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Saturday Weekend Masses, December 24" " 25" 2022 ! !
1
:15am. ....... B/D Blessings Janette Bass :M dav. Dec. 26t !
4:00 p.m. ........ + In Memory of Herbert Grigg, Sr. by wife and children | ¥ SGmemerrirtar !
10:00 p.m. ........ + In Memory of Margaret and Merril Carson :ﬁ/lcttsl 812;12;27154-59 !
1 . -
Sunday 7:15 a.m. Gais) + In Memory of Bienvenido and Victor Davis by sisters :T dav. Dec.27t :
. . uesday, bec.
9:00 am. ........ + In Memory of Frank and Edris McNamara by children  |s; joseph, Apostle |
) I 1
11:00 am. ........ B/D Blessings Rizalina Batenga } 2nd Evangetist !
- 1Jn 1:1-4
DAILY MASSES, December 26" — 30" | In 20613, 2-8 !
1
3 - . . . 1
Mon. — 6:30 a.m. .......... 35th Wedding Anniversary Paul and Cristina James | Wednesday, Dec.28™ !
1 The Holy Innocents, Martyrs
'11n1:5—2:2 :
. . . Mt 2:13-18 1
Tues.—6:30 a.m. ........... + In Memory of Felipe Ayala, Sr. by his sisters ' i
th 1
I Thursday, Dec. 29~ ,
I St. Thomas Becket, Bishop and \
1 Martyr |
Wed.— 6:30 a.m. .......... + In Memory of Kerriann Rentas by Luz Ayala : hgnz ?2:32-%15 !
1 el
1 1
' Friday, Dec. 30" |
Thurs.— 6:30 a.m. .......... + In Memory of Merle Seepersad by Pugh family Land Sosepn e
I .
. L . Sir 3:2-6,12-14
Fri.—6:30 a.m. ........... + In Memory of Merle Seepersad by Paraliticci family ' Mt 2:13-15,19-23 :
_ ! st :
Next Weekend- December 31* ~ January 1° | Saturday, Dec.31"
Saturday 8:15a.m. ——— + In Memory of Socorro “Bong” Domingo by Batenga family 11Jn2:18-21 :
1Jn1:1-18
4:00 p.m. + In Memory of Guillermina Ayala by Luz Ayala ! ¢ :
o ! Sunday, Jan.1® |
10:00 p.m. + In Memory of Ines, Isabelle and Epifania Sanchez : Solemnity of Mary The |
Sunday 7:15a.m. For the people of the parish : mlqyglzo;?g; of God :
9:00 a.m. —— + In Memory of Mildred DeChabert by Batenga family ! Eﬁ'zflli‘égl '
11:00 am. ——— + In Memory of Claire Solomon-Copland by Annmarie & Rita :_ :
Rectory Office Closed During The Holidays

MISSALETTES- our December Missalette are donated in

Memory of Lynell Chapman by her mother E. Chapman. ‘ +—  Christmas Mass Schedule

Dec. 24th— 4:00p.m. (Vigil Mass)

The Sanctuary Candle—is burning for B/D b Dec. 24th—10:00p.m. (Mid-Night)

Blessings for Rizalina Batenga. / Dec. 25th— 7:15a.m. (Spanish)
9:00a.m. (English)

New Year’s Mass Schedule

Dec. 31st—4:00 p.m. (Vigil) and10:00 p.m. (Mid-Night)

Jan. 1st— 7:15 a.m. (Spanish) and 9:00 a.m. (English)

Aguinaldo Mass—December 16 to 24th at 6:30 a.m.

e Thanks to everyone that helped with the
decorating of the Church for Christmas. Your help
is always appreciated. God Bless each and every-
one!

e From December 26 until January 6 Mass will be
held at 6:30 a.m. Only. The 8:15 a.m. Mass can-
celled with the exception of Wednesday, Dec. 28,
2022 and January 4th.

e ALL DAY ADORATION cancelled on Thursday,

Second Collection: This Sunday second collection December 29th and January 5th. We will resume

will be used for parish Insurance. Thanks for your generosity. on the 12th of January, 2023.




