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HOLY DAY MASS 
Wednesday, December 7 — 6:30pm 

St. Joseph’s Church 

https://www.stjamesandstjoseph.org/


FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
 

    For all the world John the Baptist 
looked the part of a first century hippie 
with his long hair, rough coat and open 
sandals. The crowds flocked to hear him 
preach in stern uncompromising lan-
guage as he fearlessly denounced evil 
wherever he found it. His words were 
clear-cut in their simplicity. He came 
with a definite mission - to announce to 
the people that God's kingdom was at 
their doorstep and if they wanted to 
enter it their present approach to life 
needed to be changed. 
    John challenged people to reform 
their lives, to repent of their sins and 
undergo a baptism of purification in the 
Jordan. When a group of Pharisees and 
Sadducees approached, he confronted 
their complacency and warned them not 
to depend upon the good name of past 
generations. Being a descendant of Abra-
ham would count for nothing if good 

deeds were not evident in their lives. As 
a preacher, teacher and prophet John 
pointed beyond himself and was a sign-
post to the coming of Christ into the 
world.  
    The call of John to repentance is an 
urgent invitation for us to prepare a way 
for the Lord to come into our hearts. 
And when we come right down to it, 
that is what Advent is all about. Prepar-
ing to celebrate Christmas means renew-
ing our lives by acknowledging our need 
for Christ who is constantly calling us to 
higher things. John warns us that the 
greatest obstacle to the coming of Christ 
into our souls is sin. We have the free-
dom to accept or ignore his advice. Our 
faith reminds us that we have a responsi-
bility to make present the values of 
Christ wherever we go. This is not pos-
sible unless we are making a constant 
effort to root out the sin that keeps re-
curring in our lives. To settle for less is 

to treat Christ as if he 
were a passing guest 
and not a forceful 
presence influencing 
our actions. 
     Each Advent is an 
opportunity for us to 
come closer to Christ 
and deepen our relationship with him 
through prayer and repentance. His 
power is at work in our lives when we 
make peace with the family member 
we have rejected, the relatives we 
don't speak to, the neighbors we have 
fallen out with, the poor we have no 
time for and whose plight we don't 
want to know about. Breaking down 
these barriers will open the way for 
Christ to come to us and be born in 

our hearts at Christmas. 

PHOTO DIRECTORY  

APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE 
Anyone who would still like to be includ-

ed in the new photo directory for our 

parishes can schedule an appointment in 

December. Harman’s Studios will be at 

St. James Church for the final two days 

on Mon. Dec. 12 and Tues. Dec. 13, for 

parishioners from either parish to be 

photographed. To book an appointment 

go to our website, 

s t j a m e s a n d s t j o -

s e p h . o r g / p h o t o -

directory or for di-

rect access to the 

scheduling pages by 

scanning this code.  If 

those options don’t 

work for you, call or text Jessica at 920-

901-5502. Free photo and directory for 

all who are photographed. 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  
We are in need of four volunteers for 

Dec. 12 and 13 to assist the photogra-

phers at St. James. The shifts are from 

1:45-4:45pm and 4:45-7:45pm. You 

would be greeting and signing in parish-

ioners as they arrive. Please contact    

Jessica at 920-901-5502 or at           

Jessica@stjamescooperstown.org. 
 

EPI PEN TRAINING 
Epi pens can be a life saver from bee or 

wasp or other insect stings to food aller-

gies. Everyone is welcome to join in this 

training on Tuesday, December 6 in St. 

James Parish Hall at 6:00 pm. 
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  

SELLING CAR WASH GIFT CARDS 
This is the perfect Christmas or birthday 

gift. The Kwik Trip Car Wash card is 

good for five ultimate car washes, valued 

at $50, for only $36. Use at ANY Kwik 

Trip. Proceeds benefit All Saints School. 

To purchase, contact Jim Wavrunek at 

920-863-8071 before Dec. 31.  

 

St. James Church 

Sat.  Dec. 3 7:30 pm + Pat, Mabel and Francis Lyons 

Sun.  Dec. 4 8:00 am + Kenneth & Dorothy Dewane and Sheila Knuth 

Tue.  Dec. 6 8:00 am + Jeanette Wotachek  

Sat.  Dec. 10 7:30 pm + Robert, Alice, Dennis & Dick Schleis 

Sun.  Dec. 11 8:00 am + Edward and Lillian Schleis 

 

St. Joseph Church 

Sat.  Dec. 3 4:00 pm + Marie & Kenneth Young, and Deceased of Joseph &    

      Emma Phillip Family 

Sun.  Dec. 4 10:00am + Living & Deceased of Louis & Dorothy Resch Family 

Wed.  Dec. 7     No morning Mass  

  6:30 pm    Faith Formation Catechists and Students 

Sat.  Dec. 10 4:00 pm + Rita Tisler 

Sun.  Dec. 11 10:00am + Richard (Rick) Ebert and all Ebert Deceased 

 

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY 
Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10 

James 5:7-10 

Matthew 11:2-11 

 
 

 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING 
Saturday, Dec. 11 

Village of Denmark 

Carolers of all ages are welcome  
 

BELL RINGING 
Saturday, December 10  

Bay Park Square Mall in Green Bay 

Volunteers needed to collect donations 

for the Salvation Army 
 

Please let Jessica (920-883-7357) or  

Patty (920-660-8064) know  

if you plan to participate. 

