
 

 New to the Parish?   
 Welcome! Please take a moment  
 to call the office! We would love to 
 meet you and show you around...in a 
safe and sanitary way, of course! Thanks for coming!  

Parish Office, Tues-Fri, 10:00-4:30  
 

Mass Schedule  

Daily Mass—Tuesday and Thursday 5:30 PM 

          Wednesday and Friday 12:00 Noon 

Saturday—5:00 PM, Mass in the Church  

Sunday—8:30 AM, Mass in the Church 

                 11:30 AM, Mass in the Church 
Communion distributed outside during each Mass 
for those who watch the livestream 
 

Adoration—Thursday, 6:00-8:00PM  

Confessions—Thurs, 6:00-7:00PM; Sat, 3:00-4:00PM 

Prayer Requests - Email: prayerchain@st.patsak.org  

 

Parish Staff 
 

Rev. Leo Walsh, J.C.L., S.T.D. - Pastor                                    
 fr.leo@st.patsak.org 
 blog:  https://frleowalsh.com  
 

Dcn. Mick Fornelli - Deacon  
 mfornelli@st.patsak.org 
 

John Gagnon - Business Manager/Facilities 
 jgagnon@st.patsak.org 
 

Mary Allison—Dir. of Catechetical Ministries  
 mallison@st.patsak.org 
 

Emily Brabham—Dir. of Evangelization and 
Parish Life    
 emily@st.patsak.org 
 

Rima Ostrom - Administrative Assistant                                   
 rostrom@st.patsak.org  
Margaret Simmons - Music Director                                    
 queenowrits@arctic.net 
 

 

     So often, it seems that our modern society 
is motivated more by comfort than by truth. 
It is so much easier to do the comfortable 
thing rather than the right thing.  So it should 
come as no surprise that when the modern 

mind is confronted with an uncomfortable teaching of Jesus in 
the gospel, our first reaction is to try to explain it away so that 
we may remain in our “safe zone.” 
 Jesus’ teaching about it being as easy for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle than it is for a rich person getting 
into the Kingdom of Heaven is good example of this.  I remem-
ber when I was in high school, we were taught that in ancient 
Jerusalem, there was a small door off to the side of the city gate 
called “The Eye of the Needle.” Once the city gates were closed, 
it was possible for a camel to get through, but it had to do so on 
its knees. The implication was that we also had to “get on our 
knees” if we wanted to get into the Kingdom of Heaven. It’s a 
nice thought, but completely unfounded in reality.  
 Fast forward a few years to a university in Rome and my 
class in the synoptic gospels with one of the foremost scripture 
scholars in the world. We came to this passage in Mark 10, so I 
asked him about the whole “Eye of the Needle” thing. His an-
swer was curt: “Hogwash! There was no such gate! Jesus was 
not mincing words. Jesus was talking big camel, little needle, 
tiny eye.”   
 I was crushed.  My whole life had been a lie.  
 Well, not really. If you think about it, what Jesus is describ-
ing is even more grace-filled than what a well-meaning catechist 
tried to tell us way back when. So what was Jesus getting at?  
 First, wealth in and of itself is neither good nor evil. It simp-
ly gives you more choices. Just like in the comics one has to de-
cide if he or she will use it for good for evil. 
 Second, with ownership comes responsibility. Responsibility  
takes a lot of physical and psychological energy and most espe-
cially time. All too often this can become a huge stumbling 
block to following Christ. A golden lock and chain still binds.  
 Third, with the choices that wealth brings, the temptation to 
pride is so very great. And quite frankly, left to our own devices 
we won’t make the right choices. Jesus is right. Without God, 
“for human beings, it is impossible.”   
 But thankfully, “for God, all things are possible.” When 
Christ is at the center of our lives, we realize that we are not 
owners, but stewards. We are not saviors, but servants. This 
gives us the freedom to use the gifts we have been given in a 
way that is pleasing to the giver, and to build those relationships 
with Christ and others that truly are “treasure in heaven.”  
       - Fr. Leo  

October 10, 2021 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

St. Patrick’s Parish  
2111 Muldoon Road 
Anchorage, Alaska  99504 
Parish Office: 907-337-1538 
Parish Website: www.st.patsak.org 

A community of Christian stewards living in faith, hope and love.”  

The Eye of the Needle 

mailto:prayerchain@st.patsak.org
https://frleowalsh.com


Parish Happenings and Notes 

SILENT AUCTION 

Although the Oktoberfest show has 

been  postponed until next year, we’re still going to hold the 

Silent Auction with just two items, the queen 

size blue quilt and the queen size afghan.  The 

auction begins this weekend.  The items will be 

displayed in the Gathering Area with the auc-

tion ending the weekend of October 23-24.  

