
BLESSED SACRAMENT CHURCH NEWARK, OHIO

PDF ME PLEASE. Thanks.
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Picture Directory: Thanks to all who signed up to 
have your picture taken in the Picture Directory!
Stewardship: Thanks to Dr. Tom Fitzsimmons for 
addressing the parish at all the Masses last weekend 
in his role as the chair of the Finance Council.
I want to thank the parish for your continued generous 
support of our offertory, capital campaign to pay for 
the church restoration and rectory remodel, and for 
your continued support of our Centennial Building 
Fund Collection which is helping us to pay down the 
debt!
Thanks to all who have made plans to remember 
Blessed Sacrament in death as you are in life. 
Please contact the parish office if we can be of any 
assistance in getting the information you need to 
help remember Blessed Sacrament Church in your 
estate plans.
When you get your letter for our annual offertory 
pledge drive, please consider the pledge you 
can make this year and return your pledge in the 
collection basket or to the office. We have decided 
as a parish that our best years are ahead of us 
and that we need to invest in our future through 
a properly staffed parish and through keeping up 
with maintenance. Please help us to invest in our 
future through your continued generous support of 
our offertory and through your generous use of your 
time and talents!
Catholic Foundation: Learn more about “Planning 
Today for a Brighter Tomorrow: An Evening with the 
Catholic Foundation” by joining me on Thursday, 
November 15th at 7:00 p.m. in Shepherd Hall. 
Watch your mail for an invitation from the Catholic 
Foundation for this event.
Mass of Remembrance: We will have our annual 
Mass of Remembrance on Friday, November 2nd 
at 7:00 p.m. During this Mass, we will remember 
all parishioners and their family members who have 
died during this past year. All parishioners who have 
lost a loved one during this past year (or at any point 
for that matter) are welcome to attend this special 
Mass. Our Bereavement Committee will be hosting 
a light reception following the Mass.
God bless,
Fr. Wilson

Liturgical Ministers
Schedule Week of October 28th

6:15 p.m., Tuesday, October 30th – Judy Healy (L),
 Volunteers (Servers)
9:00 a.m., Wednesday, October 31th – Yvonne King 
 (L), Chris Geiger, Fini Kaiser, Maria Geiger (Servers)
9:00 a.m., Thursday, November 1st – Assigned (L),
 Deacon Patrick, Madison Hampton, Devin Gross 
 (Servers)
12:00 p.m., Thursday, November 1st – Donald Montell,
 Yvonne King (L), Deacon Patrick, Violet Caton, 
 Maria Geiger, Mark Jewett, Nicholas Richards 
 (Servers)
7:00 p.m., Thursday, November 1st – Kathy Wilson,
 Scott Van Horn (L), Deacon Patrick, Sharon Van Horn, 
 Chris Grieb, Michael Burger, Peggy Komada (EM), 
 Maria, Cecilia & Christopher Geiger, Zachary & 
 Madison Hampton (Servers)
9:00 a.m., Friday, November 2nd – Assigned (L),
 Deacon Patrick, Cecilia Geiger, Chris Geiger,
 Hannah O’Rourke, Drew Caton (Servers)
12:00 p.m. Friday, November 2nd – Donald Montell,
 Yvonne King (L), Deacon Patrick, Assigned (Servers)
7:00 p.m. Friday, November 2nd – Assigned (L),
 Deacon Patrick, Assigned (Servers)
Sunday Vigil Mass, November 3rd 5:00 p.m.
 Sarah Snider Mary Snider Joanna Snider
 Jose Lopez
Sunday, November 4th  8:00 a.m.
 Zachary & Madison Hampton Braydon Vanvelzor
    10:45 a.m.
 Maria Geiger Mark Jewett Sara Moore
 Ilana O’Neill Nicholas Richards
    5:00 p.m.
 Harrison Walsh Mark Urban Jeffery Urban

