
Eucharistic Adoration 
Wednesdays ~ 12:45pm 
Benediction ~ 3:00pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
11:00am - 12:30pm ~ Saturdays  

The first Saturday of each month 
Confession will be offered in 
Spanish  ~  11:00am - 12:30pm  

Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil ~ 4:30 pm 
Sunday ~ 7:30, 10:00am, 12:00pm 
Sunday ~ 5:30pm  ~ Spanish Mass 
Monday - Friday ~ 12:10pm 
Saturdays ~ 9:00am 
First Saturday of the Month  
9:00am ~ Purgatorial Mass 

St. James Roman Catholic Church 
149 Grove Street  

Woodbridge, New Jersey 07095 
Phone ~ 732-634-0500 

www.stjamesonline.org ~ email: stjameschurch@stjamesonline.org 
Making Christ’s Love Visible for 163 years 

The Fourth Sunday In Ordinary Time •  January 29, 2023 
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BISHOP
The Most Reverend 

James F. Checchio JCD, MBA

PASTOR
Fr. Thomas Naduviledathu, SDV

ext. 203

PAROCHIAL VICAR
Fr. Karolus Bale, SDV

ext. 201

DEACONS
Deacon Carl E. Psota

Deacon Bill Lange 732-887-8665
Deacon Roel Mercado 732-738-4106

SACRED MUSIC & LITURGY
Robert Lapore

rlapore@stjamesonline.org
ext. 108

OUR PARISH MISSION STATEMENT

The Catholic Community of St. James has been spiritually rooted in Woodbridge since 
the 1860s. We are a culturally diverse group of people united in Jesus Christ through 
baptism and faithful to the word of God. We are a parish that encourages all members of 
our community to live the Gospel of Jesus Christ and are committed to do the will of God 
through the guidance of the Holy Spirit. We believe in and practice Christ’s 
compassionate concern for all.  We strive to become a vibrant church that focuses on 
developing, maintaining and propagating the essential elements of parish life through 
evangelization, worship, service, and stewardship.

Parish Office Hours ~ Monday - Friday ~ 8:00am to 4:00pm
{closed for lunch 12:00pm - 1:00pm}

ST. JAMES SCHOOL
732-634-0500

Dr. John Maresca, Principal 
ext. 302

Brenda Stone, Secretary ext. 301
Maribel Ramos ext. 300

John Stone, Tech. & Support 
ext. 106

CHILD CARE CENTER
732-634-2077

Carol Ann Feher, Administrator 
ext. 112

SCHOOL OF RELIGION
732-634-3026

Dorothy Zmigrodski, Director ext. 350
Linda Donnelly, Secretary ext. 351

SPECIAL EVENTS 
STREET FAIR/ SPRING AUCTION

732-634-0500 ext. 105

FOOD PANTRY
174 Grove Street ~ 732-636-4310

Tues., Weds., Thurs. 
9:00am - 11:00am

Thurs. Evenings 7:00pm - 8:30pm

PARISH OUTREACH MINISTRY
732-636-6343
Maria Russo

OFFICE MANAGER
Maria Russo ext. 104

Cemetery Office ext. 104

OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR
Joseph T. Lucia ext. 101

OFFICE ASSISTANT
Rose Plunkett ext. 102

OFFICE RECEPTIONIST/
SECRETARY

Catherine Bergquist ext. 100

The 2nd collection on the weekend 
of February 4th & 5th is for  
Catholic Spirit.

          GOD’S PLAN FOR GIVING
          2023             2019

January 21 & 22 $   6,495.00 $  9,511.00
Online Giving $   3,342.00 $  2,833.00

$   9,837.00 $12,344.00

Foundation for $   2,578.00 $  2,574.00
Catholic Education

“Whoever is generous to the poor lends to the Lord, 
and He will repay him for his deed.”  

Proverbs 19:17



Saturday,  January 28 ~ Saint Thomas Aquinas, 
Priest, Doctor of the Church 

9:00am Dorothy McKechnic 

Vigil ~ The Fourth Sunday In Ordinary Time 
4:30pm Joan Lane 

Sunday, January 29 
7:30am St. James Parishioners 
10:00am St. James School Families 
12:00pm Agnes Danku 
Spanish Mass 
5:30pm Armando Franklin Saltos 

Monday, January 30  
12:10pm Patricia Gerity 

Tuesday, January 31 ~ Saint John Bosco, Priest 
12:10pm Dave Anderson 

Wednesday, February 1 
12:10pm Frank J. Capraro 

Thursday, February 2 ~ Presentation of the Lord  
12:10pm Aleli Syjongtian 

Friday, February 3 ~ Saint Blaise, Bishop, 
Martyr; Saint Ansgar, Bishop  

12:10pm Elaine Comba  

Saturday,  February 4 ~ Blessed Virgin Mary 
9:00am Mass of Remembrance 

Vigil ~ The Fifth Sunday In Ordinary Time 
4:30pm John Fitzgerald 

Sunday, February 5 
7:30am St. James Parishioners 
10:00am Anthony DeCarlo  
12:00pm Sally Pimentel 
Spanish Mass 
5:30pm St. James Hispanic Ministry 
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 A TIME TO WEEP. . . . 

† Patricia Ann Mack  † 

 Eternal rest grant unto them,  
 O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them.  

May they rest in peace. May their souls and  
the souls of all the faithful departed through  

the mercy of God, rest in peace.   
Amen  

The Sanctuary Candle burns  
this week to the Glory and Honor 

of Almighty God for 

† Judy Sokloski † 

Monday: Heb 11:32-40; Ps 31:20, 21, 22, 23, 24; 
Mk 5:1-20 

Tuesday: Heb 12:1-4; Ps 22:26b-27, 28, 30, 31-32; 
Mk 5:21-43 

Wednesday:  Heb 12:4-7, 11-15; Ps 103:1-2, 13-14, 
17-18a; Mk 6:1-6

Thursday: Mal 3:1-4; Ps 24:7, 8, 9, 10; Heb 2:14-18; 
Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22-32 

Friday: Heb 13:1-8; Ps 27:1, 3, 5, 8b-9abc; 
Mk 6:14-29 

Saturday: Heb 13:15-17, 20-21; Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 
5, 6; Mk 6:30-34 

Sunday: Is 58:7-10; Ps 112:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; 1 Cor 2:1-
5; Mt 5:13-16  

Mass Intention - $10.00 
Sanctuary Candle  - $25.00 
Tabernacle Flowers - $50.00 

Altar Bread - $25.00 
Altar Wine - $25.00 

Altar Flowers - $100.00 
Purgatorial Mass - $25.00* 

*(Mass Remembrance 1st Saturday  
of the month for 1 year) 

Please visit the Parish Office to schedule. 

