
They are courageous, wise women
who ground us, focus us, and inspire
us. They are the good mothers who
walk with us and light our way. They
teach us life lessons and help us heal
and navigate through challenges and
difficulties. We need people to point
the way. Sometimes, these wise ladies
are not our biological mothers but wo‐
men in our lives, who through their
strong and faithful presence, anchor
us and remind us that we are loved.
We need these women. Human beings
do their best when they have cheer‐
leaders in their lives. They show us
that even when facing despair there is

always a brighter tomorrow.
Jesus needed his mother. She had

to be that faithful anchor, that guiding
presence, in his life. Jesus needed to
be affirmed and encouraged just like
any other human being and Mary had
to be there, right by his side, doing
precisely that. Even when her heart
was pierced as he was nailed to a tree,
she did not give up hope. Most cer‐
tainly, she continued to wait, watch,
hope, and love until he took his final
breath. That’s what mothers do. Even
when their heart breaks, they per‐
severe.

Today, our Blessed Mother is our

cheerleader once again. Taken up to
heaven in body and soul, she points to
and directs us toward our final destiny.
Life eternal waits! Any disappoint‐
ment, fear, or anxiety can be set aside
as she gently reassures us of God’s
love and promise. Always a mother
filled with grace and hope, she calls us
to reaffirm our faith in God and in the
gifts we have each been given. We can
persevere and do what we need to do
to live life well, with faith, hope, and
love as our guiding lights. Knowing
who we are and who we will one day
become helps us to better chart the
course and direction of our earthly
lives. Looking to the example of our
Blessed Mother, we receive the assur‐
ance we need. First Reading

A great sign appeared in the sky, a
woman clothed with the sun, with the
moon beneath her feet, and on her head
a crown of twelve stars. (Rev 12:1)

Psalm
On your right stands the queen, in
garments of gold.

Second Reading
Christ has been raised from the dead,
the first fruits of those who have fallen
asleep. (1 Cor 15:20)

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!
Mary has been taken up to heaven; all
the choirs of angels are rejoicing.
Alleluia!

Gospel
“From this day all generations will call me
blessed: the Almighty has done great
things for me, and holy is his Name.” (Lk
1:48-49)

WWMD?
WWJD (What Would Jesus Do?) brace‐
lets were all the rage about 25 years
ago in Christian circles. I’ve always
wondered if a WWMD bracelet might
not make just as much sense, and
maybe more. What Would Mary Do?

I would argue that Mary was the
most exemplary steward who ever
lived. Her answer was always “Yes.”
Yes, Lord, I am Your handmaiden. Yes,
I will visit Elizabeth, and help her in the
last difficult months of pregnancy. Yes,
I will bring my son up in the Mosaic law
and present him at the Temple of Jeru‐
salem. Yes, I will give him to the
crowds and to public ministry. Yes, I
will offer him on this Cross, if it is Your
will.

Yes, yes, yes.
Well, I can’t be like Mary, we think to

ourselves. There’s an intimidation
factor with the Blessed Mother and
Catholics sometimes — one that al‐
most exceeds that of Christ. Perhaps
it’s because we are in awe of the fact
that she was not divine in any way —

she was a mere creation, like us — but
somehow, she always had the cour‐
age to say yes. How could she do it,
when we find it so hard?

Well, God certainly lavished on Mary
extraordinary graces. Her lack of ori‐
ginal sin liberated her to conform her
will to God’s.

But God is impatient to give us, too,
all the graces we need to be a steward
in the example of Mary. He’s waiting
for us simply to ask. Just as in Adam
we died, so in Christ — through Mary
— we live.
What can we say yes to today, in
Mary’s example?