Sunday Lector
and Eucharistic Ministers Schedule

Sunday Vigil Mass, November 3rd 5:00 p.m.
 Jodi Snider, Christina Priest (L), Deacon Patrick,
 Joyce Williams, Pam Rauch, Tina Frischen, 
 Debbie Bickle (EM)
Sunday, November 4th 8:00 a.m.
 Josh Caton, Paul Matthews (L), Deacon Patrick, 
 Tricia Robinson, Valerie Koch, Rita Shonebarger, 
 Peggy Komada (EM)
  10:45 a.m.
 Yvonne King, Monica Stanley (L), Deacon Patrick,
 Chris Grieb, Evey Fuller-Moore, Kelli Morrow, 
 Michael Burger (EM)
  5:00 p.m.
 Kathy Wilson (L), Matthew Walsh, Kathy VanWy (EM)



Mass Intentions
for the Week of October 28th

Tuesday: Weekday 6:15 p.m.
 Maurice & Beatrice Floyd
Wednesday: Weekday 9:00 a.m.
 Barb Rue by Nancy & Rick Battat
Thursday: All Saints 9:00 a.m.
 Mary Stevens by Geraldine (Jerry) Hobbs 12:00 p.m.
 For the People of the Parish 7:00 p.m.
 Wesley & Jean Luzio by Estate
Friday: The Commemoration 
of all the Faithfully Departed 9:00 a.m.
 Our Holy Father, Pope Francis 12:00 p.m.
 For the People of the Parish
Mass of Remembrance 7:00 p.m.
 For all the Faithfully Departed
Saturday: St. Martin de Porres, Religious 9:00 a.m.
Latin Mass
 Fr. Paul Laurinaitis by Pactum Marianum
Sunday Vigil: 5:00 p.m.
 Fr. Jim Csaszar by Rowland LeMaster
Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 8:00 a.m.
 Bob & Pat Schwartz (50th Wedding Anniversary)
  by family
 For the People of the Parish 10:45 a.m.
 Jeri Renard 5:00 p.m.

Next week’s Scripture
All Saints – November 1st

1st Reading: Revelation 7:2-4, 9-14
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6

“Lord, this is the people that longs to see your face.”
2nd Reading: 1John 3:1-3
Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12a

The Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed
(All Souls Day) – November 2nd

1st Reading: Wisdom 3:1-9
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 23:1-3a, 3b-4,5,6

“The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.”
2nd Reading: Romans 5:5-11

Gospel: John 6:37-40
Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time – 

November 4th
1st Reading: Deuteronomy 6:2-6

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 18:2-3, 3-4, 47, 51
“I love you Lord, my strength.”

2nd Reading: Hebrews 7:23-28
Gospel: Mark 12:28b-34

This week, we pray Liturgy of the Hours
Seasonal Proper II

Our Stewardship Collection
October 21, 2018

Budget per Week $ 12,833.62
Offertory (155 envelopes) $ 6,380.00
Average Auto Withdrawal  $ 3,730.47
 (123 households)
Loose Cash $ 557.00
Total $ 10,667.47
Deficit	 ($	 2,166.15)
Year to Date Offertory Budget $ 218,171.46
Year to Date Actual Offerings $ 195,437.52
YTD	Deficit	 ($	 22,733.94)
St. Vincent DePaul Collection $ 2,330.00
World Mission Sunday Collection $ 222.00
YTD Centennial Building Fund Collection $ 8,071.11
Centennial Building Loan Balance $ 1,598,178.94
YTD Church Restoration Collection $ 44,941.56
Church Restoration Loan Balance $ 33,232.62
Today’s psalm says, “The Lord has done great things for 
us; we are filled with joy.” Good stewards demonstrate 
by their living and giving that they understand God as the 
Source of all they are and have. See Psalm 126.

Let us pray for those in the military on 
active duty and overseas:

Zachary Turpening, Marines
Douglas Chacey, Air Force
Lucas Chacey, Air Force

Edward Wilson, Navy
Joshua P. Brown, Air Force
Foxx Schneider, Marines

Catherine Wagner, Air Force
David L’Esperance, Army

Dillon Nethers, Coast Guard
Edward Starr, Air National Guard

Victoria McPherson, Air National Guard
Caroline Thiel, Naval Academy

Rudy Snider, Air Force Academy
Christopher Severino, Air Force

Connor Severino, Air Force Academy
Zakry Machett, Army

Nathan Hall, Navy
Chase Meldau, Marines
Brandon Medley, Army

Bob Yanka, Army
Drake Nance, Army
Evan Sturm, Navy
Logan Gray, Army

Sam Anderson, Navy
If you wish to submit names for this list, please call the 
parish office at 740 345-4290.



