
Parish Office:  Tues-Fri, 10 AM- 4:30 PM 
 

Mass Schedule : 

Weekday: Tuesday and Thursday     5:30 PM 
  Wednesday and Friday    12 Noon 
 

Saturday: 5:00 PM 

Sunday: 8:30 AM and 11:30 AM   
Communion distributed outside during weekend 

Mass for those who watch the livestream 
 

Adoration: Thursday   6:00 PM -  12 Midnight 

Confessions:    Thursday   6:00 PM - 7:00 PM 

  Saturday    3:00 PM - 4:00 PM  

 

Prayer Requests - Email: prayerchain@st.patsak.org 

 Parish Staff 
 

Rev. Leo Walsh, J.C.L., S.T.D. - Pastor                                    
 fr.leo@st.patsak.org 
 blog:  https://frleowalsh.com  
 

Dcn. Mick Fornelli - Deacon  
 mfornelli@st.patsak.org 
 

Dcn. John Ostrom - Deacon  
 jostrom@st.patsak.org 
 

Beth Jones - Dir. of Catechetical Ministries  
 bjones@st.patsak.org 

 

Catherine Haslett - Youth and Young Adult 
Minster 
 chaslett@st.patsak.org 
 

John Gagnon - Business Manager/Facilities 
 jgagnon@st.patsak.org 

    

Rima Ostrom - Administrative Assistant                                   
 rostrom@st.patsak.org 
  

Margaret Simmons - Music Director                                    
 queenowrits@arctic.net 

New to the Parish?   Please take a 
moment to call the office or stop on in during the 
week! We would love to meet you and show you 
around. Welcome and thank you for coming!  

     If there is any time in society when 
we needed strong dads, it is now. Of 
course, it was not all that different in 
the days of Jesus either. God knew the 

times and he knew the situation into which the Word 
would be made flesh. He knew that Jesus would need 
a strong dad.  He found such a dad in Joseph.   
 We don’t know much about Joseph’s personality 
from the scriptures, but we can learn a lot about him 
from his actions.   
 I’ve often preached that “Life is messy, and God is 
faithful.” Nowhere is this more true than how Jesus 
came into the world. It could have been neat and tidy.  
He could have waited until after Mary and Joseph 
were married.  But he didn’t. He showed up early. 
That was messy! The precept of the law that is often 
referred to in this situation is Deuteronomy 22:16-22. 
Although it is unclear if or how this could be enforced, 
this precept says that the woman was to be dragged 
before her father’s house and stoned to death. Regard-
less, we know that Joseph was kind because he did not 
wish to expose her to shame.  
 But like dreams of Joseph the Patriarch, the dream 
of Joseph assures him that this is the Lord’s doing, that 
God’s plan is unfolding in his midst, and he has an es-
sential part to play in that plan. He acts in faith. 
 There is a Yiddish expression that says, “Man 
makes plans...God laughs!” It was certainly true for 
Joseph, and it is true for each of us. How many times 
have we thought we had it all figured out only to have 
our plans change in ways that we could not imagine. 
Often it is only in looking back in reflection that we 
see how the hand of God was guiding not to where we 
wanted to be, but rather to where we needed to be.   
 We need the faith of Joseph in our world today. 
This is the faith that prayerfully perceives the plan of 
God unfolding in our lives and realizes that we each 
have a part to play in that plan. I want that kind of 
faith.  I want the faith of Joseph.   - Fr. Leo  

December 18, 2022 Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 

St. Patrick’s Parish  
2111 Muldoon Road 
Anchorage, Alaska  99504 
Parish Office: 907-337-1538 
Parish Website: www.st.patsak.org 

“A community of Christian stewards living in faith, hope and love.”  

The Faith of  Joseph 
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Parish Happenings  

Advent Adult Faith Study:  
L i v i n g  t h e  C a t h o l i c  Fa i t h  

 

Dr. Kevin Jones, the Newman Chair of 

Catholic theology and assistant      

professor of religious studies at Alaska 

Pacific University, has been giving a series of three 

lectures on living  a Catholic way in our everyday 

life. The last lecture in the series will be this Sun-

day, December 18, from 10-11 am in the chapel. 

You do not need to have attended the first two talks 

to come. This presentation will focus on the role of 

faith in the workplace and the broader world. Drop 

your children off for their faith formation classes and 

come join us! 

It's Time to Prepare… 

Our Church for Christmas!  
 

The time is near for us to prepare our  worship space 

for the great celebration of The Birth of  Jesus!  We 

will  decorate the church this Friday, December 23rd, 

beginning at 10am.  Please join us for an hour, or stay 

until the work is done.  Help us make our church ready 

for the holy  Season of Christmas! 



 
 

 

Knights Korner  

There is plenty of great information on the Knights of 

Columbus website, which is available to all; men and 

women, and not necessarily just Knights. 

