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PART II

On September 11, 1928 Vincent Smith and Maurice
Rousseve, the first two novices of St. Augustine 5
Seminary, pronounced first vows and became members

of the Soclety of the Divine Word. (SEE B-1).

‘In the following year the seminary was dealt

‘a terrible blow when its charismatic rector, Fr.

Christman, S.V.D., died on February 14, 1929. (SEE B-2).




- PRO MEMORIA

.. FINANGIAL STRUGGLES AND CONDITIONS OF ST AUGUSTINE MISSTON HOUSE. ' .
B ' 1920 = 1928 'i o ' :'fo?& ;%f

. 4. Tivst Period (1920 - 1928) ) . iy

A 1. Though thefe were & Tfew laudable and noteworthy ex~ o
copiions among the olergy, priests as & body were elther indifferent - -
towards or direolly hostile %o our undertaking. Hence, neither dld "

n ‘they themselves, in aplte of the faot that they were appealed 1o, do

*anything for the gupport of our Semlnary nor adid they enmcourage butv
rat&er disoouraged the Laity to ocontribute towards our new establish~ . '
ment. : .

2. The Right Reverend Bishops, though they seoened to' favor
and approve o our now undertaking, falled on the other hand to coma
out publiecly with any sign or woxd of approbation.. Furthermore, they
did not try to use their moral influence over gheir priests %o con~
vinoe thom of the necessity of such an undertaking as ours, of the
good that might acorue to the churoh from 1%T, end finally of the blesss
ings to be derived by the Colored people. Thus they did no¥ enoourags
their priests to give 1%, on the one hand, their own wholehearted
approval and, on .the other, %o interest their flook in our institution.

3., T would have been ready and willing at any time %o appeal
direotly to our Catholios from the pulpit for help and support. How=
over, the letter by whioh I asked for this favor of being permltted
to plead our Cause from the pulpit was received very unfavorably. The
najority did not favor o with & reply, while the row friends that did
answer, stated that I would need the permission of ‘the Bishods, which,
they went 1o saY, would in mos?t casesd be refused. :

4. The Seminary is located in the South, and it is the South
that is to be especilally venefited by it. I should therefore, expect
_that the South be dseply interested in the success of the Seminary and
give the institution whatever possible financial. assistance it could.
However, it is the South that is more indirferent to the Seninary, mMOL

open and outspoken in 44s hostility —- and this applies To laity as
well as olergy -~— %o the priest working in White congregatlons as well
as Colored, that there 1s no willingness at all %o help us. Even if
the South would be willing to help us, Catholics here are ©00 POOT an
too few %o be able Yo give substantial support. T :

5. Though I sent appeals several times bo pasiors in charge
of Colored ocongregations and Missions, the response was. always so0 DOO
and discouraging vhat I was forceld to aiscontinue them. The poverty
of those ocongregations Was partly responsible for inhils, but then also
tne indifference if nol secret nostility pf-thein"pastors‘to_the* k
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' Misgion House, played a prominent parte.

6+ I Appealed several times also to the Sisters in
oharge of Colored schools and Academies wlth the hope that they would
be able to raise suffioclient funds 4o pay the annual board and tuition
of $250.00 for one or two students. There was no response. Thex Lew
. Who oondescended to answer, wrote that the pastor did not allow them %o
raise funds for auch a purpose in their schools. ' T

. ' 7. I sent similar appeals to all Cathollio schools and .\
colleges. Also in this oase I.was not one whit encouraged. On the .
contrary, I was told that there was no interest taken in the Colored
Missions generally or ia our undertaking. -

' 8. The result of this was a great scarolty of benefactors -
in a position to. aid us materially. Added to thils, our Soclety itself
was not able to do much in the way of extending finencisl help during |
these first years. It was therefore due entirely to the great gensr-
osity and publioity of the Colored Board for Mission Work among Colored
People, as well as ‘the benefactions of Mother Katherine Drexel end of
the late Mr. John H. Murphy, that we oould build a tvemporary home for
our first students and were able to live for the first and second years,
Howevor, our expenditures were always much greater than our receipis.

) 9. It must beo added that practically all of our first
students were poor. Not one of the could afford to pay his full board
and tultion, while few weore unable to meet even incidental expenses,
This was a great burden to the institution, but it could not bossibly
close 1ts dooxrs to poor but.deserving studentse.