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
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G o o d
m o t h e r s
have a way
of bringing
their chil‐
dren hope.
When we
fall and
h u r t
ourselves,
our moth‐
ers can
help us
walk the
path of
h e a l i n g .
There is
hope that
we will get
better and the trust that we have in
mum’s comforting assurance allows
us to move forward. Mothers know in‐
stinctively what we need and what we
are capable of doing. They can be one
of our biggest cheerleaders in life, and
even when facing despair, can point
the way to a brighter tomorrow. Our
Blessed Mother does precisely that for
us today. As one closest to our Lord,
she cheers us on with the hope of
what life will be for all of us. Although
given the unique distinction of being
raised in both body and soul, she non‐
etheless points to our true eternal des‐
tiny. Achieving this inheritance over‐
rides any disappointment and her in‐
tercession and example inspires us to
pick ourselves up when we fall. Always
a mother filled with grace and hope,
she calls us to reaffirm our faith in God
and in the gifts we have each been
given as we persevere even in the
midst of life’s challenges and failures.
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15 THE ASSUMPTION
OF THE BLESSED
VIRGIN MARY
Ps Wk 4

16 Monday

17 Tuesday

18 Wednesday

19 Thursday

20 Friday
St Bernard

21 Dedication of St
Mary’s Cathedral

22 TWENTY-FIRST
SUNDAY (B)

Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Ps 45:10, 11, 12, 16 [10bc]/1 Cor 15:20-27/Lk 1:39-56

10.30 Mass St Mary’s Ints of Judith Wells
17.00 Mass St Mary’s People of the Parish

Jgs 2:11-19/Ps 106:34-35, 36-37, 39-40, 43ab and 44 [4a]/Mt 19:16-22

12.05 Mass St Mary’s Kitty & Harry Garraghan (RIP)

Jgs 6:11-24a/Ps 85:9, 11-12, 13-14 [cf. 9b]/Mt 19:23-30

12.05 Mass St Mary’s Brian Riley (RIP)

Jgs 9:6-15/Ps 21:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [2a]/Mt 20:1-16

12.05 Mass St Mary’s Elizabeth Smith (RIP)

Jgs 11:29-39a/Ps 40:5, 7-8a, 8b-9, 10 [8a and 9a]/Mt 22:1-14

10.00 Confessions St Cecilia’s
10.30 Mass St Cecilia’s Cicely Carpenter (RIP)
12.05 Mass St Mary’s Terry McDonough (RIP)

Ru 1:1, 3-6, 14b-16, 22/Ps 146:5-6ab, 6c-7, 8-9a, 9bc-10 [1b]/Mt 22:34-40

12.05 Mass St Mary’s John Christopher (RIP)

Ru 2:1-3, 8-11; 4:13-17/Ps 128:1b-2, 3, 4, 5 [4]/Mt 23:1-12

10.15 Confessions St Mary’s
11.00 Mass St Mary’s Ints of Bill & Ann Markham
18.00 Vigil Mass St Cecilia’s George Brennan (RIP)

Jos 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b/Ps 34 [9a]/Eph 5:21-32 or 5:2a, 25-32/Jn 6:60-69

10.30 Mass St Mary’s Joseph Grant (RIP)
17.00 Mass St Mary’s People of the Parish

Children’s Liturgy
‘Let the children come to me, do not prevent them,’
said Jesus. One of the ways we have done that in
this parish is providing children’s liturgy at the Sat‐
urday evening and Sunday morning Masses. We’re
looking to restart this in September but we need
help. We can’t run it without adult leaders and we
need enough catechists to safely cover the number
of children who want to attend.

We’re not asking for volunteers—because Jesus
didn’t ask for volunteers. He called people and they
responded. You’ll need to have a DBS check be‐
cause safeguarding our precious young people is al‐
ways our priority; we’ll also provide all the materials
and give you training so you can fulfil this most re‐
warding ministry. All you need to provide is a desire
to share Jesus’ special love for children and to teach
them how they can grow in friendship with Jesus.

Volunteers need not apply—we need ministers!
Jesus is calling - what will your response be? Have
a chat with one of the clergy.

Cleaners in St Mary’s
During the pandemic and the lockdown we were
able to keep our churches open because of a dedic‐
ated group of stewards and cleaners who were
committed to keeping safe everyone who came to
our churches. We keep being told that the pandemic
is not over and it’s true.

We need your help with cleaning the church, espe‐
cially after the 10.30 Sunday morning Mass in St
Mary’s. Please don’t rush off after Mass this week. If

you can spare 10 minutes, please get a cleaning
cloth from next to the sacristy and help wipe down
some of the benches. Then do the same next week.