Thanks to everyone who donated items for 

the Silent Auction and other drawings.  Those 

items will be held until a later time. 

 

The Rite of Acolyte for Deacon 

Candidates in formation for the 

Archdiocese of Anchorage-

Juneau will take place during 

Holy Mass at the Cathedral of 

Our Lady of Guadalupe on Friday, October 22nd at 

6pm.  Archbishop Bellisario will be presiding.  This is 

the last of the preparatory rites leading up to diaconal 

ordination in the Spring.  Those to be instituted into 

the ministry of Acolyte are Jon Agosti (St. Anthony’s, 

Anchorage), Sandon Broek (Holy Cross, Anchorage), 

John Ostrom (St. Patrick’s, Anchorage) and Don 

Remer (St. Andrew’s, Eagle River).   

All are welcome to attend! 

Parade of Ministries 

Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers of the Body and Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ 

Greetings and a Prayer of Thanksgiving for all of you who have served in this ministry in the past and to you who 

are being called by God to serve our parish family in this ministry today. Serving in this ministry is a Joy! Saying 

Yes to the call, to be a servant, by providing the precious body of our Lord and Savior to our brothers and sisters 

in Christ during the celebration of the Mass in communion with the Holy Spirit.  “if anyone wishes to be the first, 

he shall be the last of all and the servant of all”. (Mk 9:35) 

Our parish is looking for Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers to assist during Mass. With 

the COVID restrictions over the last year and a half our needs changed from pre-COVID 

times, but we still have a place for you to serve in this ministry.  Updated training will be 

provided to all. Stop by and say hello next weekend, sign up for training to help us with 

this very important part of the liturgical life of the parish. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to ask.  

May Gods blessings be with you and yours today and always. 

Scan the QR code to 

the left to volunteer 

to help out at Trunk 

or Treat! 



Catholic Climate Covenant inspires and equips people and 
institutions to care for creation and care for the poor. 
Through our 19 national partners, we guide the U.S. 
Church's response to climate change by educating, giving 
public witness, and offering resources.  

Go to https://catholicclimatecovenant.org/ 

Knights of Columbus 

Together, we’re empowering 

Catholic men to live their faith at 

home, in their parish, at work and 

in their community.  

We’re still on! We’re closely monitoring 

the COVID situation. If the numbers 

drop as they are projected to in the next 

few weeks we’ll be able to have the re-

treat! Don’t wait to sign up! 

We have space and we’re READY for all 

the high school students of the parish to 

come together, reconnect with their 

parish community, and share the Good 

News! 

Come REJOICE with us! 

Evangelization News 

      SAVE THE DATE! 

“Mary arose and went with haste.” 

         Luke 1:39 

World Youth Day—August 1-6, 2023  



Questions about Youth Ministry? Want to get involved? 

Contact : Emily Brabham 

Director of Evangelization 

emily@st.patsak.org 

Holy Land Pilgrimage 

September 16-27, 2022 

Mark your calendars! 

Details in brochure in back of Church! 

Join us as we travel to walk in Jesus’s footsteps. Accompa-

nied and led by Franciscan Pilgrimage Programs, the 

details are all arranged. Cost includes flight, transporta-

tion, accommodations, most meals, entrance fees, and 

tips. For more information see the brochure or email 

Emily Brabham, at emily@st.patsak.org. 

Glory Bound 2021 at St. Therese's Camp is on! 
 

Glory Bound 2021 runs December 28-30 for grades 6-8 and December 30-January 1 for high school. 
 

Campers will enjoy three days full of fun activities including 
sledding, playing on frozen Lake Neklason, snowball fights and 
music, all conducted by our outstanding counselors. We'll also 
have fireworks New Year's Eve for the high schoolers! 
 

We will also have Mass, confession, adoration, cabin talks, and 
a variety of spiritually-focused sessions. 
 

The cost is $106 for grades 6-8 and $118 for high school stu-
dents. 
 

Visit www.stthereseak.com to register. Hurry-Glory Bound is 
already half full! Some scholarship money is available. Contact 
Rudy Poglitch, Camp Director at 907 232 2066 with any ques-
tions. 
 

Have a great day and see you at camp! 

ACTS Retreats are based on the Catholic principles of Adoration, Community, Theology, and Service, and are 

presented by lay Catholic men and women of our parish. At an ACTS Retreat you have the opportunity to 

deepen your personal relationship with Christ, renew your spirituality, strengthen your faith, and build 

lasting relationships with members of our parish community. 