We are now offering Tabernacle Flowers and 
Altar/Sanctuary Flowers that can be made in 
memory of a loved one.   Please see above. 

Prayer, Remembrance 
and Devotion 
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Dear friends in Jesus Christ., 

Remember the challenge that I gave to our students to memorize the scripture passage about the birth of Jesus? 
The beatitude that Jesus gives us today in the gospel should be memorized by all of us. The beatitudes define 
our Christian goal of eternal happiness and explain the attitudes and actions necessary to reach it. In the 
Beatitudes, Jesus outlines the values and attitudes needed to enter and enjoy God’s kingdom: poverty of spirit, 
hunger and thirst for justice, compassion, meekness, mercy, integrity, peace-making, and the willingness to 
suffer persecution for the sake of justice. The Beatitudes contain the most essential aspects of Christian behavior that we 
need to make habitual if we are to live the truly Christ-like lives of loving obedience and compassion that He asks of all of us 
who believe. The Beatitudes spell out the personal qualities expected of a disciple of Jesus and the way of life to be lived by 
Jesus’ disciples. They show us the values that Christ cares about. In today’s Gospel, Jesus instructs His disciples in the 
paradoxical blessedness of poverty, hunger, sorrow, and persecution. In poverty, we recognize God’s reign; in hunger, His 
providence; in sorrow, true happiness; and in persecution, true joy. In other words, the “blessed” on Jesus’ list are poor in 
spirit, compassionate, meek, merciful, clean of heart, peace-makers, and those who are willing even to be insulted and 
persecuted for their lived Faith in Him. 

The first set of four beatitudes: Happiness of the poor in spirit, the gentle, the mourners, and the righteous. Being poor in 
spirit is the fundamental condition for becoming blessed and happy. Jesus is not extolling the virtue of poverty but the 
virtues of Faith and trust in God because He is our ultimate Source of security.  We are blessed when we know our need for 
God and do His will every day.  We are poor in spirit when we surrender our plans to God and ask for His help. We are poor 
in spirit when we admit our sins, mourn for them repent, ask His grace and forgiveness for them, and promise to “sin no 
more and avoid the near occasions of sin.” The poor in spirit also hunger and thirst for righteousness. Jesus’ blessing of the 
poor would have been Good News to the first disciples, who had “left everything and followed him” (Lk 5:11). 

Jesus also tells us that if we are to be happy, we need to be meek – gentle, self-controlled, and God-controlled. The meek 
are those who have made a complete surrender of self to God, instead of becoming aggressive, demanding, and assertive. 
Meekness or gentleness is the ability to be angry with the right people about the right things at the right time to the right 
degree, e.g., Moses. True meekness allows us to fight for justice using peaceful means, as did Gandhi, Martin Luther King, 
and Nelson Mandela. Lenin is reported to have said on his deathbed: “If I had ten young men like Francis of Assisi, I could 
have averted the Bolshevik Revolution.” Jesus says that we will be blessed when we hunger and thirst for what is right. To 
be righteous means to do the will of God. We are hungering and thirsting for righteousness when we have a profound 
respect for others and want to treat them with dignity. So, when we see other people abused in one way or another, we 
hunger and thirst to see their dignity respected. 

The second set of beatitudes: The happiness of the merciful, pure of heart, peace-makers, and the persecuted. The second 
set of four beatitudes in Matthew 5:7-10 promises rewards in life after death to people who practice virtuous behavior. 
Giving unconditional forgiveness and showing the honesty and humility to ask pardon for our offenses against others are 
signs of a merciful heart and are essential for peace and joy of spirit. Mercy is love extended, not out of necessity, but given 
through the desire to help. Jesus gave the example of the forgiving love of a merciful heart from the cross by praying for His 
executioners. As long as we hold something in our hearts against somebody, we are neither free nor happy.  Hence, let us 
forgive and forget and be merciful.  Mercy is also the ability to identify with others, to be willing to suffer with them, and to 
walk in their shoes. What Jesus meant about being pure in heart is that we cannot be happy if we are hypocrites. The pure 
in heart are morally pure, honest, and sincere. The real accent in Matthew’s sixth beatitude is integrity. We should be people 
of integrity and character. The pure of heart will see God in their here-and-now ability to discern His presence in others and 
in the small and ordinary events of their lives. 

Instead of merely longing for peace in the world we must be peace-makers in the little world around us. Peace-making 
demands positive actions for reconciliation. Making peace involves proclamation, diplomacy, self-control, and a willingness 
to forgive, to forget, and to promote the work of forgiveness among others. Peace-makers work for “shalom”– the wholeness 
and well-being that God wills for a broken world. Shalom means “May you be Blessed by the presence of all good things!” 
Finally, Jesus said we will be happy if people and systems persecute us for our Faith and loving, Christian conduct because 
Jesus’ enemies persecuted Him for the same reasons. Early Christians were persecuted for a variety of reasons. The Jews 
persecuted them as heretics. The Jews and the Romans falsely accused the Christians of immoral practices. The words of 
the Last Supper, “This is my Body….  This is my Blood,” led to charges of cannibalism. The Agape (Love Feast) and the kiss 
of peace led to charges of sexual immorality. Apocalyptic literature, like the book of Revelation, led to charges of sedition. 
Today, Christians face persecution in different forms all around the world. Internally, adherence to Christ’s values means 
persecution by our own rebellious, selfish desires. 

