
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
              
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

St. Charles Borromeo Church 
Celebrating 172 Years as the Catholic Community in the Heart of Pikesville 

101 Church Lane • Pikesville, MD 21208 • 410-486-5400 • Fax: 410-486-5421 • www.ourstcharles.org  
Facebook.com/SCBPikesville  • Office Hours: 9:00am – 3:00pm •Email: charlesst@comcast.net  

STAFF CONTACTS 
 

Rev. Gerard Francik, Pastor 
 gfrancik@archbalt.org  

 

Rev. Canisius T. Tah, Associate Pastor 
canisius.tah@archbalt.org 

 

Rev. Thomas Malia, Assisting Clergy 
tmalia@mdmercy.com   

 

Rev. Maurice Akwa, In Residence 
fadamau1963@yahoo.com 

 

Deacon Steve Roscher, Permanent Deacon 
steve.roscher@archbalt.org 

 

Brother Patrick Wildgen, Coordinator of Religious Education 
brpatus@yahoo.com 

 

 Susan Lea, Youth Minister 
slea@shgparish.org 

 

 Mass Schedule 
Saturday: 4:00PM (Traditional Choir) 
Sunday: 8:30AM, 11:00AM (Contemporary Choir) 
Monday-Friday: 7:30AM & Wednesday: 7:00PM 
Holy Day: 7:30AM, 12:10PM, 7:30PM 
Eucharistic Adoration: Tuesdays, 8:00AM-9:00AM 
 

Reconciliation 
Saturdays 3:15PM-3:45PM; Wednesdays 6:00PM-6:55PM; 
or by appointment 
 

Infant Baptism 
Congratulations to all parents and parents to be. Baptism 
Preparation sessions for parents and new godparents are led 
by Deacon Steve once a month following the 11:00AM Mass. 
Contact Deacon Steve Roscher to register for a session and to 
arrange for the celebration of your child's baptism. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults 
RCIA is for adults interested in learning more about the 
Catholic faith and deepening their relationship with Jesus 
Christ as they journey toward full initiation (Baptism, 
Eucharist and Confirmation) into the life of the Catholic 
Church. Please contact Deacon Steve Roscher. 

Marriage 
We rejoice with engaged couples, and ask them to contact Deacon 
Steve Roscher at least 6 months prior to the date of marriage, in 
order to schedule an appointment to begin marriage preparation. 
 

Additional Sacramental Preparation 
Families wishing to prepare their children for Reconciliation or 
First Eucharist, please contact Fr. Canisius. High School youth 
who are interested in Confirmation should contact Sue Lea. 
 

Care for the Sick 
Please contact the Parish Office when a parishioner is homebound, 
in the hospital, or in a healthcare facility and wishes to receive a 
visit, or any of the Sacraments. Whenever possible, please make 
arrangements for Anointing of the Sick before surgery or hospital 
admission. 
 

Faith Formation 
Religious Education sessions for children (K-5th Grade) are held in 
the rectory on Sunday mornings from 9:45AM-10:55AM. Our 
Middle School program is a collaboration with Sacred Heart in 
Glyndon. Our High School program meets in the rectory basement 
on the first and third Thursdays of the month from 7:00PM-
9:00PM. 

JANUARY 17TH, 2021 
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 
 
 

 
Donna Cooper, Office Manager 

charlesst@comcast.net  
 

Sr. Janet Pfeffer, Bookkeeper / Office Staff 
charlesst@comcast.net 

 

Sandra Feulner, Contemporary Choir Director 
sandyfolk@aol.com  

 

Alex Ashman, Organist 
ashman.organist.95@gmail.com 

 

Thomas Streicher, Parish Pastoral Council Chair 
tstreicher1950@gmail.com 

 

Jeanette Pearl, Parish Nurse 
jeanette.pearl.pn@gmail.com   

 

Mission Statement 
 

Saint Charles Borromeo Roman Catholic Church 
is a Christian Community bonded by faith  

and empowered by the Holy Spirit to proclaim 
the Good News of Jesus Christ in word and 

action through prayer, education, evangelization  
and service. 