 Go to KofC.org ,  ‘Who We Are’  then scroll down 

and click ‘Our Faith’ 

 Click the ‘CIS Resources’ box.  

There you will find pages and  pages of  information for 

booklets that you can download or purchase as well as 

courses that you may take. 

Upcoming Events: 

This Wed., December 21  6:30pm - Christmas Party 

       (It’s a potluck so bring a dish to share) 

                7:00pm - Brief Business Meeting 

Wed., January 4, 2023  7:00pm - Regular Business  

                                              Meeting 
 

For information about the Knights of Columbus,  

contact Grand Knight, John Streit  907-350-1722 

S t e w a r d s h i p  o f  Tr e a s u r e  

 

 

December 2022 Goal     $60,500.00  
 

 

Sunday, December 4                 $13,872.56 
 

_____________________________________  

Total Collected:                           $13,782.56 

Still Need:                                 $46,627.44  

 

Thank you for your continuing support of our parish family! 

This Weekend’s Special Collection:  

Retirement Fund for Religious  

 

Help aging religious. Senior sisters, brothers, and 
religious order priests have devoted their lives to 
prayer, service, and works of mercy. Most minis-

tered for little or no pay. Today, their religious com-
munities do not have enough retirement savings. 
Your gift to today ’s Retirement Fund for Religious 

collection helps to furnish medications, nursing care, 
and other necessities. Please give generously.  

New Bible Study Starts Soon 

The Adult Bible Study is vibrant here at St. Patrick’s!  You are invited to join us in 
January for a 10-session study about the biblical roots of the Eucharist. “The 
Lamb of God”, “The Bread of Life” “The Body & Blood of Christ” - these are all 
phrases we know from the Mass. This study will help us understand what they 
mean in the greater context of Scripture and Church teaching, and how Christ’s 
Body and Blood are an integral part of God’s plan for our salvation. 

The program involves a weekly video lecture from a talented Scripture scholar followed by individual reading 
and answering questions in a workbook and a group discussion. 

The Monday evening group meets on Zoom, and the Wednesday morning group meets in person and some-
times on Zoom.  Helpful guidance by our members can get you up to speed for the technology needs. The 
price is reasonable and financial help is available.  If you have any questions or to sign up for the sessions, 
please contact LouAnn at balensie@gmail.com or call 907-632-3206. 

KofC.org
KofC.org
mailto:balensie@gmail.com


Music Ministry News and Notes 

"I will not ask! I will not tempt the LORD!" -
Isaiah 7:12-13 

A reflection from Janèt Sullivan Whitaker, Com-
poser and Pastoral Musician for the Diocese of 
Oakland, California: 

I have a needlepoint sign hanging in my office 
that reads “Don’t believe everything you 
think.”  Sometimes it’s hard to believe and follow 
our best instincts.  Indeed, in some circumstanc-
es our own inclinations can be emphatically ill-
advised, yet we follow them anyway.  Our faith 
tells us to look beyond ourselves.  To turn to the 
wisdom of God for the best advice, even if it is to 
simply stop fretting, and believe. The prophet 
tells Ahaz to stop pestering God – and to wait 
instead for a sign (Isaiah 7:12). Patience in the 
face of fear and uncertainty is a major theme in 
the scriptures of these late days of Advent. It was 
just as true for Isaiah and Ahaz as it was for Mat-
thew. And for us.  

I can’t begin to imagine Joseph’s anxiety about 
Mary, and how loving her must have tormented 
him before God set him straight.  Imagine the 
social and legal strictures in place during the 
times in which he lived, and the grave implica-
tions of having a fiancée who is not only not a 
virgin, but evidently carrying someone else’s 
child.  All these had to keep him awake at night. 
In the darkness of one fitful night of despair, an 
angel came to Joseph, and his destiny was re-
vealed.  This is not to say the road ahead would 
be easy for this young family.  But with God’s as-
surance at the center of it all, Joseph could 
find his own fearless yes. So can we.  

Pestering God is not a bad thing. Rather, our re-
lationship with the One who desires us requires 
our endless looking, seeking, questioning, believ-
ing, and persevering. With patience, we can do 
all of these things, and more.  Only then can we 
find peace in the knowledge that God is being 
revealed within and around us, every day. 

Prayer  

God from God, at the inbreaking of Your blessed 
light You chose to live as one of us.   Even as the 
nights grow colder, and the shadows grow dark-
er, You continue to draw us to Yourself.  O an-
cient hope of a people in darkness, be warmth 
against the chill of our sin and doubt!  Embold-
en us in times of adversity and uncertainty.  
Teach us to be persistent in our desire to know 
Your will, to be aware of Your loving presence, 
and to walk in Your ways, for the glory of Your 
great name.  Amen. 

Advent Benefit Concert 

watch it via Facebook live stream 

https://www.facebook.com/stpatsak. 

