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Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God 

https://www.stjamesandstjoseph.org/


FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
 

As a fresh and unstained New Year 
opens before us we go through a gate-
way to walk a path we have not known 
before. The old year may have had its 
days of sorrows, misfortune, loss and 
pain but all that was good about it we 
still carry with us as memories that can 
always warm and gladden our hearts. 
We feel a twinge of sadness about its 
passing and a reluctance as we look to-
wards the future, for each New Year is 
a time of great expectation. Before this 
year comes to an end some of us may 
have completed our earthly journey and 
entered the house of our eternity. 
 

A week ago, we celebrated the birth of 
our Savior, born of a pure and humble 
virgin; the angels sang, the shepherds 
came and went, the Magi following a 
star emerged from the mist, offered 
their gifts and faded into the shadows. 
The gospel tells us that Mary treasured 

all these happenings in her heart. What 
her thoughts were then we do not 
know, because her child was wrapped in 
mystery. She had to live her life as a 
mother, relying heavily on her trust in 
almighty God. She must have often re-
called the events of Bethlehem and pon-
dered deeply about their meaning. All 
the visitors who arrived there had eyes 
of faith for her son. 
 
The New Year begins with the Solemni-
ty of Mary, the Mother of God, a feast 
which celebrates a mysterious union 
between God and a woman. 'When the 
appointed time came God sent his Son, 
born of a woman, to redeem the sub-
jects of the Law and enable us to be 
adopted as sons.' (Gal: 4. 4-4) The 
church puts forward Mary to guide us 
on our journey of faith through this val-
ley of tears. Although she was singled 
out to be the mother of our Savior, she 
was a woman who had to walk in faith 

and for whom belief 
was a constant strug-
gle. She did not enjoy 
an easy life. At the 
birth of her Son she 
had nowhere to call a 
home. At his death she 
stood silently at the 
cross, hardly understanding all that was 
happening. As a mother, she was the 
great giver who formed Christ and 
made him fully human. She will form us 
and bring us close to her Son if, in the 
coming year, we put ourselves under 
her protection. Even our sorrows and 
sacrifices will be turned into joys and 
gladness beyond our imagining. There is 
surely no better way of starting the year 
than celebrating the day that Mary be-
came the mother of God. 

 

St. James Church 

Sat.  Dec. 31 7:30 pm +  Arlene and Junior Skaleski and Debbie Petrich 

Sun.  Jan. 1 8:00 am +  Dan Johnson 

Tue.  Jan. 3 8:00 am     Communion Service 

Sat.  Jan. 7 7:30 pm +  Eleanor Finnel and Marilyn Finnel 

Sun.  Jan. 8 8:00 am +  Deacon Bob, Sylvester, Dorothy and Joe Wavrunek 

   

St. Joseph Church 

Sat.  Dec. 31 4:00 pm + Rose Tadych and Marion Mleziva 

Sun.  Jan. 1 10:00am    Living and Deceased Parishioners of St. Joseph’s 

Wed.  Jan 4 8:15 am    Communion Service 

Sat.  Jan. 7 4:00 pm + Jack Tisler, Ryan Schenian and Carrie Tisler Grall 

Sun.  Jan. 8 10:00am    Sick and Shut-ins of St. Joseph’s Parish 

 

READINGS FOR JANUARY 8, 2023 
Isaiah 60:1-6 

Ephesians 3:2-31, 5-6 

Matthew 2:1-12 

2023 CHURCH CALENDARS 
The new liturgical calendars are  now 

available. Thank you to Cotter Funeral 

Homes and Crematory, and The Rein-

bold & Pfeffer Family Funeral Services 

for donating them again this year. Please 

help yourself. 

 

SUBMIT A PHOTO FOR THE 

NEW DIRECTORY 
Parishioners who were unable to be 

photographed by Harman’s Studios may 

submit a photo of themselves  for the 

directory. Email the jpeg file of the pic-

ture to your parish office, and then re-

mit a payment of $15 to your parish 

office via regular mail or in the collection 

basket. Our directory won’t be com-

plete without you, so please consider 

this option.  

MESSAGE FROM FATHER SANTY 
Dear Friends, 

    As you know, St. James and St. Joseph 

Parishes have been participating in the one 

by One campaign for several months now. 

It is with deep gratitude that I am able to  

announce that both parishes have reached 

(and exceeded) their campaign goals. 

    This would not be possible without the 

help of all the volunteers and families who 

prayerfully discerned and sacrificially gave 

to the campaign to make our dreams be-

come a reality.  

    If you have not yet given to one by 

One, you can still make a donation 

through the Catholic Foundation web-

site at one.catholicfoundationgb.org/give/ 

May God bless you and your loved ones 

abundantly.  

          Father Santy 

WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP  
St. James Parish 

Sacrificial Giving $ 2689.00 

Loose $ 410.00 
 

St. Joseph Parish 

Sacrificial Giving $ 880.00 

Loose $ 252.00 

Deacon Cal Naidl 

January 3 

BELL RINGING DURING MASS 
You may have noticed that the altar bells 

are being rung at an additional time dur-

ing Mass. This is being done with intent to 

allow us the opportunity to use the sound 

to become more deeply aware of the 

importance of what is occurring. The bells 

are now rung a single time at the epiclesis 

during the Eucharistic prayers. This is the 

moment in the prayers that the Holy Spir-

it is called down to change the bread and 

wine into the Body and Blood of Christ. 