We need to respond to the challenge of Beatitudes in daily life. The Beatitudes propose to us a way of life, inviting us to 
identify with the poor, those who mourn, the meek, and those who hunger and thirst after justice. They challenge us to be 
compassionate people, to be men and women who are pure in heart, and to become the peacemakers in our dealings with 
one another, in our families, and in the society at large, even when this approach to things exposes us to ridicule and 
persecution. Let us remember that each time we reach out to help the needy, the sick, and the oppressed, we share with 
them a foretaste of the promises of the Beatitudes here and now.  

Fr. Tom 
Pastor, St. James' Roman Catholic Church 
"Do everything for the greater glory of God!" 
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Registration ~ Are you new to the area or new to 
the Catholic Community of St. James? If yes, 
registration is simple. You may register on our website 
www.stjamesonline.org or call our Parish Office ext.100. 
Upon registration, we will need a copy of all your 
sacramental records. Also, we receive many requests 
for testimonial letters, sponsorship forms for the 
Sacraments, letters of recommendation or character 
references. In order to accommodate you, you must 
be a registered and active parishioner for 6 months 
and also supply a baptismal certificate. Please 
contact the Parish Office at 732-634-0500 ext. 100. For 
those who have reached the age of 22 and work full 
time, please register as an individual. 

Baptisms ~ Baptisms are celebrated every Sunday of 
the month at 1:15pm.  Parents are required to attend a 
pre-baptism session first.  Please call the parish office 
at 732-634-0500 ext. 100 for more information. If you 
would like to request a Baptism Class or Baptism in 
Spanish, please call the parish office 732-634-0500 
ext. 122. Si desea solicitor una clase de bautismo o 
de bautismo en español por favor póngase en 
contacto 732-634-0500. After the baptism class, and 
when Godparents’ sponsor certificates are provided, 
you may schedule a baptism, please call 732-634-0500 
ext.100. 

Qualifications for Godparents and Confirmation 
Sponsors ~ Must be at least 14 years of age, having 
received the Sacraments of Baptism, Eucharist and 
Confirmation.

Must be an active Catholic: someone who is registered 
in a Catholic parish, attends Mass, contributes to the 
support of the church, in a valid Catholic marriage, and 
publicly leads a life compatible with church teaching. 
We can only write letters of eligibility for parishioners 
who meet these criteria.

These requirements are the universal law of the 
Church, and are not determined by the individual parish.

Marriages ~ Ideally, registered parishioners of St. James 
are welcome to make arrangements at least one year 
in advance. Please contact Cathy at the Parish Office 
ext. 100, immediately after your engagement to schedule 
an appointment to speak with a priest or deacon in 
order to secure a date. The date with the church must 
be confirmed before making other social plans. Wedding 
times − Weekday afternoon ─ Saturday 1:30pm. 
Sunday 2:30pm.

To Become a Roman Catholic….
R.C.I.A. ~ The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults is
the process by which we prepare non-Catholics who are
interested in becoming members of the Roman Catholic
Church, and Catholics who wish to complete their
initiation sacraments. For information please call
Deacon Roel Mercado at 732-738-4106.

Ministry To The Sick And Dying ~ We minister to 
those who are ill, in local hospitals or homebound, 
especially to those in hospice care. Please call       
732-634-0500 and press 1. Anointing of the infirmed
is an opportunity to pray for healing. If you are
going for surgery or a test ask the priest after Mass
or call the Parish Office.

Baptism Class
February 8, 2023 

Church ~ McCorristin Hall ~ 7:30pm 

Pre-Baptism class is required for all parents and 
Godparents.  This session will provide an opportunity to 
grow in your understanding of the sacrament. Space is 
limited. If you are interested, please call the Parish 
Office 732-634-0500 ext. 100. Registration is required in 
order to attend class. Please complete the following 
registration form and return to the Parish Office, 
together with a $10.00 materials fee. The fee is non-
refundable, but is transferable with 48 hour prior notice 
of cancellation and rescheduling.

Class date requested: _________________

Father’s Name: ______________________________

Mother’s Name: ______________________________

Child’s Name: ________________________________

Guardian’s Name: ____________________________

Child’s Due Date or Date of Birth: ________________ 

Daytime Phone: ______________________________

Evening Phone: ______________________________

Email address _______________________________ 

Fr. Tom is available and would like to visit and bless 
all the homes of our St. James Parishioners. This 
would be a wonderful opportunity to receive a house 
blessing as well as a time to meet with the 
parishioners of St. James.  Fr. Tom is available to 
come to your home at your convenience, please call 
the Parish Office 732-634-0500 ext. 100 to schedule 
a Blessing.  

540
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Alberta Molnar 
Anna Asta 
Chris Bober  
Emily Caffrey Stein 
Frank St. Marie  
Marilyn Holder  
Cecil St. Clair 
Diane Campolargo  
Juliet Perez 
Gail Smith 
John Winkler 
Henry Lipp 
Kathy Balinski 
Dennis Boyce 
Robert Grzeszcak 
Maria Julia Perez 
Tiffany Dritschel 
Robert Isabella 
Mike Almasy 
William DeFoe 
Eleanor Butler 
Joanne Sharkey 
Elizabeth Malangone 
Rosemary Malangone 

Donna Rech 
Don Larson 
Patrice Haborak 
Randy Sadler 
Michele DeFoe 
William Pluta 
Elizabeth Jaramillo 
Jake Russell 
Patrick Swinarski 
Anthony Vasquez 
Ernest Andrascik 
Quintin Devorak 
Gary Davila 
Erik Gould 
John Toto 
Dominic Russo 
Bonnie Brinamen 
Olivia Quimbay 
Myron Mihalov 
James Sullivan 
Nick Caparaso 
Marie Demoreski 
Catherine Gerity 
Nicholai Ruck Lubas 
Steven Murawski 
Bernadette O’Halloran 