Sébado _Fin de Semana del 24 al 25 de Diciembre, 2022
8:15am. ........ Cumpleaiios Janette Bass
4:00 p.m. ........ + En Memoria de Herbert Grigg, Sr. por esposa e hijos == ——mmmm -
1
10:00 p.m. ........ + En Memoria de Margaret y Merril Carson , _ Horario '
. N . . . . . ' RECTORIA
Domingo 7:15 a.m. (Espafiol) + En Memoria de Bienvenido y Victor Davis por sus hnas. | Lunes— '
_ 1
9:00am. .......... + En Memoria de Frank y Edris McNamara por su hijos | \/iernes !
11:00 am. ........... Cumpleaiios Rizalina Batenga '\ 9a2pm. !
1
1 [}
1

Misas Diarias del 26 al 30 de Diciembre

Lu—6:30a.m. ............... 35 Aniversario de Bodas Paul y Cristina James ! los dias festivos. '
I ;
Ma.— 6:30 a.m. ............. + En Memoria de Felipe Ayala, Sr. por sus hermanas
Grupo Hispano
. . . Limpieza de la Iglesia
Mi.—6:30 a.m. ............. + En Memoria de Kerrian Rentas por Luz Ayala los segundo sabados
de cada mes a las
9:00a.m.
Ju.—6:30a.m. ............. + En Memoria de Merle Seepersad por la familia Pugh ADFECIB?OS tu
ayuda.
Vi— 6:30a.m. ............ + En Memoria de Merle Seepersad por la familia Paralittici

Proximo Domingo del 31 de Diciembre al 1 de Enero

Sabado  8:15a.m. ———-  Cumpleanos Janette Bass
4:00 p.m. ——— + En Memoria de Herbert Grigg, Sr. por esposa e hijos
10:00 p.m. + En Memoria de Ines, Isabelle, y Epifania Sanchez
Domingo 7:15a.m. ———  Por los feligreses de la parroquia
9:00 a.m. —— + En Memoria de Mildred DeChabert por la familia Batenga
11:00 a.m. ——— + En Memoria de Claire Solomon- Copland por Annmarie y Rita

Misas de laComunidad
e En Sudplica a Santa Lucia por una pronta

mejora y recuperacion. La Vela Del Santuario cezz excendida fpor ana
e +lsabelle Bermudez, Inez Ayala y Epifania bendicisn en ef campleancs de 2‘?“&”“' ?‘*W

“Fafiita “Sanchez. |t T TT T TTmmommmmmmmmmmmmmmms mmmmmmmme

Los Misales de Diciembre estan donados en Memoria de
—————————————————— + Lynell Chapman de su mama E. Chapman.

GRACIAS! Atodoslos queayudarona —  J---ccoom oo oo oo

decorar |a |g|es|a para NaV|dad Estamos muy LOS M“ALES en Espaﬁol del 2023 estan a Ia venta
$9.00 c/u. Favor de ver a Rosita para hacer su compra.

MISAS de Navidades

24 de Diciembre—4:00 p.m. (Vigilia)

24 de Diciembre—10:00p.m. (Misa Media -Noche)

25 de Diciembre — 7:15 a.m. (Espafiol) 9:00 a.m. (Inglés)
Misas -Aiio Nuevo - 31 de Diciembre—4:00 y 10:00 p.m.

1ro Enero— 7:15 a.m. (Espafiol) y 9:00 a.m. (Inglés
Misas de Aguinaldo —Diciembre 16 al 24th a las 6:30 a.m.

agradecidos. Dios los Bendiga!

e Desde el 26 de diciembre hasta el 6 de enero, la misa se

Segunda Colecta: Este Domingo la segunda llevara a cabo a las 6:30 a.m. solamente. La Misa de las 8:15
@ colecta sera para el Seguro de la parroquia. a.m. cancelada con la excepcion del miércoles 28 de diciembre y
Gracias! el 4 de enero.

LA ADORACION DE TODO EL DiA sera cancelada el jueves 29 de
diciembre y el 5 de enero. Regresamos el 12 de enero de 2023.