As you hear them ring, you are given the 

opportunity to become even more aware 

of the great miracle that is taking place. 



CONGRATULATIONS! 
Ariana Pantzlaff, a 2nd Grader from St. 
James Faith Formation Program, received 
a Certificate of Participation from Tom 
Bekkers, of the Denmark Knights of Co-
lumbus, in recognition of the poster she 
submitted for the "Keeping Christ in 
Christmas Contest. Ariana is the daugh-
ter of Nick and Michelle Pantzlaff and her 
entry will advance to the Diocesan level. 
 

FAITH FORMATION 
Wednesday, January 4 

6:00-7:15 pm Grades 1-6       
7:30-8:45 pm Grades 7-10    

 

Grade 11 follows the Confirmation 

Schedule:  Sunday January 15th – 8am 

Mass of Enrollment, followed by retreat   
    
Churchtime 
Sunday, 8am Mass:  January 8, 15, 22, 29  
                                                                                                         

A HUGE THANK YOU 
God bless everyone who contributed to 

the Giving Tree that benefited St. John’s 

Ministries, which supports the homeless.  

Items were delivered last week and they 

were most grateful for our donations! 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

DINNER & DANCE PLANNING 
Be sure to pick up your envelope from 
the back of church this weekend for all 
the news about the upcoming Dinner & 
Dance. In it, you’ll also find a cut-off slip 
to include with your donation.  
     Volunteers are needed to assist with 
making phone calls to area businesses. 
You can select those you wish to contact 
by attending a meeting on Monday, Janu-
ary 2 at 6:00pm in the parish hall. 
 
MASS INTENTIONS FOR 2023  
Mass intentions are being scheduled into 
2023 and are filling up fast! We have 
Tuesdays, Saturdays, and Sundays availa-
ble. If you would like to arrange for a 
Mass, please call the office or email:   
Jessica@stjamescooperstown.org for open 
dates. There is a $10 stipend per Mass. 
 

JANUARY PRAYER SHAWL MEETING 
If you knit or crochet you are welcome to 
join this group that prays while creating 
shawls or lap blankets for those with a 

serious illness or those who have recently 
lost a loved one. Check out our group on 
Mon., Jan. 9 at 1:00 pm in the church hall.  

 

THROUGH THE WATERS OF 

BAPTISM PLEASE WELCOME 
 

Sage Marie Maigatter 
Daughter of Ryan and Renee Maigatter 

December 18, 2022 
 

Valkerie Annette and  
Tiberius Alexander Wotachek 

Daughter and Son of 
Justin and Katherine Wotachek 

January 1, 2023 

 

ST.  JOSEPH PARISH  

ST.  JAM ES PARISH  

THANK YOU  
Thank you to everyone who helped to 
make our Christmas celebrations won-
derful. Thank you to the vocalists and 
musicians who gave us beautiful music at 
each mass. Thank you to the decorating 
committee for making our church look 
festive and beautiful.  Thank you to eve-

ryone who donated money towards the 
Christmas flowers that adorned our al-
tar. And thank you to all of our volunteer 
ministers who give their time to help at 
each mass.  
 

FAITH FORMATION  
Wed. January 4   All Grades    6:30 pm 
 

COLLECTING CANCELED STAMPS   
Please continue to save your canceled 
stamps for the Rosary Society. They col-
lect them all year long for the Friars of 
Pulaski for their projects. Please look for 
the container in the church entrance 
where you can leave the stamps.   
 

PRAYER CHAIN  

BY TEXT AND EMAIL  
We are expanding our Prayer Chain to 
include those who would like to request 
a needed prayer a needed prayer but 
prefer to send it via a text, or email and 
not a phone call.  If you would like a 
prayer said or you wish to get on the 

prayer chain to pray for someone, you 
now have three options.  Call Jeanette at 
(920)732-3405, or email the office: stjo-
seph@tm.net or text your request to 
(920)905-5284. 
 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR 2023  
Remember a loved one on their birthday 
or anniversary date in 2023 by having a 
mass offered for them. To schedule a 
mass, please call Ruth at church on 
Wednesdays. You can also call or email 
the office anytime. Each mass has a stipend 
of $10.00. If you sponsor the sanctuary 
light for a week, it is $5. It is also $5. for 
sponsoring the hosts and wine for a week.  

 

CLEANING TEAMS 
Jan. 14 Team Fogeltanz  
Jan. 28 Team Ebert 

 

WEEK OF JANUARY 1 

Sanctuary Light and Hosts & Wine 

Jack Tisler, Ryan Schenian and  

Carrie Tisler Grall 

COOKIES FOR SHUT-INS 
Thank you to all those who baked 

cookies for our shut-ins, and  to the 

Social Concerns Committee who 

packaged up the donated cookies and 

delivered them.  

Saturday, February 25, 2023 
Gatherings  43  