Danny Pinkasavage 
William Pinkasavage  
John Paul 
Joseph Russo 
Kathryn Ensminger 
Jelica Krivokapic 
Madeline Mente 
Mary Samarya 
Edward J. Evaldi Jr. 
Matthew Smith 
Bill Schaefer  
Deanna Class 
Brian Deegan 
David Cruz 
Jenna Cappelli 
Lou Lombardo 
Jessica Barretta 
Abigail Walsh 
John Ferrari  
Julia Kuzma  
Sherri Keller-Chiofolo 
Dan Mechkowski 
Pete Rebovich 
Patricia Rebovich 
Leonard Serafino 
Patricia Neyra 

Robert Honkisz 
Beverly Sass 
Liz Lutomski 
Molnar Family 
Sadie Soulias 
Dennis Pelech 
Annette Foster 
John Michael Mendoza 
Kim and Robert Beaulieu 
Nikki Honkisz 
Lucille McCann  
Ben Campbell  
Elizabeth Dodd 
Albert and Nanette Molina 
Neil Wilke  
Kathy Dowling 
Roe Sharkey 
Monica Vitello 
Louis Saca 
Anita Pintozzi 
Melissa Roca 
Arlene Yavorsky 
Shannon Ennius  

Please PRAY for PEACE and for 
ALL OUR MILITARY, especially: 

MC2 Kyle Palasti, US Navy, Sgt. Trevor Dulemba, US Army,  
FCA2 Tyler Jon Sabo, US Navy, Lt. David Cordes, US Navy, Staff 
Sgt. Brandon V. Galgay, US Marines, Private Nicholas Eucaliptus, 
US Army National Guard, Private Bryan Reppert, US Army, 
Captain Michael Hoffman, US Army. 

The flag presently being flown was donated by Abram G. Stults. 

Names will be published for four weeks, unless otherwise requested. 

Please remember in prayer the 
intentions of The Sons of 

    St. Joseph and Women of 
Faith Prayer Groups as well as 
the intentions of all those who 

serve our community.   

We remember our loved ones who are sick, homebound, or in nursing homes. 

We live stream our daily 12:10pm, 
Saturday 9:00am and 4:30pm, Sunday 
10:00am and our Mass of Remembrance 
celebrated on the first Saturday of each 
month at 9:00am. Please visit our 
website www.stjamesonline.org. You 
may also view the Masses on Facebook 
(St. James Roman Catholic Church 
Woodbridge and YouTube (St James 
Church-Woodbridge). 

Mass Intention - $10.00 
Sanctuary Candle  - $25.00 

Tabernacle Flowers - $50.00 
Altar Bread - $25.00 
Altar Wine - $25.00 

Altar Flowers - $100.00 
Purgatorial Mass - $25.00* 

*(Mass Remembrance 1st Saturday  
of the month for 1 year) 

Please visit the Parish Office to schedule. 

We are now offering Tabernacle Flowers and 
Altar/Sanctuary Flowers that can be made in 
memory of a loved one.   Please see above. 
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St. James Parish 
Bereavement Support Group

Woodbridge, NJ 07095

The 2023 Spring Bereavement Support Group session 
dates are: February 6, 13, 20, and 27; March 6, 13, 
and 27; April 3, May 15, and June 19. 

Anyone who is recently bereaved and who is in need 
of support, please call the Parish Office at 732-634-0500 
ext. 102. Meetings are 7:30pm in Emmaus House and 
conclude at 9:00pm.

“Blessed are they who mourn……
for they shall be comforted”  Matthew 5:4

St. James 
Food Pantry Needs

The food pantry is in need of spaghetti sauce, cereal, 
toothpaste, soap, body wash, shampoo, pancake mix, 
pancake syrup and jelly. Thank you for your continued 
support. 

Banns II
Desmond Reyes ~ Monica Hernandez
Friday, February 10, 2023 ~ 3:00pm

“Where there is love, there is God.
The love of God has gathered us together.”

As a way of celebrating marital fidelity, we publish 
wedding anniversaries each month. If you are 
celebrating a wedding anniversary of 5, 10, 15, etc. 
you are invited to send your name, anniversary 
year, name of church, and date of marriage by email 
to rplunkett@stjamesonline.org or submit it in writing 
to the Parish Office attention Rose. The last weekend 
of the month after each Mass, the Priest will invite all 
those who are celebrating their milestone in that 
month to the Altar for a Blessing.

Burning of Palms
Prayer Service with Exposition of Blessed Sacrament / 
Benediction.

Friday, February 17th 7:00PM
Meet in church at 7:00pm for blessing of historic doors 
and blessing of statues prior to burning of palms.

Please bring palms from Palm Sunday 2022 to be 
burned for ashes to us on Ash Wednesday and 
any candles you wish to be blessed!

*Blessing of doors and statues
*Burning of palms
*Procession with candles
*Exposition and Benediction

Please prayerfully join us!!!

The Blessing of the Throats
Friday, February 3rd

In memory of St. Blaise, the Blessing 
of the Throats will be given by a priest 

at the 12:10pm Mass

H    
 V '  D !

St. James Annual Valentine Blood Drive

Saturday, February 11th in McCorristin Hall
8 AM - 2 PM

Please be a hero who gives the gift of life…
their blood...to save others!

*Sign-up sheets in boxes in the corners of the church,
or call Mitzi @ 732-609-2907 or make appointment
using the donor appointment link:

https://tinyurl.com/donateblood2-11
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The Seventy-ninth in a Series 
  “The Vocation and Mission of the Lay 

Faithful in the Church and in the World”    

The last Series article in the bulletin cited these words 
from Christifideles Laici: “..in a certain sense, the 
central and unifying task of the service which the 
Church, and the lay faithful in her, are called to render 
to the human family”…is the rediscovering of the 
inviolable dignity of every human person (CL 37.1).  
The document goes on to say that “among all other 
earthly beings, only a man or a woman is a “person,” 
a conscious and free being and, precisely for this 
reason, the ‘center and summit’ of all that exists on 
the earth” (CL 37.2). Why this central place of the 
person? Gaudium et Spes (GS #12) state that believers 
and nonbelievers alike agree almost unanimously that 
all things on earth should be related to man as their 
center and summit. Does it ask what is man? There 
are divergent and contradictory views: either he sets 
himself up as the absolute measure of all things, or 
debases himself to the point of despair. This results in 
doubt and anxiety. The Church is keenly sensitive to 
these problems. She has that light from God of divine 
revelation through which she can offer a solution to 
these problems so that humankind’s true situation 
can be outlined, his weakness explained in such a 
way that his dignity and his vocation may be 
perceived in their true light.