Solemnidad de la Natividad del Senor

Feliz Navidad queridos hermanos! El dia del nacimiento de Jesus, para el que tanto nos hemos

estado preparando durante todo el tiempo de Adviento, se ha llegado. Bienvenidos a la celebracion

de esta misa, en la Solemnidad de la Natividad del Sefor.

El Verbo se hizo hombre y habité entre nosotros. Lo que para el Antiguo testamento

era una profecia, una victoria anunciada por la primera lectura, en el Nuevo testamento
se vuelve una realidad, porque Dios nos ha hablado por medio de su Hijo, como lo dice

Monday, Dec. 26th
. ephen, e FIrs! arcyr

1 Acts 6:8-10;7:54-59

: Mt 10:17-22

| Tuesday, Dec.27""

San Pablo, el Verbo que se hizo Carne y habité entre nosotros, como lo atestigua el |

(Isaias 52, 7-10)

Evangelio de San Juan.

Salmo 97, 1. 2-3ab. 3cd-4. 5-6 Con el salmo 97, Israel se extasiaba y 15 joseph, Apostle
 and Evangelist
:1Jn 1:1-4

. . . . L. . 1In 20:14, 2-8
victoria de nuestro Dios manifestada en el nacimiento de Cristo. -

I Wednesday, Dec.28"
. . , . .., L. :The Holy Innocents, Martyrs
A los cristianos hebreos, que sentian nostalgia de la tradicién religiosa, el 1 Ln 1.5-2:2
1 i e

autor de esta carta les asegura la supremacia de la vida cristiana, subrayando ! hureday. Dec. 26
. . . . . . . o . . ursdaay, vec.
la superioridad de Cristo sobre cualquier otro intermediario divino. Su venida | 3t Thomas ecket, Bishop and

IMartyr
al mundo y su actuacion en la historia son, significativamente, la base de esta 1 {h231L
superioridad sobre profetas y angeles, y su encarnacion es el culmen de la

desvelacion divina. (Hebreos 1, 1-6)

cantaba ante la victoria del retorno a Jerusalén; nosotros cantamos la

1
. th
| Friday, Dec. 30
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary
and Joseph

Sir 3:2-6,12-14
Mt 2:13-15,19-23

Escucharemos a continuacion una sintesis del todo el Evangelio de  !saturday, Dec.31°
. ., '1Jn2:18-21
San Juan, en un texto que es, a la vez, una profunda interpretacién del 1118

1 st
proyecto de Dios realizado en la encarnacién del Verbo, pre-existente — '&ipdawlanl

1 Holy Mother of God
: Nm 6:22-27

t

en el seno de Dios . (Juan 1, 1-18)

Oracién del Afio Santo de la Bucaristia

Jesus, creo que estas presente, Cuerpo, Sangre, Almay
Divinidad en la Eucaristia. En Ti pongo a toda mi familia. Sana
nuestras heridas y renuévanos en corazén y mente con una
mayor reverencia, devocidn y amor por ti en la Sagrada
Eucaristia.

Oracion

San Miguel Arcangel,
defiéndenos en la batalla.
Sé nuestro amparo
contra la perversidad y asechanzas del
demonio.
Reprimale Dios, pedimos suplicantes,

Nuestra Sefiora, primer tabernaculo del Verbo hecho carne,
intercede por nosotros por tu Hijo, especialmente por la
Didcesis de San Tomas en las Islas Virgenes y nuestros
sacerdotes. Que a través de su amor por el sacerdocioy la

y tu Principe de la Milicia Celestial,
arroja al infierno con el divino poder
a Satanas y a los otros espiritus malignos
gue andan dispersos por el mundo
para la perdicion de las almas.
Amén."

Eucaristia, inspiren a los hombres al sacerdocio para que la Misa
continue siendo ofrecida para que podamos ser alimentados
con el Cuerpo y la Sangre de tu Hijo. Guia especialmente a
nuestros jovenes a tu Iglesia para que puedan prosperar al
conocer la verdad que solo viene de Jesus.

Santisima Trinidad, jte adoro! Dios mio, te amo en el
Santisimo Sacramento. Amén.