 

DEADLINE FOR BULLETIN: TUESDAY AT NOON 
Please pray for an increase in vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life. 
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PRAYER AND WORSHIP 
 

 A REFLECTION FROM FR. CANISIUS  
Dear Parishioners,  
     The celebration of the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 
last week marked the end of our Christmas season. We 
began then a short window of Ordinary Time before 
entering into Lent. In each of these seasons, we journey 
with the Lord as we keep the flame of faith alive in our 
hearts. In every generation, God calls people to hear his 
voice and announce it to the world. Samuel is the first in 
a long line of prophets in biblical Israel. He lived in the 
11th century B.C., at a time when the Ark of the Covenant 
was kept in a tabernacle at Shiloh. Dedicated to the Lord’s 
service by his parents, the boy Samuel had been living at 
the shrine since he was a toddler.  
     In today’s reading, Samuel hears a voice calling to him 
in the night and thinks it is Eli, but it turns out that God 
is calling him. Eli tells Samuel to answer the Lord, so that 
God may give him whatever message he intends. Samuel 
does as Eli instructs, and the Scriptures go on to say that, 
Samuel grew up, and the Lord was with him, not permitting any 
word of his to be without effect. As a prophet, his role was not 
so much to predict the future but to speak God’s word to 
the people and to offer advice to Israel’s first two kings. As 
Samuel was led to God’s voice by Eli’s directions, so, too, 
are Andrew and the other disciples led to Jesus by John’s 
words. In the Gospel today, two followers of John the 
Baptist, including Andrew, hear John refer to Jesus as the 
Lamb of God. And so, they leave John and follow Jesus. 
     When he sees them, Jesus asks them, What are you 
looking for? Their response is simply to ask where he is 
staying and he invites them to come, and you will see. The 
evangelist tells us that they stayed with him that day. We 
don’t know what transpired during their time together, 
but it was enough to lead Andrew to go and tell his brother 
Simon, We have found the Messiah. He, too, goes to Jesus. 
When Jesus meets Simon he gives him the name Cephas, 
which is translated Peter. 
     God called Samuel and Jesus called his disciples, so 
too, we have been called. We are temples of the Holy 
Spirit, made for the Lord. Here we take the Lord into our 
bodies, so that we might become more like him, and that 
we might ourselves be prophets of the Good News of our 
Lord. We pray for peace and healing in our Nation. 
     As a Parish community, we continue to be incredibly 
grateful for your ongoing contributions. This has allowed 
us to pay bills and function as normally as possible. 
Thanks so much for your faithfulness to your Parish 
through your contributions, especially in these times. God 
bless you.                                                      -- Fr. Canisius 

 

 

DAILY MASS INTENTIONS 

DAILY MASS IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC OR CAN BE VIEWED 

ON OUR ST. CHARLES FACEBOOK PAGE:  
www.facebook.com/SCBPikesville/live/ 

Date Time Presider Mass Intention 

Mon 
Jan 18 

9:00am Fr. Maurice 
Angelica Daniel 

Intention (L) 

Tue 
Jan 19 

7:30am Fr. Canisius 
Rebecca 
Weinhold 

Wed 
Jan 20 

7:30am Fr. Maurice 
Seth Bennett 
Intention (L) 

Wed 
Jan 20 

7:00pm Fr. Canisius Felipe Deras 

Thu 
Jan 21 

7:30am Fr. Canisius 
Marian 

Smithmyer 

Fri 
Jan 22 

7:30am Fr. Canisius Josephine Fish 

Sat 
Jan 23 

4:00pm Fr. Canisius Joe Justice 

Sun 
Jan 24 

8:30am 
Fr. Canisius/ 
Deacon Steve 

Rina & Nicolas 
Villa Int. (L) 

Sun 
Jan 24 

11:00am 
Fr. Canisius/ 
Deacon Steve 

People of 
the Parish 

 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS  
 

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time, January 17th 

1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19 | 1 Cor 6:13c-15a, 17-20 | Jn 1:35-42 

Monday, January 18th 

Heb 5:1-10 | Mk 2:18-22 
 

Tuesday, January 19th 

Heb 6:10-20 | Mk 2:23-28 
 

Wednesday, January 20th 

St. Fabian, Pope and Martyr & St. Sebastian, Martyr 
Heb 7:1-3, 15-17 | Mk 3:1-6 

 