Our Parish & School Events

Parish Prayerline
The entire parish is requested to pray: 

Intentions for the month of October.
•• Father Wilson’s Intention: That the elderly and 

homebound members of the parish would know the 
Lord’s peace and presence in their lives.

•• Pope’s Intention: The Mission of Religious: That 
consecrated religious men and women may bestir 
themselves, and be present among the poor, the 
marginalized, and those who have no voice. 

Intentions for the month of November.
•• Father Wilson’s Intention: That those suffering 

from any form of addiction, including addictions to 
drugs, alcohol, and pornography, would experience 
healing and freedom.

•• Pope’s Intention: In the Service of Peace. That the 
language of love and dialogue may always prevail 
over the language of conflict.

Blessed Sacrament Youth Group
Blessed Sacrament Youth Group has begun! You are 
invited to meet weekly on Tuesdays in the annex from 
7:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m.! Contact Kaitlyn Woerner at krw9@
live.com or call 614-769-5714 for more information.

Adoration of The Holy Eucharist
Time spent in Adoration before the Blessed Sacrament 
is one way for us to nourish our spiritual life. Adorers 
are needed for Wednesdays, from 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
and 7:00-8:00 p.m. Call the parish office at 740-345-
4290 to schedule an hour or for information. 
Please be sure your “hour” is covered if you are unable 
to sit in Adoration at your designated time.

Lifetouch Pictorial Directory
Thank you to everyone who participated in the 
Lifetouch Pictorial Directory. Special “thanks” to all who 
volunteered at the many photo sessions. Your help is 
really appreciated!

This Week
Sunday, October 28
 8:00 a.m. Mass
 8:00 a.m. Confirmation Prep Class
 9:00 a.m. RCIA - Library
 9:00 a.m. CCD Classes
 10:45 a.m. Mass w/Confirmation Students
 5:00 p.m. Mass
 6:15 p.m. Financial Peace University – Shepherd Hall
Monday, October 29
 12:00 p.m. Adoration until 8:00 p.m. – Church
 6:00 p.m. Wrestling meeting, Annex
 7:00 p.m. Extraordinary Minister Refresher – Library
Tuesday, October 30
 5:00 p.m. Adoration until 6:00 p.m.
 5:15 p.m. Rosary
 5:30 p.m. Reconciliation till 6:00 p.m.
 6:15 p.m. Mass
 7:00 p.m. Choir Practice
 7:00 p.m. Youth Group – Annex
Wednesday, October 31
 9:00 a.m. Mass
 9:45 a.m. Adoration until Midnight
Thursday, November 1
  Parish Office Closed.
  All Saints Day – Holyday of Obligation
 9:00 a.m. Mass
 12:00 p.m. Mass
 7:00 p.m. Mass
Friday, November 2, All Souls Day
 9:00 a.m. Mass
 12:00 p.m. Mass
 7:00 p.m. All Souls Mass of Remembrance
 8:00 p.m. All Souls Reception, Shepherd Hall
Saturday, November 3
 8:15 a.m. Reconciliation
 9:00 a.m. 1st Saturday Latin Mass
 1:00 p.m. “Reach for Heaven” – Shepherd Hall
 4:00 p.m. Reconciliation
 5:00 p.m. Mass
  Centennial Building Collection

Clocks	Fall	Back!	Daylight	Savings	Time	Ends!
HNS Coffee & Donuts after Masses

Sunday, November 4
 8:00 a.m. Mass
 8:00 a.m. Confirmation Prep Class
 9:00 a.m. RCIA - Library
 9:00 a.m. CCD Classes
 10:45 a.m. Mass w/Confirmation Students
 5:00 p.m. Mass
 6:15 p.m. Financial Peace University Shepherd Hall



Volunteer Help Needed!
It’s time for Fall Flower Garden Cleanup and we need 
your help! We would like to pull weeds, clean up the 
landscape and have all of this completed by the end 
of the month. If you are willing to help us beautify our 
campus, whatever time you have available, days or 
evenings, call the parish office at 740 345-4290 and talk 
to Jim Weisent to volunteer.