We’re only able to stay open if we continue to
keep our churches safe, and we can only do that if
more people agree to share the burden. Remember,
Jesus doesn’t ask for volunteers! Get cleaning!

Exam Results
Congratulations to all our young people who have
received exam results this week. Even if you didn’t
get what you were hoping for, well done nonethe‐
less! Whatever your plans are: further studies, work,
an apprenticeship, or another try for better grades
remember Jesus has promised to be with you every
step of the way!

RCIA
Do you want to know more about becoming a Cath‐
olic? Do you know someone who would like to join
the Catholic Church? We’ll be starting a program in
September and if you’d like to register speak to one
of the parish clergy.

Congratulations to Samson and Veralyn who were
married yesterday at a beautiful service during the
Saturday morning Mass. We wish you both every
happiness and blessing for the future. God bless
you both!

First Reading: We hear in Proverbs how we are
called to participate in divine wisdom. Who do you
see as a wisdom figure in your life?
Second Reading: Paul sees one pathway to wisdom
is to avoid evil, ignorance, and drunkenness, and be
filled rather with gratitude. For what in your life
should you be grateful?
Gospel: How do you understand Jesus’ assertion:

“Unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink
his blood, you do not have life within you.”

‘I believe in the resurrection of the body.’ We say
those words whenever we pray the Apostles’ Creed.
Today, we celebrate their fulfilment in Mary, who ex‐
perienced that promise immediately after the end of
her earthly life, but also the same promise to us who
are baptised and who have placed our trust in Je‐
sus. What we believe about Mary we also believe
about ourselves. The particular graces she received

in her life are given to all of us as well in the sacra‐
ments and the promises made to her are also made
to us.

The Assumption is not just a feast day for Mary,
but a feast day for all of us who hope for eternal life.
The Assumption shows us that God keeps his prom‐
ises and that we have all be made to be
with him in heaven. Our destiny is etern‐
ity! Today’s feast shows that all this
happened to Mary because of the
power of her ‘yes’ to God. Like her, we
too are invited to give God our ‘yes’.
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Bernadette, Jean
Maureen, Christopher,
Paula, Liz, Peter,
Emilia, Jean, Teresa,
Cath and Norman, the
sick sisters at Oaklea,
David, Marion, Shaun,
Dave, Janet, Neil,
Denise

Mira Prudhoe
Hubert Patrick Quinn
Gerard Owen McEown
Elizabeth Pearson
Olive Kelly
Audrey Barry
Catherine Wood

If you would like a
name added to our
prayer list, please
email or call the parish
office.

Question: What are we
celebrating on the feast
of the Assumption of
Mary?
Answer: The Assump‐
tion, along with the Im‐
maculate Conception,
are two Marian dogmas

that have been infallibly defined by the church. The
Assumption proclaims the reality that Mary was
taken up body and soul into heaven. This was God's
special gift to her in response to her total giving of
self to God's plan and will.

The church believes that Mary was immaculately
conceived, that is, conceived without original sin.
This led the church to believe that she did not suffer
one of the key consequences of original sin, death
and corruption. The Orthodox Church celebrates the
Dormition of Mary, the belief that Mary did not die
but rather fell asleep and was thus assumed into
heaven.

What significance does this feast have for our lives
as Christians today? This feast is above all an assur‐
ance and hope of our continued life with God. Mod‐
elling ourselves on Jesus and living the Christian life
moulded by Jesus’ values is certainly the sure path
to God. As a result, God will not leave us orphaned
or alone to suffer the emptiness of death. Rather, we
believe that death is merely a transformation of our
present state into an even more glorious and eternal
relationship with God.
This is the hope and assurance that Mary’s assump‐
tion celebrates. It is a celebration of our assumption
as well. She is one of us, providing a model of what
God has in store for all who love and give of them‐
selves to God.

This Week

Announcements

Flock Notes

Why do we do that?

Questions for the Week

Income
Collections 5,306.36
Rent 380.00
Candles 503.72
Donations 211.11
Total 6,401.08

Summary of July 2021 Accounts
Expenditure
Heat & Lighting 1,399.11
Repairs 519.00
Council Tax 249.00
Water Rates 21.51
Salaries 1,216.07
Gen Admin 1,806.93
Total 5,211.62

Thank-you for your generosity!