Thursday, January 21st 

St. Agnes, Virgin and Martyr 
Heb 7:25—8:6 | Mk 3:7-12 

 

Friday, January 22nd 

Day of Prayer for the 
Legal Protection of Unborn Children 

Heb 8:6-13 | Mk 3:13-19 
 

Saturday, January 23rd 

Blessed Virgin Mary 
St. Marianne Cope, Virgin 

St. Vincent, Deacon and Martyr 
Heb 9:2-3, 11-14 | Mk 3:20-21 

 

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time, January 24th 

Jon 3:1-5, 10 | 1 Cor 7:19-31 | Mk 1:14-20 
 

The full text of Daily Mass readings can be found at 
www.bible.usccb.org or on MyParish app. 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/SCBPikesville/live/
http://www.bible.usccb.org/


 

 

The Parish Office will be closed this 
Monday, January 18th in observance of 
the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday. 
Daily Mass will be celebrated at 9:00am. 

 

ARCHDIOCESAN MASS 
 

Archbishop Lori celebrates Mass at the Cathedral of 
Mary Our Queen at 11:00am each Sunday. It is 
broadcast live on Ch.24 (MyTV Baltimore); Comcast 
Xfinity (803); and Verizon (509). A livestream of the 
Mass is available online at: archbalt.org/online-
mass/ or on the myParish app. 

 

ONLINE PARISH MASSES 
 

At St. Charles we are praying for you every day! 
All are welcome to join us “virtually” in our communal 

prayer at the following times: 
   

DAILY MASS:    Monday-Friday at 7:30am 
SATURDAY VIGIL:  4:00pm 
SUNDAY MASS: 11:00am 

  www.facebook.com/SCBPikesville/live/ 
 

CHILDREN’S READINGS & CLOSED CAPTIONS 
 

Martha Yalov, our CLOW leader, posts weekly videos 
on our Facebook page proclaiming the Sunday 
readings from a simplified lectionary translation 
created for children. These videos also contain “closed 
captions” so they are wonderful for those who suffer 
from hearing loss or are deaf. They are about 9-10 
minutes long. Gather the family and check it out this 
weekend! 

 

 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION PRAYER 
I wish, my Lord, to receive you 

with the purity, humility, and devotion 
with which your most holy Mother received you, 

with the spirit and fervor of the saints. 
 
 

Altar Flowers 
 

 

Donated by:  
Helen Bennett 
In Memory of:  

Vickie Gross-Brewton 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

If you would like to provide altar flowers for an 
upcoming weekend in 2021 in memory of a 
loved one; or in honor of a special occasion, 

contact the office at 410-486-5400. 
The donation is $50. 

 

 
 
 

 

LET US PRAY WITH OUR FAITH COMMUNITY 
“There is an appointed time for everything,  

and a time for every affair under the heavens.” 
- Ecclesiastes 3:1 

 

 

…a time to heal 
 

John Grimm, Sr.; Desmond Duffy; Joe Prieto; Mary Ellen 
Gordon; Richard Abbotts; Nancy Abbotts; Hyacinth 
Davis; Butch Cougle; Paul Singleton; Marie Gussio; Shep 
Hogg; Whitney Hamacker; Erika Wright; Gertrude 
Molock; Erica Estworthy; Helen Bennett; Margaret 
“Peggy” Howser; Patricia League; Jean McKim; Krystal 
Roach; Theresa Brophy; Mary Margaret (Gillespie) 
Payne; Gloria Brennan; Bob & Peggy Moan; Tiffany 
Brown; Wendy Simpkins; Shelley McThomas; Marie 
McGinn; Gregory Hannon; Joan Marie Getchell; Tim 
McNamara; Ed McBride; Carol Jones; Marge Rudie; 
Andy Moan; Terry Bullinger; Betty Schmedes; Don Brink; 
Jeanette Cherigos; Herman Milovitz; Steve Haywood; 
Joan Herion; Debbie Cremen; Lori Roscher; Robert 
Anthony; Helen Arena; Roger Smith, Sr.; Ann Marie 
Goddard; Sr. Mary Dee Smith, GNSH; Gina Vespignani; 
Stephanie Schneider; Paul Gambrill; Christine Isaac; 
Mashariki Sanyika; Jeff Lohinski; Mary Mosner; Kathy 
Justice; Mary Beth Himmelheber 
 

May our Lord and Redeemer give health to their 
bodies and holiness to their souls. 

