
Maybe the work is best left to the
professionals. That’s how many
people view the preaching of the Gos‐
pel. That’s the stuff priests, religious,
deacons, lay ministers, and other pro‐
fessional Church people do. It has little
to do with me. Well, that’s not really
true. The fact of the matter is that
preaching the Gospel has everything
to do with you, with all of us who are
baptised members of the Body of
Christ. Nobody gets off the hook from
that job. The question is, however,
how do we do it? Well, there’s a safe
way, which many choose, to preach
the Gospel — and the risky way. The
safe way pretty much keeps the Gos‐
pel in church and around like-minded
people. I say my prayers, go to Mass,
contribute to the food pantry, tithe,
and attend Bible Study. That pretty
much covers the bases, right? Wrong.

The risky way is the more challen‐
ging way and for many, the “road less
traveled.” Imagine those first disciples
going out and into people’s homes.
They must have had some amazing
conversations with folks about God’s
kingdom, changing their hearts, forgiv‐
ing sins, and looking at the world dif‐
ferently. They must have met people
who were hurting, exiled from their
communities, neglected, lost, or living
self-insulated lives in a society that
served the rich and neglected the
poor. While there were many who wel‐
comed what they had to say and the
conversations they had, there were
others who no doubt rejected them
and literally tossed them out on their
ears! The Gospel, while being a mes‐
sage of joy and hope, is not always re‐
ceived well by those who are very
comfortable keeping things as they

are.
The risky way involves example and

conversation. We have to take the
Gospel from church and carry it with
us wherever we go. What kinds of con‐
versations do we have with others?
We interact with those closest to us, in
our work, social circles, institutions,
corporations, in politics, and beyond.
Our conversations with others reveal a
great deal about how we see things
and what we consider important. If we
are really interested in seeing God’s
vision for the world succeed, then we
will talk about it. It will become a part
of our everyday conversation and find
its way into our interactions with oth‐
ers. How will we preserve the dignity
of human life and encourage others to
have a relationship with God? We
must be the example, live value
cantered, virtuous lives, stand against
injustice, combating racism, and learn
ways to resolve conflicts without viol‐
ence.

First Reading
The LORD took me from following the
flock, and said to me, “Go, prophesy to
my people Israel.” (Am 12:15)

Psalm
Let us see, O Lord, your mercy, and give
us your saving help.

Second Reading
Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us
in Christ with every spiritual blessing in
the heavens, as he chose us in him,
before the foundation of the world, to be
holy and without blemish before him.
(Eph 1:3-4)

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!
Your words are spirit, Lord, and they are
life; you have the message of eternal
life.Alleluia!

Gospel
Jesus summoned the Twelve and began
to send them out two by two and gave
them authority over unclean spirits. (Mk
6:7)

The Prophecy of You and Me
In my experience, there are two kinds
of people: the folks who kick off their
shoes the second they walk through
the door, and the ones who don’t.

People can feel strongly about this
on both sides. The main thrust of the
Shoes-Off Brigade seems to be this:
we track a lot of weird stuff on the
soles of our feet. Little reminders of all
the places we’ve been—whether it’s a
private home or a public bathroom—
cling to our shoes long after we leave.
This same theory applies to our spir‐

itual lives. As human beings and as
disciples, we visit a lot of figurative
towns and pick up a lot of figurative
dust. Sinfulness. Shame. Defeat. An‐
ger. Fear. Doubt. No matter how hard
we try to keep free of it, these things
have a way of attaching themselves to
us, sometimes without us even noti‐
cing. We need to take a good look at

what unhelpful and unconstructive
baggage from our past we’re tracking
into our present and future encoun‐
ters.
What is the “town” God is asking

you to visit today in His name? Is it a
tough conversation with a friend, a
brief witness to a stranger in the
checkout line, a call to be present to
someone in your family? Before you
go, remember, shake off the dust.
Don’t let a past disappointment con‐
strain you. Don’t allow yesterday’s fail‐
ures or burdens to keep you from the
joy of today’s witness, whatever form
it might take.
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