Blessed Sacrament Men’s Ministry
Band of Brothers will meet on Wednesday, November 
7th, the first Wednesday of November, at 7:00 p.m. 
in Shepherd Hall. Come, join other brothers as we 
enjoy food, fellowship and formation. We will view a 
presentation on the “Holy Spirit.” For information, call 
Mike Stickle at 740-258-3138.

“Planning Today for a Brighter Tomorrow”
An Evening with the Catholic Foundation

For all parishioners, The Catholic Foundation is hosting 
a social and informational evening about planning for 
the future of our Catholic faith and how you can support 
Blessed Sacrament. Join us on Thursday, November 
15th at 6:00 p.m. in our Shepherd Hall. Heavy hors 
d’oeuvres and beverages will be provided. RSVP is 
appreciated by calling the parish office at 740-345-4290.

Parish	Office	is	closed	on	Thursday	November	1st	
and	 will	 reopen	 on	 Friday,	 November	 2nd	 at	 9:00	
a.m.

All Saints Day Mass Times 
Thursday, November 1st, (Holyday of Obligation): 9:00 
a.m., 12:00 Noon, and 7:00 p.m. All Souls Day Mass 
times, Friday, November 2nd: 9:00 a.m. and 12:00 
Noon. All Souls Mass of Remembrance is at 7:00 p.m. 
All are invited to attend this Mass. Light refreshments will 
follow in Shepherd Hall.

St. Vincent DePaul Pantry
…is now stocking up in preparation for Thanksgiving. 
Our plan is to provide each family with a whole turkey 
and/or turkey breast, along with the normal Thanksgiving 
fixings. Consider helping by donating canned vegetables, 
soup and fruit. We also need Hamburger Helper - type 
meals and baked beans. Make financial donations by 
designating in the memo of your check “SVdP Pantry” 
and/or drop off food items at the SVdP Pantry (135 
Wilson Street, Newark). Your generosity will make this 
year’s Thanksgiving season a successful one!

Local Events of Interest

It’s that time! Santa climbed up the ladder and cleaned 
out his attic! Come join the Women of St. Edward for 
their Annual Attic Sale (Think Enormous Christmas 
Rummage Sale!) He’s been busy cleaning and sorting 
boxes for weeks, finding wreaths, ornaments, Angels, 
and trees; thousands of beautiful decorations. Just wait 
‘til you see! Santa’s Attic Sale is Saturday, November 
3rd from 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. at St. Edward Catholic 
Church on Newark Granville Road, Granville. Spread 
the word and join us for the FUN! 100% of the proceeds 
benefit the charitable works of WOSE. If you have any 
questions, contact lford3616@aol.com. Now accepting 
Visa/MC/Discover with $25.00 minimum.

Preparations are under way for the 35th annual St. 
Francis deSales School Christmas Bazaar on November 
16th. Donations are currently needed for the Children’s 
and Adult Raffles, plus Craft Tables. Used household 
items, toys, sporting equipment, etc. (no clothing or TVs 
please) will be accepted for the White Elephant tables 
beginning at 8:00 a.m. on Thursday, Nov. 15th in the 
school gym. Any unsold items will be donated to St. 
Vincent de Paul. Contact Matt or Sandi Dry at 740-587-
1102.



CARING FOR 
LOVED ONES 
AT LIFE’S END

An old Irish proverb says, “It is in the shelter of each other that 
the people live.” Indeed, we are created to depend upon one another 
and walk together in suffering. But when family members or friends 
approach life’s end, we may not know how best to “shelter” them. 
Here are some concrete ways we can compassionately care for them.

1. Invite God In
Pope Francis has said that “praying in difficult situations is like opening the 
door to the Lord, in order that he might enter.”1 The dying process is a sacred 
time—a final season to seek closure in this life and prepare for the next in the 
hope of sharing in Christ’s Resurrection. As you enter into this season with your 
friend or family member, ask God to accompany both of you.

