:00 pm 

Or by appointment 
 

Baptisms 
For details, call Jaime Calvin at the  Parish Office at 676-9082  
 

Marriages 
Make arrangements at least 6 months in advance. Contact        
Pastor at the Parish Office 6 months prior to wedding date         
676-9082 ex 15 

St. Joseph Parish 
2565 Third St. 

Trenton, MI  48183 
Parish Office: 734-676-9082 

Parish fax: 734-676-6255 
Parish Center Office Hours:   

Mon-Thurs 9:00am - 3:30pm (closed from 12-1) 
Friday: 9-12pm 

 
St Joseph School  
2675 Third Street 

Trenton, MI 48183 
School Office: 734-676-2565 

www.stjosephtrenton.com  
www.stjosephschooltrenton.com 

www.downrivervicariate.org 
Smart phone App:  myparishapp 

Facebook:  St. Joseph Catholic Church Trenton 
www.aod.org 

Www.familiesofparishes.org 
Www.unleashthegospel.org 

Fr. Marc Gawronski ............................... Family Pastor 
……………………………………...fathermarc@me.com 
 
Fr. Gary Morelli………………………..…..Weekend Presider 
 
Deacon Steve Mitchell………………………Family Deacon 
………………….………….Deaconstevemitchell@gmail.com 
 
Cathy Thompson……..……………………………..Bookkeeper 
…………………………………...cathy@stjosephtrenton.com 
 
Sue Biedlingmaier …………………Director of Mission 
Support for the Downriver Vicariate Family 3  
ext. 25 ............................... sue@stjosephtrenton.com 
 
Kathy Krajcirovic ................... Administrative Assistant 
ext. 14 ........................... kathy@stjosephtrenton.com 
 
Jaime Calvin ............. Parish Engagement Coordinator 
ext. 21 .......................... jcalvin@stjosephtrenton.com 
 
Stacey Sutowski-Shurtz Director of Faith Formation  
ext. 22………….ssutowski-shurtz@stjosephtrenton.com 
 
Sean Calvin…………………………..Director of Discipleship, 
Downriver Family of Parishes, Director of Liturgy and 
Music 
ext. 19 ......................... scalvin@stjosephtrenton.com 
 
Denise Gorski……………………..Interim RCIA Coordinator 
 
Amber Zadorski ....................... Maintenance Director 
Maintenance@stjosephtrenton.com 
 
Teri Thomas ..……………………………………………Principal 
principal@stjosephschooltrenton.com 
 
Lea Charron ....................................... School Secretary 
secretary@stjosephschooltrenton.com 
 
Ted Borowicz .................................... Athletic Director 
734-652-1538 .............................. ad@sjcardinals.com 

Websites 

LOST AND FOUND 
Located in the hallway next to the music area in the 
Church! 

Baptism Preparation Sessions: 
December 4th 1pm 
January 8th 1pm 
February 5th 1pm 
March 5th 1pm 
April 2nd 1pm 
May 7th 1pm 
June 4th 1pm 
 
*Must have initial meeting with Jaime before. All Baptism 
prep sessions will be held at St Cyprian 

https://sacredheartgi.org/people/sue-biedlingmaier