10. A% the end of the second year the need of a substan-
tial building in more congenial surroundings became so urgent that it
no longer could be posponed. Bay St. Louis was chosen as the future
loocation of the Mission House on account of its Catholic spirit and its
nearness to a Catholioc center. An appropriation from the Commission for
Indian and Negro Missions made possible the purchase of the grounds need
od. An additional g£ift of $20,000.00 from the Commission enabled us to
begin the brlck struocture which.was to become the permanent home of the
- Seminary. Also our late Bishop John Guan donated $10,000.00 towerds the
undertaking. C e - o '

B. Sécond Period (1923 = 1928)

(Now that the Seminary structure was completed, together
with a frawme building for the dining room and kitchen and & community hot
for thejpriests, new and muoh more oomplicated problems presented them=
selves. . - : : o

E 1. To complets all the buildings it béoama necessary 1o _
oontract & degt.of $84,000,00. This laid“upon us the orushing durden 0%
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' Mission House, played a prowinent parts

6. I Appealed several times also to the Sisters in
charge of Colored schools and Academles with the hope that they would
be able to ralse suffioclent funds to pay the annual board and tuition
of $250.00 for one or two students. There was no response. Thex few
who oondescended to answer, wrote that the pastor did not allow them %o
raise funds for auoh a purpose in their schools. _ o e

1

7. I sent similar appeals to all Catholic schools and f§

- oolleges. Also in this oase I.was not one whit encouraged. On the

contrary, L was told that there was uno interest taken in the Colored
Misslons generally or ia our undertaking. g

' 8. The result of this was a great scarcity of bhenefactors
in a positlion to0.aid us materially. Added to this, our Society itself
was not able %o do much in the way of extending financial help during
these first years. It was therefore due entirely to the great gener-
osity and publioclty of ‘the Colored Board for Mission Work among Colored
People, &s well as the benefactions of Mothexr Katherine .Drexel and of
the late Mr. John H. Murphy, that we could build a temborary home for
our £irst students and were able $o live for the first and second years,
However, our expenditures were always much greater than dur recelipts.

. - 9o IV must be added tha’t practically all of our first
students were poor. Not one of the could afford to pay his full board
and tultion, while few were unable to meet even inecidental expenses.
This was a great dburden to the institution, but it could not bossibly
close ivs doors to poor but. deserving students.

10. A% the end of the second year the need of a substan-
tial building in more ocongenial surroundings became so urgent that 1t
no longer could be posponed. Bay St. Louls was chosen as the future
loocation of the Mission House on acocount of its Catholic spirit and its
nearness to a Catholic center. An appropriation from the Commission for
Indian and Negro Misslons made possible the purchase of the grounds need
od. An additional gift of $20,000.00 from the Commission enabled us %o
begin the brick structure which .was to become the permanent home of the

N

- Seminary, Also our late Bishop John Guun donated $10,000.00 towards the

under‘taking.
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B. Second Period (1923 = 1928) . |
- (Now that the Seminary structure was completed, together
with a frame building for the dining room snd kitchen and a community h
for thejpriesta, new and muoh wors oomplicated problems presented them~
selves. - : : : :

"1, To complete all the;buildings'it beoame necessary to
eoutract a degt.of #34,,00.00,,1This‘laidwupon ug the orushiag burden o



' ;fpaying ?%.interast annualy on this dobbe

e

2. We were new able to adnit more students, now that we
were permanently located. The number of applications began o increase.
However, all of our applicants came from the poorer classes, so that
. none of them was able to pay for. board and tuition. :

. 3. We oould now also register a growlng interest 1n our
undertaking and with 1t & ocorresponding increase of donations, However
‘our recelpls were by no means sufficient vo balanoce our living expenses,
far less pay for improvements or cover the interest that was acounulat=
. ing from our ¥34,000.00 loan. This compelled us to throw ourselves
upon the generosity of our Province to relieve us of this last mentione(

burden. ;

4, We are receiving at present for our support, $5,000.00
per annum from the Commission of Indian and Negro Missions., But I was
- told repeatedly that the Commission was not only unable to give us any
. more than this, but oould not even so much as dromise us how long this
- %5,000.00 disbursement in our favor could last. What we recelvesironm
private benefactors does not average morse than $5,000.00 anauvally. Int-
erest acoruing from Soholarships, etec., amounts to not more than $2,000.
00 annually. Y . B :

