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MASS SCHEDULE 

Church of the Most Precious Blood / Saint Theresa of Lisieux 
Collaborative 

     Saint Theresa of Lisieux   Most Precious Blood 
     Saturday 4:00pm    Saturday 5:30pm 
     Sunday 10:30am    Sunday 9:00am 
     Sunday 5:30pm*    Sunday 5:30pm* 

        *As Announced September - December  *As Announced January - May 
     
     Tuesday & Thursday 9:00am   Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9:00am 



Church Of The Most Precious Blood and Saint Theresa Of Lisieux Collaborative 

OUR COLLABORATIVE 

Most Precious Blood—St. Theresa of Lisieux 
Collaborative Pastoral Council 

 
Father Robert J. Blaney  
Roseann Furbush   Catherine Olson (STP) 
Richard Charron (MPB)  James Hennessey (MPB)
Hank Murphy (STP)  Susan McPherson (STP) 
Annemarie Thompson (MPB) Martha DePaola (MPB) 

Sacramental & Devotional Services  
 
 

Anointing of the Sick: Contact the Par ish 
Baptism: Saint Theresa of Lisieux (contact the Par ish) 
    1st Sunday of the month at 12noon 
    Most Precious Blood (contact the Par ish) 
    3rd Sunday of the month at 12:30pm 
Funeral: Contact the Par ish 
Marriage: Arrange six months pr ior  
Confession: By appointment contact the Par ish 
Adoration: First Fr idays following 9am Mass (MPB) 
Rosary: Thursdays 8:30am before 9am Mass (STP) 

Pray the Rosary at Saint Theresa of Lisieux 
Church on THURSDAYS at 8:30am, prior to 
the 9:00am Mass. 

Sunday August 14  
10:30am (STP)   Bruce Gray    Memorial 
Saturday August 20 
5:30pm (MPB)   John Arceri    Memorial 
Tuesday August 16 
9:00am (STP)   Sam & Mary Finch   Memorial 
Sunday August 21 
10:30am (STP)   Timothy Sullivan   Memorial 

Find Daily Marriage Tips and much more to enhance your marriage visit 
www.foryourmarriage.org.    

 FOR YOUR MARRIAGE 

20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
An inward transformation occurs in a person who decides to follow Jesus Christ. Things change. They see the world differently, 
understand their journey more deeply and profoundly, have their sights fixed on eternity and union with God and hold 
themselves to higher standards and virtues. It requires a conscious choice to be a Christian, and this choice must be renewed at 
least daily. While the basic premise of Jesus’ message may appear heartwarming and straightforward: love of God, neighbor, 
and self, the implications of doing so are challenging. The true disciple is called to live radically, and often finds themselves at 
odds with the world or even with those in their own homes. 
 
Holding ourselves to higher standards comes with a price. We have to leave other things behind. It is difficult to be people of 
faith, hope, and love in a world often fixated with its own fulfillment and self-absorption. Justice, temperance, prudence, and 
fortitude require sacrifice if they are to be lived with integrity. God’s ways are not ours. This becomes crystal clear to those who 
have enough courage to stand against the tide. Putting love into action requires that we challenge accepted modes of doing 
business and fight complacency. This is what makes the saints stand out as witnesses. They are simply sinners, just like us, who 
persevere. 
 
People do not want to be told that they’re sailing their ships in the wrong direction. Clinging to their insistence and need to be 
correct, they can become defensive when challenged. This can happen even with those closest to us. As much as the Gospel 
calls us to unity, it also can easily create division. When we love seriously, we encounter more than feelings of warmth and 
acceptance. “What does love look like? It has the hands to help others. It has the feet to hasten to the poor and needy. It has eyes 
to see misery and want. It has the ears to hear the sighs and sorrows of men. That is what love looks like (St. Augustine).”  Love 
also has the courage and honesty to tell people what they may not want to hear but need to, and model, without wavering, a life 
of humble, loving, and faithful service. Don’t lose heart! There are many examples of faith before us and around us. If Jesus 
endured the voices of opposition, so too can we. There is no need to apologize for speaking the truth.  ©LPi 
 

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Although this year the Feast Day of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary is not a holy day of obligation, it is 
of course a holy day nonetheless.  The mass for the holy day of the feast of the Assumption on Monday August 15th 
will be held at 9am at Most Precious Blood Church.   

http://www.foryourmarriage.org


Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time         August 14, 2022 

Support your church today using your debit, credit 
cards, checking, or savings accounts.  
 
1. Visit www.mpb-stp.org go to Online Giving. 
2. Choose WeShare for your parish 
3. Select the collection or event of your choice. 
4. Set up your donation or payment. 
      For support contact weshare@4lpi.com or call  
      800-950-9952 

Readings for August 14, 2022 
Sunday: Jer 38:4-6, 8-10/Ps 40:2, 3, 4, 18 [14b]/Heb 
  12:1-4/Lk 12:49-53 

Our next delivery will be made on Tuesday, August 16. If 
you would like to volunteer, please contact Ann Marie 
McVeigh at (617) 293-4215 or Martha DePaola  at (508) 
785-1217.   

BOSTON HEALTHCARE FOR  
THE HOMELESS FOOD PANTRY 

Registration is now open and will be 
available online only.   