For sacred Scripture teaches that the person was 
created “to the image of God,” and is capable of 
knowing and loving his Creator and was set up by 
Him over all earthly creatures, that he might rule 
them, and make use of them while glorifying God.  
Gaudium et Spes then cite this passage from the 
Psalms, “What are human beings that you are mindful 
of them, or the son of man that you care for him? Yet 
you have made him little less than God, crowned him 
with glory and honor. You have given him rule over 
the works of your hands, you have put all things 
under his feet” (Ps 8:5-8). 

References:

John Paul II, Christifideles Laici (CF), in Post-
Synodal Apostolic Exhortation of John Paul II, ed. 
J. Michael Miller, CSB (Huntington, IN: Our Sunday
Visitor,1998) 37.1, 37.2

Gaudium et Spes (GS), Second Vatican Council, 
Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern 
World, 12

Ashes for Ash Wednesday
Dear Parishioners as you received Palms last year 
and kept them in your house, now is the time to return 
them back to church. It is a long time treasured 
tradition of the Catholic Church to burn them to use for 
Ash Wednesday. 

You can drop your palms at the Parish office or look 
for baskets at the entrances to the church. 
We will need you to return the palms no 
later than February 14th.

If you wish to receive a letter of your 2022 parish 
contributions, please contact the Parish Office, 
extension 102. Letters will be mailed by February 15, 
2023.

To help defray the cost of mailing the letters, you can 
put a self-addressed stamped envelope in the 
collection basket.
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St. James Altar Rosary
Rosary Sunday: February 5th

Rosary prayed at 10:00AM Mass
All welcome to join us in prayer!

Business meeting to follow in school cafeteria
Weather permitting!

Our Lady of the Rosary, Pray for us!us!

2023 Bishop’s Annual Appeal
Renewed and Sent on Mission by 

the Eucharist 

Please watch your mailbox for a letter from Bishop 
Checchio coming to you this week announcing the 
2023 Bishop’s Annual Appeal. Our parish can share in 
a successful Appeal by earning a rebate of 50% of the 
amount collected over the goal.

Through your support of the Bishop’s Annual Appeal, 
you help those in our diocese whose needs are the 
greatest—the poor, the homeless, and those 
struggling with illness or grief. Among other needed 
pastoral ministries, your gift also supports the 
formation of seminarians and the ministry of our 
hospital and prison chaplains. The many pastoral, 
educational and charitable ministries of the Diocese of 
Metuchen would not be possible without a generous 
contribution from every household. Please be as 
generous as your means allow.

Campaña Anual del Obispo 2023 
Renovados y Enviados en Misión 

por la Eucaristía  

Por favor, esté atento en su buzón de correo por la 
carta del Obispo Checchio que recibirá esta semana, 
anunciando la Campaña Anual del Obispo 2023. 
Nuestra parroquia puede ser parte de una Campaña 
exitosa al obtener un reembolso del 50% de la 
cantidad recaudada por encima de la meta.

A través de su apoyo a la Campaña Anual del 
Obispo, usted ayuda a los más necesitados de 
nuestra diócesis: los pobres, las personas sin hogar 
y aquellos que luchan con enfermedades o dolor. 
Entre otros ministerios pastorales, su aporte también 
apoya la formación de seminaristas y nuestro 
ministerio de capellanes para los hospitales y las 
prisiones. Los numerosos ministerios pastorales, 
educativos y caritativos de la Diócesis de Metuchen 
no serían posibles sin la generosa contribución de 
cada hogar. Por favor, sean tan generosos como sus 
medios lo permitan. 

Sponsoredd byy Thee Woodbridgee Elkss 
All proceeds will go to the DeVito/Valentine Family 

to help with their lost from a house fire

St. James Hispanic Ministry

The Hispanic Ministry will celebrate the first Spanish 
Mass this Sunday, January 29 and every Sunday at 
5:30pm with Rosary beginning at 5:00pm. 

Email: HispanicMinistry@stjamesonline.org 
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Catholic Schools Week 2023 

Dear Pastors and Principals, 

 Happy Catholic Schools Week! It is a joy to celebrate this week with our Catholic schools. Your work in helping our 
children know, love, and serve Jesus is invaluable and we all must recognize how the Church’s evangelizing mission is realized 
in our schools. The Wall Street Journal recently touted the higher test results over these past few years for Catholic School 
students as compared to public schools. Even during the pandemic, our students thrived. We certainly need to share a lot of 
good news with our people. 

FAITH. The primary purpose of our Catholic schools is to teach students to know Jesus. Your commitment to 
forming Disciples of Christ by teaching the Catholic faith is commendable. Certainly, the religious education curriculum is  
an integral part of each child's education; but your witness as role models of faith is most important in the religious and spiritual 
formation of our students. Additionally, the opportunities for participation in Eucharistic Adoration, the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation, and Holy Mass are essential for our children to deepen their relationship with Jesus. 

EXCELLENCE. Our Catholic schools not only serve as a ministry of God’s hope and love but also nurture a 
culture of academic excellence. I am so proud to know that despite the challenges of the past few years, our students continue 
to perform above the national average in standardized testing. The fact that our schools remained open and fully functional 
throughout the past few years is a testament to the commitment and dedication of faculty and administration to provide a rich 
education for the whole child: spiritually, academically, emotionally, and physically. The availability and consistency of strong 
curricular and extra-curricular programs in Catholic schools contribute to the continued growth in student achievement. As 
educational leaders, your high expectations and continued professional growth enable our children to develop their God-given 
talents in the pursuit of truth. Indeed, there is no doubt about the profound impact that committed, quality leadership has on 
student achievement. 

