
If we are truly in love with God, then
the basics are not going to be enough.
That love is going to want to be ex‐
pressed in going above and beyond, in
leaving the comfortable and familiar, in
stretching and growing, and in follow‐
ing a voice other than our own. St.
Teresa of Calcutta rightly instructs us
that for “love to be real, it must cost, it
must hurt, it must empty us of self.”
Being in love with God requires more
than just checking the boxes of the
commandments. It requires a sincere
and unconditional self-investment.
Desiring God with our whole heart,
mind, and soul means that I must also
desire a relationship with my neigh‐
bour with that same degree of fervour.

Biases and prejudices usually occur
when people are kept at a distance
and treated as objects. We cannot

truly know our neighbours, especially
if they are different than us, if we keep
them in boxes and do not listen to their
stories. When we open ourselves to
listen to another person’s story, we be‐
gin to realise more how similar we are
than dissimilar. Being overly attached
to our possessions, ideologies, agen‐
das, lifestyles, and personal needs are
absolute barriers to achieving the type
of personal investment love demands.
This is why following Christ can be dif‐
ficult. It is less a matter of intellect and
more a matter of heart and soul. It re‐
quires that we transfer our treasure
from an investment in tangible secular
things and move it into the Kingdom of
God. It is only the gift of wisdom and
discernment that can help us decide
what to do and how to do it.

Contemporaries of Jesus would

know that a camel could not enter
through the portal of a city weighed
down with the baggage it was carry‐
ing. In order to enter, the baggage
must be removed so that the animal
could fit through the entry way. The
same is true for us. We carry a lot of
excessive baggage around with us
that keeps us tethered to our past his‐
tories, wounds, myopic world views,
prejudices, fears, and suspicions. To
invest ourselves in the Kingdom of
God, do God’s work and live out our
love relationship with God, we need to
shed the extra weight. While it may
seem that a lot of that stuff is neces‐
sary, it really is not. We are much more
than the things that we think define us
and more secure than we think. The
more there is to hold on to and the
more that we carry with us, the harder
it will be to leave it all behind. Many
choose not to and walk away sad be‐
cause they are not ready to trust.

First Reading
I pleaded, and the spirit of wisdom came
to me. I preferred her to sceptre and
throne, and deemed riches nothing in
comparison with her. (Wis 7:7-8)

Psalm
Fill us with your love so that we may
rejoice. (Ps 89(90))

Second Reading
No creature is concealed from him, but
everything is naked and exposed to the
eyes of him to whom we must render an
account. (Heb 4:13)

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!
Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven
and earth, for revealing the mysteries of
the kingdom to mere children.
Alleluia!

Gospel
“Go, sell what you have, and give to the

poor and you will have treasure in
heaven; then come, follow me.” (Mk
10:21)

If Heaven were like Harvard
There’s no getting around it: life on
earth can seem easier if you’re rich.
Most of the bodily and material needs
a person could have are fulfilled if
you’ve got a little bit of money behind

you. So why doesn’t this same theory
apply to entering the kingdom of
Heaven? Why isn’t Heaven like an Ivy
League school, where a connection
and a hasty tuition check might open a
lot of doors?

When you think about it, the virtues
required to enter Heaven — things like
charity and justice and courage —
should be even closer within the grasp
of those who never had to worry about
where their food is coming from. In
theory, your capacity for good works
should only increase with the re‐
sources at your disposal.

The same is true for stewardship po‐
tential. Let’s say I’ve got a lot of talent.
Maybe I’ve got a lot of free time. On
paper, it should be easier for me to

give freely of these gifts, because I
have the luxury that eluded the widow
and her two coins: I can see my ample
gift being put into action, when so
many can only offer what they have
and remind themselves that God sees
it and appreciates it.

But here we get into the mess of hu‐
manity: if we have a lot of something,
it means we have a lot of something
we could use any way we want. And
then we hear the whisper of the ser‐
pent: Think of what this (money, time,
talent) could do for you.

May we pray for God to give us the
heart of the widow, no matter our re‐
sources.