Retrouvaille helps Christian couples through difficult 
times in their marriages. Catholic in origin, the 
program is designed to provide the tools to help 
couples get their marriages back on track, giving them 
the opportunity to rediscover one another and examine 
their lives together in a new and positive way. For 
information on the Aug 12-14 or Nov. 11-13 
weekends, please visit HelpOurMarriage.org  or call 

508-271-7155. 

Retrouvaille 

ILLNESS: HOW CAN IT BE CONFRONTED 
AS A CHRISTIAN? 

WHERE DOES ILLNESS ORIGINATE? 
 The Christian faith affirms that God did not create 

illness. It entered the world because of the first sin 
committed by man, Adam, and the woman, Eve, when, 
tempted by the Devil, and abusing their liberty, they 
disobeyed God, wanting to be superior to the same God 
and desiring to pursue their own ends apart from Him. 
Later on the sins of every single person increased human 
suffering in the world.  

 God, therefore, does not will illness; he did not create 
illness and death. But, the moment in which they entered 
the world because of sin, his love reached out fully to 
restore man to health, to heal him from sin and from 
every evil and to bring him the fullness of life, peace and 
joy. For this purpose He sent His Son, Jesus, who died 
and rose to liberate us from sin and its consequences. 

 

WHAT IS THE MEANING OF ILLNESS? 
 Illness, which affects everyone sooner or later and which 

involves the person at all levels (physical, psychological, 
spiritual, moral) is, and will always remain, a mystery, 
an enigma. 

 Science and technology can help us respond to illness. 
They can cure it, alleviate it, eradicate it at least in part, 
but they can never eliminate it completely. And above 
all, they can never provide a satisfying answer to the 
fundamental questions that suffering and death raise in 
the heart of man.  

 It is necessary to deepen our understanding of  illness, 
pain and suffering, keeping in mind also their medico-
scientific, historical, philosophical, biblical and 
theological foundations. 

 It is particularly important to study the scriptural texts 
concerning suffering and the meaning of death.  

 The ultimate meaning of such realities can be discovered 
only in the light of the Christian faith. “Through Christ 
and in Christ, the riddles of sorrow and death grow 
meaningful. Apart from His Gospel, they over-whelm 
us” (Gaudium et spes, 22). 

 God, in fact, did not spare the suffering and even death 
of his divine Son, Jesus, who overcame sin and its effects 
(illness, suffering, violence and death) through his death 
on the cross and, above all, through his Resurrection.  

 And this victory Christ won first of all for himself, 
destroying death through his Resurrection, and then later 
also for us. Indeed, through Baptism, instituted by Christ, 
we are freed from Original Sin and we rise to the new 
life of the children of God. During, then, the whole 
course of our life on earth, struggling against sin and its 
consequences, we win, with Christ, our victory, which 
for now is partial, while waiting for the definitive victory 
which Christ will realize for us at the end of the world 
when he will destroy all suffering, pain, illness and death 
definitively. 

 Therefore, suffering can become a serene abandonment 
to the divine will and a participation in the sacrifice of 
Christ.  

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qI43M74Kinh31mGUKAq21d3LRo7RfiVgomRnwXiEjXnOUV1-J5pQa5xYudEzw4RbDSd8FNrLW0w72387_OmviHqo9La5mOnGutsRguunvdAcaRscbm6Df8nDt99_PftOIbfBtQTE_mpD4641G82QDoUFB1mKH2Dy&c=pp6xwvnAcDrA6DdF-BfWE0RI3tpx_91q56Udqv2q8JPt79_mXA2sHA==&ch=ixEM


WHY DO ILLNESS AND SUFFERING 
CONTINUE TO EXIST IN SPITE OF GOD BEING 
GOOD, OMNIPOTENT AND PROVIDENT? 
The Catechism of the Catholic Church says in this regard:  
 
 “To this question, as pressing as it is unavoidable and as 

painful as it is mysterious, no quick answer will suffice. 
Only Christian faith as a whole constitutes the answer to 
this question: the goodness of creation, the drama of sin, 
and the patient love of God who comes to meet man by 
his covenants, the redemptive Incarnation of his Son, his 
gift of the Spirit, his gathering of the Church, the power 
of the sacraments, and his call to a blessed life to which 
free creatures are invited to consent in advance, but from 
which, by a terrible mystery, they can also turn away in 
advance. There is not a single aspect of the Christian 
message that is not in part an answer to the question of 
evil. 

 But with infinite Wisdom and goodness God freely willed 
to create a world “in a state of journeying” towards its 
ultimate perfection. In God’s plan this process of 
becoming involves the appearance of certain beings and 
the disappearance of others, the existence of the more 
perfect alongside the less perfect, both constructive and 
destructive forces of nature. With physical good there 
exists also physical evil as long as creation has not 
reached perfection. 

 In time we can discover that God in his almighty 
providence can bring a good from the consequences of an 
evil, even a moral evil, cased by his creatures. From the 
greatest moral evil ever committed - the rejection and 
murder of God’s only Son, caused by the sins of all men - 
God, by his grace that “abounded all the more,” brought 
the greatest of goods: the glorification of Christ and our 
redemption. But for all that, evil never becomes a good. 

 We firmly believe that God is master of the world and of 
its history. But the ways of his providence are often 
unknown to us. Only at the end, when our partial 
knowledge ceases, when we see God “face to face,” (1 
Cor 13:12), will we fully know the ways by which -  even 
through the dramas of evil and sin - God has guided his 
creation to that definitive sabbath rest for which he 
created heaven and earth” (Catechism of the Catholic 
Church, 309-314). 


