
It’s all so ordinary that we can easily
miss it. The seagulls hunting and
diving for mollusks at the beach offer a
display of determination and precision
as they gather their food for the day.
It’s simply what these creatures do.
Yet, there’s a magical artfulness and
skill to their work that speaks volumes
about the One who breathed life into
their being. This is pretty much the
way it is with God’s presence. God
comes in common ways through com‐
mon things and ordinary people.
Sadly, we are so engulfed in our little
worlds of order and ideas to notice the
beauty and wonder of it all. Many have
numbed themselves to the Divine
spark at the essence of all life because
that’s just the way it is. What’s so spe‐
cial about it? A sunset is a sunset and
a seagull is a seagull. That’s precisely
what they thought about Jesus too.
After all, isn’t he just the carpenter’s

son? Wh at merit can his words pos‐
sibly have?

If we’re looking for God to come in
an event that is so dramatic and in‐
tense that it knocks our socks off, then
think again. When pondering God’s re‐
lationship with His people and God’s
action in our lives, we have to go back
to the stable and the recurring, creat‐
ive, unending power of God’s pres‐
ence. It was a quiet, run of the mill kind
of night. There was nothing spectacu‐
lar or extraordinary. To the naked eye,
a woman gave birth to a child and
there wasn’t anything extraordinary to
see. We have a hard time understand‐
ing God’s ordinary-ness. Jesus grew
up in an ordinary town, had neigh‐
bours and did normal human things.
Perhaps that’s why we don’t always
like the Gospel. It doesn’t dazzle us
with extraordinary things but simply
challenges us to take a different look

at our ordinary stuff. That makes us
uncomfortable. We prefer things as
they are. Our lack of faith can even
cause us to take offence at what Jesus
says and does, dismissing it as folly.

God’s life-giving presence contin‐
ues to sustain that seagull in flight and
keep all things in being regardless of
whether we have the faith to see and
understand this. Our personal agen‐
das, preconceived ideas, misconcep‐
tions, and expectations can often
cause us to be hardened and blinded
to what God is doing or desiring to do.
While God continues to do what he has
done for all eternity, faith is needed for
God’s presence to bear fruit. The
blinders we wear and the expectations
we bring to life can often prevent us
from seeing graced moments that ra‐
diate with God’s graceful presence.
They also prevent God’s transforming,
healing, and hope filled vision for our
world from being realised. Without
faith, God won’t be able to do much
for us either.

First Reading
But you shall say to them: Thus says the
Lord GOD! And whether they heed or
resist — for they are a rebellious house
— they shall know that a prophet has
been among them. (Ez 2:4-5)

Psalm
Our eyes are on the Lord till he shows us
his mercy.

Second Reading
I will rather boast most gladly of my
weaknesses, in order that the power of
Christ may dwell with me. (2 Cor 12:9)

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!
The Word was made flesh and lived
among us: to all who did accept him he
gave power to become children of
God.Alleluia!

Gospel
Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not
without honour except in his native place
and among his own kin and in his own
house.” (Mk 6:4)

The Prophecy of You and Me
Prophet. There’s a heaviness to this
word. It’s weighted down with mean‐
ing. We think of prophets and we think
of Charlton Heston with wild hair and

a booming voice, reaching out his
hand to work wonders of nature by the
grace of God. We think of prophets
and we think of ancient Biblical history
— someone far away, someone so re‐
moved from our everyday life. A
prophet is someone who knows
something we don’t.

When I let you in on this secret, it
might scare you at first: in a way, God
is calling you to be a prophet. He is
calling me. He is calling anyone who
hears the truth of the Gospel. How‐
ever, there is no need for the mega‐
phone and the wild locusts. This
prophet gig might not be what you’re
thinking.

What does a prophet do? He hears

and testifies to the truth, even when
it’s uncomfortable, even when it’s un‐
popular, even when it results in, as
Paul says, “weaknesses, insults, hard‐
ships, persecutions and constraints.”
A prophet doesn’t have to be smart or
rich or ordained; heck, he doesn’t
even have to be particularly willing.