 

…a time to die 
 

Brother Charles Cully, C.F.X. 
Deacon Frank Hodges 
Barbara A. O’Malley 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord 
 

SPECIAL MASS FOR ESSENTIAL WORKERS 
 

Dear sisters and brothers,  
     Given everything that has gone on the last several 
months with the pandemic, St. Charles Borromeo parish 
will celebrate a special mass for all our "essential 
workers” on Saturday, February 6th at 7:00pm. St. 
Charles Borromeo ministered to plague victims in Milan 
(1576-78). He is the patron saint of our parish. And so, 
we commit all those who serve and all those on the front 
lines to his intercession. One of the terms we have gotten 
used to in the last several months is "essential 
workers." The mass will be celebrated in gratitude for all 
of them and all that they have done and continue to do in 
the midst of the circumstances of the present times, for 
their health and safety. We will recognize them and all 
they do in these times.  We have been touched by their 
dedication and commitment. As a parish family, we have 
quite a good number of them among us. Pandemic can 
be a time to rediscover love, kindness. We are all 
"essential workers" because we need each other, and no 
one is an island. So please, mark your calendars for 

February 6, 2021.  

~ Fr. Canisius  

http://www.archbalt.org/online-mass/
http://www.archbalt.org/online-mass/
http://www.facebook.com/SCBPikesville/live/


 

 

FAITH FORMATION 
 

BAPTISM PREPARATION can be held via 
ZOOM or in person and private 
Baptisms can now be scheduled. To 
learn more, please email Deacon 
Steve at: steve.roscher@archbalt.org 

 
 

CHILDREN’S RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
 

Registration forms are available on the parish website 
at www.ourstcharles.org/Religious-Education.aspx or 
at the parish office.  Videos are continuing to be posted 
on the parish’s Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/pg/SCBPikesville/videos/?r

ef=page_internal 
 

TO PARENTS OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION STUDENTS: 
Soon, we will be implementing an additional program 
in the context of the already existing Religious 
Education videos. The Archdiocese of Baltimore 
mandates that each parish catechetical program 
teaches about child safety and family life. That being 
said, we must obtain an additional textbook in order to 
implement this program. The books have been ordered 
and when they come in, parents will have to go to the 
rectory and pick up the textbook according to the child's 
grade level. I will let you know when the books arrive 
so that they can be picked up. Again, this is a program 
that must be a part of the normal catechetical 
instruction according to the Archdiocese.  If you have 
any questions, don't hesitate to let me know.  Thanks 
for your cooperation! 

Bro. Patrick, O.SS.T. 
Coordinator of Religious Education 

410-218-8705 or brpatus@yahoo.com 
 

 

 
 

Are you someone, or do you know someone, who… 
 

• Has expressed an interest in becoming 
Catholic? 

• Was baptized Catholic as a child, but has not 
celebrated the sacraments of Confirmation 
or Eucharist? 

• Was baptized into another religion, but never 
received any formal religious education? 

 

Do you find yourself in any of the above or know 
someone who does? If so, then RCIA is right for you 
and others. Due to the coronavirus, meetings will be 
held online at this time. For more information contact 
Deacon Steve Roscher at sroscher@verizon.net or 
leave a message for him by calling the parish office. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Our Inter-Parochial Catholic Elementary School 

OUR SCHOOL YEAR IS PROGRESSING BEAUTIFULLY for both 

our remote and in-school learners! Sacred Heart 
School is committed to providing a safe, healthy, and 
academically rigorous educational experience for our 
students by offering both an on-site (5 full days) and 
virtual instructional option for our families. We are now 
enrolling for the 2021-2022 academic year! 
Kindergarten and Middle School spaces are limited. 
 

