
The author of The Cloud of Unknow‐
ing prays, “That which I am and the
way that I am, with all my gifts of
nature and grace, you have given to
me, O Lord, and you are all this. I offer
it all to you, principally to praise you
and to help my fellow Christians and
myself.” Knowing that God sustains us
in being is the key to faith. All that we
need to do is to love God as God is
and the rest will begin to fall into place.
God made us in His image and desires
that we have life. God also desires that
we be healed of all of our wounds, es‐
pecially those caused by sin, and
know his loving touch. Being weighed
down by negativity, imperfections, the
cares of the world, and weakness is
not something that God desires.
Faith can profoundly change how

we see God, ourselves, and one an‐

other. It gives a clearer lens through
which to see life and connects us with
the powerful virtues of love and hope.
Three friends journeying with us
through all that we encounter, faith,
hope, and love, help us experience
God’s embrace and heal us. All we
have to do is let God be who God is
and not foolishly try to make Him into
what we need or want Him to be.
Without God we cease to be. It’s that
simple. The very blood that flows
through my veins and the life that I
have come directly from Divine origins.
With this knowledge of who God is and
who I am, I can open my ears and hear
the powerful words Jesus speaks, “Do
not be afraid, just have faith.” Trust be‐
gins.
When we are struggling, we naturally

reach out for God because we know

that a divine remedy is the only rem‐
edy. But, in doing so we wrestle with
letting God take charge. We want
something more miraculous and vis‐
ible than the obvious and have diffi‐
culty in finding consolation simply
resting in God’s presence. Our naked
being, stripped of any pretence or self-
serving agenda, is being called to rest
in and love the uncreated Presence of
God. Reach out in love to God. Ask
God to heal you from all that separates
you from Him. Put aside any ideas of
God that create barriers between you
and God’s tender and endearing pres‐
ence. The Cloud of Unknowing leaves
us with wisdom, “think of yourself and
of him in the same way, that is, with
the simple awareness that he is as he
is and that you are as you are.” This is
a meeting of two friends who desire
nothing more than to share life to‐
gether.

First Reading
But by the envy of the devil, death
entered the world, and they who belong
to his company experience it. (Wis 2:24)

Psalm
I will praise you, Lord, you have rescued
me.

Second Reading
Not that others should have relief while
you are burdened, but that as a matter
of equality your abundance at the
present time should supply their needs,
so that their abundance may also supply
your needs, that there may be equality.
(2 Cor 8:13-14)

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!
Your words are spirit, Lord, and they are
life; you have the message of eternal life.
Alleluia!

Gospel
He took the child by the hand and said
to her, “Talitha koun,” which means,

“Little girl, I say to you, arise!” (Mk 5:41)

Touching the Cloak of Christ
Look to today’s Gospel and you’ll find
one of the most arresting images in all
of Scripture. Christ in a crowd, every‐
one clamouring for his attention,
pressing against him. Several feet
away, is a chronically ill woman, weak

and desperate for help. She knows
she doesn’t have a chance of getting
his attention. She has no connections.
She has no strength. All she can do is
lift up her hand.
So that’s what she does. She

reaches out.
There comes a time, or maybe sev‐

eral times, in each of our lives when
we become this woman. We’re tired
and we’re sick. Is it with sin? With
fear? With anger? It doesn’t matter.
Whatever it is, it’s made us weak, and
we feel like we’ve run out of options.
We’ve looked for help and come up
empty. We’ve consulted friends and
gotten nowhere. We’re lost in the
crowd of life, unable to stick our heads
above the pressing throng to wave for
help.

And there is Christ, always passing
by us. The hem of his cloak is never far
from our grasp. We have no hope of a
big miracle like the synagogue leader.
We don’t even bother asking for that.
But that cloak ... we can touch that
cloak. That’s something we can do.
Do we do it, though? Do we have

the confidence of that sick, beaten-
down woman who knew so totally that
healing was there for the taking? Or do
we retreat back into the crowd, stum‐
bling back home with our pain and our
sinfulness? Reach out, friends. How‐
ever, whatever, whenever — reach out.
Christ will not fail you.