HOLY CROSY
CATHOLIC CHURCH

2182 Queen Street, Christiansted, V.| 00820

Telephone: (340) 773-Tab4
WEB: hcostx.org / Email: holycrossstx@gmail.com
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RECTORY HOURS: MONDAY- FRIDAY, 3:00 a.m. —2 :00 p.m.
( SUMMER HOURS: Monday-Friday) 3:00—12:00 noon)

MORNING DAILY MASS SCHEDULE: Monday - Friday B:30 and 8:15 a.m.

Saturday Vigil- 4:00 P.M.
Sunday-7:15 a.m. (Spanish), 3:00 and 11:00a.m. (English)
Sacred Heart Chapel (LBJ) 3:00 a.m. (English) -Closed until further notice

oly
(TBI ssed

1stma

Confessions: Saturday, 3:30 p.m. ,
Sunday before Mass. Always upon request.

Baptisms: Last Sunday of the month after the 11:00 a.m. Mass. Parents must
take classes. Please visit the Rectory Office between 9-3 p.m. to fill out the
necessary forms. GODPARENTS/SPONSORS REQUIREMENTS* At least 16 years
old *Have themselves received the sacraments of Baptism, Penance, Communion
and Confirmation™ Must be a practicing Catholic who attends Mass every Sunday

he/she does not live with someone outside of marriage.

Communion to the Sick: Please call the Rectory

The Sacrament of the Sick:
Please call the Rectory any time— especially in an emergency

FUNERALS: No Funerals on weekends or Thursdays. Please contact Rectory.
No date is to be set without consulting the Church office.

Marriage: Please see parish priest
Religious Education-CCD Classes: 9:00—10:30a.m. every Saturday,
( September to May )

Communion to Sick by Priest: First Friday of the month
Knights of Columbus: 1st and 3rd Thursday of the month, 6 p.m.

or (Saturday night) * If married, they must have been married by priest * If single,

Pastor - Rev. E. Patrick Lynch, C.Ss.R
Parochial Vicar- Rev, acob Fopa Lonfo
In Residence- Rev. Edwardo Ortiz

Deacons: Rev. Mr. David Capriola,
Rev. Mr. Vincent Colianni, Rev. Mr. Reynold
Modeste, and Rev. Mr. Benjamin Parrilla

Missionaries of Charity: (340)-473-7055
Sr. Arvind, M.C., Sr. Lourdes, M.C.,
Sr. Jeevitha, M.C., Sr. Maria Albertha, M.C.

Parish Secretary: ms, serena Anduze
Business Manager: Ms, Penrose Gardiner

Office Assistant: Ms, Devian Leonce

St. Mary’s School Office: Tel: 340-773-0117 or
340-643-5915 Principal: Ms. Edna M. Thomas

PLEASE PRAY- for our sick and shut-ins:

Felix Garcia, Jr., Edith & Cleofe Ascencio, Pascualina
Jacobs, Hector Maldonado Santos, Kamara Salamah,
Richard Marsico, AnnMarie Gidharry, Graciano
“Rocky” Belardo, Cenita Belardo-Rogers, Marcela
Santos, Alice Maynard, Maria Monell, Roy Beckles,
Celestine Royer, Ursula Richards, Regina G. Gerrty,
Antonio Martin, Alicia Hewitt, Marceline Steele,
Alice Richardson, Dominga Navarro, Jacinth
Charles, Sylvia Brady, Veronica Codrington,
Theresa Kelly, Joseph & Rachel Graham, Floretta
Robinson, Christine Andersen-Raines, Sylvia
George, Hilarena James, Cindy Creighton, Edith
Hovak, Bernadette Palton, Sonia Smith, Artemia
Viera, Steven & Allen Willey, Norma Dyer, Myrna
Bonano, Maria Hernandez, Maria E. Mendez,
Mary Walcott, Stanley Berkley, Felicidad
Guadalupe, Emmeth James, Fadia Chipman, Louis
Talbot, Linda Callwood, Roy Vialet, Sr., Veronica
Rawlins, Alicia Diaz, Crescencia Castro, Patricia &
James Kelley, Christina Long, Kevin Valentine,
Tarika Bynoe, Jeff Denner, Joseph Michael,
Lenore Gonzalez, Amelia Guardiola, John Christian,
Nalda Henry de Lugo, Lew & Diana James, Unita
Alexander, Joseph Moses, and Curtis McArthur.