Recognise God in your everyday moments

Inspiration for the Week

Everyday Stewardship

Live the Liturgy

Reflecting on the Gospel

God calls
us to bring
His Word
to all
corners of
the earth.
What does
that mean
for you and
me? We
are just
simple and
h u m b l e
folks trying
to find our
w a y
t h r o u g h
the Gospel
and our
world. After all, we are not professional
preachers but gentle servants. Jesus
summons us to take his message on
the road and bring it from the pew to
the pavement. We cannot keep the joy
of the Gospel to ourselves but must
bring it into every aspect of our lives:
our families, our schools, our work, our
corporations, our politics, our social
circles, and our philosophies. We can‐
not just accept the wisdom of the
world as true and conduct our lives as
if the Good News is a separate matter.
They are one. Jesus never asked his
friends to go and construct buildings
where people could come to hear the
truth. He asked them to go to their
homes and meet them one on one,
face to face. When the rubber meets
the road and the message is challen‐
ging, rejection is quite possible. That’s
the litmus test for whether we’re really
doing what we have been asked.
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11 FIFTEENTH
SUNDAY (B)
Ps Wk 3

12 Monday

13 Tuesday
St Henry

14 Wednesday
St Camillus of Lellis

15 St Bonaventure

16 Friday
Our Lady of Mt Carmel

17 Saturday

18 SIXTEENTH
SUNDAY (B)

Am 7:12-15/Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14 [8]/Eph 1:3-14 or 1:3-10/Mk 6:7-13

10.30 Mass St Mary’s People of the Parish
17.00 Mass St Mary’s Harry & Sheila Burnikell (RIP)

Ex 1:8-14, 22/Ps 124:1b-3, 4-6, 7-8 [8a]/Mt 10:34—11:1

12.05 Mass St Mary’s Ints of Molly South

Ex 2:1-15a/Ps 69:3, 14, 30-31, 33-34 [cf. 33]/Mt 11:20-24

12.05 Mass St Mary’s Ints of Shaun Dover

Ex 3:1-6, 9-12/Ps 103:1b-2, 3-4, 6-7 [8a]/Mt 11:25-27

12.05 Mass St Mary’s Ints of Wilson & Doreen Cotton (70th anniv)

Ex 3:13-20/Ps 105:1 and 5, 8-9, 24-25, 26-27 [8a]/Mt 11:28-30

10.00 Confessions St Cecilia’s
10.30 Mass St Cecilia’s Cicely Carpenter (RIP)
12.05 Mass St Mary’s Ints of Mai & Rily Nixon

Ex 11:10—12:14/Ps 116:12-13, 15 and 16bc, 17-18 [13]/Mt 12:1-8

12.05 Mass St Mary’s James Youll (RIP)

Ex 12:37-42/Ps 136:1 and 23-24, 10-12, 13-15/Mt 12:14-21

10.15 Confessions St Mary’s
11.00 Mass St Mary’s Accamma Joseph (RIP)
18.00 Vigil Mass St Cecilia’s Holy Souls

Jer 23:1-6/Ps 23:1-3, 3-4, 5, 6 [1]/Eph 2:13-18/Mk 6:30-34

10.30 Mass St Mary’s Ints of Elizabeth Gormley
17.00 Mass St Mary’s People of the Parish

House Visits & Sick
We’re still looking for details of sick and housebound
parishioners who would like a visit for communion,
confession, anointing of the sick or just to see a
friendly face from the parish. If someone in your
family or a neighbour or friend would like a visit, with
their permission, please let us know their details.
Now that restrictions are lifting many more ‘ordin‐

ary’ parish activities will be able to restart and the
pastoral care of the sick and housebound is an es‐
sential part of parish life.

Apostleship of the Sea
This Sunday is Sea Sunday and there is a special
collection for the work of the Apostleship of the Sea.

Mary Palmer
We’re sorry to say goodbye to Mary Palmer our uni‐
versity chaplain. Mary will be starting a new job in
September and we wish her all the best for this new
endeavour. Also, she’s getting married next week so
we wish her and Anesu every happiness and bless‐
ing in their married life.