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
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Reflecting on the Gospel

“Do not be
afraid, just
have faith.”
God does
not rejoice
in our de‐
mise or our
d e s t r u c ‐
t i o n .
Rather, He
made us in
his image
and de‐
sires that
we have
life. He
also de‐
sires that
we be
healed and know His loving touch.
There is great power in an embrace
offered in love. The touch of another
can heal wounds and restore life.
There is also power in faith. Faith can
turn us toward the truth and turn us to‐
ward God. Both love and faith can lead
us to hope that no matter what we en‐
counter, God will continue to sustain
us in being. He will not allow us to per‐
ish. God can profoundly change how
we see Him, ourselves, and one an‐
other. God desires that we turn toward
Him and be healed of all that wounds
and binds us so that we can be free
and enjoy the fullness of life. We are
asked to arise and walk proudly with
this life-giving faith. Reach out and
share this faith with someone this
week so that they too can receive
God’s life changing embrace and heed
His call to wholeness. There are many
in our world wandering around aim‐
lessly without hope. Bring it to them.
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27 THIRTEENTH
SUNDAY (B)

28 Monday
St Irenaeus

29 SS PETER AND
PAUL

30 Wednesday
First Martyrs of Rome

1 Thursday
St Oliver Plunkett

2 Friday

3 Saturday
St Thomas, Apostle

4 FOURTEENTH
SUNDAY (B)

Wis 1:13-15; 2:23-24/Ps 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11, 12, 13 [2a]/2 Cor 8:7, 9, 13-15/Mk 5:21-43

10.30 Mass St Mary’s David Bellamy (RIP)
17.00 Mass St Mary’s People of the Parish

Gn 18:16-33/Ps 103:1b-2, 3-4, 8-9, 10-11 [8a]/Mt 8:18-22
12.05 Mass St Mary’s Ints of Bernie McDonough
19.00 Vigil Mass St Cecilia’s Holy Souls

Acts 12:1-11/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [5]/2 Tm 4:6-8, 17-18/Mt 16:13-19
12.05 Mass St Mary’s Winnie Robson (RIP)

Gn 21:5, 8-20a/Ps 34:7-8, 10-11, 12-13 [7a]/Mt 8:28-34
12.05 Mass St Mary’s Ints of Paula Gibson (80th B’day)

Gn 22:1b-19/Ps 115:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9 [9]/Mt 9:1-8
10.30 Mass St Cecilia’s Cicely Carpenter (RIP)
12.05 Mass St Mary’s NO MASS
20.00 Mass St Mary’s Opening Mass of the 40 Hours’ Devotion

Gn 23:1-4, 19; 24:1-8, 62-67/Ps 106:1b-2, 3-4a, 4b-5 [1b]/Mt 9:9-13
12.05 Mass St Mary’s Doud Mass Fund

Eph 2:19-22/Ps 117:1bc, 2 [Mk 16:15]/Jn 20:24-29
10.00 Mass St Mary’s Closing Mass of the 40 Hours’ Devotion
18.00 Vigil Mass St Cecilia’s Patrick Farrell (RIP)

Ez 2:2-5/Ps 123:1-2, 2, 3-4 [2cd]/2 Cor 12:7-10/Mk 6:1-6a

10.30 Mass St Mary’s Ints of Molly South
17.00 Mass St Mary’s People of the Parish

40 Hours’ Devotion
The 40 Hours’ Adoration
is starting this week!
Have you decided yet
what time you’re going
to give to Jesus? Have
you thought yet how you
are going to volunteer to
steward or what other
ways you might help?
We’ve broken the 40

hours into individual hours of prayer. Some of these
will be silent and other are hours of guided prayer.
Have a look at the timetable at the back of the
church or on the parish website to see the full list.
When you enter the church you will need to

provide your contact tracing details or scan the QR
code for the NHS Track & Trace app. Face masks
and social distancing must be observed as usual.
Additionally, there will be sanitising wipes available.
We are asking that everyone cleans the bench and
kneeler where they were sitting with a wipe before
leaving the church.
In front of the Blessed Sacrament will be candles

for you to light, a basket to place your prayer inten‐
tions and space to place any flowers you might
bring to offer before the Lord. Please be careful with
the candles and hot wax.
During the night, we will close the main door to

the church on Bridge street and open the side door
to the Mercy Chapel. If you are coming for any of the
late night or overnight hours please use this en‐
trance and exit.
On the parish website there are links to resources

you may wish to use for prayer during the 40 Hours’
Devotion.
Please note that in order to prepare the Church