You can still give hope to individuals and fami-
lies facing tough times right now, right here in 
Alaska. Thank you! 

There is a “Donate” button on Facebook, 
or go to: https://www.cssalaska.org/donate 
(write “Advent Benefit Concert” in the Special 
Instructions box).  You can also put a check in 
the collection at Church.  Write “Advent Benefit 
Concert” on the note line.  For more infor-
mation, call the Church office at 337-1538. 

Dress Rehearsal for Christmas Pageant 
is Sunday, Dec. 18, at 2 PM in the Church.  Bring 
your costumes and props. There will be snacks 
and juice. 

Midnight Mass Rehearsals 

Rehearsals are in the Church. 

Wed., Dec. 21, 6:30—8:30 PM  

Thurs, Dec. 22, 6:30—8:30 PM 

Other Choirs’ Rehearsals 

Rehearsals are in the Church. 

Tuesday, Dec. 20, 6:30—8:30 PM—Praise 

Warm Clothing Drive 

Thanks to everyone who has brought in warm 
clothing for Catholic Social Services, including 
new or gently used warm clothing.  As an Ad-
vent gift, won’t you please dig through your 
closets and other storage for something your 
neighbor needs? 



Archdiocesan and Community News 

FINANCIAL GOAL 

 AOAJ Goal 

 Pledged to date: 

  

Amount owed the AoAJ:  

$92,858.08 

74,285.50 

  ======== 

 $18,572.58 

$74,285.50 

Holiday Giving at Catholic Social Services 

Winter in Alaska can be harsh, your support is a beacon of light and hope. Your gift 
goes toward providing a family with food for their Christmas meal, helping house those 
experiencing homelessness, making sure our guests have a good night’s sleep at 
Brother Francis Shelter, making sure a new arrival refugee family feels welcomed upon 
arriving in Anchorage, offering care and resources to clients staying at Complex Care, 
or providing a warm, inviting space for mothers and children at Clare House. If you have 
any questions about your donation, email Molly Cornish at mcornish@cssalaska.org. 

Donate - Catholic Social Services - Alaska (cssalaska.org) 

 

Volunteer Opportunities! 
Christmas Dinner and Christmas Morning Treats for Complex Care: 

Complex Care will be celebrating with a special meal on December 23rd and are in need of volunteers to help 
prepare and deliver yummy dishes to be part of their celebration. Please see the link here to sign up:  

Christmas Dinner: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49ABAF29A3F8C52-christmas 

Christmas Breakfast: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49ABAF29A3F8C52-christmas1 

 

Christmas Treats for Brother Francis Shelter: 

The holidays are a wonderful time to share a special treat with our neighbors! Please see the sign up below 
to deliver a gift to Brother Francis Shelter. Thank you for helping our guests celebrate this season! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49ABAF29A3F8C52-holiday 

Please Consider a Year-End Gift  

to United in Mission 
While the Archdiocese has been sporadic at best at providing updates during the campaign, as it 

stands now, we are nowhere near our Archdiocesan goal.  Should we fail to make our goal, 

the parish will be required to write and unbudgeted check to the Archdiocese 

for the difference. Please consider making pledge to the United In Mission Campaign as part of 

your year-end giving. Thank you and God bless you. 

$92,858.08 

mailto:mcornish@cssalaska.org
https://www.cssalaska.org/donate/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49ABAF29A3F8C52-christmas
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49ABAF29A3F8C52-christmas1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49ABAF29A3F8C52-holiday


Readings for the Week Week at a Glance 

Sunday, December 18 - Fourth Sunday of Advent  
8:00 AM, Rosary Prayer before Mass, Chapel 
8:30 AM, Mass 
9:45 AM - 11:15 AM, CGS  - Level 1 and 2, CGS Atrium 
9:45 Am - 11:15 AM, Faith Formation - Grades 1 - 8 
10:00 AM - 11:00 AM, Living the Catholic Faith Lecture Series, Chapel 
11:30 AM, Mass  
1:00 PM - 2:30 PM, Faith Formation - Grades 9 - 12 
2:00 PM - 5:00 PM, Christmas Play Rehearsal, Church 
2:30 PM - 4:00 PM, Youth Group - Christmas Party, Deacons Hall 
 

Monday, December 19  
Parish Office Closed 
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM, SPRED - Catechist Prep, Cenacle 
 

Tuesday, December 20 
5:30 PM, Mass 
6:00 PM - 7:00 PM, Praise Choir Practice- Christmas Eve Mass, Church 
6:15 PM - 7:30 PM, Legion of Mary, Deacons Hall 
6:30 PM - 8:30 PM, O.C.I.A., Tara Lounge 
 