SERVICE. The mission to serve others is a distinguishing characteristic of our Catholic schools. I am so grateful to 
you for leading our children in the growth of virtue, loving God, and loving others. In my travels throughout the diocese, I see 
how the schools emphasize the saintly men and women of faith and their lives of holiness. How do our children need to see 
and hear about these models of virtue so that they, too, may learn to live as saints! It is also very evident that through myriad 
volunteer projects and collections, our students are learning the basic tenets of Catholic social justice. Our Catholic schools 
truly enable the children to nurture the gifts that they are given so that they may serve others in the name of Jesus Christ. 

As a product of Catholic schools, I can speak directly of their effectiveness in providing children with an excellent 
religious and academic education. I am very grateful to the clergy, educators, and staff who work as ministers of hope within the 
school communities as they lead our children to find God in their lives. 

Catholic schools have been successfully educating children for over 200 years in the United States. As you continue 
this great work of evangelization within our Mother Church in the Diocese of Metuchen, please know of my deep gratitude, 
support, and prayers for you. Likewise, I am grateful for all our teachers, administrators, staff, volunteers, and generous 
benefactors, along with our dedicated staff in the Office of Schools led by Barbara Stevens and assisted by Sr. Mary Louise 
Shulas, MPF, and Laura Ferreras. Be assured of my prayerful support for all of you.  

With renewed best wishes, I remain. 
 Yours in Christ, 

Most Reverend James F. Checchio, JCD, MBA 
Bishop of Metuchen 
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Marriage Enrichment
A Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend gives you 
the time and tools to revitalize romance, deepen 
communication, and nourish the spirituality in your marriage.

The next Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend will 
be held February 24 - 26.

Please apply ASAP as space is limited. Phone
1-732-904-9636 for application and information (Tom &
Ruth DeFalco).

Visit us at: www.wwme.org for more information.

You’re invited!
Life Choices Resource Center’s

Annual Charity Banquet
Sunday, February 19, 2023, 4 to 8 pm

Pines Manor, Edison, NJ
$75 per person, includes dinner

Tricky Tray and 50/50

Please join us in a celebration for LIFE!  
Come and witness 

God’s love in action at Life Choices Resource Center 
as we “Walk with Moms in Need”. Enjoy a night filled 
with the Love of those who join in our mission of saving 
babies and helping families when the world tells them 
something different.  

Please call us for reservations or donations

For more information:  (732) 516-0911. R.S.V.P. by 2/10/23

www.LifeChoicesRC.com 

Hispanic Ministry at St. James Roman 
Catholic Church

149 Grove Street, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
Phone: 732-634-0500 x122

Email: HispanicMinistry@stjamesonline.org 

Gary Vazquez is now located in the Hispanic Ministry 
Office. Office Hours: Fridays 6-8pm located in the 
parish office Phone: 732-634-0500 x122

Email: HispanicMinistry@stjamesonline.org 

Spanish Mass – Sundays at 5:30 pm (Rosary begins 
at 5:00 pm)

Rosary every Monday & Friday at 7:30 pm via Zoom
Meeting ID: 722 7089 9408 Passcode: 2020

Gary Vázquez ahora se encuentra en la Oficina del 
Ministerio Hispano. Horas de Oficina: Viernes 6-8pm 
en las oficina parroquial Teléfono: 732-634-0500 x122

Correo electrónico: HispanicMinistry@stjamesonline.org

Misa en Español – Domingos a las 5:30pm (El Rosario 
comienza a las 5:00pm)

Rosario todos los lunes y viernes a las 7:30 pm vía Zoom
ID de la reunión: 722 7089 9408   Código de acceso: 2020

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.” MATTHEW 5:3 

The phrase “poor in spirit” can be confusing. Think of 
it in this sense – poor in spirit means depending on 
God’s providence and not depending on our own self-
reliance. Being detached from earthy things (power, 
money, and comfort) and being attached to heavenly 
things (charity, sacrifice, and mercy). Denying ourselves 
from satisfying our desires and helping others obtain 
their basic needs. 

S
A w   n

Parishioners if your phone number or emails have 
been updated since registering with our parish or you 
have not included this information at the time of 
registration, please call the parish office, 732-634-0500, 
ext. 102 with your information so we can update our 
records. 
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Help us thank Father Sean for all he does as Head of Prison Ministry 
and Head of Hospital Chaplaincy for the Diocese of Metuchen. 

Father Sean frequently celebrates Mass in our parishes 
on special occasions and when a subs tute is needed. 

Other proceeds will help support Knights of Columbus charitable causes. 

Tickets for this event can be purchased for $35 each. 

We are producing a souvenir ad book program.  
Please contact Jim Whelan at KofC4thdegree1775@yahoo.com 

or at the Parish Center, 732-968-5555, ext. 112 to purchase ckets 
or adver sing in our program. Single line patron space is also available. 
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St. James Catholic school link faith-based values with academic excellence. It's a formula that leads to success in 
the classroom and in life. If you are contemplating choosing a Catholic Education for your child here are a few 
reasons that might help you make the decision to enroll your child for the 2022-2023 school year:

We set high standards for student achievement and help them succeed.
We provide a balanced academic curriculum that integrates faith, culture and life.
We use technology effectively to enhance education.
We instill in students the value of service to others.
We teach children respect of self and others. 
We emphasize moral development and self-discipline. 
We prepare students to be productive citizens and future leaders. 
We have a 99 percent high school graduation rate. 85 percent of our graduates go to college.
We cultivate a faculty and staff of people who are dedicated, caring and effective. 
We provide a safe and welcoming environment for all. We provide a safe and welcoming environment for al

p g g g
dicated, caring and effective. 
ll. 

540
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St. James School will be holding an open house on 
Sunday, January 29, 2023, from 11:15AM to 1:00PM. 
Come see why St. James School is the very best 
place for your child, whether a three-year-old or an 
eighth-grader. We are proud to show off what makes 
our school such a special place. Registration will be 
accepted at the open house. To register your child 
please bring the child’s birth certificate, immunization 
record, and Social Security card. Visit our website 
at www.sj-school.org. Please contact Mrs. Brenda 
Stone at 732-634-0500 ext. 301 for enrollment 
questions for the 2023-2024 school year.   