YOUTH MINISTRY 

HAPPENINGS 

mailto:Jessica@stjamescooperstown.org


GIVING TREE  
This year St. James is 
having a “Giving Tree” 
rather than a “Mitten 
Tree.” The ornaments 
on the tree in back of 
church list items needed 
by St. John’s Ministries 
in Green Bay. Please 
take an ornament and then bring the 
unwrapped item back to church by Sun-
day, Dec. 18.  Thanks for participating! 
 

GREETING CARD DISPLAY MOVED 
There’s always someone special on your 
Christmas list to send a holiday card to. 
Look no further than the back entrance 
of our church for beautiful, original cards. 
They have beautifully matted photos with 

religious themes, local interest, or scen-
ery. $3.00 each, and all donations go to 
the Good Samaritan Fund. 
 

FAITH FORMATION   
Wednesday, December 7  

6:30pm Immaculate Conception Holy 

Day Mass for all Faith Formation families 

at St. Joseph’s. This Mass is our ‘class’ 

that night and attendance is expected. 
 

Churchtime:  Sunday, Dec. 4, 11, 18 

 

CHRISTMAS DECORATING 
Extra hands are needed to help trim our 

Church for Christmas. Volunteers should 

stay after the morning Mass on Sunday, 

Dec. 18. All help is appreciated! 

 

CHRISTMAS MUSIC CD’S 
Those who enjoy the Sunday morning 

music from our choir may be interested 

in a recording of Christmas music they 

have made on CD. They are available for 

sale during December in the office at St. 

James for a suggested donation of $10.00 

that will be used for charity. 

 

PRAYER SHAWL GATHERING 
Monday, December 5—-1:00pm 

 

BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING 
Wednesday, December 7—5:00pm 

 

FAITH FORMATION  
Wed. Dec. 7   6:30pm               

Holy Day Mass  

 

Churchtime 

 Sunday, Dec. 4, 11, 18 

 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 

If you would like to honor a loved one 

that is spending Christmas with Jesus this 

year, you can make a donation towards 

the beautiful poinsettias that decorate 

our church. Donations may be made until 

Monday, Dec. 19th.  Memorials with the 

names of your loved ones will be pub-

lished in the Christmas bulletin. Please 

remember to mark your donation enve-

lope with the name you want listed on 

the memorial. You can place these enve-

lopes in the offertory collection or the 

envelope box in the back of church. Or, 

mail your donation to the parish office.   

 

HOLIDAY CARE NOTES  

The first couple years after the loss of a 

loved one can be very difficult, even 

more so during the Holidays.  If you find 

yourself struggling with this loss, please 

seek out the Holiday Care Notes in the 

rack in back of church. 

 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR 2023 
We are now scheduling Mass Intentions 

for 2023.  To reserve a Mass, please call 

Ruth at church on Wednesdays or call or 

email the office.  Each mass intention is 

$10.00. If you sponsor the Sanctuary 

Light for a week, it is $5.  It is also $5.00 

for sponsoring the Hosts & Wine for a 

week.  When you send in or drop off 

your check/money, please remember to 

add a note what it is for.  

 

THANK YOU 

Thank you to everyone who participated 

in the Retired Veterans Collection for 

the Wisconsin Veterans Home at King.  

It was a beautiful display of appreciation 

for the sacrifices that these men and 

women made for our country.  We are 

so blessed to have the freedoms that 

they fought for! 

 

CLEANING  TEAMS 
Dec. 17   Team Burbach 

Team Bonk   Dec. 31 

 

WEEK OF DECEMBER 4 

Sanctuary Light and Hosts & Wine 

In Memory of  Russell Ebert 

ST.  JAM ES PARISH  

 

ST.  JOSEPH PARISH  

 

WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP  
Two Weekends 

 

St. James Parish 

Sacrificial Giving $6949.00 

Loose $510.00 
 

St. Joseph Parish 

Sacrificial Giving $1846.86 

Loose $500.00 
Make an Online 

Gift 

GIVING 
TREE 

RELIGIOUS RETIREMENT COLLECTION  

NEXT WEEKEND  
On Dec. 10-11, our parishes will take a Re-

tirement Collection to benefit two groups of 

people who have served us faithfully. We will 

have the opportunity to give to the National 

Retirement Fund for Religious, which helps 

our retired sisters, brothers and religious 

order priests. And, secondly, to donate to 

the retirement needs of the senior priests in 

the Diocese of Green Bay. You may donate 

to both of these groups, or just to one. Please 

use the envelopes provided. 

St. James 

Goal:  $225,000 

Amt. Raised:  $253,010 

Percentage Raised 107% 

Number of Gifts:  60 

 

St. Joseph 

Goal:  $100,000 

Amt. Raised:  $112,650 

Percentage Raised 113% 

Number of Gifts:  28 