All a prophet has to do is listen to
the truth. The truth we receive from
Christ, through the Gospel and the
sacraments, is a mighty gift. But it is a
gift that we are not meant to simply
keep for ourselves. In possessing it,
we are compelled to also pass it on, to
share it, to let the Spirit set us on our
feet.
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
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Reflecting on the Gospel

God never
ceases to
p ro c l a im
His Word.
His life-
g i v i n g
presence
continues
to sustain
all things
and keep
them in be‐
ing regard‐
less of
w h e t h e r
there is the
faith to re‐
ceive or
p e r c e i v e
Him. Our personal agendas, precon‐
ceived ideas, misconceptions, and ex‐
pectations can often cause us to be so
hard of heart and obstinate that we fail
to see what God is trying to do. While
God remains ever present, faith is ne‐
cessary for God’s power to bear fruit.
As we celebrate our country’s inde‐
pendence, let us not forget the differ‐
ence between liberties and freedom.
While the liberties we have are most
welcome treasures, only freedom from
what blinds, deceives, and weighs us
down can bring happiness. God is all
about healing, transformation, and
hope. In order for God to do what God
does best, we have to invite Him in
and see Him for who he is. Otherwise,
God’s will for humanity will be some‐
thing at which we simply take offence,
a common reaction when something
challenges or unsettles us.
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4 FOURTEENTH
SUNDAY (B)

5 Monday
St Anthony
Zecccaria

6 Tuesday
St Maria Goretti

7 Wednesday

8 Thursday

9 Friday

10 Saturday

11 FIFTEENTH
SUNDAY (B)

Ez 2:2-5/Ps 123:1-2, 2, 3-4 [2cd]/2 Cor 12:7-10/Mk 6:1-6a
10.30 Mass St Mary’s Ints of Molly South
17.00 Mass St Mary’s People of the Parish

Gn 28:10-22a/Ps 91:1-2, 3-4, 14-15 ab [cf. 2b]/Mt 9:18-26
12.05 Mass St Mary’s Ints of Joe & Vera Coyne

Gn 32:23-33/Ps 17:1b, 2-3, 6-7ab, 8b and 15 [15a]/Mt 9:32-38
12.05 Mass St Mary’s Sheila Ward (RIP)

Gn 41:55-57; 42:5-7a, 17-24a/Ps 33:2-3, 10-11, 18-19 [22]/Mt
10:1-7
12.05 Mass St Mary’s Living and dead members of
Legion of Mary

Gn 44:18-21, 23b-29; 45:1-5/Ps 105:16-17, 18-19, 20-21
[5a]/Mt 10:7-15
10.00 Confessions St Cecilia’s
10.30 Mass St Cecilia’s Ints. of Fr Michael Sweeney
12.05 Mass St Mary’s Winnie Robson (RIP)

Gn 46:1-7, 28-30/Ps 37:3-4, 18-19, 27-28, 39-40 [39a]/Mt
10:16-23
12.05 Mass St Mary’s Intents of Norah Doherty

Gn 49:29-32; 50:15-26a/Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7 [cf. Ps 69:33]/Mt
10:24-33
10.15 Confessions St Mary’s
11.00 Mass St Mary’s Patrick Donohue (RIP)
18.00 Vigil Mass St Cecilia’s Les Mitchinson (RIP)

40 Hours’ Devotion
Thank-you Jesus!
Thank-you for all the
prayers answered, all the
broken and wounded
people you healed;
thank-you for all the mir‐
acles; thank-you for all
the lives you touched
during the 40 hours of
prayer and devotion;

thank-you for coming among us and staying with us.
Thank-you also to everyone who came along to

spend time with Jesus. Thank-you for the flowers,
for your prayers and for your support.

A special thank-you goes also to everyone who
lead an hour of prayer, especially the children and
pupils at our Catholic schools. Thank-you for the
time and effort you put into preparing and in leading
us in prayer.

Confessions at St Cecilia’s
A priest will be available to hear confessions before
the 10.30 Thursday morning Mass.

Summer Holidays
Whatever your plans are for the summer holidays -
whether you’re going to risk going overseas, get a
weekend away in the UK or if you’re just going to
stay local we hope you find time to relax and refresh
yourselves.