2. Listen
Try to discover your loved one’s values and how best to honor his or her wishes. 
This requires true empathy. It can be hard not to assume he or she wants the 
same thing you think you would want if you were in the same situation. Listen 
with a non-judgmental ear so your loved one feels free to speak openly.

3. Inform Yourself
Be aware that a person’s wishes for refusing ordinary or proportionate 
treatment2—or for pursuing assisted suicide—are usually rooted in fears of 
dependency, helplessness, or pain. Make yourself available to discuss these or 
any concerns. Know that hospice care focuses on alleviating pain and other 
symptoms, meeting basic needs, and providing comfort. Seek to understand 
the Catholic Church’s teaching on end-of-life care, which can help you provide 
authentically loving support that respects life.* 

4. Be Steadfast in Compassion
As Pope Francis reminds us, “Compassion means ‘suffer with’.”3 Your friend 
or family member will likely face ups and downs. Recognize these as part of a 
natural process. Surround him or her with love, support, and companionship 
that are “anchored in unconditional respect for their human dignity, 
beginning with respect for the inherent value of their lives.”4 The patient’s 
suffering can be alleviated by your empathy, as well as by quality hospice 
care by medical personnel.

5. Help Them Achieve Closure
Help your family member or friend define the unfinished personal projects, 
financial concerns, unresolved relationships, or other matters that occupy his 
or her mind. Due to changing circumstances, some goals may need to be 
reframed. Creating and accomplishing this list of unfinished business can help 
the person discover a sense of purpose and feel more at peace.

@usccbprolife
@ProjectRachel

fb.com/peopleoflife

UNITED STATES CONFERENCE  
OF CATHOLIC BISHOPS
Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities

View, download, or order the 
U.S. bishops’ pro-life materials!

www.usccb.org/respectlife
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To Live Each Day with 
Dignity, USCCB



6. Provide Opportunities  
for Resolution
Ira Byock, a hospice medical director, illustrates in his 
book The 4 Most Important Things** how saying “I 
love you,” “I’m sorry,” “I forgive you,” and “Thank you” 
can promote much-needed healing during the dying 
process. You can help ensure a peaceful transition 
for your loved one by facilitating opportunities for 
reconciliation with others and for mutual expressions 
of love and gratitude. Consider offering to invite a 
priest to hear his or her confession and to administer 
the Eucharist as viaticum5 and the Sacrament of the 
Anointing of the Sick, all of which heal the soul and 
prepare us to meet the Lord.

7. Reminisce
Our appetites may diminish as our bodies experience 
a decreased need for food and fluids when we near 
life’s end. Provide smaller amounts of your family 
member or friend’s favorite foods. Even if unable to 
eat them, he or she may still enjoy the aromas and 
reminisce with you about special memories they 
evoke. Think of other small comforts you can provide 
that would spark meaningful memories, like special 
photos or mementos.

8. Provide a Peaceful Presence
There comes a time of natural withdrawal from 
surroundings when dying persons may lose interest 
in many activities that used to be enjoyable. Your 
own quiet, patient presence can provide important 
support as your loved one prepares emotionally and 
spiritually for his or her passing. Hearing can become 
very acute, so placing the phone in another room, 
playing favorite music, reading a favorite passage, 
praying together, or simply sitting quietly with him 
or her can all be very soothing. 

9. Show Tenderness
Those who are dying remain in need of the tenderness 
of personal human contact. Ask if you might gently 
brush your loved one’s hair, apply lotion to her hands 
or feet, or simply hold his hand. Tell stories, laugh, and 
share memories to reassure the person he or she is a 
cherished gift, not a burden in any way. 

10. Bear Their  
Transition Patiently
Transition, the time immediately preceding death, 
may bring rapid physical changes, such as in breathing 
patterns, as well as changes in mental or emotional 
states. Try to be patient, and allow the “how” and 
“when” of death to be between God and your loved one. 
Ask God for the wisdom to know what final words to 
say—if any—and when. As you are able, give your loved 
one permission to make the transition. For example, 
you might say, “I love you. It’s okay to go home now.” 