Wednesday, December 21 
12 Noon, Mass 
6:00 PM - 7:30 PM, CGS - Level 1 and 3, CGS Atrium 
6:30 PM - 8:00 PM, Knights of Columbus - Christmas Party Social, 
Deacons Hall 
6:30 PM - 9:00 PM, Midnight Mass Choir Practice, Church 
 

Thursday, December 22 
10:00 AM - 11:30 AM, Adult Bible Study (Sunday’s Reading), Hospitality 
5:30 PM, Mass 
6:00 PM- 7:00 PM, Confession, Reconciliation Room 
6:00 PM - 12 Midnight, Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, Chapel 
6:30 PM - 9:00 PM, Midnight Mass Choir Practice, Church 
 

Friday, December 23 
10:00 AM - 1:00 PM, Decorating of Church for Christmas - All Hands 
Welcome! 
12 Noon, Mass 
 

Saturday, December 24 - Christmas Eve 
3:30 PM - 4:00 PM, Christmas Caroling before Mass, Church 
4:00 PM, Mass w/Children’s Christmas Pageant 
6:30 PM - 7:00 PM, Christmas Caroling before Mass, Church 
7:00 PM , Mass 
8:30 PM - 9:00 PM, Christmas Caroling before Mass, Church 
9:00 PM, Mass 
11:00 PM - 11:59 PM, Christmas Caroling before Mass, Church 
 

Sunday, December 25 - The Nativity of the Lord -  
Merry Christmas! 
12 AM, Midnight Mass 
10:30 AM - 11:00 AM, Christmas Caroling before Mass, Church 
11:00 AM, Mass  
 
 

All liturgies are  livestreamed and then posted on  
www.facebook.com/stpatsak 

Mass Intentions 

 

December 18 - Fourth Sunday of Advent 
   Is 7:10-14;  Ps 24:1-6;  Rom 1:1-7;  Mt 1:18-24 

December 19 - Monday of the Fourth Week of Advent 
   Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a;  Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17;  Lk 1:5-25 

December 20 - Tuesday of the fourth Week of Advent 
   Is 7:10-14;  Ps 24:1-4ab, 5, 6;  Lk 1:26-38 

December 21 - Wednesday of the Fourth Week of Advent  
   Sg 2:8-14;  Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21;  Lk 1:39-45 

December 22 - Thursday of the Fourth Week of Advent 
   1 Sm 1:24-28;  1 Sm 2:1, 4-7, 8abcd;  Lk 1:46-56 

December 23 - Friday of the Fourth Week of Advent 
   Mal 3:1-4, 23-24;  Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 14;  Lk 1:57-66 

December 24 - The Nativity of the Lord (Mass during night) 
   Is 9:1-6;  Ps 96:1-3, 11-13;  Ti 2:11-14;  Lk 2:1-14 

December 25 - The Nativity of the Lord (Mass at dawn) 
   Is 62:11-12;  Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12;  Ti 3:4-7;  Lk 2:15-20 

December 25 - The Nativity of the Lord - Christmas Day 
   Is 52:7-10;  Ps 98:1-6;  Heb 1:1-6;  Jn 1:1-18 

December 17 -  December 25, 2022  

 Sat.           5:00 pm      Marvin Staudinger, ROS 

 Sun.          8:30 am      People of the Parish 

                 11:30 am      Rob Malone, ROS 

 Tues.        5:30 pm      Deceased Members of Legion of Mary 

 Wed.        12 Noon      John and Rima Ostrom, SI, Blessings 

 Thurs.      5:30 pm       John and Evie Streit, SI, Blessings 

 Fri.           12 Noon        Mireille Pingitore, ROS 

 Sat.           4:00 pm      Children of the Parish 

                   7:00 pm      Olivia Brummer, ROS 

                         9:00 pm 

 Sun         12 Midnight  People of the Parish 

                 11:00 am      Joe Reloza, ROS 

Attendance Live and Virtual 

Mary Jo Cunniff, Associate Broker  
Keller Williams Alaska Group  

907-317-3187 

I play the piano and organ… yes…. But 
my career and passion is helping        

Alaskans with their Real Estate needs 
and dreams! 

Realtor since 1999, call me today for a 
free, no obligation consult.  

Bulletin Announcements  
Deadline to submit information to be put in the bulletin is 

Wednesdays by noon. 

Mass Date & Time 
In 

Church 
Live 

stream 
Total 

Week-
end 
total 

Wed. Dec 7, 5:30 PM - 
Immaculate Conception 
- NO Mass - SNOW 

0 0 0  

Thurs. Dec 8, 9 AM - 
Immaculate Conception 

55 214 269  

Thurs. Dec 8, 7 PM - 
Immaculate Conception 

116 95 211 480 

Sat. Dec 10 – 5 PM 135 128 263  

Sun. Dec 11 – 8:30 AM 144 95 239  

Sun. Dec 11 – 11 AM 196 171 367 869 

https://www.facebook.com/stpatsak/