WE ARE HOSTING A “Virtual Welcome Wednesday” 

Admission chat at 9:30am on January 27th. To attend, 
please go to www.shgschool.org and click on the 
“RSVP Event Calendar” link, fill out an inquiry and 
register for one of the dates provided to learn more 
about our school. Hope to see you there! Questions? 
Please contact Mrs. Stacey Aisquith, our Director of 
Admissions, at 410-833-0857, ext. 114, or via email at 

saisquith@shgschool.org. 
 

 

 
 

WHAT IS FORMED? 
FORMED is “The Catholic Faith. On demand.” 

Similar to Netflix, FORMED gives you access to 
thousands of Catholic movies, programs, audio 
books, radio talks, studies, podcasts, and more—
instantly! Thanks to the generous gift of a Sacred 
Heart parishioner, Sacred Heart and St. Charles 
parishes now have a year-long subscription 
to FORMED that is available to all Sacred Heart 
and St. Charles parishioners at no charge. 
 

HOW IT WORKS 
FORMED provides the very best Catholic content 
from more than 60 organizations to help parishes, 
families, and individuals explore their faith 
anywhere. Thousands of movies and other 
materials can be viewed directly from your 
computer’s browser or from any mobile or 
connected device. Faith-filled, engaging content 
can also be enjoyed in your living room with Roku, 
Apple TV, and Chromecast, among others. 

 

SOUNDS GREAT! HOW DO I SIGN UP? 
To register, simply go to formed.org/signup and 
search for Sacred Heart Parish (using the zip code 
21071). You will use your email address to sign up. 
 

mailto:steve.roscher@archbalt.org
http://www.ourstcharles.org/Religious-Education.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/pg/SCBPikesville/videos/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/pg/SCBPikesville/videos/?ref=page_internal
mailto:brpatus@yahoo.com
mailto:sroscher@verizon.net
http://www.shgschool.org/
mailto:saisquith@shgschool.org
https://formed.org/
https://formed.org/
https://formed.org/
https://formed.org/
https://watch.formed.org/help
https://formed.org/signup
https://formed.org/signup


 

 

FIRST RECONCILIATION AND FIRST EUCHARIST 
 

For information about preparing 
your child to celebrate the 
sacraments of Reconciliation 
and Eucharist in 2021, please 
email Brother Patrick Wildgen at 

brpatus@yahoo.com or call him at 410-218-8705. 

 

STEWARDSHIP 

– What I Do With What I Have Been 
Given When I Believe in God – 

 

JANUARY 10TH, 2021 WEEK 2 JANUARY 

Offertory – Envelopes $5938 $9737 

Offertory – Loose $280 $573 

Maintenance / Utilities $963 $1318 

Solemnity of Mary $17 $720 

TOTAL PARISH OFFERTORY           $7198 $12,348 

Over / Under FY2020  
Offertory Budget of $7700/wk 

-$502 -$3052 

 Christmas Offering $50 $917 

 Retired Priests $264 $308 

Sacred Heart School Support $70 $70 

Food for Life $0 $20 

Poor Box (St. Vincent de Paul)  $75     $123 

WEEKEND ATTENDANCE 136 278 

HOLYDAY ATTENDANCE  79    
 

 

If you are uncomfortable with rejoining us in 
person for Sunday Mass, you can still provide 
critical support for our parish by mailing your 

tithe to the parish office; or by using your bank’s 
BillPay feature; or through online giving. 

 

ST. CHARLES BORROMEO ONLINE GIVING 
 
 

 No need to write checks or remember envelopes 
 

 Contributions can be scheduled regularly--or give  
    on an a la carte basis, giving when you choose 
 

 Choose which Second Collections to support  
 

 Contribute to the Poor Box 
 

 No need to make up missed contributions 
 

 A credit card or debit card can be used instead of     
    a checking account, if you wish 

 

Online giving is not meant to replace the traditional 
Sunday offertory collection; it is meant to enhance it.  

For more information email the parish office: 
charlesst@comcast.net  

Or go to www.ourstcharles.org and click on the 
ONLINE GIVING button on the homepage. 

 

 

SPECIAL JANUARY COLLECTIONS 
 

During January we will have the following special 
collections: 

 

January 17 Utility (Heat) Fund 
 

Thank you for your generosity. We will have a special 
collection box available in the back of church for your 
offering, or you may give online by selecting the fund 
name listed above. 