The St. James School of Religion (CCD) Program is in 
need of classroom assistants at the 5:30PM and 
7:00PM sessions. A sacramental preparation person 
is also needed at this time. All volunteers must be 
fingerprinted, background checked and attend a 
one-time workshop. PLEASE reach out to Mrs. Zmigrodski 
to volunteer or ask any questions regarding the 
volunteer positions available.  

To Reserve: email SJShsaPres@sj-school.org 

CATHOLIC SCHOOL 2023-2024 TUITION 
ASSISTANCE 

ONLINE APPLICATION PROCESS OPEN 

Families interested in applying for tuition assistance to 
attend an eligible Diocese of Metuchen elementary or high 
school may apply online now through FACTS Grant & Aid 
Assessment at https://online.factsmgt.com/aid. Online 
applications must be completed (including all required 
documentation) by no later than March 31, 2023. 
Applications are available in English and Spanish. 

Families that need assistance completing the online 
application or need access to a computer to apply 
should contact their school.  

Español: 

ESCUELA CATÓLICA 2023-2024 ASISTENCIA DE 
MATRÍCULA 

PROCESO DE APLICACIÓN EN LÍNEA ABIERTO 

Las familias interesadas en solicitar asistencia con la 
matrícula para acudir a una escuela primaria o 
secundaria elegible de la Diócesis de Metuchen, 
pueden presentar su solicitud en línea ahora a través 
FACTS Grant & Aid Assessment en la dirección 
electronica https://online.factsmgt.com/aid. Las solicitudes 
en línea deben completarse (incluida toda la 
documentación requerida) antes del 31 de Marzo de 
2023. Las solicitudes están disponibles en inglés y en 
español. 

Las familias que necesiten ayuda para completar 
la solicitud en línea o necesiten acceso a una 
computadora para postularse deben comunicarse 
directamente con su escuela. 
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AllianceAlliance
Plumbing & Mechanical
Contractors
YOUR LOCAL PLUMBERYOUR LOCAL PLUMBER
All Types of Plumbing All Types of Plumbing 
& Heating Repairs& Heating Repairs

Joseph P. Higgins
Master Plumber
Lic. No. 10168

34 Green Street
Woodbridge
(732) 602-9703(732) 602-9703
Senior Citizen Discount
Parishioner

www.duniganplumbing.com

NJ State Lic. #7121 & #283 • Cert. Backfl ow Inspector Lic. #8714

T and T Accounting ServiceT and T Accounting Service
Certifi ed Public Accountants

Tax Return Preparation
 Consulting & Accounting Service

732-634-5490732-634-5490
57 Green St., 2nd Fl., Woodbridge

Family Owned & Operated Since 1956
“Let Our Family Work For Your Family”
Siding • Windows • Doors • Roofs

Gutters • Awnings • Carpentry
www.valianthome.com    732-541-7966

In-Home Senior Care
We provide all kinds of assistance, from 
personal care to light housekeeping. We keep 
seniors in their own homes and enable them 
to live independently.

(732) 530-3636

Serving St. James Parish Since 2001

697 Broad Street, Shrewsbury
comfortkeepers.com/centraljersey

In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

French Drains • Foundation Repair • Mold Remediation

732-777-7888
www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

All Work Guaranteed

Look for Another Golden Opportunity

SELEC T
Robert S. Golden
Realtor Associate
NJAR Circle of Excellence
1997-2020
908-930-1017

Judith Duff y
Realtor Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence
2018-2020

732-221-0217

505 New Brunswick Avenue • Fords NJ 08863
Offi  ce: 732-573-4660

O U R  S P O N S O R S  &  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y
Sponsors can off er promotions, 

discounts and/or up-to-date contact 
information to the ENTIRE community

ANYONE in the community can access 
realtime off ers from their favorite 
sponsors to save, share & support

United Together In The Fight 
Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... 
BE KINDNESS!

www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657

info@mallorysarmy.org
  It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send your 

email address by text message: 
Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828

to get started.
Message and data rates may apply.

Mallory’s
Army

Foundation
665 Amboy Ave., A105665 Amboy Ave., A105
Woodbridge, NJ 07095Woodbridge, NJ 07095
Office: (732) 218-5758Office: (732) 218-5758
Direct: (732) 310-1131Direct: (732) 310-1131

cforbes@hwcg.comcforbes@hwcg.com

www.hwcg.com/woodbridgewww.hwcg.com/woodbridge

You knowYou know your loved one’s unique your loved one’s unique 

wishes, and what makes them happy.wishes, and what makes them happy.

We make it our job to know that, too.We make it our job to know that, too.

www.SellwithJoe.comwww.SellwithJoe.comTMTM

WORSHIP

WITH US
www.KitchensBathandBeyond.com

655 Amboy Avenue • Suite D403
Woodbridge, NJ 07095

This Space is Available!
800-333-3166 ext. 161

www.jppc.net
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Play NTNPlay NTN
Trivia FREETrivia FREE

HAND CRAFTED BEER & 
GREAT FOOD

“The Area’s Premiere Brew Pub”
Enjoy Great Food in a Unique Atmosphere, 

Right in the Heart of Woodbridge. 
Brewery Tours AvailableBrewery Tours Available

 Serving  Lunch  Mon - Sat 11:30am - 3pm
Dinner Mon - Thur 5pm - 10pm

Fri - Sat 5pm - 11pm
Sunday 3pm - 9pm

Happy Hour Weekdays 3pm - 7pm
Late Night Menu Every Nite till 1am

Cater Parties of any Size
33 Main St., Woodbridge

  634-2929 • www.njbrewpubs.com 

Area’sArea’s
Best Best 

Happy Happy 
HourHour

Daily

Speci
als

23 Ford Ave., Edison-Fords, NJ 08863
Brendan J. Flynn, Jr., Manager

NJ Lic. #4105
1-800-649-0358

424 East Ave., Perth Amboy, NJ 08861
James J. Flynn, IV, Manager

NJ Lic. #4152
732-826-0358

www.fl ynnfuneral.com
319 Amboy Ave., Metuchen, NJ 08840

Brendan J. Flynn, Jr., Manager
NJ Lic. #4105

732-548-2134

Family Owned and Operated Since 1900
Now Serving You From Three Locations

Gerity & Chubenko Funeral Home
Shawn A. Bukofsky  Manager  NJ Lic. #5071

www.gerityfh.com     411 Amboy Avenue • Woodbridge, NJ 07095      732-634-2818
Caring, Experienced and Understanding Staff  dedicated to the Community for 60 years