Prayer for the Care of Creation
“Laudato si’, mi’ Signore” - “Praise be to you, my
Lord”. In the words of this beautiful canticle, Saint
Francis of Assisi reminds us that our common
home is like a sister with whom we share our life
and a beautiful mother who opens her arms to
embrace us.
So opens Pope Francis’ letter to the whole

world on the importance of protecting and healing
our natural world. As we approach this day, let us
each commit to doing one thing to celebrate cre‐
ation.

Let us pray.
Good and gracious God
of all created things, seen and unseen.

You created all things in this world for our use,
and charge us with protecting that creation.
Help us to see in all things
the reflection of a parent’s love for a child.

When we see your goodness in the face of the
moon,
we see our sister.
When we feel the warmth of the sun on our face,
we feel the love of a brother.

We ask for your strength
to give us wisdom and courage
to protect our earthly environment
from destruction and overuse.
Help us to share
the goodness and generosity of the earth
with every living person.

We ask all this in the name of Jesus Christ,
our brother and saviour.
Amen.

First Reading: The priest Amaziah was threatened
by the visions of the Lord received by Amos that
warned of Israel’s destruction. Amos’ defence is that
he was chosen by God to prophesy. When has your
faith been a threat to others?
Second Reading: Paul speaks of the abundance of
blessings we receive from God as believers in Jesus
Christ. Paul asserts these blessings make us “holy
and without blemish” before God. To whom in your
life should you share this message of hope and re‐
demption?
Gospel: During his public ministry, Jesus commis‐
sioned the Twelve Apostles to evangelise by preach‐
ing repentance and healing the sick and demon pos‐
sessed. What do you see as effective tools for evan‐
gelisation today?

On the seventh day God rested. I think I know how
he feels! I’m certainly not comparing organising the
40 Hours’ with creating the heavens and the earth
and all they contain, but I think I understand the con‐
tentment God must have felt as he paused and
looked at everything he had made. Of course, I was
exhausted, God wasn’t, but the contented exhaus‐
tion we feel after a job well done is sharing in God’s
experience of the seventh day.
Our work matters, Saint John Paul II said that hu‐

man work is connected to our human dignity and
that the one enhances the other. That’s why the
works we do, whatever they are, if done with love,
are a manifestation of us being created in
God’s imagine and likeness: the image
and likeness of the Creator. And when
we rest from our work and look back
with satisfaction at a job well done
then we’re in the very best company!

Shortly after tying the knot, a young married couple started arguing
over who should make the coffee. Being a good Christian woman, the
wife went to the scriptures for her answer. She said that the Bible
specifically stated that men should be the ones to make the coffee.

Puzzled, the husband asked her where in the Bible it said that.
Very confidently, the wife opened up her Bible and said, “It’s right here
— HEBREWS.”
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Bernadette, Jean
Maureen, Christopher,
Paula, Liz, Peter,
Emilia, Jean, Teresa,
Cath and Norman, the
sick sisters at Oaklea,
David, Marion, Shaun,
Audrey, Dave

Peter Sharp,
Ramona Usher

If you would like a
name added to our
prayer list, please
email or call the parish
office.

Question: What kind of
religious practices
should we begin, once
we marry, to help us
practice our faith each
day?
Answer: Your spiritual life
as a couple is important.

The sacrament of Marriage is a gift and a grace, but
living it well isn’t always easy! It requires intentional‐
ity and perseverance. Growing your spiritual life as a
couple also requires a plan. Life can be incredibly
busy. There’s never “enough time” for everything we
want to do. But we can live by our priorities. If we
don’t prioritise prayer, we’ll find it slowly disappear
from our lives.
If you’re not already praying individually, that’s a

good place to start. If your schedules are similar,
take some quiet time at the same time to help hold
each other accountable. Praying together is also im‐
portant! You could start by looking at the religious
practices of your family and of families around you
that you respect. Talk with your spouse about the
ones who make the deepest impression on you or
were most meaningful when you were young. Think
about what you want your future children to experi‐
ence. Making faith a commitment now will mean it is
engrained habit when you grow your family. Ulti‐
mately, these faith practices should help us grow in
our love for God and for one another.
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