
What are the little ones? They are the
poor, the marginalised, the women
and men at the well, the Zacchaeus’
looking for Jesus from a tree, those
mired in sin, the blind who want to see,
and the lame who want to walk. They
are the lepers and the different ones
who have been told that they are un‐
clean, and the ones who suffer from
abuse and grave injustices and op‐
pression. They are children who want
nothing more than to be loved and en‐
joy celebrating their innocence. These
are all the little ones and they are all
vulnerable. Life already brings them
burdens, we don’t need to add to
them.

St. Oscar Romero said, “When the
church hears the cry of the oppressed

it cannot but denounce the social
structures that give rise to and per‐
petuate the misery from which the cry
arises.” Why are so many people still
so gravely hurting? We have the re‐
sources and the means to make things
better. We choose not to. There are still
those things called greed, pride, lust,
apathy, jealously, gluttony, and anger
that prevent us from seeing each other
as people to be loved and not objects
to be used. Is this how God intended
things to be?

God loves what is good and upright.
It doesn’t matter who did it or where it
came from. In God’s eyes, the end res‐
ult is always faith, hope, and love.
These will always unite a person with
God. We fill our lives with many things

that are not good either for ourselves
or for others. All of us have to work to
discover what it is, exactly, that leads
to the world’s brokenness. There are
people, systems, and ideologies in
place that foster oppression and in‐
justice rather than equity and fairness.
Sadly, our complacency can be the
greatest evil. Turning a blind eye, ig‐
noring the truth, and believing that we
are helpless to fix so great a problem,
does little to move us closer to the
kingdom of God. As members of the
Body of Christ, we cannot condone
anything that keeps people in misery.

As it is said, charity begins at home.
Perhaps a good place to start is with
our own households and by making
sure their foundations are properly
laid. First Reading

But Moses answered him, “Are you
jealous for my sake? Would that all the
people of the LORD were prophets!”
(Nm 11:29)

Psalm
The precepts of the Lord gladden the
heart. (Ps 18)

Second Reading
Your wealth has rotted away, your
clothes have become moth-eaten, your
gold and silver have corroded, and that
corrosion will be a testimony against
you; it will devour your flesh like fire.”
(Jas 5:3)

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!
Your word is truth, O Lord:
consecrate us in the truth. Alleluia!

Gospel
“If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off.
It is better for you to enter into life
maimed than with two hands to go into
Gehenna, into the unquenchable fire.”
(Mk 9:43)

Breaking the Stewardship Mould
Have you noticed how we always tend
to pigeonhole one another — and
ourselves? “I could never serve on the
Parish Council. That’s for Rick and El‐

len and that whole group of people
who have done it for years.” “Greg
takes care of faith formation in the par‐
ish — he always has. He doesn’t need
my help.” “I can’t afford to give the big
bucks like those families who sit up
front can. My offering wouldn’t matter
even if I did increase it.”

Thinking like this is a good indica‐
tion that we aren’t in conversation with
God about what His will is for our lives.
If we have already decided what we
are and are not meant to do, we aren’t
likely to pray over it, to discern it.

We have to be open to the spirit of
the Lord wherever it leads us, regard‐
less of what we or others have come
to expect from us. We human beings
come to believe that we are such good

judges of what others can offer — or
what we ourselves can offer. But God
has plans for us to which we aren’t
privy. God calls everyone to serve Him
in the way that pleases Him best, and
only He can decide what that is.
Everyday Stewardship demands a
continual accounting of who we can
be, what we can offer — even if it’s
outside our comfort zone, even if it’s
something that never occurred to us
before.

There’s only one Person who can tell
us what God wants from us. Do we
even think to ask Him?