Modernized Facility that is 100% Handicap accessible • Multiple Pre-Need Funeral Funding options • Funeral payment options for every fi nancial need
You may transfer existing pre-arrangements from other funeral homes and we will also honor all funded and un-funded pre-arrangements from other funeral homes

We understand you have options and we thank you for continually allowing us to serve you
Gregory B. Chubenko NJ Lic. #4322  Peter M. Chubenko NJ Lic. #4632

Shawn A. Bukofsky NJ Lic. #5071  Mary Anne Gerity-Sullivan, Director Emeritus

    Venezia & Nolan
     Counsellors at Law

306 Main Street, Woodbridge   732-634-8700
Complete General Law Firm

Plumbing & Heating
Sewer & Drain Cleaning

Fax: (732) 738-1156  Member of the Parish
24 Hour EMERGENCY Service

Call Toll Free 1-866-81CRAIG 2 7 2 4 4

Craig Lehman Plumbing 
License Number 11122

FULLY INSURED
& BONDED

Kristen Scarpa RPh
Paul Browne RPh • Meagan Giordano RPh

Delivery & Notary Available
458 Amboy Avenue • Woodbridge, NJ 07095

Ph: 732-636-0011
Fax: 732-636-2873

WE ACCEPT ALL INSURANCE
Mail Order is Not Your Only Option

Służymy Polonii oferując szeroki zakres usług fi nansowych: 
konta oszczędnościowe i czekowe, karty kredytowe i debetowe 
VISA®, kredyty hipoteczne, pożyczki personalne oraz pełny serwis 
bankowości Internetowej i mobilnej. Dla przedsiębiorców oferujemy 
kredyty biznesowe i konta bez opłat. Otwórz konto przez internet na 
stronie www.NaszaUnia.com lub odwiedź nasz oddział w Union 
(667 Chestnut Street, Union, NJ 07036, tel. 908.688.6596).

1.855.PSFCU.4U
www.NaszaUnia.com

UNIA KREDYTOWA 
TO WIĘCEJ NIŻ BANK!

Jerry Riporti
Territory 
Manager

908-769-4111 • Cell 908-625-6547 • Fax 908-769-7993
Maintainco, Inc. South Plainfi eld, NJ 07080

JerryRip13@gmail.com • www.maintainco.com

DIRECT IMPORTERS
Designers Manufacturers

Fine JewelryWatches
LEE NEVES

President
732-741-7757

Route 35
The Grove

SHREWSBURY, NJ

732-634-1086
Fax 732-855-1945

103 Main Street
WOODBRIDGE, NJ

www.nevesjewelers.com

Family Owned
Since 1969

87 Main Street
Woodbridge

732-634-7151

PIZZA

732-442-1286  WWW.SHEVCO.COM
329 Florida Grove Rd. Hopelawn

A Family Owned and Operated Factory Showroom
4th Generation Craftsmen Since 1919

M O N U M E N T S  L L C

GRANITE • BRONZE GRANITE • BRONZE 
CEMETERY LETTERINGCEMETERY LETTERING

Gloria DeMarzo
Realtor-Associate

Direct: 908-419-0340
Offi  ce: 732-499-0030 ext. 217

112 Westfi eld Ave., Clark, NJ 07066
Gloria@HallmarkRealtors.com
www.HallmarkRealtors.com

RAHWAY Auto Body, Inc.
Since 1945 • Lic. #01670A

Collision Specialist Auto & Truck
Charles Ladis, President

41 W. Inman Ave., Rahway, NJ
732-388-1058

116B Main St

Woodbridge, NJ

732-582-6118
732-218-8422

www.shinkohibachi.com

WE OFFER LUNCH, DINNER, CATERING, DELIVERY, TAKEOUT, 
PARTY PACKAGES & MORE!
Visit or call us today at: 
280 Woodbridge Ave., Woodbridge NJ
(732) 634-9304
Family Owned & Operated since 1995

Providing First Aide to 
your insurance needs...

Medicare Plans - ACA Plans - Life
GEREMY SAN AGUSTIN

Benefit Navigator

732-586-9598
16 Pearl St., Ste. 102, Metuchen

www.firstaideinsurance.com

123 Lincoln Hwy., Edison NJ 08820
732-494-6800

EARLY BIRD
SPECIAL

ALL REPAIRS 
& SERVICE

(with coupon)

S C
10% DISCOUNT10% DISCOUNT

732-855-1771
108 Main Street

Woodbridge, NJ 07095 www.extremzbss.com
Bicycles - Skateboards - Scooters - Rollerskates - Inline Skates - Sales & Service

GET THE HEALTHY SMILE YOU 
HAVE ALWAYS WANTED

AMBOY DENTAL
Dr. Migena Kotelli, DDS

SPECIAL OFFERS FOR OUR PARISHIONERS
$67$67 EXAM, X-RAYS & CLEANING

FREEFREE INVISALIGN CONSULT • FREEFREE IMPLANT CONSULT
20%20% OFF ANY DENTAL PROCEDURE

 616  616 Amboy Avenue, Suite 2Amboy Avenue, Suite 2
 Woodbridge, NJ 07095 Woodbridge, NJ 07095
mkotelli10@gmail.commkotelli10@gmail.com

732-326-9800732-326-9800

Home/Apartment Cleaning
Offi ce Cleaning • Party Waiter Service

After Party Cleaning
Post Construction Cleaning

Call Leisa for Free Estimate
732-877-0380

     We Support Ukraine
     Use Our Services, Stand with Ukraine

Fully
Insured
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