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

Recognise God in your everyday moments

Inspiration for the Week

Everyday Stewardship

Live the Liturgy

Reflecting on the Gospel

Presump‐
tion can be
a great sin.
We can
easily con‐
v i n c e
ourselves
that as
long as we
do the
bare min‐
imum or
master the
basics, it is
suffi cient.
L o v e
d o e s n ’ t
o p e r a t e
this way. If
we are truly in love with God, then the
basics are not going to be enough.
That love is going to want to get ex‐
pressed in going above and beyond, in
leaving the comfortable and familiar, in
stretching and growing and in follow‐
ing a voice other than our own. This is
what those who are truly in pursuit of
wisdom come to realise. Just like any
human relationship worth achieving
reveals, we never reach a plateau in
following the Gospel or growing in wis‐
dom and holiness. Wisdom is the rud‐
der that guides us through all of life’s
attractions and options. It alone de‐
termines what is worth pursuing and
what must be left behind. That is why
those who are only concerned about
checking the boxes and doing the
least amount possible often walk away
sad when offered God’s gift of life
eternal. They are not truly in love.
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Announcements

10 TWENTY-EIGHTH
SUNDAY (B)
Ps Wk 4

11 Monday
St John XXIII

12 Tuesday
St Wilfred

13 Wednesday
St Edward the Confessor

14 Thursday

15 Friday
St Teresa of Avila

16 Saturday

17 TWENTY-NINTH
SUNDAY (B)

Wis 7:7-11/Ps 90:12-13, 14-15, 16-17 [14]/Heb 4:12-13/Mk 10:17-30 or 10:17-27

10.30 Mass St Mary’s Bill South (RIP)
17.00 Mass St Mary’s People of the Parish
18.30 Parish Pastoral Council St Mary’s

Rom 1:1-7/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [2a]/Lk 11:29-32

08.00 Breakfast with God Mercy Chapel & Upper Room
12.05 Mass St Mary’s John Lithgoe (RIP)
17.00 RCICCA St Mary’s Catholic Centre
18.30 Alpha St Mary’s Catholic Centre
20.00 Prayer Group St Cecilia’s

Rom 1:16-25/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5 [2a]/Lk 11:37-41

12.05 Mass St Mary’s Janice Connaughton (RIP) & family
12.45 Over 60’s St Mary’s Hall

Rom 2:1-11/Ps 62:2-3, 6-7, 9 [13]/Lk 11:42-46

11.00 Open for Students Upper Room open until 2pm
12.05 Mass St Mary’s Joan Wallace (RIP)

Rom 3:21-30/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [7]/Lk 11:47-54

10.00 Confessions St Cecilia’s
10.30 Open House St Mary’s
10.30 Mass St Cecilia’s Kathleen Blackmore (RIP)
12.05 Mass St Mary’s Audrey Barry (RIP)

Rom 4:1-8/Ps 32:1-2, 5, 11 [cf. 7]/Lk 12:1-7

12.05 Mass St Mary’s Dec’d of Ward family
18.30 Evening with Jesus & Friends Mercy Chapel & Upper Room

Rom 4:13, 16-18/Ps 105:6-7, 8-9, 42-43 [8]/Lk 12:8-12

10.15 Confessions St Mary’s
11.00 Mass St Mary’s Shaun Dover (RIP)
12.00 RCIA St Mary’s Catholic Centre
18.00 Vigil Mass St Cecilia’s Ints of David Stephen Cook

Is 53:10-11/Ps 33:4-5, 18-19, 20, 22 [22]/Heb 4:14-16/Mk 10:35-45 or 10:42-45

10.30 Mass St Mary’s Ints of Sheila Nolan
17.00 Mass St Mary’s Nathaniel
18.30 Parish Pastoral Council St Mary’s

Parish Census
A big thank-you to everyone who completed the par‐
ish census last weekend! The online form is still on
the parish website and there are paper copies at the
back of the church if you missed it last week.

Alpha
We got off to a great start last Monday evening. It’s
not too late to join the program if you want to come
this Monday at 6.30pm.

First Reconciliation and Communion
Please keep in your prayers our children who have
begun the preparation program for the sacraments
of reconciliation and first holy communion.

Children’s Liturgy
Children’s liturgy continues for primary school aged
children at the 10.30am Mass on Sunday mornings
in the church hall. For safeguarding reasons parents
need to register their children when they arrive and

the number of catechists present dictates the num‐
ber of children that can attend. We would love to
hear from you if you would like to serve as a catech‐
ist at children’s liturgy.