¢ Please notify the Rectory Office (773-7564)
in the event of recovery or death of shut-in.
Remember in prayer all those tn the Armed
Forces and all those affected by natural
disasters,

¢+ ADORATION of the Blessed Sacrament—
On Thursdays here at Holy Cross after the
8:15 a.m. Mass, Holy Hour until 5:00 p.m.




Iglesia Catolica
Holy CROSS

+
+

+
+

2182 Queen Street, Christiansted, V.. 00820

WEB: hcestx.org / Email: holycrossstx@gmail.com
Telefono: (340) 773-Tab4

HORARIO RECTORIA: LUNES- VIERNES, 9:00 a.m. —2 :00 p.m.
Horario del Verano: Lunes—Viernes 9:00—12:00 p.m.

MIsSAS DIARIAS DE LA MANANA - Lunes - Viernes 6:30 -8:15 a.m.
sabados—Vigilia -4:00 p.m.

DOMINGOS—7:la a.m., Espaiiol, 3:00y Il am., Inﬁlés
Capilla Sagrado Corazén (LBJ) 5:00 a.m., Inglés- Cerrada hasta nuevo Aviso

Confesiénes: Sabado, 3:30 p.m. , Domingos antes de Misa y siempre a peticion.

Bautismos: El ultimo domingo del mes despues del la Misa de las [1:00 am. Tres
clases para el bautismo son requeridas para los papas. Favor de llamar la Rectoria de
9:00 a 3:00 p.m. durante la semana para llenar los papeles necesarios. REQUISITOS
paralos padrinos® Deben tener 16 afios de edad *Deben tener los Sacramentos del
Bautismo, Reconciliacién, Comuniény Confirmacion® Deben de ser Catdlicos
practicantes—el cual asiste a Misa todos los domingos o los sabados (vigilia)

* §i eres casado, deben haber sido casado por un sacerdote * Si eres soltero, usted no de
debe de estar viviendo con alguien fuera del matrimonio.

Comunién a Los Enfermos: Primer Viernes del mes
El Sacramento a los Enfermos:
Favor de llamar la Rectory a cualquier hora— especialmente en caso de emergencia

FUNERALES: No habran Funerales los fines de semana ni los Jueves debido a la
Adoracion y Benedicién al Sagrado Sacramento. No separen fecha sin haber consultado
con la oficina de la Rectoria. ~ Bodas: Favor de verse con el sacerdote

Educacién Religiosa-Clases CCD: 9:00—10:30a.m. Todos los Sébados
durante el afio escolar, (Septiembre - Mayo )

Caballeros de Colén: ler y Jer Jueves del mes, 6:00 p.m.

Pastor -Rev. E. Patrick Lynch, C.Ss.R
Vicario Paroquial- Pr, acob Fopa Lonfo

En Residencia- Pr. Edwardo Ortiz

Diaconos: Rev. Sr. David Capriola, Rev. Sr. Vincent
Colianni, Rev., Rev. Sr. Reynold Modeste, y
Rev. Sr. Benjamin Parrilla

Misioneras de la Caridad: (473-7055)
Hna. Arvind, M.C., Hna. Lourdes,
Hna. Jeevitha, M.C., Hna. Maria Alberta, M.C.

Secretaria: Ms, serens Anduze
Gerente de Negocios: Ms. Penrose Gqardiner
Asistente de Oficina: Ms, Deviawn Leonce

Escuela St. Mary’s : Tel: 340-773-0117 o al
340-643-5915 Principal: Edina M, Thomas