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

Recognise God in your everyday moments

Inspiration for the Week

Everyday Stewardship

Live the Liturgy

Reflecting on the Gospel

Who are
the little
o n e s ?
They are
the many
and varied
faces of
p e o p l e
who see
hope in
J e s u s ’
m e s s a g e
about the
K i n g d o m
of God.
They have
come to
b e l i e v e
that there
is a different world to be had: a place
where everyone has a home, all have
an equal opportunity to share in God’s
bountiful gifts and blessings, where
justice reigns, truth presides, and
peace fills hearts. The little ones are
those who may have left their former
views behind, perhaps even their
former lives to follow Jesus and be‐
lieve in the Beatitudes as God’s world
vision. They are the poor, the marginal‐
ised, the women and men at the well,
the Zacchaeus’ looking for Jesus from
a tree, the blind who want to see, and
the lame who want to walk. They are
the lepers who have been told that
they are unclean, and the ones who
have learned that suffering and death
are nothing to fear. These are all of the
little ones. Jesus gathers and protects
them as a shepherd guards his sheep.
Whoever causes one of these little
ones to sin deserves the greatest
wrath. Be more concerned about what
people are doing than where they
came from.
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Announcements

26 TWENTY-SIXTH
SUNDAY (B)
Ps Wk 2

27 Monday
St Vincent de Paul

28 Tuesday

29 Ss Michael, Gabriel
& Raphael

30 Thursday
St Jerome

1 Friday
St Thérèse of the Child
Jesus

2 Saturday
Holy Guardian Angels

3 TWENTY-
SEVENTH
SUNDAY (B)

Nm 11:25-29/Ps 19:8, 10, 12-13, 14 [9a]/Jas 5:1-6/Mk 9:38-43, 45, 47-48

10.30 Mass St Mary’s Audrey Gibson (RIP)
11.30 Coffee & Doughnuts Upper Room University Students
17.00 Mass St Mary’s People of the Parish
18.30 Parish Pastoral Council St Mary’s

Zec 8:1-8/Ps 102:16-18, 19-21, 29 and 22-23 [17]/Lk 9:46-50

08.00 Breakfast with God Mercy Chapel & Upper Room
12.05 Mass St Mary’s Liam Corbett (RIP)
20.00 Prayer Group St Cecilia’s

Zec 8:20-23/Ps 87:1b-3, 4-5, 6-7 [Zec 8:23]/Lk 9:51-56

12.05 Mass St Mary’s Paul Harrison
12.45 Over 60’s St Mary’s Hall

Dn 7:9-10, 13-14 or Rv 12:7-12a/Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 4-5 [1]/Jn 1:47-51

11.00 Open for Students Upper Room open until 2pm
12.00 Requiem Mass St Cecilia’s Kathleen Blackmore
12.05 Mass St Mary’s Gerry & Audrey Barry (RIP)
18.30 Evening Prayer & Food Mercy Chapel & Upper Room

Neh 8:1-4a, 5-6, 7b-12/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11[9ab]/Lk 10:1-12

10.00 Confessions St Cecilia’s
10.30 Open House St Mary’s
10.30 Mass St Cecilia’s Dec’d members Ward Family
12.05 Mass St Mary’s John Lithgoe (RIP)
12.05 Funeral Service St Cecilia’s James Hurst
12.05 First Holy Communion Meeting St Mary’s

Bar 1:15-22/Ps 79:1b-2, 3-5, 8, 9 [9]/Lk 10:13-16

12.05 Requiem Mass St Mary’s Patricia Rutter
18.30 Evening with Jesus & Friends Mercy Chapel & Upper Room

Bar 4:5-12, 27-29/Ps 69:33-35, 36-37 [34]/Mt 18:1-5, 10

10.15 Confessions St Mary’s
11.00 Mass St Mary’s In thanksgiving (PL)
11.00 RCIA St Mary’s
18.00 Vigil Mass St Cecilia’s Marion Henry (RIP)

Gn 2:18-24/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6 [cf. 5]/Heb 2:9-11/Mk 10:2-16 or 10:2-12

10.30 Mass St Mary’s Bernard & Caroline Purdy (RIP)
17.00 Mass St Mary’s People of the Parish
18.30 Parish Pastoral Council St Mary’s

Alpha - 4 October
Ready to look at your faith in a totally new way? Al‐
pha starts Monday, 4 October at 6.30pm in St
Mary’s Hall. Register on the parish website.

Children’s Liturgy is Back!
If you want your children to attend Children’s liturgy
at the 10.30am Mass you need to drop them off by
10.20 in the church hall. You’ll also need to register
your children when you get there.