Charity Fayre
A huge thank you for all your support at the recent
Fayre held in St. Cecilia’s church hall. The total
raised was £1,316 which far exceeded our expecta‐
tions. Thank you to Philip and Edith for preparing the
hall, to Kevin Cassidy for all the cakes, scones and
pies for the refreshments, to Hannah for all the raffle
prizes she managed to beg from local businesses,
restaurants, stately homes etc. and to everyone who
attended and generously donated.

Day of Prayer with St Teresa of Avila and
Icon Exhibition

Tuesday, 19 October at Oak Lea Centre, at 10.30am,
there’s a special day of prayer with St Teresa of Avila
lead by Fr Stephen Watson.

Wednesday to Sunday afternoons in October from
1.30-4pm there’s an exhibition of icons on the mys‐
teries of the rosary also in the Oak Lea Centre.

First Reading: Today’s reading presents wisdom and
prudence as life’s most precious gifts. Why do you
think these virtues were held in such high regard by
ancient Israel?
Second Reading: Hebrews connects the power of
the word of God with divine judgement — one day
we must all “render an account” of our lives before
the Lord. How often do you think about your own
judgement day?
Gospel: Jesus teaches the rich man and the dis‐
ciples that while wealth can often hinder one from
entering the kingdom of God, self-sacrifice and dis‐
cipleship can earn eternal life. How well do you bal‐
ance these realities in your life?

After being ordained a bishop Angelo Roncalli, later
Pope John XXIII, wrote in his diary, ‘God doesn’t
promise me 25 years of episcopal life, or 5 years for
that matter. But he does tell me that if I want to be
holy he gives me the time that I need and the neces‐
sary graces.’

The fact that we live life forwards but only under‐
stand it by looking backwards can be hard some‐
times. We just don’t know what life will throw at us

next. That might be just as well. However, I take a
great comfort from Pope John XXIII’s words. God
doesn’t promise me the time I need to fulfil my plans,
but he does promise that I have all I need—both time
and grace—for his plans to be fulfilled in my life.
God’s plan, of course, is for us to be holy in this life
and to reign with him in eternity.

Graces are like beautifully wrapped
Christmas presents. They are a delight to
behold but remain mostly useless un‐
less they are unwrapped and actually
used. What graces has God given you
that you’ve yet to put to good use?
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Bernadette, Jean
Maureen, Christopher,
Paula, Peter, Emilia,
Jean, Teresa, Cath
and Norman, the sick
sisters at Oaklea,
David, Marion, Dave,
Neil, Paul, Andrew

Patricia Rutter
Kathleen Blackmore
Sheila Wilson
Mother Enda
Liz Rodwell

If you would like a
name added to our
prayer list, please
email or call the parish
office.

Question: Why are Cath‐
olics required to get mar‐
ried in a church, and not
outside or at a different
venue?
Answer: Because the
sacrament of marriage is
a sacred covenant

between the husband and wife, the celebration of
the sacrament of matrimony is much more than
simply a social or family event. So, the rule that the
sacrament be celebrated in a church is a way to help
reinforce the deeper meaning of Christian marriage.
To help make this clearer, the Church’s tradition also
normally includes the celebration of the Mass when
the marriage is being celebrated between two Cath‐
olics, and so a church or chapel is the ideal setting.
For special reasons — which vary from diocese to
diocese — the local bishop can give permission for
the marriage to be celebrated in another suitable
place.

This Week

Flock Notes

Why do we do that?

Saint of the Week
St. Teresa of Ávila |
Feast Day October 15
St. Teresa of Ávila (1515-
1582) was a Spanish
Carmelite nun who lived
in the 16th century. She
was a mystic and author
of spiritual writings and
poems. The originator of
the Carmelite Reform,
she founded numerous
convents throughout
Spain and restored a
contemplative life to the
order. She became well
known for the mystical
experiences, many of
which she described in
her autobiography.

The first of only four
women to be named a

Doctor of the Church, St. Teresa’s ascetic doctrine
and Carmelite reforms shaped Roman Catholic con‐
templative life, and her writings on the Christian
soul's journey to God are considered works of art.
Her writings, especially the “Way of Perfection” and
“The Interior Castle,” have helped generations of be‐
lievers.

St. Teresa of Avila died on Oct. 15, 1582. She was
canonized on March 22, 1622, along with three of
her greatest contemporaries: St. Ignatius Loyola, St.
Francis Xavier, and St. Philip Neri.

Questions for the Week