* [Favor de Orar por los Enfermos-

Felix Garcia, Jr., AnnMarie Gidharry, Edith & Cleofe
Ascencio, Pascualina Jacobs, Hector Maldonado
Santos, Graciano “Rocky” Belardo, Richard Marsico,
Cenita Belardo-Rogers, Marcela Santos, Alice
Maynard, Maria Monell, Roy Beckles, Celestine
Royer, Ursula Richards, Regina G. Gerrty, Antonio
Martin, Alicia Hewitt, Marceline Steele, Alice Rich-
ardson, Dominga Navarro, Jacinth Charles, Sylvia
Brady, Veronica Codrington, Theresa Kelly, Joseph
and Rachel Graham, Christine Andersen Raines,
Sylvia George, Hilarena James, Cindy Creighton,
Edith Hovak, Bernadette Palton, Sonia Smith, Arte-
mia Viera, Steveny Allen Willey, Norma Dyer,
Myrna Bonano, Maria Hernandez, Leoncita Halley,
Maria E. Mendez, Mary Walcott, Stanley Berkley,
Felicidad Guadalupe, Emmeth James, Fadia Chip-
man, Louis Talbot, Linda Callwood, Roy Vialet, Sr.,
Veronica Rawlins, Alicia Diaz, Crescencia Castro,
Patricia y James Kelley, Christina Long, Kevin Valen-
tine, Tarika Bynoe, Jeff Denner, Joseph Michael,
Lenore Gonzalez, Amelia Guardiola, John Christian,
Nalda Henry de Lugo, Lew y Diana James, Unita Al-
exander, Joseph Moses, y Curtis McArthur.
*Favor de notificar la Rectoria (773-7564)

si hay mejoras o muerte.

*Recordemos en oracibn agquellos en Las
Fuerzas Armadas Y aguellos afectados por Los
desastres naturales,

ADORACION del Sagrado Sacramento—Los
Jueves aqui en Holy Cross despues de la Misa.




St. Mary’s Schoel

340-773-0117 or 340-643-5915
officeatstmary@gmail.com

*
School Office 8:00- 2:00 p.m.

Christmas Break Dec. 21—January 5th

Plans for St. Mary School annual fundraising banquet and auction
are underway. We are requesting assistance for this major fund-
raiser from everyone in the St. Mary Catholic School family. Your
assistance can be in the form of monetary donations, items of
value to be auctioned (paintings, jewelry etc.) an ad in the auction
booklet or donation of your time to assist with the many tasks
necessary to host a successful auction. Please find it in your heart
and in your schedule to assist.

Please keep our Catholic Schools
In your Prayers

Holy Year of the Eucharist Prayer

Jesus, | believe that you are present, Body, Blood, Soul
and Divinity in the Eucharist. In You | place my whole family.

Heal our wounds and renew us in heart and mind with a
greater reverence, devotion, and love for you in the Holy
Eucharist.

Our Lady, first tabernacle of the Word made flesh,
intercede on our behalf to your Son, especially for the
Diocese of St. Thomas in the Virgin Islands and our priests.
Through their love for the priesthood and the Eucharist,
may they inspire men to the priesthood, that the Mass may
continue to be offered so that we may be nourished with
your Son’s Body and Blood. Guide especially our youth to
your Church so they may thrive by knowing the truth that
only comes from Jesus.

Most Holy Trinity, | adore you! My God, | love you in the

Most Blessed Sacrament. Amen.

Holy Cross Church—November 2022 Financial Summary
Income

Parish Contribution $11,021.48
Donations /Other Revenue $ 7,920.86

Second Collections S 3,414.24
TOTAL $22,356.58
Expenses
Administrative $11,710.62 Benefits $3,976.29
S Taxes S 383.37
Supplies/Office S 3,668.01
Maintenance S 1,985.49 Insurance $2,355.33
Utilities S 2,686.52
Total $ 26,765.63
Net Income (Loss) ($ 4,409.05)

THAT MAN IS YOU: Meeting every Saturday morning at

7AM. All men are welcome. Hot breakfast and coffee served.
If you have any questions, contact Jeff Jones at
jeffomttx@gmail.com

We remember the many
brave men and women
who have given their lives
through the history of our country
to protect us from danger and harm.
We remember all those

who sustained injury
in mind and/or body in the course
of their service.
We salute all those
who served in the military.

L Practice
;@%\ ‘ Aﬁér Every 2nd and last Friday of
}-(/qk\ fServers each month.

Wearing of the mask in Church is optional. Also giving
receiving Holy Communion on the tongue is allowed. Please
wait until the end of Communion line to receive on the
tongue. The priest may choose to purify his fingers with a
purificator.