Men’s Retreat – February 3 – 6, 2022   Women’s Retreat – February 24 – 27, 2022 

The retreat begins on Thursday evening. Transportation will be provided for all retreatants to and from St. 

Therese’s Camp in Wasilla. The retreat will conclude with 11:30 AM Mass at St. Patrick’s on Sunday. 

Registration forms are available in the office and the gathering area. For questions or more information, 

please contact John Streit: jamstreit2007@yahoo.com or Gretchen: rgnamalone@gmail.com 

http://www.stthereseak.com
mailto:jamstreit2007@yahoo.com
mailto:rgnamalone@gmail.com


Faith Formation News 

Preschool and Kindergarten 

Our little ones have spent the past few weeks 

learning about God’s creation. They have gone 

on nature walks, made mirrors, and colored their 

favorite things about Creation. This week, they 

are learning about the 10 Commandments. 

We could use another adult helper in this 

class. If you’re interested, please email Mary. 

1st Communion 

Our 1st Communion class is too big to continue 

as is, which is wonderful! However, we need an 

assistant to help with 2nd grade in order to split 

the classes into safer sizes. If you can help, 

please email Mary ASAP! 

Elementary 

Our elementary classes are moving forward. 

3/4th grade have been doing a lot of art: water-

colors, homemade prayer cards, and drawing. 

5/6th grade have been learning how to use the 

Bible and have been practicing reading from it. 

Middle School 

Our 7th and 8th graders have been discussing 

Creation as well; but their discussions have 

turned quite philosophical. From “why did God 

create people” to “why did Adam and Eve eat the 

fruit”, our catechists have been stretching their 

knowledge!  

High School 

9th Grade (Confirmation Year 1) has been 

steadily making their way through understanding 

the Sacraments. Each class, they have dis-

cussed the minister, matter, form, and purpose 

of each Sacrament. They have also been study-

ing the Scriptural basis for the Sacraments. Each 

lesson comes with a saint story, which has in-

spired some delightful conversations! 

10th Grade (Year 2) Girls have been studying 

the parts of the Mass with Bishop Barron’s DVD 

series. They will finish the Liturgy of the Word 

this Sunday. Each class also includes discussion 

questions. The girls are enjoying an in-depth ex-

planation of each step of the Mass, including the 

sacramentals, the colors, the tradition, and the 

Scriptural basis. 

10th Grade (Year 2) Boys have been studying 

Happiness, which covers Heaven, Hell, Purgato-

ry, Sin, and the Beatitudes. They recently had an 

interesting conversation about free will and 

choices.  

Post-Confirmation is an ever growing group! 

This week, they will discuss saints: the process 

of canonization, their own patron saints, the biog-

raphies of saints similar to their patrons, and how 

we can strive for sainthood. They are meeting in 

the Cloister until the weather gets too cold to 

bear! 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 

Level 1 (3 years old to Kindergarten) have 

been orienting themselves to the Atrium. They 

each began with life skills works, and are moving 

through works at their own pace. We also have 

several new and in-training catechists for Level 

1! 

Level 2 (1st-3rd grades) is nearly full! The chil-

dren preparing for their Sacraments have been 

working through the appropriate works and will 

spend some time in the church this Sunday. 

Level 3 (4th-6th grades)  is new this year! We 

are building our Level 3 Atrium, slowly but surely. 

Children who have attended CGS in previous 

years are enjoying their familiar environment and 

friends. Each year, moving forward, we plan on 

adding new grade levels until it is a proper Level 

3 with all 3 grade levels.  

Catechists in CGS are specially trained: a full 

week, plus time observing. They also make the 

works themselves. Email Mary if you’re interest-

ed! 



In honor of the upcoming Memorial of St. 

Pope John XXIII, consider watching John 

XXIII: The Pope of Peace. At 3 and 1/2 hours 

long, it is worth it for adult audiences! A biopic 

of this unlikely pope, this movie is beautiful in 

addition to accurate in its portrayal of the 

Pope who called the Second Vatican Council. 

 

Have little ones? The Wonderful World of 

Benjamin Cello is a tv series similar to Mr. 

Roger’s Neighborhood. Benjamin Cello, how-

ever, is Catholic and uses Scripture and mu-

sic to teach children. Each episode is about 

20 minutes, with songs and a Scripture pas-

sage. Appropriate for children over 3. 

 

Visit Formed.org to start! Create an account 

by finding our parish—you can watch for free! 

Catechism of the Catholic 

Church 

“Periods of renewal in the Church are also 

intense moments of catechesis. In the great 

era of the Fathers of the Church, saintly 

bishops devoted an important part of their 

ministry to catechesis. St. Cyril of Jerusalem 

and St. John Chrysostom, St. Ambrose and 

St. Augustine, and many other Fathers 

wrote catechetical works that remain models 

for us.” 