 

OUTREACH & MINISTRIES 
 
 

RESPECT LIFE MINISTRY 
 

9 DAYS FOR LIFE 
                            Join thousands of Catholics nationwide 
                        in the annual Respect Life novena, 
                        9 Days for Life, Thursday, January 
                        21st to Friday, January 29th. Get 
                        intentions, brief reflections, and more. 
                        Sign up at www.9daysforlife.com! 
 

DEFEND LIFE 
Fearless pastor Fr. James Altman will deliver the 26th 
Annual March for Life Kickoff Lecture, Seek Ye First the 
Kingdom of God, on Thursday, January 21st at 7:30pm 
at Christ the King Catholic Church (1102 Hart Rd., 
Towson, 21286). RSVPs are required. Contact Jan 
Meeks at 410-321-0711 or office@ctktowson.org. For 
more information visit www.DefendLife.org. Can’t 
attend? Watch on Facebook Live: 

www.Facebook.com/DefendLifeMarylandDCVirginia 
 

DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE LEGAL PROTECTION 
OF UNBORN CHILDREN 

This Friday, January 22nd, the Church in the United 
States observes the annual Day of Prayer for the Legal 
Protection of Unborn Children. This day is set aside to 
pray for the legal protection of human life and to do 
penance for the violations to human dignity through 
abortion. We are called to observe this day through 
prayer and penance. For more information visit: 
www.respectlife.org/january-22. 
 

SPIRITUAL ADOPTION UPDATE 
Your spiritually adopted unborn baby is 3 months old and 
is fully formed. Your baby has a unique set of fingerprints, 
fingernails, toenails, hands, extremities, and has a hand 
grasp. He/she can open and close the mouth and is 
beginning to suck and swallow and move the tongue. 
 

HEALING AFTER ABORTION 
If you or someone you know is suffering after abortion, 
confidential, compassionate help is available. Visit 
www.HopeAfterAbortion.org. 
 

MATERNITY COUNSELING/ADOPTION 
Maternity counseling and adoption services are 
offered by Catholic Charities at 667-600-2400  

 

Pregnant, Need Help? 1-800-ANGEL-OK 

mailto:brpatus@yahoo.com
mailto:charlesst@comcast.net
http://www.ourstcharles.org/
https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/stc101164
http://www.9daysforlife.com/
mailto:office@ctktowson.org
http://www.defendlife.org/
http://www.facebook.com/DefendLifeMarylandDCVirginia
http://www.respectlife.org/january-22
http://www.hopeafterabortion.org/


 

 

OUR DAILY BREAD 
 

“For I Was Hungry and You Gave Me Food” 
 

NEXT DELIVERY DATE:  
Wednesday, January 20th* 

 

*Due to changes at ODB as a result of the pandemic, 
we have been asked to provide casseroles only on the 
odd-numbered months—but we will accept them at 
anytime and will store them in our freezers until delivery. 
They have also requested the following additional 
items: Heavy Duty 10” Paper Plates; Plastic Forks 
and Spoons; Paper Napkins; 8oz. Hot Drink Paper 
Cups; Capri Sun® Drinks; and Bottled Water. We are 
happy to store these items at the rectory if you would 
like to make a donation. 
 

Frozen casseroles can be made in advance and 
dropped off at the parish office during normal business 
hours. Pans w/ recipe may be picked up at the parish 
office or in the rear of the church. Store-bought party-
sized (90+ oz.) Lasagna and Mac & Cheese casseroles 
re also gratefully accepted. 

 

FOOD PANTRY PROJECT 
“I was hungry and you gave me food.” 

                      We fed 45 families in the month of 
                      December with your generously 
                      donated items. By bringing something 
                      during the month of January you can 
                      help keep our food pantry well-stocked 
to meet the continuing need in our community. Items 
may be dropped off at the parish office or placed in the 
shopping carts in the church vestibule. Items most 
needed at this time are: Instant Potatoes; Jelly; 
Peanut Butter; Beef Stew; Hot Cereal/Oatmeal; 
Chef Boyardee Canned Meals; Crackers; Healthy 
(Unsweetened) Cereals; Gravy. Please check 
expiration dates—we cannot distribute expired or 
opened items. 

