
“Far be it from us to forsake the Lord
for the service of other gods.” We
struggle with our gods. They appear in
the forms of things like money, power,
prestige, popularity, privilege, and self-
fulfilment. We like these “gods” be‐
cause they make us feel good and ask
very little of us in return. When we wor‐
ship them, we worship ourselves. How
can you go wrong with that? We buy
into the illusion that if something can
give us a comfortable life, free of want
and need, then it is worth setting other
things aside to pursue it. In essence,
we sell our souls. Our struggle with

“who is God” and to whom do we be‐
long is a real one and one that can
easily find us empty and experiencing
disillusionment.

The devil tempted Jesus in the
desert and promised him more. We are

promised “more.” But in pursuing the
more and the satisfying we lose track
of the cost, and the cost is great. We
sacrifice our very life in pursuit of
something disguised as life. We sacri‐
fice truth for something that only

“feels” true. While the true and real God
certainly promises us many things,
many things are also required. It is not
about the warm and secure feelings
and self-absorption the world wants to
provide, but of giving back. There can
be no lukewarm stance with regard to
faith. If we are in, then faith in Jesus
Christ asks us to do some difficult
things: work in service of God’s king‐
dom (not our own), love our enemies,
offer no resistance to injury, that we
must die to ourselves in order to find
ourselves, and trust that Jesus truly
gives us his flesh and blood to eat and

drink. These are hard things to accept
and even harder to put into practice. It
is no wonder that many, who may be
attracted to Jesus at first, walk away in
pursuit of the more self-satisfying
gods.

But truth is truth. If we cannot ac‐
cept it from the lips of Jesus Christ,
then where else will we find it? To
whom can we go? There is only one
source of truth and life, Jesus Christ.
Jesus has the words of eternal life and
if we do not go to him, then where else
will we find this gift? But we must be
faithful and buy into the whole pack‐
age deal that requires sacrifice and fi‐
delity. When we do, we find ourselves,
through the Body and Blood of Christ,
connected to the Source of all life and
then intimately bound with our broth‐
ers and sisters. We all have to decide
whether we want to stay or go and if
we can accept what Jesus has to say.
It’s a choice we all have to make.

First Reading
“Therefore we also will serve the LORD,
for he is our God.” (Jos 24:18)

Psalm
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Second Reading
This is a great mystery, but I speak in
reference to Christ and the church. (Eph
5:32)

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!
Your words are spirit, Lord, and they are
life; you have the message of eternal life.
Alleluia!

Gospel
Simon Peter answered him, “Master to
whom shall we go? You have the words
of eternal life.” (Jn 6:68)

Submission as Stewardship.
We aren’t comfortable with the idea of
submission. Our society champions
equality, and rightly so — but it’s a
mistake to think that submission is at
odds with equality. To submit

ourselves fully, we must first be free.
We must first be our own masters. God
has granted us that freedom with the
salvation He offers. We are no longer
the slaves of sin. Now He asks us to
be subordinate to one another, in the
name of Christ.

What a completely uncomfortable
task! What He’s asking is for us to be
subordinate to the person who irritates
us the most. The person we really
can’t stand. The person who doesn’t
respect us or appreciate what we have
to offer. The person we think we’re
smarter than, more talented than. The
person we envy.

That’s the real challenge of steward‐
ship, isn’t it? Subordination. Incon‐
veniencing myself by giving of time, of

money, of relationship. Putting the
needs or wants of another above my
own when they haven’t done anything
special to earn it.

I invite you to consider the cross —
the most radical expression of sub‐
mission, and of stewardship, that ever
existed. If there was ever someone
who deserved superiority, isn’t it the
God who let Himself be nailed to a
tree, who gave so freely of His life, His
body, His blood, His everything?

To look at him in his agony is to truly
understand the beauty of submission
— of laying down what you have for
the good of the other.