First Reconciliation and Holy Communion
There’s a meeting on Thursday evening in St Mary’s
Church at 6pm for parents of children making their
first reconciliation and holy communion this school
year. The program is open to all children regardless
of the school they attend. You need to attend this
meeting of you want your child to make their first
holy communion this school year.

CAFOD Family fast Day
Friday, 1 October is CAFOD Family Fast day. Skip a

meal and give the money to support the work of the
Catholic Church in England and Wales’s own over‐
seas development charity. There are envelopes and
leaflets at the back of both churches. Please help
support this year’s climate crisis appeal.

Welcome Students
A big welcome to the parish to all the university stu‐
dents new and old! The Catholic Chaplaincy to the
University of Sunderland is located upstairs in the
parish hall. Join us after the 10.30am Mass for cof‐
fee and doughnuts and a look around. On Mondays
we meet for morning prayer in the Mercy Chapel and
breakfast afterwards at 8am - the perfect way to
start the week. On Fridays there’s evening prayer
and a social starting at 6.30pm in the Mercy Chapel.
The Upper Room is also open on Wednesday from
11am for tea, coffee, toast and a chat! Go to the par‐
ish website for more details.

Census Sunday
Next weekend we’re holding a parish census. Come
to Mass with your phones charged and ready so we
can update our parish records for the 21st Century!
(We’ll also have paper forms as well!)

First Reading: Early in their Exodus journey, Moses
taught the young Joshua an important lesson on
avoiding jealousy and trusting the Lord’s provid‐
ence. How do you avoid the trap of jealousy and
envy?
Second Reading: James speaks of the trappings
and dangers of excessive wealth. What do you think
should be the believer’s proper disposition toward
money?
Gospel: Jesus warns his disciples against the
danger of causing other believers to sin. What do
you think would motivate a Christian to do this?

On Monday we celebrate the feast of St Vincent de
Paul — a saint who teaches that our Christian faith
has to manifest itself in practical ways of serving
others if it is going to be worthy of the title ‘Chris‐
tian’. Whenever we accept Jesus’ invitation to follow
him as disciples it always implies service of our
brothers and sisters in concrete ways.

The lived experience of discipleship for too many
Catholics, however, is most charitably described as
‘passive consumerism’. They turn up and passively
consume what is offered: sacraments, sacrament‐
als, blessings, teachings a sense of belonging and a
community. Unfortunately too few make the
leap of faith required to become active
disciples. The pandemic is by no
means over, but the excuse it used to
give us to remain passive is. Our parish
needs disciples. Can we count you in?
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Bernadette, Jean
Maureen, Christopher,
Paula, Liz, Peter,
Emilia, Jean, Teresa,
Cath and Norman, the
sick sisters at Oaklea,
David, Marion, Dave,
Neil, Denise

Janet Atkinson
Eileen Gibbins
Kathy Young
Marion Henry
Fr Bill O’Gorman
Angela Owens
Jim Fagan
James Hurst
Patricia Rutter
Kathleen Blackmore

If you would like a
name added to our
prayer list, please
email or call the parish
office.

Question: What do
Catholics believe about
the resurrection of the
dead?
Answer: Every Sunday,
we proclaim in the Creed
that we believe “in the
resurrection of the

body.” Does that mean Christ’s resurrection or our
own? Both! Jesus’ resurrection is part of the work of
salvation, but it’s also a sign of what’s to come.
While death separates our bodies and our souls, this
was not the intention of God when He first created
us. It’s an effect of original sin. At the end of time,
our bodies and our souls will be reunited.

Scientifically, we may have questions about this,
since bodies decompose over the course of centur‐
ies. Or what about the saints, whose relics are
spread around the earth? How the resurrection will
happen is a mystery. But we know that our resurrec‐
ted body will be our body. If we are in heaven, our
body will be in a glorified state. Some theologians
speculate what this glorification will be like based on
Jesus’ resurrected body. Will we be able to walk
through walls? Will we eat, since Jesus broke bread
with his disciples? We don’t really know the answers
to these questions. We do know, however, that we
will be free from the effects of the fall (such as sick‐
ness and pain) and physical defects that occurred in
life. Christ redeems us as whole persons, body and
soul!

This Week
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