After all the activity of the 40 Hours’ Devotion
we’re not going to be taking it easy. Like everyone
else, we hope that the covid restrictions continue to
ease. In the autumn we’re planning to relaunch our
ministries as well as start some new activities. God
has just started with us and he’s got even bigger
plans. So, have a good rest over the summer be‐
cause God will be keeping us busy come the au‐
tumn!

First Reading: Today’s reading is an excerpt from
the prophetic call Ezekiel received while in exile in
Babylon (Ez 1:1-3:27). The Lord commissioned
Ezekiel to go and confront the “rebellious house” of
Israel. How do you imagine the Israelites received
Ezekiel’s message?
Second Reading: Paul learned that the “thorn in his
flesh” taught him to be humble and dependent upon
God’s grace alone. Where do you see God’s grace
most present in your life?
Gospel: Jesus was “amazed” at the lack of faith his
fellow Nazareans had in him, suggesting Jesus ex‐
pected a different response. Why do you think the
villagers of Nazareth “took offence” at Jesus?

Too often the voices in our head telling us we can’t
do something, or that we’re no good, or that we’re
bad in some way, or that people think badly of us…
too often those voices aren’t from us, or from God,
they’re the voices of other people projecting their
misconceptions and prejudices onto us.

This is just the problem Jesus faces in today’s
gospel when he returns to Nazareth. Before he’d
even opened his mouth they’d already decided who
he is and how he ought to behave and they try to
impose that onto him. Jesus, of course, is not hav‐
ing any of it and refuses to accept their interpreta‐
tion of who he is or to live according to their agenda.
We often speak about the freedom of the children of
God, but here is Jesus showing us what that free‐
dom is actually like.

I once hear a speaking talking about the absurdity
of allowing other people’s neuroses and prejudices
to live ‘rent free’ in our minds. How many of the wor‐
ries and anxieties we carry with us aren’t actually our
own? The point he was making was that it’s non‐
sense to carry other people’s negativities in our

minds rent free and we should kick them out.
That might be easier said than done, but the real‐

isation that we’re spending vast amounts of emo‐
tional energy on problems other people have
dumped on us can be quite liberating. That doesn’t
mean of course we stop caring about others - Jesus
cared very much about other people and their prob‐
lems - but we don’t allow them to dump onto us their
negativities, their prejudices, their conceptions of
who we are and how we ought to behave.

How was it that Jesus was so able to rise above
everything when we can so easily get bogged
down? I think it was because his self-identity was
rooted in his relationship with his Father and not with
his fellow villagers at Nazareth. The voice in his head
was his Father’s and it was speaking the truth in
love.

We can’t avoid other people trying to im‐
pose their views of who they want us to
be. That’s not possible, but Jesus
shows us a way to filter out that caco‐
phony and listen to the voice of the one
who speaks the truth to us in love. Other people will
have their opinions and none of it really matters.
What does matter is the opinion of our Heavenly
Father. What truth does he speak in love to you
today?
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Bernadette, Jean
Maureen, Christopher,
Paula, Liz, Peter,
Emilia, Jean, Teresa,
Cath and Norman, the
sick sisters at Oaklea,
David, Marion, Shaun,
Audrey, Dave

Peter Sharp

If you would like a
name added to our
prayer list, please
email or call the parish
office.

Question: Do young chil‐
dren really need to go to
Confession? How much sin
can they really have?
Answer: Ask any parent
about their children and
see how many would say
they have a brood of per‐
fect angels! Parents know

that kids do things that are wrong … and they often
know they’re doing it! Even toddlers have a sense of
right and wrong. The Church recognises that their
minds and consciences are not yet fully developed,
however, and typically waits until age seven to offer
the sacrament of Confession. Around that age and
beyond, most young people, when asked, can easily
explain why something is wrong.

Confession for children is an excellent way to help
them reflect on their actions and accept responsibil‐
ity for their behaviour. It helps them to grow in their
understanding of sin and how it affects others. This
helps them to form their consciences and make bet‐
ter choices in the future. Most importantly, they learn
the value of forgiveness, both given and received.
Rather than singling out what’s wrong, Confession
offers hope and a new start! Children can grow in
understanding God’s unconditional love and de‐
velop a sense of inner dignity that transcends their
failings. Not bad for five minutes and an “Our
Father” or two!
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