 

GIVING TREE THANKS 
 

On behalf of the Marian House board, staff, and 
program participants, I’d like to share my gratitude 
with St. Charles Borromeo for the recent donation of 
holiday linens, toiletries and gifts. We recognize and 
appreciate the confidence and support this shows for 
the deeply human work taking place here. 
 

Your gift allows us to maintain the tenants of our 
mission, as reflected in the words below: 
“Here, I have the structure I need to support me, I have 
hope for my future…I’ve learned to let go of the shame 
and the blame I was holding on to…it’s given me new 
meaning and purpose.”                                      --Wanda 
 

Our Thank You Thursdays have gone virtual if you’d 
like to learn more about the work that this contribution 
supports.  Thank you for sharing your blessings with 
us this season. Merry Christmas & Happy New Year! 

 

Sincerely, 
Katie Alston, LCSW-C 

Executive Director-Marian House 
 

Dear St. Charles Borromeo’s Saints, 
Thank you so much for the wonderful items you 
delivered to St. Vincent’s Church! During the Friday 
night meals to the hungry we made Christmas special 
by giving each guest underwear, hats, gloves and 
socks, besides the food of course! It was wonderful to 
spread your joy that way. We will also use much of the 
clothing in our men’s program and also again on New 
Year’s Day. Please thank the parishioners for their 
generosity and may you have a blessed and safe 
2021! 

Love, 
Peggy Meyer 

Social Action Committee Chair 
St. Vincent de Paul Church 

 

IN THE COMMUNITY . . . 
 

KNOTT SCHOLARSHIPS are for four-year, 
full tuition for Catholic Students to attend 
Catholic schools in certain areas of the 
Archdiocese of Baltimore at either the 
elementary or secondary level. If you 

have a high-achieving student, check out our website 
www.knottscholar.org for more information and to see if 
they qualify to apply. Applications for the 2021-2022 
school year are due on March 26, 2021. 
 

ARCHBISHOP WILLIAM E. LORI CALLS FOR A DAY 

OF PRAYER FOR OUR NATION AND ITS LEADERS 
 

On Saturday, 1/9/21, Archbishop William E. Lori called 
the faithful of the Archdiocese of Baltimore to an 
Archdiocesan Day of Prayer on 1/15/21 for our nation 
and its leaders in the aftermath of the recent violence 
in our nation’s capital. 
 

Noting that the United States has not seen such 
division since the Civil War, he stated in a message to 
parishioners, “Bitter partisan debate is nothing new. 
Political passion is nothing new. But a direct physical 
attack on members of the Congress is unprecedented 
and must never happen again. People died and were 
wounded in the attack. So too was our democracy 
wounded. We must not allow it to die.” 
 

The Archbishop echoed Theodore Roosevelt, who 
“famously said, the presidency is ‘a bully pulpit.’ That 
pulpit must never be used, directly or indirectly, to 
inflame blind passion. It should be used to unite our 
nation, in all its diversity, around its highest ideals.” 
 

http://www.knottscholar.org/


 

 

In keeping with the Catholic tradition of observing 
Friday as a day of penitence, he encouraged Catholics 
throughout the Archdiocese to pray, skip a meal, or 
reconcile with a person who has offended them. He 
also encouraged the faithful to pray for the members 
of the Maryland General Assembly, as they begin their 
legislative session. 
  

Finally, Archbishop Lori asked all Catholics to offer the 
Prayer for Civil Authorities on the evening prior to the 
presidential inauguration, which was composed in 
1791 by our nation’s first Catholic Archbishop, 
Archbishop John Carroll of Baltimore. 
  

