
ST. MARY STAR OF THE SEA CATHOLIC CHURCH 

PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING 

 MINUTES FOR MARCH, 2021  

 

Attendees:  Fr. Okoye, Steve Melaragno, Tim Kelty, Noe Castro, Deacon Felipe, and Johanna 

Blanchard.     

 

Meeting convened on 3/10/21 at 7:10 pm. with prayer and Scripture reading. 

 

February minutes were read and approved with revisions. 

 

Old Business 

 

 Discussed adding Sat 5:30 Mass sooner than July.  We can start after Easter if we have 

enough liturgical ministers for the Mass.  At this time, Fr. would like to ready the 

Somerville room for overflow.  Masses will continue at 50% capacity with masks. 

 Fr. talked about the need for Parish Council members to be visible and readily available 

to parishioners in order to be a voice for the parishioners at the Parish Council meetings. 

 IT work should be done by next week.  TVs in parish hall will be on both side walls. 

 No update on Parish Hall renovation 

 No update on Ignite 

 

 

New Business 

 

 Fr. would like to secure the laptop and camera in church.  Noe volunteered to construct a 

box/cabinet to house it.  Also discussed trying to make volume more uniform.  

Apparently the sound for the Spanish Choir is so loud it overpowers the sound of the 

Mass and people are complaining they can’t hear. 

 Fr. discussed his wishes to assign a church window to each of the ministries to decorate 

with the film to look like stained glass.  We will discuss this more later. 

 Festival will be on Parish grounds September 25/26.  The committee was looking at ideas 

to raise funds for the festival.  The suggestion was made that the normal food booth 

groups sell their food after Masses.  Fr. wants St. Mary’s to be known for a specific item 

for the festival,  ie  KC’s are known for fried chicken.  St. Mary’s could be known for 

their BBQ or as Steve suggested, our raffle, which has 17 cash prizes. 

 Fr. would like to encourage more fellowship after Masses.  He would like to have coffee 

and donuts after Masses every weekend and would like the Parish Council to initiate.  

Perhaps get each ministry to handle a month similar to the way we did the old Hospitality 

program.  Steve suggested St. Mary’s setting up an account with a standing order at 

Shipley’s for however many dozen of donuts.  The ministry could just go and pick up 

Sunday morning.  Tim will talk to Shipley’s to see if they have any special pricing to 

offer.  Steve will get a current list of ministries and leaders.  Plan to start this the weekend 

after Easter. 



 Fr. would like to replace the flooring in the office.  He would like to go with tile.  Steve 

suggested maybe a good quality vinyl to cut down on the noise.  Noe will work up a 

quote for replacing the flooring. 

 The Precious Blood Apostolate of which Fr. is the chaplain, will be meeting in the Parish 

Hall May 13-15 to hold their elections.  There are approximately 150 members.   

 

 

Deacon Felipe updated us on the Diocesan Parish Council.  He said approx. 20 people meet 

virtually to discuss what’s going on in the parishes.  He said it is very interesting and that there 

are active programs to combat issues such as racism and sexual abuse. 

 

Since Fr will be on retreat, we will not meet in April.  Our next meeting will be Wednesday, 

5/5/21, in the Parish Hall. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:15 PM with a prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Johanna Blanchard, Council Member   