El uso de la mascara en la Iglesia es opcional. También se
permite dar la Sagrada Comunién en la lengua. Por favor,
espere hasta el final de la linea de comunién para recibir en
la lengua. El sacerdote puede optar por purificar sus dedos
con un purificador.

Child Sexual Abuse Awareness

The Diocese of St. Thomas in the Virgin Islands is committed
to protecting children from all harm. If you have knowledge
of any member of the clergy or other church worker who
may have abused a minor, please contact the Child
Protection Program Coordinator at 340-774-3166x107 to
report an abuse to local authorities, contact Dept. of Human
Services (340)773-2323.

FLOCK NOTE: Please sign up for our
parish email/text notification list. Let’s
keep in touch! Get important updates via
email and text. Here is how to sign up
TEXT hccstx to 84576

JAMES ADAMS ELECTRICAL,LLC

V.I. Electrical Contractor/Solar Installation

jadams3elec@gmail.com

Victoria’s Kitchen feeds the less
fortunate here at Holy Cross on Thursdays.
Your donations helps support this worthy
cause. You can place your check in the collec-
tion basket payable to Holy Cross Church,
Attention “VICTORIA’S Kitchen”. God Bless!




CHRISTMAS. London, 1945
by Caryll Houselander

I onee overhenrd & remack which sterted me thinking
about Cheistrias i a rew way, Until then | hod szen it through the
medium of the Christinas Card, Chietsas moses and snow and o
plennful sprinkle of glicter-frost that we could buy then at 42 0
picket, The remark which made me begin to think was "There
rnust hove been mice ood spiders in the stable at Bethlehem.” Ys,
Chrigt was koen not into a faoeific] world, but inte cvr resl world
that inchudes mice and sprders.

Fend the gozpels for Christmas and you will see the
likemvesy betwesen Christ's day and ours. It is shocking. You
recognize Herod, the murder of the inmocems, the fight nlo
Egypt, the homeless refiipess in a strange land. the vourg mother
tradging frum door to doeor, sesking somewhare te give Birth 1o
her babey, and Eh.'r.HEI.! Ol ey tloor in Betalkehem the potice, so
tarmiliar to ug, "Mo rooms o lei”,

The likcnes: 5 aka in the minds of men. Chrs come mie
a workl sickened with perseousion, obseszed with fear, Thuse who
wailed for Him expected an earthly kingdom, they wanted pawer
tos match with e,

It iz a= hard for most peoples today to belizve m the
littdensess. the lwmilicy of Christ, as i would have been tor the Jews
in His own day to believe that the shivering baby, bom like 3 poor
lirle Blemting ot out in the dack and the cold, cowld set them
frew.

Oibsessed by the siruggle for temporal existzres o
forger that ren is both soul nnd body, that peace is not something
that this world can give. We forget thot such things us wonder and
paetry and prayver are as mach our needs as Good and drnk and
skeep. We profess Christianity but are alrost shecked by il m
praciice, =2 complacently have we accepred materiahsm, security,
sl heslih

We want Chnist on our terms, Christ goves Himsel onkby
on His own. He i poriry, londivy, simpheive, love, In Him is the
wholeness of man, soul and body, the kingdom of henven in the
bezrt, the peace that the world cannot give, By Him the simphest
materials of lfe become the things of elermal lve, He does not
despise them, He takes them into i hands: n His hands, bread =
chemed o God.

Chir souls are like the inn, crowded. noisy, restles. We
ferd toygrether to oy 1o forger we are atkaid, we shout oor hearts
dowen. Wz shrink from the sifense that most tall apon o souls it
they are to crade the child nf burming saow,

Christmas means one thing and one thing enly, that 1t 15
the divine will of love o be born in our bearts. Christmas 1945 5
the hirth of Christ in us. He is the Word of God. telling the
fegesiren sacret of mbnite kwve once more. He wanes o tell if in
e woaees arnd in our wonds

Tused o think e vexed the innkseper wouki bave beer
had he found out who it was that he had oenes from s docr. but
1 have learnt to think chat thank fulness aonkd bnve overrome
vexation, because afier all he had the quict, dark stable jast onssle
oned b hexd Jent that to the peasant girl nowhom Cod was hidden.

