
This is the greatest and the first commandment. 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 22:35-40 
 

O 
ne of the Pharisees, a scholar of the law, tested Jesus by 
asking, “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the 

greatest?” 
 

He said to him, “You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your 
heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the 
greatest and the first commandment. The second is like it: 
You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  
 

The whole law and the prophets depend on these two com-
mandments.” 
 
The word of the Lord. 
R. Thanks be to God. 
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