CCC 8 

Only history will tell if the pandemic time we 

live is a period of renewal for the Church; 

however, knowing what we believe is key to 

sharing what we believe. In times like these, 

it is also integral in forming how we should 

live and respond to the world around us. As 

we are called to be in the world, but not of it, 

understanding what that means can only 

come from an in-depth look at what the 

Church teaches. From the works of saints 

listed above, or in a parish based Bible 

study or Faith Formation course, we can all 

learn a little more each day. 

Substitute Catechists Still Needed! 

We need a couple more adults who are willing to 

jump in and assist in class on days when one of a 

class’ catechists is unable to make it. We need one 

for the morning session and one for the afternoon. 

If you’re interested, email Mary ASAP! 

2nd Grade Assistant Needed! 

We still need an assistant to help with the 2nd grade 

class. Assistants are generally responsible for attend-

ance, ensuring masks are on, and being a happy 

welcoming presence. Please email Mary if you can 

help! 

Circle of Grace 

Beginning three weeks ago, youth Faith For-

mation classes are doing their Circle of 

Grace lessons through early October. Circle 

of Grace is a training program designed to 

teach children, from kindergarten though 

12th grade, about Safe Environment. At ap-

propriate ages, they learn about boundaries, 

trusted adults, how to tell when boundaries 

are violated, how to talk about violations of 

boundaries, and more. Circle of Grace aims 

to empower youth to protect themselves and 

others in uncomfortable or dangerous situa-

tions. We are required to teach these les-

sons by order of the Archbishop. 

Faith Formation News, Cont’d. 



Archdiocesan and Parish News 

Pledge participation is climbing!!! 

We now have 150 pledges! Let’s get more participa-
tion and knock this thing out and start working on rais-

ing money for the baptismal font!   

Keep those cards and letters coming!   

PARTICIPATION GOAL 

$67,550.50

Goal 

Current 

Remaining 

AOAJ Goal 

Parish Goal 

Total 

FINANCIAL GOAL 

275 pledges 

150 pledges! 

125 pledges 

  $79,652.94 

  $25,347.06 

$105,000.00 

150 

 

Make your pledge or donation today.  Pledge envelopes are available in the gathering area and in the pews.  If do-

nating online, be sure to designate your pledge for St. Patrick’s. 

Amount Pledges 

        Stewardship of Treasure  

September Goal    $50,000.00 

Sunday, September 5              $12,521.70 
Sunday, September 12            $11,451.70 
Sunday, September 19              $9,709.34 
Sunday, September 26            $12,390.34 

Total Collected                          $46,073.08 

Short of the Goal                  $3,926.92 

Thank you for your generosity and the continuing support of 
your parish family! 

Follow our day to day parish  

happenings on Facebook! 

Job Opportunity 
North Star Catholic Editor   

 

The Archdiocese of Anchorage-Juneau is look-
ing for an Editor for the North Star Catholic 

newspaper.   

Visit www.aoaj.org for more details.  All appli-
cants should submit resumes to Seth Bakic at  

sbakic@caa-ak.org.   
The position is open until filled. 



Readings Week at a Glance 
 

Sunday, October 10 - 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 AM, Rosary Prayer before Mass, Marian Shrine in The Cloister 
8:30 AM, Mass, Church 
9:45 AM - 11:15 AM, CGS Level 1 and 2, Atrium 
9:45 AM - 11:15 AM, Faith Formation Pre K - 8th Grade 
11:30 AM, Mass, Church 
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM, CGS Level 3, Atrium 
1:00 PM - 2:30 PM, Faith Formation, 9th - 12th Grade 
 

Monday, October 11  
Office Closed 
6:30 PM - 8:00 PM, Teen Retreat Planning Meeting, Tara Lounge 
6:45 PM - 9:00 PM, Adult Scripture Study, via Zoom 
 

Tuesday, October 12  
5:30 PM, Mass, Church 
6:00 PM - 7:30 PM, Legion of Mary, Deacons Hall 
6:30 PM - 8:00 PM, R.C.I.A., Tara Lounge 
 

Wednesday, October 13 
12 Noon, Mass, Church 
7:00 PM, ACTS Core Team Meeting, Deacon Hall 
 

Thursday, October 14 
10:00 AM, Adult Bible Study, Hospitality Room 
5:30 PM, Mass, Church 
6:00 PM - 7:00PM, Confessions, Day Chapel 
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM, Eucharistic Adoration, Church 
 