Anyway i was Christ Himselt who chose the stable to he
borm in, He sell chooses unlikely places, In each of us. jest bevond
the neise of our ouresard lifz, theee s saoane plce of sleoce und
durkness, an empriness wheee, if we have courage enough, we are
ulope with ourselves, There, in this place of silence, we kiow that
Giod gk cun Gll our emptiness, He glone can content us, He

It is 1 thes seeret ploce of the soul that Chris: wans to be
borrr i s, He wants o be born iowg, tht through us He mav live
it 1his wrorld i;..;il.il‘l and rmake o new with [Tis new Lz, make i
yvoung with his voungness, litthe oeith His httleness, troe with s
truth, childlike with Fia childheod, pune with TTis paricy,

It iz in the dark place of aue heart thar Cheist aqants the
light of the world to begin to burn and from its Fueming o radiate,
untal it shmes bock from the thes of umanicy, Hese it is that He
wants the lght to begm to shine in derkoess acd the lite of the
workd fo begin again.

I Hine theee weas lifiz and the life was the light of men,
and the light ghines in darkncas that was oot able 1o mastes it. Tt is
easy to oy that the world I8 wounded, hard o see thai ifs
healing begins in our own heart.

Vital Christiznity means a living Cheisthend, a living Chis
m pman's henrt, and Christ can live m oor bearts anly it He s bomn in
them individuelly, He cin be born m ws ondy ifwe pecept Him in
His awen way, i livrbersess, |1|.|.1'n'_|ir}': sectel, hxkden omed smell, 1o be
fostered and loved mus, cradbed and clothed wows.. ...

e rﬁqulrﬁ farth to Delieve o Chrest will be horm in
man this Chreisimas, ol moch more feith to believe that He
will ke born {n our own heart, that He coubd Malfill His will of
love in our own life, our life with 2o little radios for His light,
s little journeving for His feet. 9o small a distance for His
hands to reach, and such constriction roand His Heart,

Christ chose the siable, the murrowness, the secrecy, as if
He had bound ap his own oannipotence in swaddling bands, Peopla
passing the deor could never have puzased thar amyihing was
happening inside. that God was being bor in there! And wiso
kpew? Abont six men out of whaole world, vaa or three sheplerds
whi heurd the sinpmgr of nngels, three orsterious scholars, who
fulloveed the stars. Th“;‘" wll comne xilenl.h; crud of the darkness, kneel
for a mament and are gode again. We see therm no more, nor hear
their vioices. They knewe that they had seen the Loed, Bat seem not
to hawe told anvons else. A Child seniled on theom in the night, that
s ikl we knoow of them, And soon the Chald Hurseld Hed away
trvm Bedhlehemn sned dssppeured om our sacht

Toow Hle comes o be bom in the rarrpaness of our lives,
to give His love to the world through vs, theowgh our flzgh and
blood. That iz ane meanicg of the [hearnarion.

The reason why we are where we are this Christmas, in
this house, fammly. ottice, workroom, bospitel or camp. is because
it is here m this plece that Chost wands o be born, bom here that
Fhe weamds s e 1o htj__l;ln AT = Lhe workd,

The reasan why we are with thsae parcoular people i3
becawse it is precisely to these people that Christ wants ws to give
His lowve. This vear we are His trustess for these people, He bas put
His love for them woto our hemds, ot eur bearts, We did oot
chonse this plm._u;:-- Chnst bas chosen f, We dud nod chooss (hese
penple=s Chrst has chnsen them.

We are asked one thing, o have the Inumility and coarage
to apen the secnet place of our hean to Christ, conscious though
wg are that it is as derelict as the stable, and that His light ol
revenl the mouse and the spider.

[t muy have been puzzling, even to bdary, how Christ was
wiving Ll Lfe to the whole word mthe obscunity of Beihkbem,
bant enovigh For ber thar this was His wav. [ still s, and He Hirnself
in the way, the anly way to our peacs

Because the Word of Crod was humble as the bleating ofa
lnmb, lost akong the dorkress, todoy the vokzes of men and angels
are o greal chodr singing in the lighr, "Lomb of God, vou take pway

the sim of the workd, @ve 0% seace”.