Accompanying a loved one in his or her last days is 
enormously important, but we do not need to fear our 
own limitations. Pope Francis tells us, “[God] comes 
to assist us in our weakness. And his help consists in 
helping us accept his presence and closeness to us. 
Day after day, touched by his compassion, we also can 
become compassionate towards others.”6

*As our bishops teach, “Respect for life does not demand that 
we attempt to prolong life by using medical treatments that are 
ineffective or unduly burdensome.”7 At the same time, intentionally 
hastening death—whether through drugs or deliberate neglect 
of basic care—offends our God-given dignity and is never morally 
permissible. More information: www.usccb.org/ToLiveEachDay

**References do not indicate endorsement. 

1 Pope Francis, Morning Meditation in the Chapel of the Domus Sanctae Marthae: 
Choosing the Better Part, 8 October 2013, (Vatican City: Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 
2013).

2 More information: United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Ethical and 
Religious Directives for Catholic Health Care Services, 5th ed, (Washington, DC: 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 2009). United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops, To Live Each Day with Dignity: A Statement on Physician-Assisted 
Suicide (Washington, DC: United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 2011).

3 Pope Francis, General Audience, Wednesday, April 27, 2016, (Vatican City: Libreria 
Editrice Vaticana, 2016).

4 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, To Live Each Day with Dignity: A 
Statement on Physician-Assisted Suicide, 10. 

5 Viaticum is “the Eucharist received by a dying person. It is the spiritual food for 
one’s ‘passing over’ to the Father from this world. With Penance and the Anointing 

of the Sick, the reception of Holy Communion as Viaticum constitute the ‘last 
sacraments’ of the Christian.” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, Glossary.) See also 
Catechism of the Catholic Church, nos. 1331, 1392, 1517, 1524-25.

6 Pope Francis, Misericordiae vultus, (Vatican City: Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 2015), 
no. 14.

7 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, To Live Each Day with Dignity: A 
Statement on Physician-Assisted Suicide, 10.

Excerpts from Morning Meditation © 2013, General Audience © 2016, Misericordiae 
vultus © 2015, Libreria Editrice Vaticana, Vatican City. Used with permission. All 
rights reserved. Catechism of the Catholic Church, second edition © 2001 LEV-
USCCB. Used with permission. Photo: Halfpoint/iStock/Thinkstock. Used with 
permission. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2018, United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops, Washington, D.C. All rights reserved.
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KILLING THE 
PAIN, NOT 
THE PATIENT: 
PALLIATIVE 
CARE VS. 
ASSISTED 
SUICIDE

Assisted suicide is in the news and on lawmakers’ agendas. 
Supporters call it “aid in dying” and claim it is just another option 
for ending intolerable pain as part of end-of-life care. But assisted 
suicide is radically different from end-of-life care and the practice 
of palliative care, the healing art of relieving pain and other 
distressing symptoms for patients who are seriously ill. In fact, 
these two agendas are at war with each other.

Different Drugs, Different Results
When properly prescribed for the pain of serious illness, powerful pain 
medications like morphine and other opioids are safe and effective. Patients 
can have their pain well-controlled without risk to life, and generally stay 
alert as well. 

Assisted suicide is very different. Where it has been legalized, doctors can 
prescribe a lethal overdose of pills to patients whom they think will die within 
six months, so they can kill themselves. The patient then intentionally swallows 
a massive overdose of barbiturates to cause unconsciousness and death.

The Importance of Intent
Besides having opposite results, these two approaches express different 
intentions.

While pain medication is generally safe under medical supervision, it may 
have side-effects. For example, barbiturates may be used in rare instances 
to sedate an agitated patient in the final stage of dying if other pain control 
methods are inadequate, though this poses some risk of shortening life.

In such cases, the doctor and patient must assess the good they intend and 
proceed only if this good outweighs the unintended adverse effects. As risk 
cannot always be eliminated, modern medicine would be impossible without 
this “principle of double effect.” The key is that no one involved intends the 
bad effects, especially the bad effect of killing the patient.

