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John and Jane Donor
1234 St. Johns Road
Maria Stein, OH 45860

m Check enclosed payable to: Maria Stein Shrine of the Holy Relics
Charge my gift to:    mVISA    mMASTERCARD    mDISCOVER

      Exp. Date_________________ CVC (3 digits from back of card)___________

      Acct. _________________________________________________

     Signature ______________________________________________

GIFT IN HONOR OF:  ___________________________________________

GIFT IN MEMORY OF:  _________________________________________

John and Jane Doe
1234 St. Johns Road
Maria Stein, OH 45860

Phone: ________________________________________________________  

Email: _________________________________________________________

Birthdays: _____/_____/__________  and _____/_____/__________Birthdays: _____/_____/__________  and _____/_____/__________

Ordination or Wedding Anniversary: ________/________/________Ordination or Wedding Anniversary: ________/________/________
EOY 2021

I want to support a place of peace, “a little bit of heaven on earth"I want to support a place of peace, “a little bit of heaven on earth"

m $5000   m $2500   m $1000   m $500   m $250   m $100   m $50   m Other $ _____

 

Dear [Salutation],

     Can you recall a time when you were struggling, looking for answers or searching for peace? Are you 
wondering if God has a plan for your life? Each year many pilgrims visit the Shrine looking for guidance and 
understanding. Please consider a gift to support this holy place and make it available to those in spiritual need.

     Dan came to the Shrine seeking answers, may we share his journey with you? Twenty years ago, life 
seemed pretty good. Dan was in good health, he had an interesting job, a wonderful wife and two smart, 
athletic kids. As a family they went to church and rarely missed Sunday Mass. Most people believed they 
had a great life and were good Catholics. 

     Dan believes his life flowed along so easily because personal trials, sickness, and death had not yet 
touched his life, like it has for so many others. Remember, his family was healthy and thriving. His parents 
and in-laws were healthy and active. On the surface his life was very good, but all that was about to 
change:

• The Church that Dan had known and loved since childhood, uncovered a sexual abuse scandal. 
• Dan’s father, “His Hero” suffered a serious stroke that left him paralyzed.
• Soon after all this, Dan’s son was seriously injured in an accident and care flighted to Dayton. The ER 

doctor informed Dan that his son’s level of injury could cause paralysis, and he may never walk again.

DAN’S WORLD & HIS FAITH WERE ROCKED!
     Why was this happening? So much, all at one time. His world was crumbling, so he began a search 
for answers. Not sure where to turn, Dan had heard about some great experiences at the Shrine from 
friends; maybe he should visit? 

     Dan made his first visit during his lunch hour. He spent time in adoration at the Shrine. Dan knew 
that God was present in the Eucharist, but at the Shrine Dan felt God’s presence in the chapels, and 
even outside on the beautiful grounds. In a journal entry Dan wrote: “God is truly present here in this 
beautiful place. Nature is fully alive here with the flowers, birds and lawn all giving praise to God with 
their beauty! The faint smell of incense still lingers from Benediction. Dozens of candles fill the chapel with 
a gentle radiance, and it adds to the sensation that Jesus is fully present here.”

“Push out the noisy
secular world and

allow a little
slice of heaven

on earth.”
Dcn. Dan Kahlig 



     Over time, Dan was genuinely learning to pray, he began to notice something incredible happening. One 
day, while praying in the Adoration chapel he felt a great calm and peace come over him. It felt as if 
he was being taken up by Christ in a great heavenly embrace. So great was this loving embrace that he 
became unaware of his surroundings and completely lost sense of time. Consumed, Dan began to trust 
God more and more. Dan truly felt that everything was going to be okay. That was the beginning of a 
journey for him that continues to this very day.

     Jesus is present in the tabernacle or in the monstrance every day in the Adoration Chapel. In 
the Relic Chapel there is a presence of over 850 Saints (in over 1200 relics). The Saints also dealt with 
challenging situations during their life time. We can learn so much from their lives as they overcame their 
challenges through faith and led virtuous or heroic lives. No matter what cross you bear (challenges you 
face) there is a Saint who can intercede for your needs.

     Dan realized in those visits to the Shrine years ago that he must be willing 
to set time aside, time to listen to that small quiet voice of the Lord 
placing himself in God’s presence. Over time, Dan’s relationship with 
Christ grew as his prayer life grew. When his son’s healing and recovery 
exceeded the doctor’s wildest expectations, the doctors and nurses credited 
the family’s faith! 

     Just a few years later this “secular man” who set aside quiet time for 
God and trusted in His ways, is now a Deacon. He realizes now that God 
was planting seeds throughout his life through his wife, Juli; his mentor, 
Father Tom Dorn; and his visits to the Shrine. During these visits he prayed 
in silence and was shielded from the noise of the secular world. Deacon Dan 
refers to the Shrine as a “little slice of heaven”. 

     Please consider what level of gift your family can offer to support this 
peaceful “little slice of heaven”. Your generosity will help to provide a 
place of peace and prayer for those searching. Can we depend on you? 
You may make your gift in honor of or in memory of a loved one. For your 
convenience go online to mariasteinshrine.org or use the enclosed envelope. 

God continues to provide through you! May it bring you joy to support something that you believe in.  

Praying that Advent brings you closer to Christ, 

Don Rosenbeck                                       Diana Russell
President                                                 Director of Fund Development

P.S. Celebrate your faith! Deacon Dan’s faith brought him clarity, which opened his heart and mind 
to God’s Will. We are our happiest when we realize God’s Will and fulfill it using our time, talent and 
treasure.

Your special intentions: 

_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Know that you are being prayed for at the Shrine.
God has plans for YOU! May your heart and mind be open to His Will.