Friday, October 15 
12 Noon, Mass, Church 
 

Saturday, October 16 - Vigil, 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
3:00 PM - 4:00 PM, Confessions, Day Chapel 
3:45 PM, Contemporary Choir Practice, Church 
4:30 PM, Rosary Prayer before Mass, Church 
5:00 PM, Mass in Church 
8:00 PM, Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting, Tara Lounge 
 

Sunday, October 17 - 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 AM, Rosary Prayer before Mass, Marian Shrine in The Cloister 
8:30 AM, Mass in Church 
9:45 AM - 11:15 AM, CGS Level 1 and 2, Atrium 
9:45 AM - 11:15 AM, Faith Formation Pre K - 8th Grade 
11:30 AM, Mass in Church 
1:00 PM - 2:30 PM, Faith Formation 9th - 12th Grade 
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM, CGS Level 3, Atrium 
 
 
 
 

 

All liturgies are  livestreamed and then posted on  
www.facebook.com/stpatsak. 

Mass Intentions 

 

October 10 - 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   Wis 7:7-11;  Ps 90:12-17;  Heb 4:12-13;  Mk 10:17-30 
October 11 - Saint John XXIII, Pope 
   Rom 1:1-7;  Ps 98:1-4;  Lk 11:29-32 
October 12 - Tuesday of the 28th Week in Ordinary Time 
   Rom 1:16-25;  Ps 19:2-5;  Lk 11:37-41 
October 13 - Wednesday of the 28th Week in Ordinary Time 
   Rom 2:1-11;  Ps 62:2-3, 6-7, 9;  Lk 11:42-26 
October 14 - St. Callistus I, Pope and Martyr 
   Rom 3: 21-30;  Ps 130:1-6;  Lk 11:47-54 
October 15 - St. Teresa of Jesus, Virgin and Doctor of the Church 
   Rom 4:1-8;  Ps 32:1-2, 5, 11;  Lk 12:1-7 
   Memorial Reading: Rom 8:22-27;  Ps 19:8-11;  Jn 15:1-8 
October 16 - St. Hedwig, Religious 
   Rom 4:13;  Ps 105:6-9, 42-43;  Lk 12:8-12 
October 17 - 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   Is 53:10-11;  Ps 33:4-5, 18-20, 22;  Heb 4:14-16;  Mk 10:35-45 

October 9 - October 15, 2021 

 Sat.        5:00pm Joyce Casavant, ROS  

 Sun.       8:30am People of the Parish 

              11:30am    Lewis & Lorena Hall, ROS 

 Tues.     5:30pm    Rich Froehle, SI - Peace & Comfort 

Wed.      Noon     Jerry Witt, ROS 

 Thurs.   5:30pm Leonardo & Margarita Lozano, ROS 

       Fri.          Noon      John Andrew Koop, Sr., ROS 

Support your bulletin!  

Your advertisement will help pay for 
the bulletin.  

A 1x2 inch space = $25.00 a month!  
A 2x2 inch space = $45.00 a month.  

Six month minimum.   

I play the piano and organ…yes…. 
 

But my career and passion is 

helping Alaskans with their 

Real Estate needs and dreams! 

Realtor since 1999, call me today 

for a free, no obligation consult. 

___________________ 

Mary Jo Cunniff Associate Broker 

Keller Williams Alaska Group 

907-317-3187 

Attendance Live and Virtual 

Caroleen’s 
Therapeutic Massage 

Bowenwork™, 
On-Site Chair Massages 

PP for Premera BCBS of Alaska 
 

Call  333-8225 for appointment 

Caroleen Monnseratt, BP, LMT, NCTMB
_________________________________________________ 

Caroleen Monnseratt 

H2O at Home  
Independent Advisor 

Clean with Just Water!! 

 

ASK ME HOW!! 
                      (907) 301-2186 - Cell/Text 

Mortgage Protection – Living  
benefits – Final Expenses – Critical 

Illness & Disability Insurance  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Sharon Norton 

Full Service Independent Agent 
(907) 306-9888 

 

 

Licensed and access to over 40 
carriers – Get a policy that fits 
your needs and your budget 

What must you do to 

inherit eternal Life? 

Mass Date & Time Church 
Live 

stream 
Total 

Week-
end 

Sat, Sep 25, 5 PM 85 199 284   
Sun, Sep 26, 8:30 AM 143 178 321   
Sun, Sep 26, 11:30 AM 147 220 367 972 
Sat, Oct 2, 5 PM 111 130 241   
Sun, Oct 3, 8:30 AM 148 173 321   
Sun, Oct 3, 11:30 AM 154 192 346 908 

https://www.facebook.com/stpatsak/