To read the full text of Archbishop Lori’s message, go 
to this link: https://catholicreview.org/building-a-
nation-of-peace-and-justice/ 
 

 

VACCINES AND MEDICAL ETHICS 
Every new year brings with it fresh hope for new 
possibilities and new joys. This year is no exception, 
especially with the news of first deliveries of the highly 
anticipated COVID-19 vaccines. Many of you have 
asked about receiving or not receiving these vaccines. 
As is expected in such circumstances, reactions vary 
from excitement to reserved skepticism. I’ve received 
a number of questions about the ethics of how each of 
the vaccines were developed, so below are some 
helpful summaries. I’ve also included some references 
at the end, which you can easily find online. I begin 
with an excellent summary from the National Catholic 
Bioethics Center: 
 

The NCBC recognizes an ethical hierarchy among 
COVID-19 vaccines. Vaccines that do not use abortion-
derived cell lines in any phase of design, manufacture or 
testing are the best ethical choice if they are reasonably 
available, safe, and effective. Vaccines that do not use 
abortion-derived cell lines in the manufacturing process 
but did use them at one point in development, such as for 
confirmatory testing, are preferable to those that utilize 
abortion-derived cell lines in more than one phase of 
development and, in particular, in the manufacturing 
process. Nonetheless, for grave reasons, people could 
decide in good conscience to accept vaccines that use 
abortion-derived cell lines in their development and 
production to protect their own lives and health and that 
of others in the absence of any satisfactory alternative. 
The use of an ethically problematic vaccine, however, 
may be done only “under protest.” A person who discerns 
in conscience that he or she can take such a vaccine has 
an obligation to make known his or her opposition to 
abortion and the use of abortion-derived cell lines. 
People may legitimately discern in conscience that they 
cannot use a vaccine with some connection to abortion 
and such a refusal can be a courageous witness to help 
build a culture of life. The Catholic Church neither 
requires nor forbids the use of ethically problematic 
vaccines, but instead urges people to discern what 

decision to make after having carefully formed their 
consciences about the moral and prudential issues 
surrounding the vaccines that become available. (Please 
read it all at www.ncbcenter.org.  
 

Some excerpts from the statement by the US bishops: 
  

“Neither the Pfizer nor the Moderna vaccine involved the 
use of cell lines that originated in fetal tissue taken from 
the body of an aborted baby at any level of design, 
development or production. They are not completely free 
from any connection to abortion, however, as both Pfizer 
and Moderna made use of a tainted cell line for one of 
the confirmatory lab tests of their products. There is thus 
a connection, but it is relatively remote. Some are 
asserting that if a vaccine is connected in any way with 
tainted cell lines, then it is immoral to be vaccinated with 
them. This is an inaccurate portrayal of Catholic moral 
teaching. It may turn out, however, that one does not 
really have a choice of vaccine, at least, not without a 
lengthy delay in immunization that may have serious 
consequences for one’s health and the health of others. 
In such a case…it would be permissible to accept the 
AstraZeneca vaccine…We should be on guard so that 
the new COVID-19 vaccines do not desensitize us or 
weaken our determination to oppose the evil of abortion 
itself and the subsequent use of fetal cells in research.” 
 

Suggested online articles for your continued 
education:  
 

• “U.S. Bishop Chairmen for Pro-Life and Doctrine 
Address Ethical Concerns on the New COVID-19 
Vaccines,” Dec. 14, 2020. usccb.org 

• “How to Object to an Abortion-Tainted COVID-19 
Vaccine,” Stacy Trasancos, National Catholic Register, 
December 21, 2020. 
• “Is Mandating a COVID-19 Vaccine Ethical?” by Father 
Tad Pacholczyk, NCBC, September 2020. 
 

We continue to pray for all those working hard to 
develop and distribute these vaccines and for the 
safety and health of all. 

Blessings, 

Fr. Canisius 

 

 
 

Archbishop Lori will celebrate the annual Life is 
Beautiful Mass as the Basilica of the Assumption 
on Sunday, January 24th at 10:45am. All are 
welcome to join via the Archdiocesan Facebook 
page (www.facebook.com/archbalt) and YouTube 
channel (www.youtube.com/user/archbaltimore). 

https://www.archbalt.org/prayer-for-our-government-by-archbishop-john-carroll/
https://catholicreview.org/building-a-nation-of-peace-and-justice/
https://catholicreview.org/building-a-nation-of-peace-and-justice/
http://www.ncbcenter.org/
http://www.facebook.com/archbalt
http://www.youtube.com/user/archbaltimore
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