Assisted suicide, by contrast, directly intends the patient’s death, which 
is never morally permissible. The doctor prescribes an intentionally 
lethal overdose, with instructions on how to use the pills to cause death. 
(Interestingly, there is no record that any patient accidentally surviving the 
overdose has ever tried it again.1)

Medical organizations like the American Medical Association and the 
American College of Physicians oppose doctor-assisted suicide, in part 
because it destroys this essential distinction between intended and 
unintended effects of treatment. Patients need to be able to trust their 
doctors to always care for their lives and never deliberately cause death. 

@usccbprolife
@ProjectRachel

fb.com/peopleoflife
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Eliminate the Problem,  
Not the Patient

Palliative care also addresses symptoms beyond 
physical pain, in ways that go beyond medication. 
Patients facing serious illness may feel hopeless and 
depressed, as though their lives have lost meaning. 
Addressing psychological, emotional, and spiritual 
problems is essential to palliative care. Assisted suicide 
alleviates none of these problems, but gives in to 
them. Consider that about half of patients who had 
requested assisted suicide under the Oregon law in its 
first three years changed their minds when the doctor 
provided palliative care.2

Yet in Oregon, almost none of the patients receiving 
lethal drugs are evaluated to assess whether their 
wish for death arises from treatable depression—
and over half say they requested the drugs partly 
because they feel they are becoming a “burden” on 
others.3 Offering assisted suicide can only confirm 
and strengthen that feeling. It ignores the underlying 
problems, instead abandoning and eliminating the 
patient who has the problems.

Assisted Suicide  
Undermines Palliative Care

Assisted suicide is detrimental not only for individual 
patients, but also for patient care on a large scale. 
In countries like the Netherlands, where assisted 
suicide has been accepted for many years, progress in 
palliative care has stagnated.4 In Oregon, legalization 
was followed by an increase in severe untreated 
pain among terminally ill patients. During a period 
when 1,832 hospices opened in other states, only five 

opened in Oregon. In other states legalizing assisted 
suicide, use of hospice care has fallen below the 
national average.5 By contrast, when states pass new 
laws forbidding assisted suicide, while affirming that 
doctors may use drugs like morphine for effective 
pain control, use of these medications has increased—
indicating progress in pain management practices.6

The reason is obvious. Optimum palliative care 
requires years of training and experience, as well 
as a commitment to the patient as someone with 
inherent dignity who deserves excellent care. Assisted 
suicide avoids the need for this hard work and erodes 
this commitment. It provides a “quick and easy,” 
as well as cheap, answer to terminal illness. Once 
death is accepted as a solution, why bother to devote 
resources to more expensive medical progress?

Assisted suicide does not enhance medicine. As noted 
by a doctor specializing in palliative and hospice care 
in the Netherlands, killing “becomes a substitute for 
learning how to relieve the suffering of dying patients.”7 

True Love and Mercy
Do we see people as the problem, such that our 
responsibility begins and ends with helping patients 
kill themselves? Or, do we see seriously ill patients 
as fellow human beings who deserve our love and 
solutions for their problems? Will we succumb to the 
“false mercy” of assisted suicide, or will we endorse 
what Pope St. John Paul II called “the way of love and 
true mercy”?8  Will we dedicate ourselves to providing 
genuinely compassionate care, as a society and for our 
own loved ones? Our answer today determines the 
care available now and for years to come.

1 Doerflinger, Richard M., M.A. “Oregon’s Assisted Suicides: The Up-to-Date Reality 
in 2017.” On Point, no. 21 (March 2018): 5. https://lozierinstitute.org/wp-content/
uploads/2018/03/Oregon-Assisted-Suicide-The-Up-To-Date-Reality-2017.pdf. 

2 Ganzini, Linda, M.D., Heidi D. Nelson, M.D., M.P.H., Terri A. Schmidt, M.D., Dale 
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TO: All Veterans 
FROM: Blessed Sacrament School 
 394 East Main Street 
 Newark, Ohio 43055  
 740 345-4125 

 

With our sincere appreciation of your service, 
Blessed Sacrament students and staff invite 
all Veterans to a Mass of Thanksgiving at 
Blessed Sacrament Church on Friday, 
November 9th at 9:00 a.m. After Mass, 
please join us for coffee & donuts in Shepherd 
Hall, our school cafeteria. 
 