5, Our prissts, who practically support themselves on the
“inocome from stipends, are willing and even anxious to do supply=-work
on Sundays in our nelghboring parishes so as to swell the funds needed
for our annual budget. However, the South is too poor to pay properly
for these supplies. Thls is true especially of Mississippi, which give:
only $5.00 to a priest helping out on & Sunday. Besides, our priests
are too heavily burdened with work &o be able to take over many of Thest
Sunday supplies. : C - ST P

'C. Third Period (1928 = )

i

: . On account of our extreme poveriy in past years, the
dormitory equipment and also that of the kitchen were of the poorest
kind. Consequently, they could not last very long. It was for this
reason that it became necessary to equip the dormitory at the beginning
" of the present scholastic year, with a complete.and new outfit, lnclud-
ing bedding, mattresses, sheeting, ete. The increase in the number of
‘our students made it imperative that we enlarge our kitchen and furnish
© 1% with a much larger range and a nédw refrigerator. The dining room
also had %o be lengthened by thirty feet so as to make It possible that
the Scholastics have their own refeotory. -(Last year tﬁeyﬁtook their
meals in the orowded dining room of. the priests.): Only:thet which was
absolutely neoessary was purchased, yet the total amount 'for these im~
« provements wont up to $5,000.00. . v oo T T S e L e S

. [l R
. . 2 o
IR e ol
b 0




*" yery large estimate, considering the percentage of students leaving befo

TeaS— |

. Seminery building for the Higher Studies. This will cost aboud $75,000J
|00, exoluding all equipment. : e SIS

" land already in our possesslon is useless for that purpose.

- amount spent for ocaoh priest at about $40.00, omitting all expense of

. 13 too small to cover even the bare expenses of printing aloue, omnitting

" and three times the sum of last year.
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2. Our greatest naed:at theipresent time is & new

' %, In order to build the Major Semlnary we are forced %o “;
buy an additional property walued at 46,000.00 Otherwise, the tract of '

4., This ought to be the last year that our present dor-
mitory be in the main building. Space is wholly lacking together with
an absence of both room and lavatory accommodatlions. Besldes; 1t is im-
‘possible to enlarge upon what we have now, since the rooms SO used were |
never intended for that purpose. The origlnal plan remains 10 be carrie
out, that of having another building for a dormlvory. It 48 to be a |
simple frame structure affording all possible ventillation and space oa .
account of the length and heat of a usual Southern SUMMOT.

5. A% present our regular monthly expense, eatimating the

clothing and mediocal attention whenever needed, that Zor each of our for
students at about $55.00, mounts up to over $2,000.00 for nine months.
This includes only the Fasculty and Student-boedy. Our institution should
be able to support at least twice the nunmber of students 1t has at prese
if we wish to have Colored priests. Evern this -latter number is a not

compietion of their studies in The White Seminaries throughout the count
yvearlye o . -

. 6., The printing of St. Augustine's Messenger, the officilal
quarterly of the Mission House, is practically a dead expense. We con ni
oharge more than %.50 for a yearly subscription. The list of gubscriber

all other labor. Yot the publication is necessary to keep friends inter

~ested in our work and to gain mnew friends and benefactors.

: 7., Last year our expenses mounted to #30,000.00 and this
vear, with double the number of students, the increase in the Faculty,
and the opening of a Scholasticate with six members, will easily be twic

‘ |

8. In this ropor®t I have mentioned so far only those thing
absolutely neocessary coming to my ilmmediate attention., I do not refer ¢
all to those things that would bé certainly desirable and practically |

" necessary in order thai this be & really modern and up~to-date Seminary.§

Lot me name a few of ‘them en passent: a park, & swimming pool, & gymnas:
{wm, an auditorium, two well equipped libraries, one for the Preparator?
Department and another even more extensive for Vhe Major Seminary, & Bu
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'*. - home near the beach ITor the Scholastics,
+ deoent campus. - The priests keep themselv
« $ime plenning lendscapes, building roads,
. 008% U3 a neatl sum every yeal. S
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and an increase of land for a
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“.. 'United States, Bishops, priests
© can GoQ's blessing be, expected
RN P et 1. o

'
TN

r oy [

foxr:

, and lay people help-in this work
attaineds i

ess, be,