there will be no lunchtime Mass in St Mary’s on
Thursday; however, there is Mass at St Cecilia’s at
10:30 and the opening Mass of the 40 Hours’ Devo‐
tion is at 8pm. The lunchtime Mass on Friday will be
as usual.
The closing Mass on Saturday at 10 am will re‐

place the usual 11am Mass. Bishop Robert will
come to celebrate the Mass with us. The usual limits
on capacity will, unfortunately, be in place and so we
may have to close the doors. Make sure you come
early if you want to attend.
This is going to be a time of grace and blessing for

us as individuals, a parish and as a deanery. Please
pray for the success of the devotion and please
come along to spend time before the Lord.

Saints Peter & Paul
Thursday is the Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul
and is a holy day of obligation, although the obliga‐
tion to attend Mass is still suspended because of the
coronavirus.

First Reading: We learn from the Jewish Wisdom
writer that God did not create death; rather, death
entered the world because of the envy of the devil.
How does this insight shape your understanding of
death?
Second Reading: Paul encourages the wealthier be‐
lievers in Corinth to share their surplus wealth with
those in need in the church in Jerusalem. What do
you find interesting in Paul’s appeal?
Gospel: In these two separate miracle stories, Jesus
heals Jairus’ daughter and the haemorrhaging wo‐
man because of their faith in Jesus. How does your
faith in Jesus bring about healing in your life?

It’s the little things that matter most. Just think that
with all the crowds pushing and jostling around Je‐
sus, all desperate to touch him, he noticed the
gentle, hesitant touch on the fringe of his garment
from the woman with the haemorrhage. How did he
notice that?
The answer, I think is that because it was so im‐

portant to the woman, it was important to Jesus. He
cares about our cares, he knows our troubles and
griefs. He want’s to be there with us through it all.
Since even the woman’s hesitant, fearful reaching
out to Jesus was enough for him to notice and re‐
spond, that should give us hope too.

Jesus is waiting for us. He’s longing for us to
make the slightest move toward him so that he can
reach out with his power and his love. He’s waiting
for us to recognise that the hole in our heart can only
be filled by him. He’s longing for us to place all our
burdens onto him.
On Thursday evening, starting at 8pm and for the

next forty hours, Jesus will be waiting for us in St
Mary’s. It’s our opportunity to reach out to him with
whatever is in our minds our hearts, to lay before
him all that has happened to us during the pandemic
and all the effects we still feel. It is also our chance
to lay before him our fiends and families
and our hopes and dreams for their’s
and our futures. As in the gospel, Jesus
will be passing our way. Are you going
to reach out a hand and touch him?
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Bernadette, Jean
Maureen, Christopher,
Paula, Liz, Peter,
Emilia, Jean, Teresa,
Cath and Norman, the
sick sisters at Oaklea,
David, Marion, Shaun,
Audrey, Dave

Robert Guy

If you would like a
name added to our
prayer list, please
email or call the parish
office.

Question: What is the
“Miraculous Medal” and
why is it called that?
Answer: The medal of
the Immaculate Concep‐
tion that has come to be
called simply the “Mira‐
culous Medal” dates
back to an apparition of

Mary to Saint Catherine Labouré, who was then a
novice sister with the Daughters of Charity. On
November 27, 1830, Our Lady appeared to her
standing on a globe, with shafts of light streaming
from her hands and the words, “O Mary, conceived
without sin, pray for us who have recourse to thee,”
surrounding the image. In the same vision, Cather‐
ine saw a capital “M” with a cross above it and be‐
low two hearts. Catherine seemed to hear a voice
telling her to have what she saw struck as a medal
and a promise that those who wore the medal would
have the protection and intercession of the Mother
of God. The first 1,500 of medals were distributed in
1832. Many miraculous flavours were attributed to
the use of the medal.
Saint Catherine’s “Miraculous Medal” is among

the recognisable and popular symbols of modern
Catholicism. Reflecting on its widespread use, the
2001 Vatican document, “Directory on Popular Piety
and Liturgy,” observes that the medal “recalls the
mystery of Redemption, the love of the Sacred Heart
of Jesus and of the Sorrowful Heart of Mary. It signi‐
fies the mediatory role of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
the mystery of the Church, the relationship between
Heaven and earth, this life and eternal life.”
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