 



THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME OCTOBER 28, 2018

St. Leonard Spaghetti Dinner
St. Leonard is hosting a Spaghetti Dinner on Thursday, 
November 8th from 4:30-7:30 p.m. in the St. Leonard 
Social Hall. Come and enjoy Sonny Del Matto’s 
special sauce! Dinner includes: Spaghetti, salad, 
bread, beverage, and dessert. Adults/$8.00, Children 
6-12 years/$5.00, and Children 5 and under are free. 
Proceeds benefit the maintenance projects in our 
church.

Newark Catholic Prospective Student Day and
Prospective Parent Information Evening

Eighth-grade students who are interested in attending 
Newark Catholic High School in 2019-2020 are invited 
to spend a day at Newark Catholic on Wednesday, 
November 7th, from 9:15 a.m. until 1:30 p.m. For 
reservations and information, call the school at 740-344-
3594, Mrs. Jodi Snider, ext. 227. All students of Knox/
Licking Vicariate are welcome to attend. An information 
session for parents is the same evening, Wednesday, 
November 7th from 6:00-7:00 p.m. at Newark Catholic 
High School.

St. Vincent Haven – Media Volunteer
St. Vincent Haven is looking for help with social media, 
to tell inspiring stories of the beautiful people we are 
blessed to serve. If in reading this you (or someone one 
know) are feeling called, have writing skills, know your 
way around Facebook, newsletters and/or websites, and 
are able to give some of your time and talent, email us at 
johnpaul@svdphaven.org.

Heartbeats Annual Stewardship Banquet
Heartbeats, a life-affirming pregnancy resource 
center serving our community, is holding its Annual 
Stewardship Banquet on Thursday, November 8th, at 
Vineyard Grace Fellowship, 4905 Jacksontown Road, 
Newark. Seating begins at 6:15 p.m. with dinner and 
program from 7:00-9:00 p.m. An opportunity to make 
financial gifts will be extended. Dinner is complimentary. 
Contact Janet Selby at 740-344-9179 to make your 
reservation.

Around the Diocese

Damascus Day in Centerburg is one month away! 
RSVP your family for this free event, open to anyone 
in the CYSC community and beyond. Consider inviting 
friends or family who have never been to Damascus! Join 
us November 4th from 12:00-7:30 p.m. The day will be 
full of high adventure activities, inflatables, crafts, face 
painting and fun for ALL ages. Come live the adventure 
with us. RSVP or visit damascuscampus.com/events for 
more information.

Catholic Men’s Luncheon Club
Friday, November 2nd the Catholic Men’s Luncheon 
Club will feature Robert E. Ryan, who will speak about 
SPICE (Special People In Catholic Education). Join us 
at St. Patrick Church, 280 N. Grant Street, Columbus, 
for lunch and program. This luncheon is sponsored 
by the Jubilee Museum. Join us for Mass at 11:45 
a.m. followed by lunch and program at 12:10 p.m.. 
Reservations not necessary. The cost is $10.00. Bring a 
friend! For information, visit www.catholicmensministry.
com/cmlc.

Sacred Heart Congress
You are invited to the 7th Annual Sacred Heart Congress 
on Saturday, November 10th at St. Michael Church, 
Worthington, 8:00 a.m.-12:15 p.m.
 Doors open at 7:00 a.m., Rosary at 7:30 a.m., Mass 
at 8:00 a.m. with celebrant, Fr. Stash Daily, Spiritual 
Director of Sacred Heart Columbus.
 Emceed by Chuck and JoAnn Wilson, speakers are: 
J. David Karam, CEO of Sbarro and former President of 
Wendy’s International.
 Emily Jaminet, co-author of Divine Mercy for Moms 
and The Friendship Project.
 Registration: $10.00/individuals, $20.00/families. 
Scholarships available. To register, visit www.
sacredheartcolumbus.org or call 614-468-3959.