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

Recognise God in your everyday moments

Inspiration for the Week

Everyday Stewardship

Live the Liturgy

Reflecting on the Gospel

M a n y
p e o p l e
give their
allegiance
to some‐
thing until
it asks
them to do
something
c h a l l e n ‐
ging or
r a d i c a l .
Then, they
find them‐
selves re‐
t h i n k i n g
w h e t h e r
they want
to be asso‐
ciated with it. The same holds for God.
Either we serve God, or we don’t.
There can be no lukewarm stance with
regard to faith. If we are in, then faith in
Jesus Christ asks us to do some diffi‐
cult things: work in service of God’s
kingdom, love our enemies, offer no
resistance to injury, and trust that the
Eucharist is in fact Jesus’ very Body
and Blood. For some, buying into
these things may prove too difficult
and a return to a life without them is
preferred. But truth is truth and it can
only be found in God. If we find it hard
to accept it from the mouth of Christ,
where else can we go to find it? The
task before us is to commit to the truth
even when it may be easier to pursue
something else. Truth is always worth
obtaining even when it is difficult. Je‐
sus offers us the truth of life, a life that
is found in his own flesh and blood and
a life of discipleship.
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22 TWENTY-FIRST
SUNDAY (B)
Ps Wk 1

23 Monday
St Rose of Lima

24 St Bartholomew

25 Wednesday
St Louis

26 Thursday
St Ninian

27 Friday
St Monica

28 Saturday
St Augustine of Hippo

29 TWENTY-SECOND
SUNDAY (B)

Jos 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b/Ps 34 [9a]/Eph 5:21-32 or 5:2a, 25-32/Jn 6:60-69

10.30 Mass St Mary’s Joseph Grant (RIP)
17.00 Mass St Mary’s People of the Parish

1 Thes 1:1-5, 8b-10/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b [cf. 4a]/Mt 23:13-22

12.05 Mass St Mary’s Deceased members of Burns Family

Rv 21:9b-14/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13, 17-18 [12]/Jn 1:45-51

12.05 Mass St Mary’s Olive Swales (RIP)

1 Thes 2:9-13/Ps 139:7-8, 9-10, 11-12ab [1]/Mt 23:27-32

12.05 Mass St Mary’s Audrey Barry (RIP)

1 Thes 3:7-13/Ps 90:3-5a, 12-13, 14 and 17 [14]/Mt 24:42-51

10.00 Confessions St Cecilia’s
10.30 Mass St Cecilia’s Holy Souls
12.05 Mass St Mary’s Jean Tunstall (RIP)

1 Thes 4:1-8/Ps 97:1 and 2b, 5-6, 10, 11-12 [12a]/Mt 25:1-13

12.05 Mass St Mary’s Ints of Veronica & Joe Jacob

1 Thes 4:9-11/Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9 [9]/Mt 25:14-30

10.15 Confessions St Mary’s
11.00 Mass St Mary’s Ints of Pam Gardner
18.00 Vigil Mass St Cecilia’s John Snowdon (RIP)

Dt 4:1-2, 6-8/Ps 15:2-3, 3-4, 4-5 [1a]/Jas 1:17-18, 21b-22, 27/Mk 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

10.30 Mass St Mary’s Charles Alfred Weddell (RIP)
17.00 Mass St Mary’s People of the Parish

Alpha 2021/2022
Socrates said the unreflected life wasn’t worth liv‐
ing. He’s right, of course, but equally you can say
the unrelfected faith isn’t worth having!

We beileve every parishioner should have the
chance to explore the faith, ask questions, and
share their point of view. More than that, we want to
extend this invitation to everyone: parishioner or not,
Catholic or not, Christian or not. The pandemic has
left us all with questions. Alpha is a space to ask
them and listen to the answers Christianity gives.

Alpha is a series of sessions exploring the Chris‐
tian faith. Each talk looks at a different question
around faith and is designed to create conversation.
Alpha is run all around the globe, and everyone’s
welcome. It runs online, in cafés, churches, univer‐
sities, homes—you name it. No two Alphas look the
same, but generally they have three key things in
common: hospitality, a talk and good conversation.

We’re still at the planning stage and hope to
launch it later in September. Right now we need a
team of people who think Jesus might be calling
them to help share in running Alpha in our parish.
Give Fr Christopher a call, email him or have a chat
with him. Watch this space!

Sacraments 2021/2022
We’ve been announcing the start of our RCIA pro‐
gram for Adults seeking baptism or wanting to join
the Catholic faith. Hopefully next week we’ll be able
to announce when the first meeting will be.

If you’re an adult who was baptised as a child but

never received the sacrament of Confirmation we
would very much like you to receive this wonderful
sacrament. A few people have already said that they
would confirmed and we’re looking to run a short
course as a means of preparing for the sacrament of
confirmation for adults. Have a chat with one of the
clergy if you were never confirmed as a child but
would like to be confirmed now.

We are very aware that we haven’t had a confirm‐
ation program for our young people for a while. We
are planning to hold one in the new school year,
keep watching for more details.

The parish first reconciliation and holy commu‐
nion program is run by the teachers at St Mary’s
Primary school. However, it is open to children from
other schools as well. Sessions are normally run
after the end of the school day. We’ll share details
with you about the start of the program in the new
school year.

Finally, we are looking at providing catechesis for
children who do not go to Catholic schools but who
would still like to receive baptism, first reconciliation
and first holy communion. If your children were were
not baptised as babies have a chat with one of the
clergy and we can see how best we celebrate the
sacraments with your family.

Fr Philip Adede
Good news! Fr Philip’s visa has been approved and
he’s flying to the UK at the end of the month. He’ll
then have to quarantine for 10 days, but hopefully
he’ll be among us by mid-September. Please keep
him in your prayers.

First Reading: Joshua, who helped settle the Israel‐
ites into the Promised Land, knew the struggle
ahead lay in Israel’s fidelity to God. How does any‐
one best show fidelity to God?
Second Reading: Toward the end of his letter, Paul
takes up the topic of husbands and wives. He
speaks of the importance of mutual subordination
and love. What do you see as secret to a successful
marriage?
Gospel: Jesus’ bread of life discourse ends with the
report that “many of Jesus’ disciples” no longer fol‐
lowed Jesus. How should we respond to family or
friends who choose to walk away from Jesus?

It’s easy to try and do everything yourself, but only
God can pull it off! It can be really hard for us to ima‐
gine for a moment that we’re not God. When there’s
a tragedy and we get knocked off our feet the door
to our soul swings open and we pray, but as soon as
the sadness fades we jump in our ‘God suit’ and we
continue to be Masters of the Universe and the sole
author of our destiny. The great spiritual traditions
tell us that are part of a greater project, which Chris‐
tianity calls the Kingdom of God. When we truly be‐

lieve that, we find the joy of being part of and lose
the despair of being apart from.

In the Gospel today Peter speaks the most beau‐
tiful words, something that deep down we all know
to be true: Jesus alone is the hope we long for, the
answer to our questions and the only source of last‐
ing fulfilment. We know that, instinctively which is
why Peter’s words resonate so powerfully with us.
However, despite that we still resist and look
for hope, answers and fulfilment else‐
where, especially in ourselves. It’s easy
to try and do everything yourself, but
only God can pull it off! This week let’s
try again to take those words to heart.
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Bernadette, Jean
Maureen, Christopher,
Paula, Liz, Peter,
Emilia, Jean, Teresa,
Cath and Norman, the
sick sisters at Oaklea,
David, Marion, Shaun,
Audrey, Dave, Janet,
Neil, Denise, Kathy

Audrey Barry
Catherine Wood
Louise Humphrey
Shaun Dover

If you would like a
name added to our
prayer list, please
email or call the parish
office.

Question: What is the
role of Catholics in soci‐
ety?
Answer: The role of the
Church in the world has
taken different forms
over time, but the theme
is the same. Be disciples

in it! As the lay faithful — that is, not vowed priest or
religious — we are called to live and love in the cir‐
cumstances of our daily lives. St. John Paul II wrote
a document about the laity. In it he wrote, “In their
situation in the world God manifests His plan and
communicates to them their particular vocation of
seeking the Kingdom of God by engaging in tem‐
poral affairs and by ordering them according to the
plan of God” (On the Lay Members of Christ’s Faith‐
ful, 15).

God wants us in the hospitals, the board rooms,
the law offices, the food pantries, and the little
league games! We are to engage in the affairs of the
world. But when we’re there, we should live the plan
of God. We need to respect those around us, en‐
gage in just business and legal practices, and love
our children. We should care for the earth, use our
money wisely, and get to know our neighbours. We
must advocate for social policies that respect hu‐
man dignity and human freedom. No matter our
state in life, we are invited to build the kingdom of
God!

This Week

Announcements

Flock Notes

Why do we do that?

Questions for the Week


